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LBCTD31B Ji.XX.VlL. 

Tux CBSCUTIOS 07 WAB, AS EZ7E0T OF ZHI 
SBXVJLLSSCL OP CHBISTIAJTIIX. 

(sua I.) 
Ibauk ii. 4. MiOAH It. S.' 

** Thtff akatl ieat their twords into plowghtharet, and ikeir 
tpears into prwung-hookt ; nation thall not Ifft »p etcord 
agmntt nation, neither thall ihey learn mw any more." 

NOTWiTHBrABsnio Miy accompanying referencea, we can- 
not hesitate to take thie for a prediction of times yet to 
come. Por, most evidently, it has never yet been fulfilled ; 
there has been nothing at all approaching or resembling a 
fulfilment. It is true that, when the Teligion of Christ 
came to the world, it came with the spirit and principles of 
an alt-pacific diapensation, (" On earth peace, good will 
toteardt men;") and true, that, in the degree of its actual 
prevalence, this has been the efi'ect. But, how far is this 
from* anything adequate to the terms of the prediction, 
which exhibit a bright and ample idea of this spirit and 
tendency of Christianity realized, reduced to fact, on the 
great scale! Other prophecies also ase given in as hu^ 

VOL. II. B 
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snd sbaolute tcmu, of the ume purport, and hxn been, 
hitherto, as little accomplished. And that nltimate 
efficaciooB prevalence of our Lord's reUgion, which all his 
diiciplei regard as certainly predicted, must oeceBsarilj' 
include the cestation of War, include the fulfilment, on the 
grand scale, of the predictions that it shall cease. Thus 
far, we' all Icnow too well how little tbej have been 
accomplished. This flagrant stun of our history, (the 
history of our whole race,) has come down to the yet last 
page, and the greatest parts of its records have been 
written in blood. 

We may contemplate, a few momenta, this prominent 
character of all ages. Tea, — ^it is as conjoined with very 
nearly the beginning of our race, that we have to look 
upon this direful phenomenon. Bat how straage, for a 
creature, come fresh, living, and pure, from the beneficent 
Creator's hands t The least that we eon think of that 
original state of Man, is, that there must have been in his 
soul the principle of all kind afiections, — oil benevolent 
sympathies ; a disposition to be happier for the happiness 
of a kindred being ; a complacent delight in promoting it ; 
an exquisite sense of reciprocal right, — of benevolent 
justice ; no tincture of a wrongful selfishness ; a state of 
feeling that would have been struck with horror at the 
thought of inflicting suffering. And &om the creature 
thus originally constituted, all the race waa to descend. 
Can such a nature ever rage with malignity and revenge, 
and riot in suffering and destruction P Yet, in this original 
ftmily, in the rery first degree of the descent, — ^war and 
slaughter began. Men may argue and quibble as long as it 
will amuse them, agtunst our nation of "tie IbU." — ^Here 
was Fall enough I — and demonstration enough — how deep t 

We have to contemplate the primeral family spreading 
out in aQ diietitions. And we may be sure, that the 
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dreadful spirit discloeed in tlie first slaughter, yna not 
extinguished in that crime. Bevelation gives us veiy little 
more of the antediluTian history than a brief deduction of 
genealogy. But, the character of that period is manifest 
from what is said at the. end of it. C' ^^ """ '^' ^^ 
wiekedaeii of man km great, and every imagination of the 
ihowghii of his heart leas only evil eanUmtalh/" Gen. vi. 5. 
" The earth tea* corrupt before God, and the earth iom filled 
with- violence," Oen. ri. 12.) And in the account we are 
told of some that " heeame mighty men, men of renown.'" 
Slow, is it most likely that this might was displayed — this 
renown acqniredP Partly, perhaps, in a war against savage 
beasts, but iar more in another way — in the exploits of that 
"tmlenee which filled the earth," and doomed it to be 
overwhelmed. Aasuredly, that universal "violence" would 
in no spot be limited to raging passions and fierce 
language; thecorrespondtngdeeds would be there! There 
was immeasurable room for men on the earth, but they 
tcowW'ieep close enough for mutual aggression. We may 
venture to surmise that it was partly owing to the 
destruction by war, that the race did, not spread more 
eitensively over the earth. In ao long a lapse of ages, 
with so strong a natural life in the individuals, and with 
probably much fewer diseases than now, — with all this in 
their favour, it woiJd seem they did not spread to this part 
of the globe — to Europe, as there is great and accumulating 
evidence to show ; for there have never been found any 
humau bones in the deposits attributable to the Deluge, in 
, these conutriea ; while it has lately been proved in a most 
singular and striking manner, that in thii country there 
lived at that period the elephant, hippopotamus, rhinoceros, 
hyffina, &c., and some of the kinds of animals we now have 
here. 

While we think of the deadly conflicts of thoseearly 
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agM, tlie idea m&y oocor to ub, of tbe peculiar atroeil^ of 
dertrojing & life which migtit, in the conne of natun, have 
lasted so long. LiTing beings cloven down, or mortal^ 
pierced, or poisoned, or burnt, tliat might hare lived seven 
or eight centuries, — for improvement,— for serving Qod, — 
for nseftilness, — for whatever happiness there might have 
been in this world, or preparation for another. At length, 
another power invaded theb fields of battle ; the furies of 
their warfare were quenched ; their trophies, fortresses, 
monuments, swept away. "Their furies quenched," we 
have just said ; but it wonld be no violently improbable 
imagination that they might bum and blaze at the very 
last ; for, there have been examples to prove, that an assem' 
blage of men, on one spot whence there u no escape from 
peril and destruction, may kindle with an insane rage 
against one another, and perish as it were before their 
time, by mutual violence, (Wreck of the IVench ship 
Medusa.) 

The world began anew, in the person and &mily of the 
selected patriarch, whom alone " the Lord had teen righteoif 
in that generation." Now then for a better race, — if the 
human nature were intrinsically good, or corrigible by the 
most awful dispensations. It was by the descendants of 
the only faithful servant and Mend of the Almi^ty found 
cay earth, that the desolated world was to be re-peopled. A 
new surface was spread over the earth, concealing beneath 
their feet the entire race that had stained its former face 
with crimes and blood. Tet fi^nn beneath the ground, that 
enormous multitude of the victims of the Divine justice, 
might seem, to thought, to att«r a warning against renew- 
ing the scenes of violence. But, all in vain ! The Flood 
could not cleanse the nature of man ; nor the awful memory 
and memorials of it repress the coming forth of selfishness, 
pride, amition, anger, and revenge. 
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The Sacred History, after juet recoiutting some flocceB- 
eiona of names in the diSereat branches of the new race, 
limits its narratiTe to the origin and progresa of what 
became the Jewish people — Abraham uid his posterity. 
Their history, however, in proceeding <lciwnward, inToIves 
mnch of that of the aurroundtng nations. And some of the 
profime histories go far back into the period subsequent to 
the Beluge. And what is so conspicuooa, orer all the view, 
ae wars and deviations f There is one portion of this 
tragic^ exhibition which we are to take out of the account 
of ordinary war ; namely, the war of extirpation against the 
Canaanites. This was by Divine appointment for the 
poniahment and destruction of transcendent and incorri- 
gible wickedness ; and is to be placed nearly on the same 
moral ground as Gkid's immediate inflictions in the flood, 
the land of Egypt, and Sodom and Gomorrah. Sut, setting 
tbia portion of the history aside, — ^think of the long course 
' of sanguinuy conflicts within the boundary of the selected 
nation itself, between Israel and Judah. Besides the 
slaughters, of battle and massacre, within each, separately, 
(rf these two divisions of that people, — add, all their wars 
with Syria i^d Egypt, with the Babylonian, Qrecian, and 
Boman powers — closed finally, in that most awful cata- 
ateopbe, the siege and destruction of Jerusalem. 

Then, glance a moment over the wider view of the whole 
ancient world ; as far abroad, and as high up in time, as 
history has made it visible. The human race is exhibited, 
in some regions, in the form of numerous small states. 
But, their amaliness, of size and strength, was not the 
meaam^ of their passions. "What we are certain to read of 
them is, that they attacked and fought one another with the 
ferocity of wild beasta. By some ambitious "cottquering 
haro " a great number of these were subdued and moulded 
together into a gi«at kingdom, on one large apace of the 
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earth, — and the BBtue on another. And then, with s ire- 
mendouB claeh, these eiupirea came into conflict. And the 
ordinary, and often repeated story, is, pf Taat tumultuary 
battles, — the exterminating rage of the victors, — territoriea 
overrun and reduced to a desert, — innumerable victimB 
perishing. At length, these empireB, small and great, were 
swallowed up by one enormous power, which subdued them 
all, (within the greatest part of the known world,) by a 
succession of martial operations, in which a greater number 
of human beings perished than would have been enough to 
constitute an empire. So effectually was this achieved, 
that, at the time our Lord came on earth, there waa a state 
of peace established (such as it was) to an extent over the 
world never known before. It was but a temporary calm; 
and doubtless the storm was raging all the while iu remote 
lands beyond the great circuit of the Boman empire. 

But, now, if we could take one grand compass of view, 
over the earth, and down through time, from that period to 
this! What a vision of destruction! Think of all that 
tormented and desolated the earth, during the long period 
of the laU of the Soman Empire; — of that inundation of 
ravage and death, the progress and utmost extension of the 
Mahomedan power, — of the mighty account of slaughter in 
the Spanish conquest of America ; — of the almost incessant 
wars among ^he states of civilized Europe, dovm nearly to 
the present hour. Think even of the bloody wars within 
our own island, especially on the Border, between its 
northern and southern divisions ; — the hundreds of remain- 
ing fortresses, monumental of war. And, to complete the 
account,-— as if the whole solid earth were not wide enough, 
— the sea has been coloured vrith blood, and received into 
its dark gulf myriads of slain, — as if it could not destroy 
Plough by its tempests and wrecks I Such a general view 
ia awful and horrid enough, — and we need not dwell, here, 
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on the detaU of the horrors of war, though that is undoubt- 
edly the waj to bring its frightful aspect the cloeeet to our 
apprehension. Imagine the spectacle of a riotent death 
inflicted on one human being, vith the inBtmmente of war ; 
multiply this, to the eitent of a great battle— with all the 
diversity of modes in which the living body may suffer, may 
be smitten, lacerated, mutilated, and destroyed ; and what 
there is in the minds of the mutual inflictere aud sufferers ; 
— and all the consequences to survivors — to relatives — and 
to the condition of the inhabitants. 

But now reflect a moment ! What a state of the spirit 
of mankind, — of their heart and intellect — is here disclosed 
before ns ! 

Again ; what a state of their social constitution, and of 
their national situation, that the mass uid strength of 
nations should, over the greatest part of the world, be at 
the absolute disp<«al of a few individuals, for this very 
business of war. And also ; what a state of the moral 
Eense, or whatever we may name it, that there should be 
whole hosts of men, leaders and followers, capable of hold- 
ing themselves totally divested of all personal responsibility 
for right and wrong, in the zealous prosecution of such 
achievements. And, once more; what a state of Chris- 
tianity, as to any real, vital prevalence of it, among the 
nations denominated Christian. Our text must indeed be 
a prophecy yet unfulfilled. And so much the better for us, 
that it is not one of those of which the accomplishment is 
gone by. In looking toward the time when it will be 
accomplished, we have, it is too true, a formidable prospect 
before us ; the fiur vision beams from a distance, through a 
fearful intervening gloom. Looking at what men are aa 
yet, compared with what they ttre to be in that better age, 
we may presage what is to come between 1 There will, 
meanwhile be the prayers of all good men in the world ; 
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and the zeatouB endeavourB of many <^ them to enlightea 
and improTe mantund. And particularly, it ihould be in- 
culcated on religions and intellectual persons, on tutors and 
parents, that they set themselvea, systematically, at oppor- 
tunities offer, to counterwork that maddening enchantment 
of the " glory" of yrax ; of war considered just merely as 
the field of great exploit. Let them strive to break up, in 
the view of young and ardent minds, this splendid pestilent 
delusion about heroes, conquests, fame, and glory. 

We said, " war simply regarded as an aSaa of heroism 
and great exploit," — war taken independently of the eauee 
— the object — the reaion — the juttica ; excepting, therefore, 
the heroic spirit as displayed in some very rare cases of war ; 
that is to say, where it haa been displayed on the pure 
ground, and in the pure love, of justice, — as in defence of 
liberty, — in vindication of the weak and injured, — in d> 
pressing the proud, ambitioua, and cruel, — in r^iating the 
OppreBsions of powerful wickedness; such examples (if we 
should mention names) as those of Judaa Maccabeus, — ■ 
Alired, — ^Wallace, — KoBoiusko, — "Washington. 

This wilL seem assuming the possibility of cases in which 
war would be just, and not violate Christian principles. In 
passing, may we be ^owed to advert, a moment, to that 
topic? 

"We would observe, — it is most readily allowed, that any 
principles upon which a Christian casuist would justify war, 
under certain possible circumstauceB, would not justify, per* 
hapa, one in twenty of the wars that have been waged. 
Very rare haa been the instance of a war on either side, 
strictly and purely defensive, of either the nation itself or 
any other endangered or oppressed people, depending on ita 
protection. But suppose any case that should answer to 
tiie strictnesa of tbia condition, — ^what then p 

It is within the easy recollection of many of us, that 
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about four or fire years eince, our govenuueut in India had 
a var with a nation (if we may name it so) called Pmdareet. 
In fact, they vere a terrible asBemblage of outlaws, robbers, 
and murderers, to the number of fifty thousand, occupying 
a strong and almost inaccessible tract on the noithem fron- 
tier. Theuce, with impetuous rapidity they rushed down, 
all horsemen, on the country, inhabited by a popiUation of 
cultiTators; seized whatever could easily be carried off — 
and with furious eagemess demolished, burnt, destroyed, 
the rest. Bat far more than this, they were univeraally 
possessed with the spirit of murder; th^ killed the people, 
without regard to sex or age ; not only so, bat when suf- 
ficiently at leisure for such amusement, they inflicted ex- 
cruciating tortures previous to death. 

Now, when the Qx>vemor-GeneTal bad intelligence of this 
—whit was he to do f what, acting as a Christian ? ifothmg t 
What, as a great magistrate, did he " "bemr the tword " for ? 
What was be QoTemor at all for P to live in splendid state, 
and number and tax the people P Or was he to direct that 
prayers should be made in the churches for something very 
like a miracle P And, on failure of that, prayers that the 
wretched people he goveined might be all meekly resigned 
to their fate? and that even, should the fell and fiendish 
legion, being unreBisted, chose to pursue their way tS\. 
down to Calcutta, all the people in their track, that could 
not escape, and at last himself and the people of the city — 
might be enabled calmly to submit to a sovereign dispense 
tion of Providence P 

He did not do this. He chose rather to act on the rule 
of his appointment, to be " « terror to eoii doert" " a mini- 
iter of Qod, a reeonger, to execute wrath vpon them that do 
evU" (Bom. xiiL 4.) But, if war is in all possible cases 
wrong, be perpetrated an enormous crime against Chris- 
tianity, in marching his armies with a c^erity onpar^eled 
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ia that climate, and encountering, Intercepting, nnd exter- 
minating the murderers, bo that the auiriving people could 
feel themeelreB in peace. 

Make a Bupposition respecting this our own land, trhich ia 
now literaUy tha last asyUtm of political, eiail, a*d reUgiotu 
liberty in Ewope. Eor its being ho, there is not one person 
here, who doubts that it ia mortally hated hj the grand 
League of despots who are eamestly intent on destroying 
these things &om the earth ; — or doubts, that, if it were an 
accessible place, a convenient part of the continent, we 
should before this day next year, receive some significationa 
of the wish and the will of this League, that we should lay 
down these pririlegea ; and on our refusal, half a million of 
armed ruffians would soon be in motion. 

Clod be thanked for our insular situation I But, suppose 
that notwithstanding this, that dreadful League, become more 
consolidated in power and resources, were, in their elation, 
to adopt the determination to try. They send, euppose, an 
embassy to express their will. Ab men having human 
rights, we think it proper to re&se. But what then f for, 
as ChriBtians, we judge it wrong and wicked t-o fight. Let 
this latter be known, and believed sincere, and the dictators 
may take the matter much at their ease ; a veiy moderate 
martial equipment may suffice. It ia, really, therefore, 
needless to put the stronger case, of an immense boet of 
northern barbarians being landed on our coasts, (Tertare — 
CoBsackfl — Calmucks,) and joined there by the legions of 
the popish states. Unless, indeed, we should suppose a 
divided opinion in the nation, with respect to the Christian 
principle of the case ; Mid that so, a veiy large and power- 
ful proportion were resolute to resist in all the array and 
action of war. Now, while, with the utmost Bocrifice and 
peril, they were doing so, and suppose siicceHsfully, — ^wbat a 
remarkable phenomenon would be presraited ! namely, the 
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otlier diviBwm of the people, deploring these very proceed- 
ings and euccesaes, by which their houses are saved from 
ravE^ aud desolation, — deploring them, as an avfiil outrage 
against Christian rectitude, — spraying for an instant con- 
vertion of these deluded men to a right apprehension of 
Christian duty — that they might immediately throw away 
their anus, and aUow the barbarian inundation to burst for- 
ward ; — or, having failed in this prayer, (and a mighty victory 
having finally cleared the land of the infernal irruption,) 
then, lamenting that a dreadful national violation of Chris- 
tian principles had been irretrievably consummated ! And, 
as success purchased by crime can, in the result, be little 
else tha^i a calamity and a judgment, they might be- alarmed 
and dismayed to find themHelves still in possession of their 
former freedom of worship, of speech, and of action, and of 
all their rights as citizens. 

The principle in question rests on the literal and ei:treme 
construction of a few expressions (such as "Setitt not evil." 
" Oise place to wrath." " Love your enemies." " To Awn 
that imiteth thee on <me cheek, turn alto the other.") Ex- 
pressions which have an easy and applicable meaning in the 
general sense of interdicting revenge, retaliation, proud, 
prompt, and angry re-action; while their unqualified literal 
interpretation (and that taken without any reference to the 
specific vocation of apostlea and missionftries) plainly tends 
to this effect, namely, that Christianity should subject man- 
kind universally to the unrestrained will of whoever is the 
most unjust and wicked : that so long as there are men who 
have more of Satan and Moloch in them than the rest, and 
are intent on practising oppression and cmelty, it is the 
absolute duty of Christians, as such, individually and 
nationally, to let them do it ; — at least rather than resist 
them in sueh & way as to endanger their persons. How 
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thia would be a moat delightful doctrioe to all the tyraQts, 
bigots, glave'drhers, robbers, and miirdererBl 

And so, while we are imsgimng that £h>d approTea good 
order and justice in human society, and requires that imti- 
tutiouB be appoiated to maintain and dispense justice and 
regulation, and protection,— all this while his last, best 
reUgion is in effect the patron of bold and remorseless 
iniquity. The case would be so, aa long as the worst men 
are bold, ambitious, and insatiable ; it mutt, unless we 
should expect the world's affairs to be administered hj a 
perpetual miraculous interference ; that is to say, adminis- 
tered on a principle the direct opposite to that which we 
see to he actually the Divine plan for human afitiira, that is, 
a system of human means and agency. According to this 
system is the Sirine appointment imd sanction of magis- 
tracy and national government. The magistrate is not to 
to leave the matter to God's disposal aa to refrain from 
using the "»word" against the doers of eviL And the 
government of a nation is but a magistracy on a larger 
scale. 

"We should apologize for having dwelt ao much longer 
than was intended on this topic, instead of that most delight* 
fril one to which the prophecy points — the ceuation of war. 
But in truth, whatever room we had, it were difficult to 
expatiate in particulars on that noble anticipation. There 
is a difference, in this case (of war), between history and 
prophecy. Thia history of the world's war&re, ia broad, 
palpable, with prominent lines teaA features spread out in a 
vast array of actual events ; the prophecy ia one bright, 
general, idea without particulars. The only mode of illus- 
trating and expanding it, is to conceive a fall reversal of the 
character of the history. And that will spread a viaionaiy 
Bcene before us, so new, and strange, and delightful, that 
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nothiiig bat prophecy, and imth in the DiYine power and 
goodneBB, could enable db to expect its realization. Think 
of a couditioa of the world, (and that world far more 
populous than now,) when there will be no tyrants, — no 
rapacioue ambition, — no hostile rivaliy, — no notion po^ 
BeBsing the goremora and chief men of the nationB, that the 
people were made merely to subeerre their paasiona and 
projects ; no crafty, fallacioua, hypocritical, representations 
to the people, to stimulate jealousy and hatred against 
other nations, in order to moke them the willing instru- 
ments of violence; no reatlesii vigilance and alarm re- 
specting the designs of neighbouring states; no intelligence 
of Buepicioiu appearances of preparation and armament; 
no negotiations of aUiances, for either aggresaion or de- 
fence. Think of a condition of the world, when there 
will be DO exhauating alienations from the rewards of 
peaceful industry, to maintain a mighty apparatus for 
destruction of both industry and man; no scenes where, in 
one day, on one small spot, more pain is inflicted than the 
sum of that which is suffered, perhaps, by the people of all 
Europe, in the ordinary course of things ; when ten, or 
twenty, or forty thousand men are alive and well in the 
morning and dead at night, — gashed and bloody, and ready 
to be tossed indiscriminately into pits ; no storming, sacking, 
burning of towns, or shattering and sinking of fleets ; no 
aged parents, or wives and children, mouming the destroyed 
relatives, or sinking that mouming in terror for tbemBelves; 
no devastation of all that peaceful toil haa planted and built 
on the plains ; no consumption of laboiv, art, science, and 
genius, in creating or applying the machinery of war. 
Think of the vast proportion of these (art, science, and 
genius,) hitherto so occupied, and of what will be the effect of 
so much applied to all peoce&l and beneficial purposes, in 
ad^tion to all besides that vrill be so employed. Think, 
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again, of aJl the quantiiy (if we may expresa it bo,) of 
passion, of feeling, of strong emotion, that has gone towards, 
and gone into, war, directed to the promotion of public imd 
private good. The stream of sentiment, — of strong intereat, 
-i-of ardent feeling, in other words, the passion, the affec- 
tion, which, during the last half century, haa flowed into 
thai rieer of blood! — think, if it had, inetmid, flowed through 
all the channels and streams of peaceAil benevolence ! 
Will there, in the better age, be less sentiment and passion 
BO to flow? 

And then, over all, through all, and as the cause of all, — 
the vital religion of Jesus Christ ; his kingdom shall be, 
"from tiore to tkore, and from the river to the ends of tie 
earth." And be it always remembered, that it is in the 
progressive prevalence of his religion, aa the anpreme cause, 
that, alone, we can look for the advancement toward the state 
of universal and inviolable peace. It will, in going on, 
assume into its service and co-operation increaeing know* 
ledge, and all improvements in political science and insti- 
tutions ; but it is ittelf akme, the security that these shall 
be fully efficient for good. The enlai^ed promotion of thu, 
therefore, we have to desire and implore above all things. 
And while we see its advancement but slow as yet, and 
behold the world under a eky menacing storms and thun- 
ders, — let our faith maintain a Arm assurance thajt the 
Almighty will, at length, fulfil aU his promises in universal 
Christianity and universal Peace. 

November 5, 1S23. 
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* They shall leat their twordi into ploriffhiharet, and their 
rpearg into pruning-hoois ; nation shall not lift up etvord 
against nation, neither shall they learn tear any more." 

We had no intention, last time, of reBunuDg thia test 
and sul^ect. But, that discourse having been occupied 
wholly with images of War, it haa been remarked that, to 
close there the considerations ariaing from anch a text, 
appeared like a determination to dwell on nothing but the 
most gloomy side of a Bubjeet, "We may, therefore, be 
excused in returning to it, for the purpose of directing the 
attention toward a more pleasing prospect. 

But, it is obrious, in such a case, what an advantage 
history has over prophecy. The history is an immense, but 
crowded, exhibition of solid and prominent facts ; while the 
prophecy is only one general, bright idea, not distinguished 
into particulars, not shaped into features. The state of 
"War is spread out to our view, the width of the world, and 
the length of all time, filled with certain and unchangeable 
realities. "We cau just as much, in looldng over a tract of 
country, avoid perceiving the hills, woods, towers, and 
villages, as, in surveying the world's wide history, we can 
fail to see the portentous forms of destruction. We behold 
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genertuij' ukvu m^nnum, cipivHHiji, aa uue a repose ana 
reparatioa of strength for new war ; and that the favourite 
literature and amusements of euch times have had very 
much a relation to war. And consider, too, what a collee- 
tivcnesB and conceutnitioa there is in war, of all human 
forces and means ; so that a given measure (so to spe^) of 
war is tantamount to a vastly greater apparent measure of 
peaceful life and action. AJl proportion is distanced and 
lost ; set its quantity of ardent exertion and of danger iu 
proportion against, what quantity of action and hazard in 
peaceful life ? or its expenditure of wealth, — its number of 
deaths. So that war, as a part of the state of mankind, ia 
equal to a prodigiously greater nominal proportion of the 
peaiieful state. Therefore, though history htu given an 



Dig t,z^=;,. Google 



OP THE PBETAI^NCE OF CHBISTIAKITI. 17 

undue distinction and proportion to war, yet, it would be 
no rigLtly proportioned history that did not give a great 
prominence to this portion of what has been done by men. 
It is right, therefore, that a Tery lai^e portion of the great 
field of history should be seen overspread with this direfiJ 
appearance. 

Such is the History. The delightful Prophecy presents a 
scene of which no part is so occupied. But it is difficult to 
realize the iact to our imagination. No fighting on the face 
of the whole earth ! no armies, nor military profession, nor 
garrisons, nor ums, nor banners, nor proclamations ! No 
leagues, offenaive or defensive ; — ne guarding of frontiers ; — 
no fortresses ; — no military prisons ! Ifo celebrating of 
victories, in gaudy pomps and revelries for the vulgar, or in 
prostituted poetry for the more refined ! A wondering 
what kind of times those could be, in which mankind ac- 
counted it the highest glory to kill one another ! Truly this 
is a state of things we are ill prepared even to conceive. 

And, again, is it not difficult to conceive the practicability 
of its attainment p For, it ia aomethiug intrinsic in man, 
in the soul and nature of man, throughout the whole race, 
that war has sprung &om. There ia the brimstone, — the 
gunpowder, — ^the forge; there ia the hot and terrible ele- 
ment, that has burst abroad in so many thunders, — that bus 
attracted infernal spirits to combine in its fires. And yet 
it is Man that is to be universally at peace ! How can it 
be ? We feel somewhat like the unbelieving lord, — " if the 
Lord would make windova in heaven, might this thing fie." 
Take mankind, collectively, such as it haa been, in any age, 
or is now ; with all the dispositions, existing as they were, 
and are. Now, with all these dispositions in full prevalence, 
conceive, notwithstanding, the whole world kept actually iu 
perfect peace for a century, in nations and every minor 
community. Would not this be the most astomshing of all 

VOL. U. C 
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miracles P Would not thia be a direct, immediate coercion 
of almighty Power, permaneatly suspeudiug or reversiiig a 
grand law of moral nature f But a time is to come, when, 
without any such miraculous coercion, Man will be in 
uniTOrsal peace I For no one can suppose that tbis unj- 
Teraal peace will be effected and maintoiued by such direct 
coercion. But then, think what there must not be in 
men, when there shall "no more" be war amongst them ! 
Tidoua selfishness, ambition, envy, rivalry, rapacity, re- 
venge, — these are the things in men that cause wars between 
them, on the small acale and on the great. And how can 
these ever be so repressed, subdued, extirpated, that all war 
shall cease? 

Men indifferent or hostile to Eeligion have been oi 
different opinions on the subject. There may indeed have 
been some wicked theorizers, who have even asserted that 
religion itself muat be extirpated before war can be; 
alleging how very often something which they choose to 
call BeUgton, has been itself the cause of wars, and has ex- 
asperated their cruelty, — meaning that eiecrable compound 
of superstition and state policy which really has been such 
a cause. This they have ehoaeu to name Eeligion ; either, 
if that be possible, in stupid ignorance, knowing no better; 
or, in spit« of their own better knowledge, and presuming 
on the ignorance of others. Some irreligious speculators, 
indeed, have avowed a disbelief that war vrill or can from 
any cause ever cease in the world ; alleging all experience 
and the radical dispositions of Man, which dispositions 
they ridicule the notion and hope that anything can ever 
effectually alter. But there have been other irreligious 
apeoulatists (self-called phiioaophers), very sauguine in 
their predictions of the abolition of war, ultimately. " It 
cannot be (they have said), that mankind will always 
continue so mad as to seek and expect their pleasure. 
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advantage, and glory, in destroying and being destroyed. 
ProgressiTo experience and knowledge will at length avail, 
both to mitigate the bad pasBions, and to establish in 
general conviction better and vieei prineiplet of gelf-intere*f. 
A more free and extensive intercourse vrill contribute to 
conciliate the nations, — will eradicate their inveterate pre- 
judices and animosities, — and introduce a more liberal 
policy. They will become, on all sides, tetter calculatorg, 
and consider what it costs to settle their differences by 
means of war. Increase of literature and enlightened 
speculation, in the higher classes, will make them feel the 
coarseness and barbarism of the passion for war. Progressive 
civilization in the inferior classes, will attach them to those 
advantages, and enjoyments of comfort, commodiousuess, 
and competence, on which war makes such ravages. And 
at length, too few men for the business of war will be found 
willing to abandon these aatiefactions to go into such an 
employment." And all this, observe, independentlg of 
religion. 

Now, WB would give their due to all thmgs of such an 
order. Such things vrill be included, certainly, in whatever 
process can and shall reduce the world at length to peace ; 
they will be taken aa accessaries and subsidiaries to the 
Master Power in the operation. But, whoever would 
reckon on such things alone, should be strangely mortified, 
one thinks, in adverting to many facts of old and recent 
history. What, for example, is he to do with the History of 
Greece ? or of the Italian Bepublics ? Or nearer home ; 
Britain and France account themselves the moat en- 
lightened, improved, civilized states in the world. And 
have they not been, with all their might, fighting aud 
slaying each other and neighbouring nations, for centuries 
almost without intermission, down to this time F In the 
French Eevolutionary government, which, after a time, 
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became eBsentially warlike, there were more philosophera, 
speculatista, literary men, than erer in uiy other. la our 
own country, through the lost half centuiy, the enlightened 
and civilized people (often ho described and lauded at least) 
have needed hut a. little excitement, at any time, to rush out 
into war. Our institutions of learning and evea theology 
have constantly abetted the spirit. And an ever-flowing 
impetuous stream there iias been, of oratoiy, poetry, and 
even pulpit-declamation, mingling with, and inspiriting, the 
coarser torrent of the popular zeal for battles and Tictoriea. 
We have had both poets and diviuea aetually sending the 
most immoral heroes to heaven, on the mere strength of 
their falling in patriotic combat. All this tells but ill for 
the efficacy of civilization, literature, refinement, and the 
instruction of experience to promote the spirit of peace, — 
without the predominance of some mightier course. And 
how obvious it is, that all these, regarded as principal causes, 
must be inefficacioua. For all causes must be so, that do 
not include, as the chief principle, the fear of God. In the 
very nature of things, it cannot be, that any r^» ot intel- 
ligent creatures within the Divine dominion can be ordered 
right, without regard to Him as the Qovemor. Without 
this, there can be no peremptory authority to inforce the 
rules of righteousness, of equity, on men's minds. Without 
this, the masims of a corrupt policy, the fashion of the age, 
the seduction of brilliant example, will be sure to have 
the sway. Men will never generally be just to one another, 
but under the sense of the presence of the God of justice. 

Again, nothing will operate efficaciously to this grand 
effect, that does not go deep into the conatitution of men's 
souls, and change their temper ; so as to quel], internally, 
those fatal paasiona, which have perpetuated external wat 
And that is what cannot be done by any civilizatir.i 
national refinement, science, or even an enlightened theu 
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retical policy. All these may be but like fair etmctures 
and gardens, extended over a ground where volcanic fires 
are in a temporaiy slumber below. All these may be 
shattered and exploded by some mighty impulse of ambition, 
or Bome blast of reyengeful anger. These exterior improve- 
ments may leave thoae paesiona in full eziatejuce there; — 
and if they be existing, they will prove it is not for nothing. 
No polish, cultivation, or intelligence in a nation, would 
be any security against its being possessed by a spirit of 
haughty and imperiout pride, which would impel it to resent 
and revenge some insult, at whatever cost of blood and 
destruction ; — or any security against ambition, when 
tempted by some opportune juncture for making a splendid 
conquest ; — or against a nation's running mad for martial 
glory, at the will and under the direction of some great 
national champioa ; — or against the pernicious delusion of 
an extravagant Patriotism. No ; there must be a greater 
nobler power brought into prevalence amoug mankind, 
and that is plainly Ghristianitx. It ia in no other way, 
assuredly, that prophecy gives the pledge for the realization 
of our hope on tow subject. And on any other ground, we 
should ^ree with thoae speculators who scorn the notion 
of mankind being ever estranged &om war. Nothing 
springing merely from the action of the human mind 
can suffice. It must be something coming irom Heaven. 
And tUe is the appointed and qualified agent. 

The bright day, however, of its general ef&cacy, is yonder 
in futurity; perhaps far off. Tet, it has accomplished 
something in this direction already. "We dare not assert, 
even, that it may not have prevented some wars. And its 
advocates have often observed, that to it is mainly attri. 
butable the mitigation of ferocity and exterminating rage, 
so evident in modem wars in these countries. And, look 
at its genuine tendency, as displayed on the smaUer scale, 
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in a (amay,— a neighbourhood, — a diatricfc. "Who has not 
lieard some instance of a family, in a wretched constant 
state of hostility within itself; but at length one, and then 
another, of the raembera of it, have been cOnTerted by the 
religion of Jesus Christ. The consequence how happy! 
But, partly within our knowledge, and our memory, there 
have been whole districts of our country wonderfully 
altered by this same agent ; especially in Lanc^hire and 
Cornwall. And it is pteaaing to observe,— where a consi- 
derable number are thus happily changed, there is a great 
external and preventive effect wrought on the general body 
of the community, in such a place ; so that all the direct 
efficacy of religion has also an indirect one. 

Mow, imagine this double effect of religion extended 
throughout a nation ; say, a powerful one, Uke this. And 
what will the natural consequence be, in respect tow^P 
Will it not be, — a comparative coldness toward that perni- 
cious phantasm of martial "glory ;" — a loathing of that sort 
of eloquence and poetry that are making a god of it ; — a 
hatred of the very name of ambitious conquerors ; — horror 
at the image of vast ma^es of men meeting to destroy one 
another ; — reflection, how unprepared most of tbem are to 
go into eternity ; — compassion, by anticipation, toward 
deprived and mourning relatives ; — a sense of the flagrant 
absurdity, as well as iniquity, of avenging some little wrong 
at the cost of so mighty a portion and variety of misery ; — 
a revolting, on an economical account, at the idea of such a 
waste and destruction of the means of the community ; — 
and a faith that Providence has not so abandoned the 
vFOrld, that we are not to wait one moment, for any inter- 
position from it in favour of justice, but, the instant the 
scales of justice are poised, we must throw in the sword. 
Such would be the spirit and temper of a nation predomi- 
nantly Christian. 
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But, it ma^ be said, — euch a nation miglit nevertbeleBS 
liave a goyemment fierce for war, and tLat would force the 
nation into it. We hardly believe that such a nation would 
have Buch a government; for, as wicked governmentB are 
given as the acourge and juet plague of irreligious and 
wicked nations ; we think the Supreme Eighteous Governor 
would not let such aa evil be on such a people. But sup- 
posing its government were of such a temper, it surely 
would not, unleBB lost to aU prudence, (and then it would 
soon deBtroj itaelf,) it would not rusk into war, under the 
decided general disapprobation of such a people. 

Now, we have only to imagine the aame progresB of pure, 
vital Christianity in several nations, and then they are most 
certainly at peace. And supposing several great nations 
brought to this state, think what a mighty and prepon- 
derating influence they, combined, would have over the 
other nations, in which Christianity had as yet gained lar 
less ground. ^<ymightform an alliance most truly " holff" 
for the exertion of such influence. We may be very sure 
that their interposed mediation to prevent wars among the 
other nations would be of prodigious weight j by, — for one 
thing, their lolly character, and unquestionably upright 
intentions ; or next, if that influence failed, by the awe of 
the power, of another kind, which such unexhausted nations 
would possess. I'or we are supposing them to keep in 
armories and arsenals for some time those implements which 
are, ultimately, to take the shape of ploughshares and 
pruning-hooks. 

We may extend our imagination of this grand process 
over the whole earth. And, (as we said in the former 
discourse,) if we believe in the future extension of the 
knowledge and vital power of the religion of Chriflt 
over it all, — we necessarily conceive this progressive 
abolition of war. Every extension, then, of this blessed 
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religion ia bo much gained against war; quencliijig still 
another, and another, spark of an infernal fire; — ^represft- 
ing in some more minds, those evil passions which are 
the prompters and the essentisl power of war. It is a 
most auspicious sign, therefore, that in this very age of 
hostile commotion, there ■ is arising a new and most eitra* 
ordinary activitj for promoting Christianity. And we think 
this zeal bears a marked characteristic of being of Divine 
origination, in the circumstance of its being animated with 
so much energy and confident hope, in spite of such a world 
of gloomy facts and omena. Because it holds by the 
strength of Divine declarations, it dares to be confident 
against an infinity of wkat is adverse ; herein difiering from 
the mere ordinary spirit of mere human projects. Is not 
this a presage something like that accompanying the birth 
of Samson ? This newly risen zeal for Christianity is the 
infant Samson, growing up against a world of the Phi- 
liatines of war, and not, like him, to perish itself in its 
victories. 

"We may sometimes indulge our imagination on the 
future scene of Univeriai J*eace,~ the grand reversal of 
what the earth haa been hitherto. No more the spectacle — 
of tracts devastated with fire and sword, — of besieged 
towns dilapidated and burning over their famished and 
dying inhabitants, — or stormed, and their streets running 
with blood ; or,— of a vast assembl^e of men arrayed and 
confronted in two hosts; in the morning in health and 
vigour, in the evening twenty or thirty thousand of them 
dead and dying, in every frightful form of laceration and 
mutilation, in all modes and degrees of anguish, — besides 
all that is in their souls during the day, and at the end, — 
and great ditches and pits for them to be thrown into in 
the mass. No more, the wealth, or perhaps the poverty, of 
a nation, and the ingenuity and labours of myriads of its 
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people, pat in requieitiim ia preparing the apparatus for 
destruction. All that wUl remaia of war will be ita monu- 
meatal relica and its recorda, — the subjecta of how maij 
muainga, — partly moiimful, but aoon tunuDg to delightful 
feHcitation, and gratitude to the Almighty. 

But we are not to regard the abene in a merely negative 
view, that there will not be war ; for, when there is not 
war, what will there he ? what p when the numbere of 
mankind are greater, and far more cultivated and intelli- 
gent, when the reaourcea are more abundant, when the 
time, and faculties, and labours are no longer eo perverted? 
Think, a moment of but this last part of the account. 
Think what would be effected by so much wealth, time, 
labour, art, ingenuity, directed to the noblest purposes of 
peace. Contemplate, especially, the happieat view of the 
subject. That there will be no war, will be because the 
religion of Christ will prevail, in the souls, life, and acti- 
vities of men, — in the individuals and communities, small 
and great. And prevailing Christianity, what will that 
cause men to do, in this universal vacation from warE 
Besides their ordinary necessary labours (the work of the 
" plmtgh»hare," and aJl the implements of peaceful in- 
dostry), think of the religious employmenta, the intellectual 
pursuits, the eiercises of charity, which there will he in 
such a race, in such a time I 

But, we can aurmiae that here some uspiring, sHent 
apirit might say, doubtingly — " "Would there, in such a 
state of mankind, he excitement enough for a strong and 
lofty apirit ? any scope and occasion for noble enterprise?" 
Think of the perversion of human sentiment ! that exploits 
of war should hare come to be deemed necessary in order 
that strong and ardent minda may have an adequate em- 
ployment ! But we have to answer, that there will at all 
events remain, then, one illuBtrioua line of enterprise. 
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" And what can that be?" Answer, no less than the enter- 
prise of " taking by violence the Kingdom qf Seaven" 
Will not that he aomethiDg worthy of the most ardent 
fipirit, Homething equal to the highest aspiring of ambition P 
But perhaps our high-apirited queetiouer pauses at this, 
and feels something of a damp and a disappointmenL 
And, perhapa, if he spoke, would say — " That does not auit 
the temper of my ambition." Perhapa not, indeed; — but 
we have to tell him, that it will Buit the ambition of the 
men of that futtire period, for, then, the religion of Christ 
will actuate their pasaions. 

But, Bubordinately to thia as the grand object of zealous 
ambition, It were easy, if we had time, to repreaent on that 
pacific field, many mod^ of exertion quite adequate to the 
higheat tone of enterprise; always keeping in mind that 
the very taate and inclination for destructive enterprise will 
be annihilated. 

Will it be impertinent juat to name a ^ind of objection, 
of a sceptical cast, from the quarter of our Economiata, — 
that under auch a ayatem, the inhabitants of the world 
would be too numerous, after a course of ages, for it to 
support P There is a moat violent and wilful exceas in their 
mode of calculation. But, with this exception, we mention 
thia opinion to admit it. But the matter of exceeding 
wonder ia, that none of these speculatora (the able leader 
of them being himself of the aacred profeasion) should 
ever seem to recollect that revelation haa apoken of auch a 
thing aa the end of the world ! ^Nothing can be more eaav 
to conceive, than that the period of that end of all things 
may be appointed to coincide with the term when popula- 
tion has reached the utmoat limit of the earth'a capacity to 
sustain it. 

Laatly, aa an admonition to individuals, professing Chris- 
tiauity — let them conaider, whether they are now of a 
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diapoaition congenial to sach a state of peace, that is, ia 
there in them an effectual repreBBion of that which is the 
spirit of war ? the aelfiehneas, — ^pride, — arrogance,— envy, 
— revenge P If not, they are essentially of the war tribe, 
however little they have to do with actoal war ; however 
much they may condemn and profess to deplore it. It is 
iust from a prevalence of sach principles in communities 
that they go to mortal war. Aud such individuals are not 
£t for that future terrestrial ".kingdom qf heaven." 
UToemAer 20, 1828. 
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" So tJii» Daniel prospered in the reign of Darius, and in 
the rei^n of Cyrut the Persian." 

It la probable that few parts of the sacred hiatoiy and 
biography bare been read with a more pleasing mtereet 
tbau the account of Daniel. It might not, then, be un- 
acceptable to make a brief survey of what is recorded of 
him, with such reflectiona as may ariee from the facta. 

He was one of the young men of the higher rank (him- 
self generally believed to be of the royal kindred) who were 
carried to Babylon in the great captivity ; and there, with 
three others of them, he was selected, on account of con- 
spicuonj personal and mental qualifications, to be, after due 
training, introduced into the service of the Court ; a very 
hazardous thing for young men; but here, for once, the 
pestilent influence struck on incorruptible materials. On 
hearing of any young man (of talenta eapedally) advancing 
in the world — rising to diatinction Mid station, the first 
point one would be glad to be-asaured of is, that he has a 
conscience, a true and faithful one. For we know full well 
that, if he have not, every step of his advancement vrill be 
but a curse to him. Here, in the instance of Daniel, we 
have the right nan. The first movement for his promotion 
found his consdence, and found it of a firm and sound con- 
BiBtence. The question was, of his living on the appointed 
portion of the king's provisiona. This might seem no such 
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very considerable matter, to be made an inBurmountable 
obstacle Bt the very entrance of a proaperous career. With 
an ordinary man, how maay perBuasive pleas and extenua. 
tionB would have corae in to help him over it ! But con- 
Bcience cannot well begin the exercise of its jmnadiction at 
matters too small. "Wien comparatively small matters of 
conscience can easily be disposed of, in favour of inclination 
Bud worldly interest, it is a very unpi*omising sign for the 
conduct in greater oneB. It is true that sometimes, (indeed 
very commonly among the supepstitioua) men have made 
much of little things, in order to obtain a kind of licence to 
make little of great ones. It was notoriously bo among the 
Jews in our Lord's time. But Daniel was not one of those, 
who while "straining at a gnat" can "■staalloio a camel," 
He earned his conscience throughout, — as the one thing he 
wsA not to forfeit, whatever else he should forego, or incur. 

It ia happy when such a man has friends that are lite 
Mm. Daniel had three that were worthy of him ; though it 
may be, that the influence of his high and ascendent 
character, contributed very much to make them so. He 
found that he should be faithfully seconded in his fidelity 
to God ; that there were men prepared to go all lengths and 
hazards with him ; to cast in their lot with him, for better 
and for worse,— for life and for death. And see how the 
principle of their friendship, their generous compact, was 
illustrated (at a period further on in the history), namely, 
they were all such as would combine their prayers to the 
Almighty for his benediction on their associated state and 
conduct. And let youthful friends be admonished to make 
that a grand point in their preference for companionship. 

They refused the royal indulgence, though the grant and 
appointment of it involved something of the nature of a 
command ; and limited thehiselves to the humble fare of the 
most austere and self-mortifying hermit ; and that, too^ 



Dig t,z^=;,. Google 



30 THE LITE ASD OHABACTEB OE DUTTEL. 

through the whole Bpace of three veare, that is, the aatid- 
pftted space ; for the tenn was in fact Bhortened by events. 
Yet they flouriBbed the more, and did aot incur tbe evil 
wbicb tbe friendly officer, who bad the charge of them, 
apprehended. No maa shall, ultimately at least, be a loser 
by any sacnfice and self-dental conacientioasly rendered to 
QoA. He will graciously receive the tribute, and he can 
compensate tbe sacrifice, in any one or in several, of an 
unknown variety of ways. To these admirable young men 
it waa done in these two ways at once; — they were in 
personal condition no worse, but the contrary, for what any 
_ yonng men of such quality might have regarded as a rigorous 
penance, — and, tbe resentment to be feared from their 
monarch and conqueror was entirely prevented. And a 
much worse thing was precluded, that is, tbe subseqneut 
condemnation or insensibility of their own consciences. 

" When a OMin't v>ay» please the Lord, he maketh even hi* 
enemiet to he at peace with him." Daniel, increasing in 
wisdom and virtue, we see in bigb favour with the con- 
queror's officer of state I and soon to appear in a very high 
and solemn capacity before that imperial personage himself. 
The king had had in his dreams what he retained an im- 
pression of as a portentous vision, but could not recall it. 
The summons was issued to the " tBise men " of Babylon, 
with the dreadful menace, " if ye will not make known wtto 
me the dream and the interpretation thereof, ye ehall he cut 
in piecet, and your htm»e» thall he made a dunghill," (ti. 5.) 
Tbia may seem like the unreasonable and extravagant de- 
mand of a tyrant; but in efiect it waa not, perhaps, so 
grossly unjust. Those that would set up themselves as 
having an intelligence far beyond the sphere of mere human 
knowledge, had perhaps little right to make, at their will, 
selections and exceptions as to the eases to which their 
superhuman knowledge should be required to be competent 
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They tell the king, indeed, that none but " the goda" are 
competent to the case ; but, unless thej were in intunate 
communication with "thegodt," what businesa had tkey to 
make such preteniiiona aa they did, which were no less than 
to give infallible predictions oi Juture eveuta P Thus muck 
(which they pretended to) they must have obtained fi^m 
" the godi," for it would be idle and impious to assume to 
have such illumination from aoy other i^uarter. And it was 
but a lea» thing, that a.^agt circumstance should be revealed 
to them by these divinities. But no god intervened in this 
eitremity. The "wise men" pleaded, and even remon- 
strated in vain ; they were reduced to silence and confusion. 
The king might justly haye told them that they ought to 
have been honest enough before such a trial to acknowledge 
and make known such a capricious limitation of their super- 
natural feculty. 

In his disappointment and anger, he sent forth a uecree 
for the destruction of " all the wise men of Babylon." And 
it seema the qualification of " wise" was become a known 
character of Daniel and his three Mends ; and therefore 
they were obnoiious to the decree. But they had a resource 
which the other wise men had not; they had access to 
Omniscience itself. And Daniel, brought before the king, 
requested and obtained time to converse with a Being that 
the king and his " wke men" did not know; avowing hia 
perfect confidence that a heavenly hght would fall upon hia 
spirit. We may observe, that in those great emergencies 
where such a direction is required as is evidently beyond 
the competence of human judgment, a good man should 
trust to the immediate signification, or interposition, of the 
Diviue Spirit. Cases strictly answ£ring to this description 
are not perhaps of frequent occurrence. Tet there have 
been not a few such situations in the in&nitely various ex- 
perience of the servants of G-od, especially in troubled and 
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For, there comes next the acootmt of the golden idol, " set 
up in tlie plain of Dura." This viould seem paasiug strange. 
To have been brought as into the presence and glory of the 
Giod of Daniel,— to Lave had acknowledged evidence of his 
superiority over all that was previously known of Divinity, 
— and then to make a lifeless image of metal to be adored! 
Perhaps every reader is struck with it as a fairt approaching 
to monstrous. But, in truth, this is but a more palpable 
and aggravated specimen of an absurdity, still very common 
among men, in more enlightened times and regions. They 
believe, — they acknowledge the God of heaven, and ascribe 
to him all that is glorious ; — and then ! — they set up their 
idols, each one for himself to worship ; not indeed, avowedly 
as gods, to receive, expressly, Divine honours, but virtually 
adored ;— to be the objects of chief interest,— deepest, -warm- 
est attachment, — dependence for happiness, — to be earnestly 
laboured for,- — lived for, — even died for, in a melancholy and 
thankless martyrdom. Happy, if these idolaters could be 
as soon and effectually convinced of the vanity of what they 
adore, as Nebuchadnezzar was with respect to his golden 
image ! 

- We shall not expatiate on the scene of Dura, every way 
magnificent and memorable, and, of itself, affording a sub- 
ject ample enough for prolonged contemplation. Daniel, in 
some tfay not explained, appears to have stood exempt &om 
the trial that awaited his three noble friends. He would 
feel profoundly interested in their condact on so grand an 
occaaion. But his anticipations of them, and for them, 
would be confident, and even elevated and felicitous. We 
can imagine his intercourse with them, relative to the sub- 
ject, previously to the appointed day and hour. And the 
converse of such men, in such a predicament, may be be- 
lieved to have surpassed all that poets have feigned, in 
pathos, in solemnity, in adjuration to fidelity to God, in 
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affectionate tows, in heroic piety. He would aee them to 
their poeition, between the idol and the fieiy furnace. He 
might then retire, to present them hefore hia God and 
theirs; from which employment he waa, ere long, to be 
called, to meet tliem again with the most delightful cou- 
gratulationa that ever apmng from the Bublimeet emotions. 

The next part of the history is given by ^Nebuchadnezzar 
himself (ch. iv.), in a long proclamation to the people of hia 
dominions. He describes a myaterioiis dream (that of the 
great Tree), which had filled him with apprehension. He 
honestly relates that he had (very strange as such a pro- 
ceeding waa) once more sent for the vain pretenders to 
hidden wisdom, whose tribe had escaped destruction through 
the favour of Qod towards Daniel and bia Iriends (as ofCea 
the wicked, in this world, are spared on accoimt of the 
rigbteoua). And once more Daniel was proved to be the 
only Oracle of the Divine Intelligence. The interpretation 
was followed, a year afterwards, by the accomplishment. 

Nebuchadnezzar, on recovering hia reason, certainly 
made an excellent use of it, in this very noble procla- 
mation ; in which he explicitly records his own self-idolizing 
pride, and th» ignominioua condition to which he waa justly 
abased, on account of it, by a Divine judgment. And he 
closes with the most elevated sentiments in honour of the 
Divine majesty and juatice, with an unaffected dignity and 
'energy of expression. A striking contrast to all the hypo- 
critical cant and pompons formality. ^Nothing like it, or 
comparable to it, was ever sent forth by any monarch. 

We are left to conclude that, soon after this, be retired 
from hia palace to his tomb. Daniel would lament his 
death ; for with the great capacity for good, there did at 
laat seem combined the right disposition toward it. Mo 
potentate ever bad such a mourner. His grandson 
fiebhazzar followed him in the empire ; and was destined to 
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perish in its fell. His life, (except ita Tery last scene,) 
appeared not worth recording ; for one chief reasoa, 
because the great friend and minister of his predecessor 
had little to do with the coarse of it. The closing 
spectacle may speak for the whole character of his reign ; — 
feasting and revelry — libertine profligacy — vain pomp — 
insolent contempt of anything connected with the name or 
the true God — and an utter, estrangement firom the best 
nnd wisest of his subjects. 

We can easily imagine what was likely to be the 
condition, as to morals and everything else, of an empire 
under such a head. And what an exempli£cation it was of 
what was spoken by the voice in Nebuchadnezzar's vision, 
that the Most High sometimes "getteth over the kingdom 
the hagest of men .'" 

The luxurious banqueting was timed very charac- 
teristically of the chief reveller and his court ; for, at that 
time the empire was formidably invaded, and the city was 
actuaUy besieged by Cyrus, after he had, as history 
mentions, utterly defeated Belsbazzar in battle. " They 
drank teine, and praised the gods of gold, of silver, of bran, 
of iron, of wood, and of atone," (v. 4.) But festivity and 
idolatry were not enough, in this most perilous juncture of 
the kingdom, without some special insult to the Ood of 
Israel; and the vessels of his temple at Jerusalem were 
ordered to be brought for these bacchwialian libations. It 
looks like judicial inlatuation when, in circumstances of 
peculiar danger impending, a direct insult is offered to the 
Divine Majesty. 

But now imagine this jovial assemblage, of the royalty 
and nobility of Babylon. They had met, expecting nothing 
but luxury and conviviality there. But something else, 
something besides, w^a to come ! But would they not be 
sufficiently fortified against whatever that might be ? No ; 
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it proved otberwise; for four words written by a etftdow* 
hand on the waU, put all their mirth and spirit to flight. 
The' words of the Almighty can be made to throw out, 
when he willa, an overpowering energy. This company 
could revel in eiuberant gaiety, with the legions of a 
victorioua besieging army around their city; but the four 
vwds I that was an irresistible assault on the elation of 
their hOarity ! that threw as it were " the shadoin of death" 
over their joyous and brilliant aesembly 1 

An instsnt summons was issued to tbe astrologers and 
soothsayers, and once more their intervention was in vain. 
"We see in what profound obscurity Daniel must have been, 
in this reign; for the king did not recollect any such 
person. The queen, his mother probably, came to inform 
him of such a man, aud of the important capacity in which 
he had stood in relation to the former monarch. When, at 
her advice, Daniel was introduced, the king actually asked 
him, " Art thou that Daniel whom the king my father 
brought out of Jewry ?" He had had his counsellors, and 
ministers, and favourites, and priests, and poets, and seers ; 
but his inquiries and notice had never fallen on such a man 
as Daniel ! 

For an interpretation of the portentous words, splendid 
rewards and appointments were offered, which a few hours 
hence were not to be his to give, and for which the prophet 
expressed the utmost indifference. The prophet made to 
him, first, a solemn representation of his careless ajid 
wicked lile, and of his final act of protaneness against thu 
Ood whom he ought to have known Almighty ; and then 
interpreted. There was no space for repentance ; for " tJiat 
night Wat the king of the Chaldeans tlain," and the city 
taken. The manner of its being taken by Cyrus the Mede, 
who was to be king of Persia, is familiar to those who have 
read illustrations of the Sacred Eiatory, 
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Daniel might now indulge his solemn meditation^ over 
the memories and the tomhe of departed monarcbs, whom 
he had heheld in all the plenitude of imperial splendour asd ' 
pride. Tbey were now but dust and a name ; left among 
the memorials of an empire also departed. But, Am great 
Master still lived ! unchangeable in glory and goodness ; 
and he remained UBchangeably devoted to bim, aJl the 
same, whatever became of mortal potentates and empires. 
He wanted no patron ; the smiles, or Irowns of monarchs 
were indifferent to him. Ho was in favour with the 
Highest Power,— insomuch that he was addressed by an 
angelic messenger with tlie unequalled appellation, " man 
greatly helonedt" To a man who had heard that, think 
how any title of worldly dignity, of mortal favour, would 
have sounded ! "We can conceive of him, more even than 
of many other of the prophets, that the general habitual 
state of hia mind, was of an elevation, in thought and 
devotion, peculiarly adapted to receive the special illapses 
of inspiration, — ^tbat (if we might express it so) heavenly 
visits had not to descend so entirely to the earth to reach 
him. These communications &om on high he probably 
enjoyed often. Several of his prophetic visions, fore- 
showing a distant futurity, are related in his book, 
occupying indeed the larger part of it ; especially some 
sublime representations of the Messiah and his kingdom. 
These carry ns away from the immediate view of the man ; 
but there remains to be noticed one part of his personal 
history, perhaps the most illustrious of all. 

Darius, the Mede, by the appointment of Cyrus, suc- 
ceeded Belahazzar in the kingdom, now become but an 
appendage to the Persian empire. In some way or other, 
the foreigner placed on tho throne had become apprised of 
the value of the illustrious captive, and placed' him at once 
in the very highest station. It was verily worth that the 
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country should be conquered — that any country should — if 
the consequence might be that the tnoBt eminent vkiadom, 
virtue, piety on earth, should be set over it. The prophet 
fared nothing about the legitimacy of tho reigning chiefs, — 
they were all alike to him. Indeed, the best proof of the 
monarch's right was his being disposed to choose the moat 
tried and illustrious Tirtue and wisdom in his dominions, to 
be raJBcd to the supreme authority in their affairs. It was 
a bright day for Babylon when Daniel was thus appointed. 
He, this one great statesman, was not ambitious, for he 
would flatter no monarch to obtain his fevoura; and he 
would not keep them, at the erpeuse of one slighteat viola- 
tion of his fidelity to the King of Heaven. Indeed, we 
may be assured that his very acceptance of such honours 
and cares waa elmply and solely in obedience to the Highest 
Authority. 

It was certain enough that his fidelity, his conscience, 
would not remain long exempt from an effectual trial. So 
must every good man expect, who is to have much to, do 
with the world. It waa resolved to ruin him, as the phrase 
is — a phrase at which he would have smiled. But it was not 
to be avowed that thia waa to be on account of his super- 
lative virtue; and, unfoi-fcunately, his conspiring enemies 
could find no other crime. Dhen they must maJce a new 
kind of crime ; and one really would have liked to know 
whether they thought he would not dare to commit it. 
But, indeed, it does seem likely that they expected he would 
so dare, ae they could venture to put all on thia hazard. 
What a teatimoney to his principles ! They were quite 
right in judging that the proper way of beginning, was to 
flatter the monarch's pride and self-importance. And they 
must well have known their mau, to have ventured, even on 
the strength of all the eastern extravagance of adulation to 
royalty, to moke euoh a proposal, — a decree that, for an 
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entire moath, no man Bhould make prajer or petition to Qod 
or man, Bare to Sariua, on pain of being caat into the den 
of lions , — that he should take declared precedence of all on 
earth and in heaven ! 

If there should be am excessive drought or rain, not a 
word of supphcation to any Immortal Power controlling the 
elements ; if a pestilence, not one petitionary sacrifice for 
abating it ; if a man were sick ho mast not request a phy- 
sician to visit him ; if fallen into a pit, not call out for 
assistance ; if his house were on fire, not entreat Lis neigh- 
bours to help to put it out ; if famishing, not ask for a 
morsel of bread; if a man had offended or injured his 
brother, he must not ask him to forgive ; if the gods (as he, 
a heathen, might easily surmise) should be angry at this 
suspensioo of their worship, they were not even . to be 
entreated to have patience till the king's time was up ! 

The poor mortal, however, was caught on the side of his 
foolish and impious self-importance. He signed the irre- 
versible decree; and all followed just as was desired. It is 
not unlikely, however that these virtuous courtiers had 
made ^ possible preparation of spies on Daniel. Tbey 
suspected he would pray ; but might think he would take 
some precaution to conceal so dangerous a fact. But all 
prying vigilance was superfluous; for he, '^ as aforetime," and 
with his windows unclosed, uncurtained, "prated and gave 
thanks before hU God three timet a-day." A striking ad- 
monition against subterfuges in duty and reUgion ; against 
contrivances at once to quiet conscience, and preserve an 
immediate self-interest. Especially, in every trial of religious 
integrity which is to be conspicuously public, under the 
observant attention of men, to seem to forego a principle, is 
to do it in fact. 

The great point appeared now to be gained ; for the king 
liimself was as much in the power of these bad men as 
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Such honours have beeu conferred oa exalted piety. And 
who, then, would not wish to be a devoted semuit of tbc 
Almighty P 

December 10, 1828. 
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THE THEEB JEWS IS BABYLOIT. 

Dahizl iii. 

" Nebuchadnezzar the king mads an image of gold, tohote 
height wag threetcore cahits, and the hreadth thereof six 
euhiti : he set it up in the plain ofDivra, in the prooinee of 
Babylon," &c. 

Ik our laat exercise of this kind, we attempted a brief 
review of the life and character of the Prophet Daniel ; but 
not dwelling at all on this splendid secondary narrative of 
his three iriends ; nor yet, at that time intending to make 
it the future subject of more extended observation. 

But we do not know that we can much better employ an 
hour of our time than in the contemplation of such a 
spectacle. 

For, as to any selected topic being peculiarly appropriate 
to this particular season or day, we may presume that 
scarcely any one here can regard that notion in any other 
light than as a relic of superstition and ecclesiastical impo- 
sition. £ven if this day were certainly known to be the 

* " Yon a^ whether the end was better than the beginning I II 
amplj the last dlscourae be the point of the question, I think I maj 
anawtx in the affirmntive. I had a splendid aubjoct— the tbres Methodists 
of Babylon in the Eery fiimace ; and perhaps I thought, and ptrhapi 
some of the auditors thought, that 1 did it tolerable justice. This wiw no 
appropriate Chiistmaa subject; but 1 began b; briefly 'shoning cause' 
why no special regard was due to the day." — Mr. Foaler to the Rev. 
Jonah Hilt, Jan. 36, IS'24. Life and Om-espoadence, ^c, vol. L p. 41 L 
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true anniversary of our Lord's coming to the earth, that 
-would not be a competent reason for attributing to it a 
apecio] eimctity — unless there were some dictate of the 
Divine will as the authority for doing bo. But the feet is, 
there is no ascertaining of the day or anything near it. 
Even the Evangelists aeem not to have known it. One of 
them says, Jeeua Christ was "about" Buch an age. The 
whole matter therefore is but an arbitrary institute of 
superstition ; that same superstition which, in numberless 
other instances, has not only connected a fanciful and false 
importance with particular facts, but also falsely asserted, or 
feigned, the facts themHelves. (Thus, relics of the saints 
and martyrs, pieces of the cross, &o.) 

All days are just equally proper, (all in which men eau 
have the freedom and command of their thoughts,) for 
grateful remembrances of the advent of our Lord. 

And also, any portion of our time and thought that ia 
firee, may be well employed in contemplating a striking 
example of fidelity to Glod. This before ua is a very bright 
and memorable one. It is true, it is a brightness sur- 
rounded by gloom, and the more splendid by that contrast. 

It is truly a sad and awful spectacle, — to behold a great 
monarch, and the personages representing the population of 
a great empire, with perhaps a numerous throng of the 
common people, assembled for such a purpose. Consider 
what man should be on earth I Beflect, that the right state 
would have been, that all mankind should be intelligent 
and solemn worshippers of the true God, of him alone ; 
the merely right state, below which, the scene becomes a 
spectacle of horror and misery, — for the vital principle of 
all good is wanting. 

Think, then, of that great empire, that prodigious multi- 
tude of human spirits (and nearly all the rest of mankind 
being sunk equally low) ready to prostrate themselves in 
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adoraticn of a figure of metal, from the hands of the arti- 
ficers. Look at them, in Buch prostratioiiB, all over the 
world, and say, that man it not fallen ! Between that state, 
and the simply, merely, right state, how awful the difference ! 
What intelligence must that be, that eould measure the 
stupendous distance I 

In the incalculahle bumaa mass, of a whole idolatrous 
world, we are shown here and there aa individual or a 
diminutiye combination of individuals, little shining par- 
ticles, specimens of what the right state of the whole would 
have been. But if they were specimens of no more than 
what was right — then, what power of thought can estimate, 
— what language describe — that condition of the general 
substance, from which they shine out in contrast ? The 
right state of the Sun, is to be one full orb of radiance; — 
that, though there be some small spots and dimmer points, 
it should be in effect a complete and glorious luminary. 
Imagine, then, if you can, this effiilgence extinguished, and 
turned to blackness, over all its glorious face, excepting 
here and there a most diminutive point, emitting one bright 
ray like a sm^ star. What a ghastly phenomenon! and 
if it continued so, the utter ruin of the system. . 

But auoh, in the history before us, we behold the con- 
dition of the human race, — of which that empire was so 
large a province. We behold three men true and faithful 
in the grand essential principle, among the innumerable 
host that were sunk, debased, and lost, as to that which is 
the supremely essential matter to man. In other pagan 
lands, however, in the same age, there was not one such. 
In Babylon, a few. 

Observe ; it is quite in the natiu-e of things that prevail- 
ing evil should he ambitious to prevail entirely ; should 
strive to overpower, and absorb the little good that stands 
out, in distinction and opposition. And here it was to be 
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brought to the trial, whether any would dare refuse to be 
idolaters, in couformity to the whole great aBsemblage. 

The history of the design, on the part of the monarch, 
would be curious, if we could know it. How he should COB- 
ceire euch a project. Were there not goda enough in hia 
city and empire, for all the worship and ofierings, for wbich 
the people could apare time and cost? And did it not 
ob?ioualy threaten great confusion in the notions, and ap- 
pointed serricea, of the established religion, thus to force in 
another deity, with all hia new demands and ritual P a new 
article in the creed, a new order of priests, &c. P Would it 
not produce increased perplexity about which god to apply 
to in any emergency P The thing least strange in the case 
was, perha^ (for he was man), that he should forget what 
he had learned by eiperience of the God of Daniel, though, 
by hia own confeasion at the time, " a Ood of gods" and 
superior to all known in his empire or in the world. But, 
then, was the new god to eicel both aU them, and that God 
too ? If not, wliat need ? and what just claim ? and what 
was to make bim thus excel ? 

It is a surmise of some learned men (Gxotius, &c.) that 
it might be designed as the act of deifying, or rather of 
expressing and proclaiming the deification of, his deceased 
father. At any rate, a Tery leading prompter in the affair 
was the monarch's own self-importance. It was for bjin to 
show himself lord of even the religion of hia aubjecta. It 
■ was for him to constitute even a god for them, if he pleaaed. 
It was for him to decree a Mth, and rites, and ceremonies 
— and penal statutes to enforce them ; to stand forward 
thus before his subjects the very front and supremacy of all 
power, both in heaven and earth — to " exalt himself above 
all that i« called god, and thai m worshipped," 2 Thesa, ii. 4. 
We need not observe, how much there haa been of the same 
sjiirit and practice in all nations anil ages. 
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m&Dds. Why, then, such an argument of persoaaion at 
hand f This might be for mete despotic pomp, — to impress 
a terror of the very thought of such a thing as disobedience. 
But it may be suspected, that this was possibly done at the 
instigation of the haters of Daniel and his three Mends. 
Those three men were on the ground, among the other per- 
Bone in high office. It had been in vain for tbem to absent 
themselves, if they had been inclined to do so. Sut they 
had higher orders to be there ! orders which they dared not 
disobey, though we shall soon see what elee they could 
without hesitation set at defiance. Their faith was warned 
of another Monarch, and also of another fire 1 a proper fear 
of whom, and of which, will oTercome all other fear. " Fear 
not them who can kill the body, but after that have no more 
that they can do; hut fear Him who it able to destroy both 
body and gout in hell." They were certain to be at the place, 
without any force used by their enemies ; for, they knew it 
could not be permitted by their " Matter in heaven" that 
his servants should be in a conspicuous station, in a heathen 
land, without bearing on them the most explicit marks to 
whom they belonged. They were assured that, in the pro- 
sent case, there most not be allowed a grand triumphant 
day to idolatry and the impious pride of power, — undis- 
turbed by at least a protest in the name of the Almighty. 
Was it for them, when their Eternal Lord was to be dis- 
honoured, to slink away into a base impunity? And, 
besides, were they to give to their own people, in captivity 
there, the lesson and eiample of betraying, even negatively, 
their religion, the only true one on earth? They know 
their duty, and addressed themselves to perform it. 

It would seem that this duty devolved on them alone. A 
question might arise concerning the numerous other Jewa 
then in Babylon, — what became of themp Were they 
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pluced out of the account oa this grand occaeioaP It 
haa been conjectured, in answer, that, aa this waa to be the 
aotemn primaty act of sanctionisg, authorizing, establiahing, 
the new worship, — the common people might, in this first 
instance, be left out of the account, as being held of no 
weight ; — that it waa the chief men only of the empire that 
were wanted, or held of any value for this purpose. The 
citation, therefore, was perhapa only to them; and so the 
Jewish common people were not required to be present. 
And there is no mention of any Jews in high official station 
but these three, except Daniel, who, &om some cause not 
recorded, waa necessarily absent. 

There were, then, three men, come on the ground under 
the fearful vocation to brave the authority, and power, and' 
wrath, of a lo% potentate, — the indignation of all his 
mighty lords, and the rage of a devouring fire. We admire 
heroic self-devotement in all other situations ; we are elated 
at the view, for instance, of Leonidaa and his small band, 
calmly taking their station in Tfaermopyle in the jace of 
countless legions. But here was a still nobler position 
taken, — by men who were fit to take it, because they were 
sure not to desert it. And it would betray a most corrupt 
state of our sentiments, if heroic devotement displayed for 
God, — ^for truth, — for religion — do not afiect ua as sublimer 
than idl other heroism. 

We may suppose the utmost calmness — the most unos- 
tentatious manner, in these three men ; thai belongs to 
real invincible fortitude. And, they had no occasion to 
begin with parade — to make a flourish of premature zeal ! 
Exhibition enough was to come erewhile ! They were " to 
be made a tpeetacle to Qod, and to angels, and to men." 
They quietly waited, looking at the monarch, the idol, and 
the fire. They, probably, did not even speak to one an- 
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other. There vas nothing th«y could need to say ; it vta 
past the time for conBiiltiiig, queetiotung, or mutual exhorta- 
tion. They were in the wrong place, if any thing lemiuned 
to be yet decided. 

But, think of the brief interval of Buapenie and ailenc^ 
between the concluiiion of the herald's proclamation, and 
the fint note of the aignftl-music 1 What would be their 
sensations in waiting for it to strike? Think of the 
intensity of listening I How much the soul may be said to 
lire during such moments, when not amazed and 8tupi£ed I 
The suspense was not long ; time was not to be wasted, by 
either the powers below, or the Power above. The haughty 
lord of the whole scene was ei^er, — the furnace was 
blazing ; — the musio sounded,— and all fell to the earth ! all 
the proudest peraonages of the empire prostrate ! And, at 
whose dictate — under what conviction,— were they thus 
mihmissiTely performing, in ^pearance at least, the moat 
solemn act that human, that created beings canP The 
mere dictate of a creature, that was one day t« become 
dnst ; — the conviction, that if they did not adore whatever 
he was pleased to decree a god, they should incur his 
vengeance. 

Thus, this proud, and numerous, and lordly assembly 
acknowledged that neither their bodies nor their souls were 
their own. Bnt so acknowledged, too, the three men that 
remained standing upright. Their bodies and souls were 
not theirs to surrender, to a monarch or to an idol. They 
belonged to another Power ; and to him their bodies, if he 
should so appoint, were to be offered in sacrifice, on that 
altar which was flaming full in their view. 

It were going, perhaps, quite to the extreme of possi- 
bility, if we should suppose in them such perfect self- 
possession, that they could look around with regret and 
compassion on this wide field of prostrate and degraded 
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bum&nitf. But, the^ had not long to look ; there were 
rigUaat ejea on them, though it seems, not those of the 
king himself. HiB devotions were interrupted, and turned 
into surprise and indignation, by occniieTB of these three 
men. These accusers well anderstood their profession. 
With artful malice they advert to favouni and honouTB the 
king had conferred on the accnsed, in order to aggravate 
the charge of disobedience, by an implication of peculiar 
ingratitude. And then, with the true address of sycophant 
courtiers, they put the alleged impiety in the form of dUloy- 
altj/. It was as against him that the offence was committed, 
more than against the god. " They have not regarded thee, 
king !" And thie very effective art has never been for- 
gotten by the haters and persecutors of the protestera in 
behalf of true religion. In their zealous charges and move- 
ments gainst heresy, schism, separation, — they have always 
taken care, first and last, to insist, with peculiar stress, on 
this point, of its being a flagrant offence against the state, 
the government, — an insult to the reigning powers. And 
this componnd of malignant hypocrisy and vile servility has 
yet a great part to play in the world. 

The three recusants of Babylon were instantly ordered 
into the royal presence. And the potentate, powerless over 
the "rage and Jwry" which agitated him, did yet display 
some remainder of a reasonable disposition. The truth of 
the accusation was not to he doubted ; but he expressed his 
amazement at their conduct as what he could hardly believe 
agtunst them. He signified that the past should go tmpu- 
nished, and he would consider them as only note brought 
to the test ; so that, bad they shrunk or repented, it was 
not too late ; at the same time, positively denouncing the 
consequence of refusal, vrith a fire in his visage which 
seemed like the refle'ttion of those flames which were bum- 
iiig for them, not tai off; and warning them not to deceive 
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that tie will reward it elsewhere. 

Ver. 17. "If it he to, our God, whom ice lerve, U able to 
deliver ve from the huming Jiery furnace, and he mill deliver 
vt out of thy hand, O king." Ver. 18. " But if not, be it 
inottm unto thee, O king, that toe mil not tense thy gods, nor 
worthip the golden image which thou host get tq>." 

Some learned critica have given, as more exactly ezpres> 
sive of the Hense of the original, an altered conatraction of 
the two veraes together, thus, " Whether our Ood, who it 
able to deliver ut, thall deliver ut or not, he it known unto 
thee," &x.; thna taking away the apparent expression of 
their assurance that he would deliver them. We cannot 
know in what degree they did expect extraordinaiy Divine 
interpoBition, but this construction of their reply exhibits 
them in a still higher, completer character of magnanimity 
and dcTotement. Such a magnanimityj — which the emperor 
might know there was but one other person among all his 
great men capable of evincing, — might have atruck him 
with reverential admiration, — might have thrown him back 
on his reflections and remembrance, — for, he coiild not but 
recollect something of the God of Daniel and hia Menda. 
B S 
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Bnt no ; pride and anger had the aacendent in that hoar; it 
was not for him to be baffled, and to yield, in the face of 
such an aaaeiiibly. In the utmoat extremity of fuiy, he 
ordered the fire to be augmented to a oorresponding inten- 
eity. " Seven timet hotter " — a phrase not of strict numerical 
import, bnt meaning the ntmoat intentity possible, bj means 
of the moat efiectuol fuel that could in haste be supplied. 
This, it may be said, could not be an unwelcome circum- 
Btance to the ^pointed Tictima, aa securing, if they were to 
die, the- shorter duration of the suffering. Our martyr, 
SlDLKT, slowly conaoming at the stake, earnestly entreated, 
" Give me more fir^-^^nore Jure I" And the some thing is 
recorded erf the Tictima in some of the infernal sacrifices of 
the Inquisiticm. Still, howerer, in the inattmce before us, 
it iraa a preparatory operation not to be looked upon with 
indifference. The deronring monster grew awfully larger 
in their sight, as if a still mightier fiend glowed and glared 
in it ; and t^e aggravated roar of the furnace would not 
sound exactly like the notes of the dulcimer which had 
preceded. 

The binding of these ioree men was a rery snperfl.aonB 
set. But it had a certain judicial appearance; and it ex- 
posed them more formally in the character of criminals and 
victims. They were bound in their garments (ver. 21), that 
is, not by means of their garments, used as bonds, but bound 
OB they were, with their complete dress upon them. The 
parts of that drees are specified in English denominations 
rery little appropriate to the eastern forms of vesture; such 
a term as " hat*" * for instance, ought not to have been 
admitted into the description. 

" The meet mighty me» " of the soldiers were ordered out 

to bear tbem to the fire. And, it was become so fierce and 

tremendous that they could not go near enough to perform 

' TiirioiH."— Eng. mvg, reading. (£d.) 
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wiiaouc impeactuneni oi loe xnvme uoTemor oi me wona, 
with respect to the iate of theee hia &itliful aemmta ; for 
he has a right to demand an absolute mairtjrdom, — an 
actual Barrender of life for his caiue, and often has re- 
quired it. Bat, in thia instance, if it had bo ended, it would 
have appeared to the whole empire, like ft complete triumph 
and sanction gained to idolatry. 

There would be, among the great men of the aeseinbly, 
nmch self-congratnlatiou that they were no such insane and 
desperate fanatics. And we may doubt whether much of 
their compassion, or even admiration, attended the three 
fiuthful to so magnanimous an exit ; for, invincible bravery 
for conscience and the troe religion, was, among heathens, 
immeasurably less accounted o^ than course displayed in 
any other way. It was remai^bly so in the case of the 
primitive Christians. The personal enemies of these three 
men, (and many such they must have had, who hated them 
for their incorruptible public virtue) — thete, too, had now 
their moment of lively gratification. 

But, the idotateous chiefs and lords had not aU the delight 
to themselves, that there was at that moment, on that field ; 
— the most animated exultation of all was glowing amidst 
the flames of the furnace 1 There was what they might all 
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hsTe enried, as thej envied sometimes the delights attri- 
buted to the high condition of their goda. The three men 
bound, were cast into the furnace. Think of the moment 
of their fitUing in t It is bejond our iaculties to conceive 
the first sensations of men, suddenly plunged into the midst 
of a vast mass of fire, of the most raging intensity, in their 
living susceptible bodies, which even a sp&rk would have 
hurt, — and yet feeling no pain, no terror. 

We may imagine a momentary amazement, but quickly 
changed into a full consciousness of exquisite delight. It 
b beyond our power, however, to bring such a &ct to our 
comprehension. Consider, it is according to natural 3aw8 
and relations that pleasure is produced, that is, the consti- 
tuted condition of human pleasure. But when, in a rare 
instance, by the Divine will and agency, pleasure is to arise 
iroia a perfect and stupendous reversal of those natural 
laws, we are thrown off from any power and means for 
estimating that pleasure. It belongs to a difierent eco- 
nomy i the recipients are not then within the bounds and 
order of mere mortal existence, and their pleasure may 
approximate or partake of the quality of that of superior 
beings. St. Paul was evidently once in this undefinable 
and mysterious state. 

The attention of NehucbadneEEar seems to have con- 
tinued fixed on the fiery receptacle; perhaps with some 
relenting for what he had done ; possibly with some degree 
of doubt, or suspense of expectation, respecting the conse- 
quence. He seems to have been the first to perceive that 
his fury, and the doom be had awarded, were frustrated. 
And with that prompt kind of honesty which appears con- 
spicuous in his character, he was the first to proclaim it. 
When immediate evidence rose before him, though to con- 
found and reproach him, he never stayed to digest his 
mortification, or to seek some saving retreat for his pnde. 
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He proclaimed, instantly, that the three men and another, 
were iralbing, unhurt, in the midst of the fire. And he did 
not send some official messenger, but vent himaelf to hail, 
and call them forth; he ardently wished them with him 
again. But they were in far superior society j the " angel" 
of God was there, a form " like a son of God," (as Bishop 
Lowth ohgerves it ought to he expressed.) The angel was, 
by his nature, no subject of the power of fire ; and, for the 
time, bis human companioas were exalted to tho same con- 
dition, by the encircling power of the Almighty. 

Nebuchadnezzar loudly called them to come forth. Had he 
any authority to do so ? He might have left it to the dis- 
cretion of their splendid visitant and associate, to lead them 
forth when he should judge it the proper time. This once, 
they were clearly beyond the monarch's jurisdiction. He 
had, in intention, sent them out of the world ; and therefore, 
as to livm, they possessed the privilege and exemption of de- 
parted spirits ; and they were seen actuaUy associated with a 
being that belonged not to the earth. As to the monarch, 
that space of fire was aa a tract of another world. And 
besides, they could have no wish to come forth. It was the 
sublimest, most dehghtful region they had ever dwelt in yet. 
In their state of feeling, that burning floor was preferable 
to the marble pavements of his superbest palace ; nay, pre- 
ferable to any spot that Adam trod in the garden oC Eden, 
with the first green and flowers of the new world, — the 
charm of primeval beauty. Those waving and darting fires, 
aspiring aloft above them, were richer in delight than the 
blooming arbours of Paradise ; for Divinity was more 
tentibly present there ; — a situation different from Eden in 
this signal circumstance, that, there, angels walked with 
man, in a scene where man waa naturaUy safe, — was at 
home ; whereas here men walked with an angel, in a place 
where, by natural laws, the angel alone could have w^ed. 
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or lived. So can the Almighty make all the elements of the 
creation subBerrient to the felicity of those that love him I 

Kebuchadnexzar called them forth, — but it was a spot 
(the single one in hia domimons), where the imperial 
monarch durst not go to bring them forth, — ^nor an; in his 
army; it was interdicted ground! At length the three 
men came out from the fire, — their celestial companion 
being left to depart, like Manoah's angel, who ascended in 
the flame. They were looked upon by the amaxed and 
humiliated assembly of grandees ; aad the eSeot of fire had 
not passed on their very garments or their hair. The king 
forgot or scorned his idol, aad once more "hleued and 
adored the God qfShadraeh, Jiethack, and .Aied-neffo." He 
justly promoted them in his kingdom ; but he had no 
honours to confer, after what Heaven had made to ahine 
and flame upon them on that great day. He could not ooii* 
fer honour on those who had triumphed over him aad hia 
gods. And as to them, there could remain, after that day, 
but one thing more that was sublime enough for their am- 
bition, — ike trangltOion by Ifeath ! 

SecmAer 26, 1S23. 
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BoicA»s viii. 28 

" We hfiow thit aU ikinga work together for good to (hem 
that love Qod, to them who are the called according to hit 
■puTpoae," 

At several of our former meetingfi, occasion was taken to 
describe the gloomy, disutrous, and mysterioua condition of 
the world and the times, to make some rejections on the 
evident and avrful prevalence of evil, and to advert to the 
hopes and. promisea of a happier age to come. 

But as our lot is cast upon the present time, and in the 
midst of so dark a dispensation, it ia very desirable to keep 
in sight whatever considerationa ase most adapted to 
impert consolation, and inspire devoat gratitude, even 
in beholding the state of things aa they are. In a gloomy 
winter of the north, while the sun ia nearly absent, and a 
dreary scene stretches round on all sides, so much more 
need and value is there of the cheerful fire and the con- 
stant burning lamp. And such a warmth and light are 
given by the truth declared in our text. " AU thing* work 
together for good to them that love Qod, to them who are tht 
oalled according to hitpvrpoie." 

Sut, perhaps, the first idea suggested by such a declare 
tion may be, — what a different tiling this world is to the^two 
different classes of its inhabitants, according to the different 
state of their minds, — to those " that love Ovd" and those 
who do not — hia Mends and his enemies 1 Aa simple matters 
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of lactj the circumstances of the world are much alike, or 
the veiy eame, to both. The general order of nature and 
provideoce, — the aspects and influences of the earth and 
heavens ; the TiciBsitudes of the seasoiu, with their severitiea 
and bountiea ; the sustenance and protection of life,— are 
the same to both. Both are fed and clothed, sleep and 
awake, dwell and travel. To both is the eame mingled 
distribution of health and sickness, accidents and nusfor* 
tunes. They both share in great public benefits and 
ealamjtiea ; in the effects of a wise and beneficent govern- 
ment, or of an insane and barbaxous tyranny ; in prosperity 
and peace, or the devastations perpeb^ted by war ; and if 
there be pestilences, liunines, earthquakes, or fires. In this 
more favoured part of the world, the divine revelation shines 
on both classes alike ; the Redeemer, the Son of God, is 
manifested before them, with all the grace, the blessings, 
the promises, the prospective glories of his gospel. Does 
not all this appear a veiy comprehensive likeness in the 
condition of men P And this fact, of tho likeness or same- 
ness in so many circumstances, in the human condition, 
both to the good and the evil, would be a most mysterious 
thing, without a light cast upon it £:om heaven. And this 
was forcibly and painfully felt by thoughtful men, even 
ouder the light, but the mere glimmering light, of the 
earlier revelation, as by the Fsalmist and the vniter of the 
book of Ecclesiastes. 

To us is granted a light that pierces deeper through this 
sameness On the aurfiace of things. And then, what an 
immense difference! The moat striking of all kinds of 
nnlikenesB is that, where the effects are inmieasnrably dif> 
ferent, while the things themselves are the same. Behold, 
then, this economy of tho same things constituting the por- 
tion in this world, of both the good and the evil ! View it 
B9 in the effects of these things upon the two claseea respect- 
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ively. The good thiags, good ia thetuBelTea, in the conditioit 
of man on earth,— what do they do for evil men, the 
enemies of Ood F and the evil things, what ? What to them 
is the effect of all nature, with its beauties, its grandeurs, 
its viciBaitudee, its productions? "What to tltem, the 
bounties of Frovidenee, the support and protection, the 
health, the pleasures, the wealth P Or what, to them, the 
contrary part of their experience, — the privatioca, the difl- 
appointments, the sickness, the share of general calamities P 
"What are all these, in effect, to men, who continue still irre- 
ligious, thoughtless, unthankful, unhumbled, unholy enemies 
of God — rendering no service to him, — making no spiritual 
improTement, no preparation &r the eternal state, but frus- 
trating all the discipline of Heaven F 

Xow, where can terms be found to express the measure of 
the difference between such a ciindition, and that which is 
asaerted of " them that love Oodf" And think, what a 
force of contrast is thrown on these two opposite states of 
a human sou), by this single consideration, — that the one is 
so disposed as to derive no essential benefit from the entire 
order and total of things, — the other is so disposed, that all 
things operate towards it beneficially. Is it possible to 
conceive any representation that should, in all reason, strike 
with a more awakening impression or a stronger incitement? 
To sojourn in this world of crowded objects and incidents, 
with an experience of its vast variety of pleasing and painful 
things, and in a state of mind which repels all the most 
precious good that they might impart 1 Or, in a state which 
draws and receives into the soul, &om all the diversity of 
things, a pure, ethereal emanation, a vital spirit, augmenting 
the inner life, refining, invigorating, and elevating the soul, 
to a readiness to fly off Into eternity 1 

And, that one state of the soul should thua repel the 
essential, spiritual good of all things, and that an opposite 
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ooe Bbould attract it — is not straDge, if we cooaider what 
principle it is that is present or absent &sre—the love qf 
God. Thai being wanting, how should the sool derive the 
good of things P The perception, the discriminating faculty, 
is wanting; the tranamuting power ia wanting; the prin- 
ciplo to repel the evil is wanting; nay, the very will to 
obtain the good is wanting. The happy adaptation belongs 
only to " theTH that love God, who m-e the called according to 
hit purpose," 

The latter part of the sentence explains how they come 
to love Gkid, — "not that they Jiret loved him, btit that ha 
loved them." They were the objects of his gracious "pwr- 
pote." "Predestinated" (says the apostle in Another place) 
" aceor^ng to the purpose of him mho tcorketh all thinyt 
after the eowuel qf hit own mil." Again, " according to 
the eternal purpose which he purpoted in Christ Jesus our 
Jjord." Again, " who hath called us with a hoh/ calling, not 
aeeording to our works, but according to his own purpose and 
grace, which was gicen us in Christ Jesus before the world 
began." And so the Terse following the text proceeds, in 
continuation and explanation of it, " whom he did foreknow, 
ihem he also did predestinate, them he alto called," &c So 
one that knows wiything aright of the dreadfiilly alienated 
state of our nature, can for a moment believe th^ a con- 
dition of the soul in which the lore of God should prevail, 
can be produced, created, by any less cause than the 
sovereign operation of the Divine Spirit ; in other words, 
by an effectual "calling." But, then, neither can he 
imagine, that this effectual operation, this eupenutural 
" calling'' should be an unpredetermined action, as if &om a 
suddrai, and, ee it were, incidental thought of the Almighty. 
" Shown unto God B/re all his works, from the beginning qf 
the world." 

Thia, then, is ibio sacred train and process ; the andemt, 
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tmalterable mtention, or "purpose" fulfilled at length in 
"the ealUng according to that purpose," and this " oaUing" 
being an inspiration of " the love of Ctod" into the renewed 
soul. And thia places the soul in a new system of relations 
with the world and its erents, and that, the most advaa- 
tageous one that is possible. It is, esaentiaJly, a Teversal 
of the former, and merely natural, state of relations with 
the world, (that is, aa to the spiritual effect.) Not that we 
can be so thoughtless, as to represent it as being an entire 
reversal. Ko ; unhappily, those who experience it in the 
greatest degree hare to deplore a sad remainder of the old 
natural relation to the vorld, — of that state on which 
things and events do not operate beneficiaUy. But the 
indwelling of the Love of Qod constituteB a radical change, 
so that "the workmg together" of things upon the mind, 
shall be, mainly and predominantly, "Jbr good:" and pro- 
gressively more so, in proportion as that sacred principle 
more fully prevailB. 

We observed, that, in the absence of this Divine principle, 
the soul is naturally incapable, unqualified, to receive the 
essential good from all things. On the contrary, — that 
principle prevailing within it creates (shall we say P) a 
natural adaptation to derive the good. Ifot in any manner 
independently of the continual operation of the Spirit of 
Ood 1 but at the same time, that Divine Spirit, in having 
imparted this heavenly principle, and in maintaining it in 
the soul, baa given it a state, or constitution, naturaUy 
adapted to derive good from all thin^. 7or consider ; the 
love of God, as far as it prevails in the sonl, makes it quick 
to perceive, to dislike, and to repel, aD that la evil ; makes 
it solicitous, vigilant, and active, to apprehend and obtain 
all the most essential good. The love of Gh)d will naturally 
connect the thought of H'"! with " all things." The love of 
Gh)d counterworks the internal corruptions and evil pasBions 
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vliich render the BOiil subject to the noxioua influence 
of things. The loTe of God mores the soul to have con- 
tmual recourse to him. Thus the love of God, by its 
natural tendency, is adapted, and adapts the soul, to secure 
the noble advantage named in our text. 

But, then, beyond all this, the supreme security is, that 
Ood will have it so. Ke will make " all thing* work for 
good to them that love him." They are the moat valued 
objects he has in the world; and it may well be believed 
that theirg shall not be suffered to be a secondary interest, 
sacrificed to any other, — that they shall not be lefl to 
chances and hazards for their welfare. For their sake, he 
has willed and has given sometUng incomparably more 
valuable than all things here, even his beloved Son, who is 
constituted " to the church, head over all thingt." And 
this cannot be less thaa a security that "all thing*" shall 
be made to miaiater to them, in conformity to the purpose 
of that supreme gift for their weliare. His grand inten- 
tion, in this chief thing, he will not suffer any other things 
effectually to counteract. But the sune exertion of 
power that can prevent their doing so, can also make them 
co-operate for bis people. And the declaration is, that 
they do "teork together Jbr good." 

But, then, ia it not very strikjng to consider what a 
system iKere ia going on, of which the men of the world, 
the strangers and enemies to QoA, are very little aware f 
Tbey think not that the world itself, vrith all its large 
economy, is maintained chiefly on account of "them that 
love Ood." They little consider, that this mingled scene is 
serving the purpose of a place of discipline, a great school, 
a field, for training, exercising, improving, maturing, a select 
and peculiar raoe, in preparation for another world. It is 
but very indistinctly apparent to them, how the multitude 
of things, and the course of events, of whatever kind, are 
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put under a sovereign requisition to contribute service, and 
invaluable profit to the peculiar people i — how the great 
arraugements of Nature, and the procedure of Providence, 
are directed in a combined operation for their welfare. 
TUej look on the ffood in the system, in its mere natural, 
material character of good, — but little aware that this is 
made to impart a &r higher, nobler, kind of good, to " them 
thai love God." And thej regard the etiU (the euffering, 
the affliction) as simply evil ; hardly sensible that this, 
even this, is tamed to infinite advantage to the children 
of God. 

The proud and mighty ones of the earth are eierting 
their utmost power and devices to make " all things ' ' serve 
their interests, — their aggrandizement, — lame, or luxury ; 
never dreaming that the Almigh^ Potentate is making 
" ail thing*," and them among the rest, co-operate for the 
advantage of his friends ; and many of these being such as 
they would disd^ to look upon. Monarchs are thus un- 
consciously tributaries to their subjects ; tyrant lords are 
performing service to their slaves. And when these lofty 
and arrogant beings are working with all their migbt 
agMnst one another, in prodigious contests and conflicts, 
little do they suspect that they are all the vhile co-operat- 
ing, '^ working together" for the benefit of another class] 
Would not tht^, if it could suddenly come on their percep- 
tion, pacify them at once P " What !" they would say, on 
both sides, " what ! working with all this strife, and tumult, 
and cost, for the advantage of those people they call 
taintt!" The very pride that raised the contest, would 
still it I 

" Jil things;" that is, all things that attend them in 
life ; — all things that have a part in their lot. A large 
assertion ! but where ia the impossibility of its being true ? 
A Ttmn whose eonl is animated and suictified by the love ot 
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God, what caa he see, or hear, or encouTiter, from which, 
under the aid of the Diviiie Spirit, he absolutely cannot 
extract any good P what, in the world of nature P what, in 
the world of man ? Eren the worst thing he can behold, 
wickedness, — the woret he can hear, profaneness or blas- 
phemy,— can he draw no good &om them P With this 
holy affection glowing in his soul, suppose him placed {if 
by necessity, and not choice) in the rery centre of a scene 
of eiceasiTe iniquity,— might he not drnwfrom every point 
of the circuit something salutary ? some manifestation of 
the nature of man, — of the dreadful nature of sin,— the 
rectitude of the Divine law, — the justice of the Divine 
judgments, — the necessity of an omnipotent agency to con- 
vert the hxunAn soulF Might he not be struck with a 
religions horror, lest himself should fall into sin ? Or 
inspired with fervent thankfiilness for having been saved 
or redeemed from it P might he not feel an emotion to 
implore the interference of Almighty Power p Thus he 
might, in the very worst field, reap invaluable spiritual 
advantage. 

"JM tMngt" It were easy, hut is unnecesBary to 
recount distinctly the kinds or cdasses of things. There 
are the temporal good things in this life — good in them- 
selves, simply considered. Now it is a mighty thing to say, 
of any mortal, that these shall absolutely work for his good. 
But the prevalent love of God will make them do so ; will 
excite thankful admiration of the Divine bounty, — stimu- 
late a zeal to serre Ood, — ^more benevolent compassion for 
those who are suffering the contrary of this temporal good 
— and excite to active charity. To apprehend the value of 
the prisc^le that thus sanctifies the use of the good things 
of this life, look at what they become in the hands of 
strangers to G^d ! 

But, the most animating light of the glorious truth 
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aaserbed in the text falls on the darker eide of the Tiew of 
humaa life, — on the harsher, the afflictive, potidoa of good 
■ men's eiperience. Like others, " they that love Ood" are 
passing through a field, a wildemeBS, where Dumberless 
evils are, as it were, let loose, to assail them, — to harass, 
pain, plague them. How many things are there with stings, 
with darts, with bitter cups! And all this evil affects 
them, in the first instance, in ila own proper quality. The 
grand traiurmuting power comes in, not before, but after. 
If they are involred in great general calamities, there is 
alarm, anxiety, sense of hazard and peril, deprivation, 
struggles under hardships, and perhaps destitution. Sut 
all this may be made the means far more effectually to con- 
vince them that, " thU U m)t their rest ;' ' — that this world 
will not do for them ; — to promote their submissiTe adora- 
tion of an all-goTeming, wise, though mysterious Provi- 
dence,— and to inspire an energy of desire and effort 
toward a better country. And so &r as they feel this to be 
the inestimable effect, will they not bless God even for the 

The apostles had often to enforce and magnify this great 
topic of consolation, in reference to the persecutions to 
which they that loved Glod, and were the followers 
of Christ, were doomed. And when the sufferers found, 
that amidst their tribulations, their faith waa invigorated, — 
their patience consolidated, — their dedication to God ren- 
dered more absolute, — their view of heaven brought nearer, 
and looking the brighter for the intervening gloom, — ^they 
were enabled to "rejoice in tTihvlation" &om the expe- 
rience that aU was working "for good" There was no 
possible good on earth so great to them, aa that which their 
afflictions were working for them. 

Sut there are the more ordinvy pains and grievances of 
life, incident at all times j bodily sufferings, — distress in 

VOL. II. r 
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the family, — frustrated cares and eiertions — or wrongs Bui 
fered from the injustice of men. But what pious man, that 
has auifered these, has not to teU, that eucli things (under 
Divine discipline) have contrihuted to wrench him from the 
idolatry of the world, and, as it were, to force him to seek 
his all in Oroi ? And even the evils of a spiritual kind ; 
the paina of conscience, — foara of the Divine wrath, — 
plunges of temptation, — perplesities concerning religious 
truth ; — through these, ^ a severe discipline, .many minds 
have been drawQ and exercised, to the attainment of a 
happy elevation of Christian maturity, sanctity, and peace. 
The spiritual good is infinitely the noblest to which the 
evils of life can be made to work. Sut it might be added, 
that it has sometimes been in the plan of Providence to 
direct their co-operation to a great temporal good ; as in 
the case of Jacob, who said, "All these things are against 
me;" in the instance also of Job. But still the highest 
good is, that the soul be made better. 

Each agency, separately taken, may be made beneficial. 
jiut observe the force of the word " together:" The Al- 
mighty uoes not work by means and agencies apart, but by 
their concurrence and combination. He keeps in order of 
co-operation what appears to us a vast eonfiision of things. 
But for the faith of this, his servants might look on the 
crowd and tumult of things with an utter distraction in 
their calculations and hopes. They betold a thousand dii- 
ferent things ia action (each doing something) around 
them. But how thoy can be all,— or, often, any small 
number of them, co-operating to any one efiect, they can- 
not comprehend and conjecture. Often they appear in 
utter counteraction, baffling and destroying the effects of 
one another. Yet faith is assured there is a stupendous 
invisible machinery which holds them all working in con- 
nection! And he that loves and adores God dares cot 
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point to one of them and saj, " That is ftbaolutel^ need- 
less," or, " That , obstracts lather than co^perat«B or 
conduces." 

But vhat admiration ia due to the wisdom and power 
that can, and to the goodness that wUl, make all "work 
together for good I" Sometimes, in the result, it haa become 
evident of what essential importance, Id the process, was 
some iqiparently Tery little or trifling thing in the com- 
bined number of things. And then it may have occurred 
to a derout man to reflect, on the supposition that, during 
the process, he might have been permitted a soyereign dis- 
cretion to throw out that one little circumstance, as trifling, 
needless, and impertinent; what the consequence would have 

" Work together." Taking a narrower view, we may 

observe, that sometimes we have seen one thing operating, 
and another, and another, — each in some sort of reference 
and tendency to an end, but still with little eflect, or apparent 
coincidence, — till at length one thing more, unthought of, 
has come in, and that baa instantly brought them all into 
combination, and thrown all their forces, in conjunction, 
directly upon the object, the effect. 

It is not impossible, even, tiiat in some instances, a con- 
currence of difierent and opposite temptations may have 
been made to work the safety of a good man, who would 
have been deeply endangered by any one of them coming 
separately. God can bring the required causes to "work 
together." If the secret designs of Providence, for a certain 
space of time forward, might be revealed to us, it would be 
seen, that many good thiaga, intended for one and another 
of God's servants now living, depend on a co-operation of 
causes that are at this hour widely asunder, — perhaps 
depend, for example, on the meeting of several persona, who 
are at this time in several and distant parts of the world. 
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and Piitire stranger? to one another, possibly even in name. 
But they ore certain t9 meet, and in co-operation perform 
the appointed sen-ice to him that God intends it for. And 
. both he and they may hereafter wonder at that strange 
igement of Proyidence which so brought it to pass. In 
; in ways beyond number, that declaration is conti- 
y in the process of being verified, "All things are 
r, the world, or life, or death, or thingt present, or thingt 
ne, all areyovrt" and this is because they " are Christ's, 
Ohrist it Ood'e." 

id, finally, this ia but the introductory state of privilege, 
Bult in that greater state, in which it is promised to the 
[ul and victoriona, that they ''shall inherit aU things." 
thus how tme it is, that "godliness," the love of God, 
•rtjfit^le fir all things," " having the promise," in the 
!Et sense, " tjfthe life that now U, and of that which it 
ne!" 
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A00EB8 TO QOS. 

HXBBXWB xi, 6. 

" Se that eometh to Ood must helieve that he it, atid that he 
i* a rewarder of them that diligently seek him." 

No saying is more common among us, or perhapa leaves 
a more transieat impresBion, than that to approach to God, 
while enjoined as a duty, is also au eiaineut privilege. Ab 
no one thinks of questioning it, vre easily let it pass, as if 
there needed no more bnt to assent to it. 

That it can thus be an unmeaning sentence, a liielesa 
notion, indistinctly presented to the apprehension, and 
holding no communication with the affections, betrays that 
the soul is taking little account of its beet resources for 
happiness. But snch it will be, unless we can be serious 
enough for an exercise of thought, to apprehend as a great 
and interesting reality what we have so often allowed our- 
selves to hear, or to utter, as little more than an insignifi- 
.cant common-place of religious discourse. Can we be 
content it should be so P WLen it is understood that, 
among the things possible to man, is the very extraordinary 
one of "coming to God," shall we not make a fiiitblul, 
earnest effort, tbat the thing so affirmed and believed may 
have to us all the effect of a reality, in being brought with 
clearness to our apprehension, and with power over our 
feelings P 

It is a wonderfiil idea, even as apprehended at once, in a 
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single act of thought, without intermediate process of ad- 
vancing from less to greater, in ascent towards the greatest 
—the idea of the infinite, almighty, eteriial Being, as to be 
approached, and spoken to, and communicated with, by 
man. But a gradation of thought, a progressive rising 
toward the transcendent and suprerae, might contribute to 
magnify the wonderfulness of the fact, of man daring and 
permitted to enter into a direct communication with God. 
— But by what order and train of ideas might we seek to 
advance towards the magnificence of the contemplation? 

If we might allow ourselves in such an imagination, as 
that the selected portion of all humanity, the very best and 
wisest persons on earth, were brought and combined into a 
permanent asseiuhly, and invested with a sovereign autho- 
rity — the iiighest wisdom, virtue, science, and power thus 
united — would not a perfectly free access for the humblest, 
poorest, most distressed, and otherwise triendless, to such 
an assemblage, with a certainty of their most kind and 
sedulous attention being given — of their constant will to 
render aid — of their wisdom and power being promptly 
exercised — would not this be deenfed an inestimable pri- 
vilege to all within the compass of such an empire ? Indeed, 
if such a thing might be (an extravagantly wild imagina^- 
tion, we confess), it would take the place of Providence in 
the minds of the multitude, and be idolized. 

But take a higher position, and suppose that there wc-re 
such an economy that the most illustrious of the departed 
»amte held the office of being practically, though unseen, 
patrons, protectors, asaiBtaots, guides, to men on earth ; 
that the spirits of patriarchs, prophets, and apostles, could 
be drawn, by those who desired it, to a direct personal 
attention, and to an exercise of their benignity and intei- 
ference— would not this appear a resource of incalculable 
value P It is because it naturally would be bo, that the 
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Itomish cliurch was so succeBsful is imposing on the people 
the fiction of such an economy as an undoubted reality, 
(and, indeed, paganism had before done aomethiug of a 
similar kind.) So grati^ing, so consoling, so animating, 
lias this imaginary privilege been felt by millions of that 
church, tbat their devotion has seemed actually to stop at 
this lere! of invisible eiistence ; the Almighty Father, and 
the Eedeemer, comparatively forgotten. 

But there ia another far loftier ascension. We are in- 
formed of a glorious order of intelligences that have never 
dwelt in fiesh ; many of whom may have enjoyed their 
existence from a remoteness of time surpassing wliat we 
can conceive of eternity ; with an inunense Cipansion of 
being and powers ; with a perpetual augmentation of the 
goodness inspired by their Creator ; and eiercising their 
virtues and unknown powers in appointed offices of bene- 
ficence throughout the system of unnumbered worlds. 
Would it not seem a pre-eminent privilege, if the diildreo 
of the dust might obtain a direct communication irith 
them ; might invoke them, accost them, draw them to a 
fised attention, aud with a sensible evidence of their indul- 
gent patience and celestial benignity P Would not this 
seem an exaltation of felicity, throwing into shade every- 
thing that could be imagined to be derived to ub from the 
benevolence and power of mortal or glorified humanity p 

Kow, here we are at the summit of created existence; 
and up to this sublime elevation we have none of these 
supposed privileges. No ! there is no such conjunction oi 
the greatest virtue, wisdom, and power on earth. Departed 
saints have no appointment to hear our petitions ; and when 
we perceive, as it were, the distant radiance of an incon- 
ceivably nobler order of beings, it is with the consciousness 
that we cannot come into their sensible presence and re- 
cognition, cannot invoke their express attention, cannot ky 
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(u by Him irhose own vmrda sa&j be, at the very time, com- 
manding new creationB into ezistence. 

But reflect, also, that it is an act to call the apecial 
attention of Him whose purity baa a perfect perception 
of all that is evil, that is unholy, in the creature that ap- 
proaches Him ; of Him whom the applicant is conscioua be 
has not, to the utmost of bia Acuities, adored or loved : 
al&B ! the very contrary ' 

What a striking, what an aiii«»ing riew is thus presented 
of the situation the unworthy mortal is placed in, the 
positicm which he presumes to take, in " coming to God," 
How anrprising then it is, how a.l«T-niing it well may be, to 
reflect on the manner in which, too often, we use this priri* 
l^e I What a miserably &int conception of the Sovereign 
Majesty I A reverence so defective in solemnity, that it 
admits the intrusioa of every trivial sttggestion. Thoughts 
easily diverted away by the slightest casual associatioa. An 
iuanimate state of feeling, indifTerence almost, in petitioning 
the greatest blessings, and deprecating the most fearful 
evils. So that, on senous reflection, the conacioueness 
would be forced upon as, of ita being too much to hope 
that such devotions can be accepted, such petitions granted. 

To rebuke this irreligion, infesting and spoiling the very 
acts of religion, think again of the situation of such a 
creature as man coming into the immediate presence of the 

Divine Majesty, The very extremes of spiritual eiiatence 

the infinitely Most Glorious, and the lowest, meanest of all, 
brought into comjaunication ; the absolutely holy, and the 
miserably depraved — the guilty. "We may conceive that a 
creature of even such humble rank aa man, if he were but 
perfectly innocent, might approach to a communication vrith 
the Eternal and Infinite Essence, though not without inei- 
preasible awe, yet without terror; but since he is impure 
and guilty, the idea of his "eommg to God" would be no 
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otber than the image of a perishable thing brought within 
the action ai " aeomuminffjire;" the moral quality of the 
DiTiae Nature being in direct antipathy to that of such a 
creature approaching. Let a man, really and deeply affected 
^th the debasement of hia nature and his individual guilt, 
stand conscioUBly before the all-perfect holiness of God; 
let him thinli what it must he to come in immediate contact 
(shall we say f) with that holiness ; every look at his Binful- 
ness, eveiy secret accusation of his conscience, would fix 
and determine Ms attention to the Divine holiness — irre- 
sistibly so — rather than to any other attribute : for in all 
comparisons, even with our fellow men, our attention fixes 
the most strongly on that in which we are the moat in con- 
trast and antipathy with them, especially when the contrast 
presents something for us to fear. So with a creature 
consciously full of ain in immediate approach to Ilim who 
ia "glorious in holiness'' the attention would be arrested 
by that, as an opposite, a hostile, and a terrible quality; 
and the longer it were beheld, the more it would appewr 
kindling and glowing into a consuming flame. 

A sinful being immediately under the burning rays of 
Omnipotent Holiness! The idea is so fearful, that one 
might think it should be the most earnest, the most 
passionate desire of a human soul, that there should be 
some intervention to save it froni the fatal predicament. 
N^o wonder, then, that the most devout men of every age 
of the Christian dispensation have welcomed with joy and 
gratitude the doctrine of a Mediator, manifested in the 
person of the Son of God, by whom the holiness of Gkid 
and the sinfulness of man are, as it were, kept atimd&r-; 
and a happy communication can take place through the 
medium of One who stands before the Divine Majesty of 
Justice, in man's behalf, with a propitiation and a perfect 
righteo 
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Thus far, and too long, ve haTe dwelt on the wondertul- 
neBs of the fact and the greatnesB of the privilege of "coming 
to God." We have to conaider, a little, vMitehatJailh this 
is to he done. " Mutt believe thai he it, and that he i* the 
rewarder of them that diligently seek him." 

The fact of the Divine eiistence must be assumed by the 
seeker foe permanent good. AVhat a condition it were to 
be looking round and afar into boundless inanity in quest of 
it! uttering the importunate and plaintive cry, " Who toilt 
thoai vf any good?" — directed first to poor fellow mortali^, 
who cau only respond in tbo eame words ; and then to the 
fantastic, shadowy creatures of imagination — ^nature, for- 
tune, chance, good genii. 

" Must believe that he it." Must have a most absolute 
conviction that there is one Being infinitely unlike and 
Buperior to all others ; the sole Self- existent, All-com- 
prehending, and AU-pDwerfiil ; a reality in such a sense 
that all other thidgs are but precarious modes of being, 
subsisting simply in virtue of his will ; — must pass through 
and beyond the sphere of Bense, to have a spiritual sight of 
"Sim that is invitible;" and, more than merely a principle 
held in the understanding, must verify the solemn reality 
in a vitally pervading sentiment of the soul. 

And what a glory of intellect and feith thus to possess a. 
truth which is the sun in our mental sphere, the supreme 
itself of all hghts, and whence radiate all the illuminations 
and felicities that can bless the rational creation! And 
what a easting down from heaven, aa it may well be named, 
— what a spectacle of debasement and desolation ia 
presented to us, when we behold the irightful phenomenon 
of a rational creature tUtbelieving a God ! There are such 
men, who cim look abroad on this amazing universe, and 
deny there is a supreme intelligent Cause and Director; 
and if some of these are possessed of ''ztraordinary talent 
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ftnd knowledge, the fact maj ahoir wh&t human reason is 
capable of, when rejecting, and rejected by, Divine 
influence; and we maj presage the horrible amazement, 
when that truth respecting which the lights of science and 
the BpleudooTB of the str^ ^f^ l^f^ them in the dark, shall 
at length suddenly burst on ttiem 1 

" Se that cometh to God must believe thai he is." But 
how easily it may be said, " "We have that faith ; we never 
denied or doubted that there is such a Being." Well ; but 
reflect, and ascertain in what degree the general tenor of 
your feelings, and your habits of life, have been different 
from what they might have been if you had disbelieved or 
doubted. The expression "coming to" him, Beems to tell 
something of a previous distance ; see, then, what may have 
been, in a epiritu^ sense, the distance at which you have 
lived from him. Has it been the smallest at which a 
feeble, sinful creature must still necessarily be left, not- 
withstanding an earnest, persisting effort to approach him; 
or rather the greatest that a mere notional acknowledgment 
of his existence would allow P What a wide allowance is 
that ! and what a melancholy condition to have only such a 
faith concerning the most glorious and beneficent Object, 
OB shall leave us contented to be so far off from him! 

This belief cannot bring the soul in effectual approach to 
Qod, unless it be a penetrating conviction that the truth so 
believed is a truth of mightiest import ; that, there being a 
God, we liave to do with him every moment; that all will 
be wrong with us unleM this awful reality command and 
occupy our spirits ; that this faith must be the pre- 
dominating authority over our course through the world, 
the determining consideration in our volitiona and actions. 
When we say than, that we have this belief, the grave 
question is. What does it do for us P Are we at a loss to 
tell whatP Can we not verify to ourselvea that we have 
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this belief, in any other way than by repeating that we 
believe P 

The effectual faith in the Dixine existence always looks 
to consequeuceB. In acknowledging each glorious attri- 
bnte, it regards the aspect which it bears on the 
worshipper, inferring what will therefpre he because that U. 
It U not a vaUd &ith in the Divinity, as regarded in any of 
his attributes, till it excite the solicitous thought, "And 
what thenP" He is, aa supreme in goodness; and what 
then ? Then, how preoiooa is every assurance from HmseK 
that he ia accessible to us. Then, ia it not the truest 
insanity in the creation to be careless of his favour P Then, 
happy they, for ever happy, who obtain that favour, by 
devoting themselves to seek it. Then, let us instantly and 
ardently proceed to act on the conviction that he is the 
"reiearder of them that diligenth/ geelt him." 

This actuating conriction must be decided and absolute 
in him that "eometh to God." He must feel positively 
assured it will not be just the same to him, in the event of 
things, whether he diligently seek God or not, Without 
this, there cannot be a motive of force enough to draw or 
impel him to the spiritual enterprise. His soul will 
stagnate in a comfortless, hopeless, and almost atheistical 
inaction ; or, with a painful activity of imagination, he ma/ 
picture forth forms of the good which such a being as the 
almighty eotdd do for him, and then see those visions 
depart as soma vain creations of poetry; or he may try to 
ffMe to what keeps him afar from Glod a character of reaaon 
and philosophy, by perverted inferences from the un- 
ohangeablenesB of the Divine purposes, or the necessary 
course of things ; or he may pretend a pious dread of 
presuming to prescribe to the Sovereign Wisdom : all, in 
effect, terminating in the profane question, " TPhat profit 
shall tee have if we pray to him t" 
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Without the assured belief that something of immense 
importance is depending on the altemative of rendering or 
withholding the homage of devout application, all aspi- 
ration ia repressed, and we are left, as it were, prone on the 
earth. We are to hold it for certain, that, even though 
divers events, simplf as facts, maj' be the same in either 
case, yet something involved in them, and in the effect of 
the whole series of events, will be infinitely different, lu 
each opportune season for coming to God by supplication, 
at each repetition of the gracious invitations to do so, at 
each admonition of conscience, there is a voice which tells 
him that something most invaluable would, realli/ would, be 
gained by sincere, earnest, and constant application. He 
should say to hinuelf, I am not to remain inactive, as if 
just waiting to see what will come to pass, like a man 
expecting the rain or sunshine which he can do nothing to 
bring on his meadow or garden. If Qoi be true, there is 
something to be granted to such application, that ivill not 
be granted without it. As to the particular order of 
providential dispensation, I can know nothing of tlie Diviue 
purposes ; but, as to the general scope, I do know perfectly 
that one thing ia in God's determination, namely, to fulfil 
his promUes. By a Lumble, faithful, peraeveriug impor- 
tunity of prayer in. the name of Christ, I have an assured 
hold upon, — or, by a neglect of it, I let loose from my 
gr.ifip and hope, — all those things which he has promised to 
such prayer. I am, then, assured he ia the " rewarder," 
inasmuch as I know it mil not be all the same to me 
whether I seek him or not. And here we may instantly 
break through all speculative sophistry, by appealing to any 
man who believes anything of revelation; "Do you really 
believe that it will not, in the final result, and even in this 
world too, make a vast difference whether you shall or shall 
not be habitually, through life, an earnest applicant for the 
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Divine bleMingP Answer this question; answer it to 
yourself from your inmost conviction.'' 

Let it be obeerved here, that, God having indicated by 
his precepts the way in which, conditionally, he will mani- 
fest his goodness to men, that way, as so set forth, must 
be the best. It is not, therefore, a mere dictate of sovereign 
authority, but a viae adjustmeut of the means for men's 
happiness. His goodness is not greater in his willingness 
to confer his Javouts, than in the appointment how they 
shall be conferred ; that is, the preceptive rule according to 
which we are to eipect them. 

That preceptive rule ia conspicuous throughout the Bible. 
That we should "seek God," in the way of unceasing 
apphcation for his mercies, is inculcated and reiterated in 
every form of cogent expression. Then we are justly 
required to believe, confidently, that as this is the very best 
and only expedient, Groi will combine the happiness of his 
servants with their, iaithful observance of au injunction 
intended for their happiness ; that it will be attended by 
tokens of the Divine complacency ; that in keeping the pre- 
cept there will be "great reward." Like Enoch, they will 
have " thU testimony, that they pleased Ood." 

" Must believe that he is the rewards." This faith is 
required in consideration of the intention, (might we pre> 
BUme to say, reverently, the sincerity p) of the heavenly 
Father in calling men to come to him. " / have not said, 
Seek ye me in vain." To what purpose are they thus 
required to make his favour the object of their eternal 
aspiration; to forego all things rather than this ; to renounce, 
for this, everything which it is the perverted tendency of 
the human soul to prefer ; to say, " Whom ham I in 
heaven hut thee ? and there is none Vfon earth that I desire 
hetide theef" "Why invited to give their affections, devote 
their life, and their very esiatence, to acknowledge theii 
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dependence, and testify their confidence by unceasing 
petitions, tkai to atriTe fervently to obtain a more intimate 
access to him ? Why thus summoned, and trained, and 
exercised, to a lofty ambition far above the world P Not 
to frustrate all this labour, not to disappoint them of 
the felicity to which they continually aspire ! They " mtut 
believe that he it a rewwder ;" that he ia not thus calling 
and constraining them up a long, laborious ascent, only that 
they may behold hk glorious throne, come near to his bliss- 
ful paradise, do him homage at its gate, and then be shut out. 

Consider again : it is because there is a Mediator, that 
sinAil men presume, and are authorised, to approach to God, 
seeking that — no more than that — which the mysteriouB 
appointment was made, in Divine Justice mid mercy, for 
the purpose of conferring on. them. Then they must be- 
lieve, that this glorious ofBce cannot but be availing to 
their success. There is a peculiar virtue in such a special, 
remedial interposition to secure its own infallible efficacy, 
since it was expressly because the original constitution of 
our nature had failed, and must remain powerless and 
hopeless for happiness, that this special and extraordinary 
one was brought into existence ; and an expedient which 
has been adopted, in the Divine government, to accomplish 
an end for which all else has been proved incompetent, 
must have a special and peculiar sufficiency for that end. 
What has been appointed, in the last resort, in substitution 
and in remedy of an antecedent economy, because that has 
failed, must be, by eminence, of a nature not iUelf to fiul. 
It rises up conspicuous and impregnable when all around 
has sunk in ruin ; like some mighty rock brought up into 
the light, and standing high in immoveable stability, in the 
rending and subsidence of the ground by earthquake. 

They that "come to Qod" in confidence on this new 
Divine constitution, will find that he, in justice to bia 
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appointment of a Mediator, vill grant wliat k promised and 
sought in virtue of it; in oth«r words, will be a "rewarder" 
for Christ's aake. And what is that in which it will be 
verified to them " that he it a reKorder f " li'or toA<ri will 
they have to adore and bleea him as such F For the 
grandest benefits which even He can impart — can impart 
in doing full justice to the infinite merits of the appointed 
£edeemer. — An inestimable privilege! that those greatest 
blessinga maf be asked for, positively and specifically ; 
whereas the minor benefits are to be requested conditionaUj 
aud it ia better that the applicants should not be certain 
of obtaining them. It ia enough for their faith as to these, 
that an infinitely wiser judgment than theirs will be 
exerdaed in aeleeting, giving, withholding, adjustiug. 

But the important admonition, to be repeated here in 
concluding, ia, that all this ia for them " that diligently 
seek;" BO habitually, importunately, peraeveringly, that it 
shall really, and in good faith, be made the primary concern 
of our life ; so that, while wishes and impulses to lAtain are 
incessantly springing and darting from the busy soul in 
divers directiona, there shall still be one predominant 
impulse directed towards heaven. And, if such representv 
tions as we have been looking at be true, think — (it is 
triily a most striking refiection,) — think what might be 
obtained by all of us, who have them at this hour soliciting 
OUT attention, on the supposition that we all should hence- 
forward be earnest applicants to the Sovereign Bewarder. 
Think of the mighty amount of good, in time and eternity, 
as our collective wealth ; and of the value of every individual 

We siud, " on the supposition ; " but why are we to admii 

a word so ominous P for while, on the one side, it points to 
a grand sum of good, with an averment of Him who has it 
to give that it may be ours, it darkly intimates, on the 
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other, that poaaibly it rwy not, may never be ours ; that we 
may practically ootuent that it thaU not. But may we, 
heliering Buch things all the while, may we really bo con- 
sent F With such treasure held forth in our view, and for 
our attainment, by the munificent Benefactor, and seeing 
some of our companions actually attaining it, can we consent 
to a melancholy destitution by foregoing it P Consent to 
forego! And to what ia it that such consent would be 
yielded P Could it be to anything else than a malignant, 
dire, accursed perversity of our nature ? No terms of exe- 
cration are too intense for the noxious thing, within our own 
selves, that stupifies our affections and our will to the 
madness of telling our God, in effect, that we can do with- 
out his rewards, that he may confer them where they are 
more desired ; while we will look on and Bee others take 
them all away, content to retain and cherish in their stead 
that deadly enemy within, which compels ua to let them go. 
Can we not be so content P Then, finally, what we have 
the most urgent cause to seek Him for is, that He will 
deliver us from that which keeps us from Him. "We have 
to implore, " merciful Power ! abolish whatever it is that 
would detain us at a &tal distance from thee. Let the breath 
of thy Spirit consume the unbelief, the reluctance, the indif- 
ference, the world's enchantments, that would £z us under 
the doom to ' behold thee, but not 'nigh,^ -^PPV ^ these 
averse or heedless spirits BUch a blessed compulsion as shall 
not leave it feven possible for us to be within reach of the 
Bovereign good, and yet linger till all be lost." 

And if, by unwearied seeking, we obtain this, it will 
emphatically be a " reuttrd," for which all under the sun 
might b# gladly given away. 
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BOIUHB vii. 18. 

" Tial tin by tie commandment might heoome exceeimg 

Iir the natural world wHch we inhabit, there are Bereral 
grand material elementn, constantly presenting themeelves 
to our Benses, in their Tarious modes, combinations, and 
eSects. N'ow, these elements are good and beneficent, 
adapted to a vast ntUity, aad actnallj effecting it ; that is, 
essentially and generally so, notwithstanding that disorders 
and. certain special combinations among tbem are pernicious 
and destructive. 

But, in what we call the mofoJ world there is an element 
which is absolutely, intrinsically, and wholly, uid always, 
had. Its yery name, is, with emphasis, jsni ; we call it also 
vice, depraoit^, mehedneta, and, in religious langoage, it ia 
named snf, — a name which the world has a great dislike to 
— ^partly because it ia the name which God gives to the 
evil. Our catling it an element may rightly, perhapa, be 
excepted against, on the ground that it is not a substanliee, 
independent thing, but merely a remit, an effect of the dis- 
order and perversion of the human faculties and passions ; 
we only mean, that it is a mighty and permanent reality in 
the moral world. There ia nothing that more certainly, 
absolutely, constantly does exist; not earth, mouotainSr 
rocks, ocean, fire. Its existence is perceired, in aome 
degree, by all manMnd, however doll or perverted their 
02 
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apprehensions. They are aware there ie Bomething else 
than goofiest in the world. A large proportion of them 
can perceive its quality, as an evil, when it is exhibited in 
its most gross and striking forms, — in great crimes, — in 
flagrant wrongs. But to apprehend, in any due measure, 
its extreme malignity in its ovm nature, in whatever form it 
may exist and operate, would seem to be a rare attainment 
of humanity. A fiill imd perfect apprehension is the 
attainment of no man on earth. Sin infects the very judg- 
ment which is to estimate it. 

But, nothing is of mote essential interest and necessity 
than, that there thould be a clear, deep, comprehensive 
understanding of the quality of n», and a strong and 
alarming imprettion of it, because fatal consequences are 
involved in an insensibility to that quality. For then the 
evil will have an unresisted power over the man. To dwell 
here as spirits, surrounded, invaded, penetrated by this 
element, being at the same time naturally disposed to yield 
to its operation, — and not to be aware of its quality, — what 
can this be less than to be liable to its whole deadly effect 
on the soul F The man not aware what a dreadful serpent 
he has to deal with, — being easy in its presence, playing 
with it, — will certainly be stung, poisoned, destroyed. 

But, then, in whit way are men to be apprised of the 
quidity of sia ? It may be said, that all men may and must 
be, througH the mere perceptions of common sense, in some 
general manner, apprised of it, by seeing what dreadful 
mischief sin does; how it disorders and plagues the world, 
^-destroys happiness, — renders men " hatejvl and hating one 
another," — causes, all over the world, an outcry of wroi^ 
and suffering. And, certainly, this w an inevitable instruc- 
tion. They cannot but say, "an enemy h^h done this." 
But this will give them hut a crude and limited apprehen- 
sion of ain. There would be wanting still a Bevealer of the 
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dark depth of the evil. The grand e&ctual mean is signified 
in the text -."In/ the eommandment." 

It is the Divine Law, amplj and spiritiially apprehended, 
that most expose the malignity of sin, — displaying the 
essential nature and principle of "that abominable thing," 
(to make the true devil stand confest,) while it Eamea or 
definea, generally and in detail, the things that are sin, — 
the practical forms which it takes in doing its mischief 
among the creatures of God. The late of God ; — We can- 
not conceive of the sovereign Creator and Qovemor of the 
world as not appointing a law to his intelligent creatures : 
that he should be what the Epicureans accounted of their 
gods, perfectly careless ahout the world, and what may be 
done in it. Aa the Maker of creatures who are to be 
wholly and for ever dependent on him, he must necesBarily 
have them under his sovereign authority. He must, also, 
necesaarily, have a teill with respect to the state of the dis- 
positions, and the order of the actions, of his intelligent 
creatures. And, he muHt< perfectly knoto vihat ii right for 
them. He would therefore, as at once the Supreme 
Authority and the Infallible Intelligence, prescribe to hia 
creatures a Zoic, of injunction and prohibition. He would 
do so, except on one supposition, namely, that he had willed 
to constitute hia rational creatures such, that they must 
necessarily, always be disposed, and always act, right, — by 
the infallible propensity of their nature, — by their own 
unalterable, eternal choice; bo that there could be no 
possibility of their going wrong, &om either inclination or 
mistake. In that case, there would be no need, perhaps, of 
a formal law ; a constitution so essentially and unalienably 
conformed to the Divine will might have been its own law. 
But the Almighty did not so constitute any natures that we 
know any thing of. Even angels could err and fall. It is 
proved by fiict, that they were constituted under a posai- 

Cooglc 
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bility of choosing wrong. Therefore a law is appointed, — a 
g]rand rule of discriminatioa aad obligation. And, aa to 
the quality and extent of that knr, proceeding from a per- 
feotly holy Being, it could not do less than preacaibe a 
perfect holine^ in all things. Think of the absurdity there 
is in the idea that its requirements should be less than 
perfect holiness. For, that Iwi, — what would it be P What 
would or could the remainder be after holiness up to a 
certidn point, and stopping there F It must be not holiness, 
just so far. 2fbt holiness P and what must it be thenP 
What could it be, but something wnholy, wrong, sinful P 
Thus, a law, not requiring p^Ject rectitude, would, eo far, 
give an allowance, a tanction, to what is evil, — to mn. And 
from Hru, who is perfectly and infinitely holy t— an utter 
absurdity to conceive ! 

And again, a law from such an Author will not, and can- 
not, reduce and accommodate itself to an imperfect, iaUen, 
and incapable state, of those on whom it'is imposed. Man 
is sunt into a condition in which it is entirely impossible for 
him to conform perfectly to a perfect law. "Wliat thenp 
Must the supreme and most holy Govemor degrade and con- 
form his law ,to that depraved state ; and exacting no more 
than just what an imperfect, fallen creature can perform, — 
idloio, and tanction, all the vast amount of vnholinesf beyond F 
So that & strong indisposition to the right, and disposition 
to the wronfe should become a clear acquittance P Then 
would the greatest depravity confer the amplest privilege of 
exemption. And an intense and perfect aversion to all holi- 
ness, as constituting the greatest inability to conform to the 
Divine Law, would constitute very nearly a perfect inno- 
cence J and Satan would be let free from punishment. Tor 
it M innocent not to do, or be, what the Divine Law does 
not require ; and the notion we speak of is, that the Divine 
Law doet not demand mare than the depraved creature can 
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perform, — can, in that state of dieablement produced hy 
depravity. 

Beware, then, of that moat pernicious delusion, Tery 
popularly taught and entertained, that the law of God limits 
ita requirement to the narrow ability of the imperfect, 
depraved creature. 

The economy of Merey is quite another matter. That 
reveaia a possibility of pardon to the creature's failure of 
conformity to the Divine Law; but it pardons the Jailvre 
a» ffuilt, — as obligation violated. It doee not come as an 
indulgent excuse for inability. While it absolves the sinner, 
it pronoimces, in solemn terms, the criminality ; thus 
affirming the entireneta of the obhgation, that is, Of the 
undiminished, perfect requirement of the Law. 

And look into the ssered volume, and see whether the 
Law hat been lowered and accommodated to man's imper- 
fection. Does it resign, in the New Testament itself, any 
point or p^iacle of an universal jurisdiction F Does the 
NewTestameat say, that the compassioa of God, manifested 
thrbiEgb Christ, has been shown in lessening the extent of 
duty, or in making failure to be no sin ? Can we conceive 
Aow the Law could be more high, and comprehensive, and 
perfect, even if man were now in a state of perfect rectitude 
to obey it ? Supposing that he had recovered that state, 
would a higher st^mdaid then be proclaimed P Wherein 
could it be higher? Now, it is this Law, clearly and 
solemnly manifested and apprehended, that exposes the true 
quality of sin, — shows it to be exceeding ainfvX — its own 
name being the woret word that could be found to express 
its quality. And in this reference, it is most important for 
us to be profoundly instructed in the Divine Law. Let us 
otlen contemplate it, as the irrevocable, unalterable declara- 
tion of God's own judgment of good and evil — fixed in hght 
over the world, like the sun in the firmament, the same &om 
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the world's first day to the last ; a judgment which he will 
infallibly enforce, in one manner or other, throughout the 
TJuiverBe ; so that either it shall be conformed to by his 
creatures, or everything unconformed shall incur his dis- 
pleasure. Let us observe, how peremptoiy and absolute it 
is in all its demands ; it is not an advice, a pleading, a per- 
suasion, — the Ootpel, indeed, pleads, persuades, — but the 
iawi decisively dictates. What an uniform, consistent spirit 
pervades it all ; it never gives the idea as if the Glreat Law- 
giver were in different dispositions, or had different purpOBes, 
at different times. With what an emphatis it pronounces 
condemnation, — bo strong as to bear the denomination of 
curses. How wide itB comprehension! so that no one at 
any moment ever can say, " Now here, at this instant, I am 
under no accountableness to God." To what specific 
minuteness it carries its authoritative interference. Look 
at all the branehinfft of the great precepts. How expressly 
and formally it asserts its jurisdiction of the inner man; it 
suffers no apartment in the soul to be closed against it — 
consumes the door, aa with lightning, that would shut it 
out. How high b the nature, the grand principle, of its 
demands — our Lord's brief comprehensive abstract. How 
sovereignly exehtnue it assumes its authority to be ; it says, 
" "WTioever shall dare to utter opposing dictates, let him 
take the consequences." How Ui^ariiaUy it extends its 
jurisdiction to all men ; it is " no rejecter of person*." 

Now, let such apprehensions of the Divine Law be 
intelligently fixed and habitual in the mind, and accom- 
panied by devotional feeling, — and then how will gin i^pearT 
What a sad spectacle, wheu we look abroad over this great 
world by the Ught of thia Law shining down from heaven, 
displaying the innumerable deformed shapes of sin ! What 
an awful retrotpect of aU past time I When we behold the 
Law, aa it were, resting upon all past sin ; the malediction 
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remained fixed on it inseparably, — like deeply cut iuscrip- 
tiona on eternal monuments ! And what a proved — when 
we look forward to the end, and in that vision behold the 
holy Law, casting its glare on the assembled account of the 
sins of all time. When the presence of the B^hteouB 
Lawgiver himself shall give new intensity to the force and 
flame of that Law, — who will then be willing to own his 
sinaP 

This Law — if it could suddenly lighten on the minds 
of the "Jbola" that are making "a mock at tin," — what 
feaiful amazement! The object of their gaiety would in- 
stantly change in their sight, and assume a terrifying 
aspect. The loose, vague, indulgent notions of the evil of 
sin, which men thoughtlessly entertain in their own fevour, 
— the slight estimates, — the easy paUiations,— how would 
these be exploded and annihilated by a lutoinous manifesta- 
tion of that Law 1 Conscience would rise up, incensed to 
hare been ,bo trifled with and beguiled. There is in the 
world's society, a certain conventional standard, a fashion- 
able estimate of sin, — how instantly and violently this 
would be dashed to the earth, if there wete a geueral mani- 
festation to men's minds of the sovereign Law I They 
would be amazed to find what a wretched league they had 
been in to delude one another and themselveB. 

■ What is the testimony given by any individual, who has 
been a thoughtless, or perhaps self-righteous sinner, when 
he is stricken and awakened by the Spirit of God, — when 
the law is orrtqred before him, in its holiness, and his sins 
are brought to his view in the light of that LawP And 
this is no delusion of a&ighted iaucy, — no superstitious 
exaggeration. Even after he has obtained peace of con- 
science, by the hope of pardon, through &ith in Jesus 
Christ, bis sins do not appear extenuated to his view, nor 
that Law less awfiiUy bright in holiness. 
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The Law oiposea " ike exceeding tinfulii*** of tin," by 
conBtnuning ub to behold it, in some degree, in the same 
light that God doea. It ia aa if He said, " Place yonraelTea 
\rith MB to look at it," — aa if we were called to approach 
Him on "Sinai. It expoaea the aiiifulneas of it, by declafing 
what ia tbe principle of harmong with infinite excellence, — 
and ehowing us how, by ain, tbat principle ia rejected, 
Bcomed, yiolated, — (the ainner practically aaying, " I do not 
care for hia love — let me be an ahen and a atranger") — by 
making it palpably manifeat that ain is abaolutely nothing 
lesa than rebellion against the Almighty. This is a &ct 
reluctantly acknowledged by sinners, and, indeed, never 
suspected by many of them ; they aay, " We have no 
enmity to God — we do not wmA to oppose him, — we only 
will not obey him I" But what is that ? 

The law serves to manifest the hateful and dreadM 
quality of sin] in iki» way, — nwnely, — by giving so definite 
a model of holineas, in a creature, that it enables us Mi- 
tinctly to conceive the character realized, — we can constitute 
in thought, the holy man — and thus gives us a palpable 
form of true sanctity,,^ direct JitU contratt with the Hnful 
being. 

The Law operates to the same efiect also in thit way, — 
namely ; it solemnly tells and shows us, that all holiness, all 
excellence, — is but merelj/ bcty, and no more; thus expel- 
ling a notion, very apt to be cheriahed, that eminent and 
consummate holineas, auppoaing it attained, would be some- 
thing ^xme the standard, — something mounting to tv^erero- 
gation. According to which notion, sin would appear less 
flagrantly evil and abominable, being judged of by its 
distance below a loteer line, if we may so express it. But, 
behold the Divine Law making the high superlative line of 
perfect holiness, as that which ia bttt the pitch of tbe 
creature's duty— iu^ the level of its proper state, and then 
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sia will be beheld in ite true and awful distance &om that 

. There is jret one more way in whicb tbe Law contributes 
to evince the malignant quality of Bin : namely, — it irritates 
into hostile actirity^ the corrupt prindplea in the soul, 
Bomewhat Hie the case of the demoniacs in the presence of 
our Lord. These principles might haire their dwelling and 
operation there, in a certain kind of deadly calm, if let 
alone ; but let their mortal opposite come near theni, and 
then they are provoked to re-action and rage. Bebels lefb 
undisturbed may settle into a comparatiTe quiet ; but when 
the rightful claimant to authority approaches, tbey instantly 
rush to arms. Thus the Law brings out Bin in its true cha- 
racter, — reBisting to be subdued. This is, perhaps, what the 
apostle means, " When the eommtmdmeni came, tin revived." 

Agtun, — it is the Law that donouncea the punishment of 
Bin, and thut it exposes its true nature and aggravation. 
It pronounces awftil maledictions on transgresoion. It 
proclaims, " Sin, — all sin, — this sin, deserves the wrath of 
God, and will subject the sinner to the penal infliction — 
wilest," &e. But, at the same time, Ood is perfectly 
righteous. Sin, therefore, does, really, deserve what he has 
threatened in his Law ; therefore, how intensely evil must 
be the nature of sin I 

It win suffice to add one observation more. The Law 
says nothing of remission, of the pardon of sin. Though 
the Law proceeds from a Being of infinite goodness, that 
goodness did not mtroduce into it twitigations, — hints of 
possible suspension of punishment, — suggestions of escape, 
— " a door of ho^e" Wo ; the goodness of God approved 
that his Law should speak in the strict and exclusive lan- 
guage of Justice; would not, by any intimations of a 
possible absolution, give ground for a surmise that the Law 
was too rigid, either in its Injunctions or penalties. There 
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o be nothing in the Law to allow a dubious eetimate of 
Sin was left to the pure justice of the Law, to be 
feated in its " exceeding 'timfulnett." 
all Buch ways does the Law expose the quality of ain. 
thus exposed, how does it appear, in the view of an 
htened and aerious mind — a mind recoTcred from 
jieaa and inaenaibilify F The moat dreadful monater 
e creation ; — as black and horrid as heaven is bright 
leautiful — gone forth to work ruin and deatruction ; a 
; in deadlj hostility to all goodnesa and happineaa ; — 
ag which infusea a mortal poison into human souls ; — 
iig so hateful, that the beings who can love it, and 
»e it, Seterta the feaiful conaequencea denounced by 
loly Law. 

e conclude with an obaeiration or two, to enforce the 
laity of having the true quality of sin thua exposed to 
"Without it, we ahall have but feint apprehensions 
of the Divine Holineaa. We cannot apprehend it 
'wise than in an emanation from hit mind, made visible 
at model which he haa exhibited here for his creaturea. 
lOut it, we can have no right conception of the state in 
li sinful beinga aland before God. They actually atand 
e him in the whole guilt and condemnation of every 
; in which they have been unconformed to every part 
s Law. But unless they are aware of that Iiaw, and 
it judges, there can be no acquiescent conviction of 
consciences, approving the Divine condemnation and 
nents. The sentiment will be, — " "Why such awfulneas 
enunciation P Why words that bum f Why does 
m seem to be moved, and earth menaced with destruc- 
1"' Without it, there can be no adequate sentiments 
imiliation and repentance ; self-love will protest against 
•.uch self-abaaement, and ignorance of the Divine Law 
support it by making little of the offences. Without 
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it there can be no right disposition of the Boul tow&cd the 
grand !E!conomy of Mercy, — the appoIntmeBt of Jeeua 
Chriat. The importance and value of the Bedeemer's 
iotervention, and of hia work altogether, can be but in 
proportion to the neceBsity in the condition of man. That 
necessity conaiate in the guilt of man, and hie condemna- 
tion. And it IB the Law alone that gives the measure, the 
greatnesB of that guilt and condemnation. Therefore! 
without a knowledge of the Law, there can be no competent 
under3 tending or impression of the importance, the nature, 
the process of »anctification, — that is, of obtaining the 
prevalence, in the heart and the life, of that which Qod 
requires and approves ; there can be no dear conception 
maintained of what that it, but by habitually looking at the 
holy model — the Divine authority. "Without this, a vast 
measure of evil may be left undisturbed— even unsuBpected. 
There will be no high aspiringB, Without it, we shall not 
be apprised what manner of coniict we have to maintain, as 
bug aa wa stay on earth, — not aware that the things to be 
opposed are so many, — that failure would be so fatal, — that 
BO much aid and strength from Heaven is abBolutely 
indispenaable. "Without it, in short, we can have no 
worthy estimate of the magnitude of the whole operative 
system of Divine Clrace, or of any part of it s and no right 
conception of the h<^ppinett of Seaven. . "What can be 
conceived to be the most essential element of that 
happiness P Imagine, that, in one apirit placed among the 
blest, there could be one unholy disposition, of however 
diminutive a proportion, however profoundly latent, — what 
leould he the effect ? A. principle or an action of the mind, 
in contrariety to the glorious Supreme Spirit, and to the 
pure and blessed temper of all the society, — what would bo 
.the effect F A violent colliaion and shock, — an intense, 
intolerable sense of diaharroony, of sympathy destroyed, — 
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UrOAH AHJt ins DXLITQX 
HXBKEITB zi. 7. 

" -By /flirt jybo J, Jemy Komed of Qod of ihtngt not teen aa 
yet, moved wUh fear, prepared an ark to the saving of his 
houte ; iy tie tohich he condemned the world, and became 
heir of the rigileovtnett which i* hg faith," 

Ths apoBtle was to iucalcate the importance and uecesBity 
of foith, that ia, — the aaanred and efficacious belief of thingB 
on the divine testimony, these things not being themaelTes 
present, in their own eridence, either to the eensee or to 
re^on. 

Things Tineeen j some of them onseen becauae they are of 
a spiritual nature ; some, because far off in past time ; some, 
because yet in futurity. So wide a sphere must that faith 
extend to, which is yet absolutely essential to religion. 
These things, — of so grand a conipass and variety, — are to 
be firmly believed, in the simple intellectual sense ; — and 
more than so, they must be " beheved with the heart ;" so 
believed, that they shall have their due and commanding 
influence on the active powers of the aouL This is the 
required faith ; this, from the beginning of the world to the 
end, is essential to the character of the children of God ; a 
most noble, a suUime power in the human soul, — if it can 
^dat there. 

But, if there were not examples, it would seem difficult 
to conceive that such a power can be there, considering how 
the soul is enclosed in matter, within the bodily senses, and 
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thickly and closely Burroimded by material objects; eontina- 
allr occupied and affected by present olijects and intereats ; 
(iFesBed upon by a thousand matters of present good and 
^vil ; and in addition, a iatal contentment for it to be so ; a 
perverse, a deplorable indisposition to go out from and 
beyond tbis enclosing sphere of present objects, to converse 
with God, and an unseen world; and to go forward ia 
solemn thought into hereafter. All this considered, — it 
would seem as if such a faith aa that required were some- 
thing quite beyond the capacity of our nature, and so it 
is utterly, except by a dirine change wrought upon that 
nature. Great indeed would the difficulty of such a thing 
appear. It was well, therefore, for the apostle to bring in 
view a splendid assemblage of examples of this &ith ; real 
instances, in which faith has been embodied aa a living 
spectacle ; showing its possibility, its power, its manner of 
operation, its worthiness, and its gieat^reward. And this 
assemblage (in chapter xi.) contains (with some exceptions, 
of inferior character) the prime of the ancient world. 
(Compariaon between them and the heroes and demigods 
of mythology; nay, — the heroes, the sages, and the men 
celebrated for Tirtue, in the ancient heathen history.) 

Teiy early in the series appears the patriarch Noah, the 
second grand progenitor of the human race, a pre-eminently 
conspicuous object, — ^inasmuch as the whole human world is 
seen reduced and contracted down to him and his smidl 
family; a very narrow iathmus between a world of men 
before, and a world after. - If but there a fatal breach had 
been made I — If the dart of death had fallen on that one 
&mily, in the only inhabited tenement in the world I And, 
the frailty of mortality, and its surrounding dangers, were 
there ! — A fire might have kindled there ; lightning might 
have struck ; a malignant fever might hare seized that little 
household ; one of the formidable beasts there might have 
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broken loose, and the Bupernatural reBtraint and apell on 
iftB fierce temperament might have been for a moment sus- 
pended! There, and thus liable, (but for special divine 
intervention) was all that eiiated of man on the earth ! but 
for takich intervention, the vast scheme of Providence for 
the subsequent agea had been set aside ; the appointment of 
a Bedeemei' had been frustrated ! There, as in a cradle 
surrounded with perils, waa the infancy of the immense 
population that has spread over the world. 

In this great crisis man waa preserved. Our complacency 
in contemplating thia great preservation would have been 
much greater, if man, in the transition, had left hia depra- 
vity behind, with the ancient and extinguished race. But 
that was a radical quality — it faithfully and fatally inhered 
and accompanied ! Millions of deaths, and deaths expressly 
and specially on its account, could not cause it to die. It 
lurked in the ark itself, infinitely the most fell and direful 
serpent that waa there. Yet the wickedness of man ap- 
pears to have been more univeraal and unmingled in the 
times before the flood. It seems an exclusive eipreasion 
when the Lord smd to Noah, " Thee have I seen righteous 
before me in this generation." A nearly solitary individual 
of determined piety and holiness in such a generation, 
would be in circumstances to need habitual direct com- 
municationa from heaven. 

Among these communications waa one which could not, 
reasonably, surprise the patriarch, — though it woidd make 
a most awful impreaaion. He was " warned of God ! " 
The time of the catastrophe waa signified to him — one 
hundred and twenty years before-hand. Thia, however, 
would seem to place the event far off (according to men's 
calculations of time). There waa now the trial of the 
patriarch's faith. "Would the Almighty really make a vast 
blank in his creation? "Was the declaration meant for 

vol.. II H 
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more than a mere generd expreBsion of his wrath, a menace, 
to alarm and intimidate P No event the most remotely like 
this, had erer yet been known in the world. And how, by any 
poBsihility, was it to take place 7 And, as to constructing 
an ononnouB vessel, to save himself and all the terrestrial 
animals, by what means was he Us effect any such unparal- 
leled work P (A vessel of burden eijual to nearly twenty 
ships of the line.) While attempting it, would not he he 
assailed by the uaiversal scorn, and at length by the 
destructive violence, of the wicked multitude P How were 
all the various animals to be brought to the receptacle, and 
kept in order there F And, even supposing all this were 
done, what safety still could there be amidst such a dread- 
ful commotion and confusion of the elements ? in such a 
breaking up of the whole order of nature P Then, is not 
thit apparent revelation from God a visionary fancy, a 
gloomy delusion P 

!So might he have mused and questioned with himself. 
And, certainly, a case so strange and astonishing did 
require that he should make sure he had the dearest 
evidence of a divine communication. He did make sure 
of this. It was evident to him that it was God that had 
spoken to him, and he believed the declaration. The proper 
consequence followed ; he was " moved with fear," and he 
set about the work that was commanded him. Believing, 
simply believing, is the basia of vital iaith ; but if this be 
all, it cornea to nothing. It avails and suffices no more 
than if Noah had contented himself with drawing a plan, or 
shaping a model of the prescribed ark, and perhaps marking 
the trees that would serve for the timber. To each belief 
relative to important concerns, there is some appropriate 
alTection or passion : and the belief must bring that into 
exercise. Noah's belief excited his "fear." And, in con- 
•ems involving practice, thers is an action appropriate to 
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each belief and correBpondiug emotion, he "prepared an 
ark." With thia mech&nical employmeut, we are told he 
combined the " preaching of righteousneas" to that wicked 
and abandoned generation. 

" While the ark was preparing." And this mere glimpse 
of information ia all that ia given ua, of more than a century 
preceding the moat memorable event, except one, of all 
time ; an interval too, during which, doubtless, every thing 
was in undeviating, unsuspended progresa toward the 
cataatrophe. It will often occur to us, in reading of the 
great events in the sacred history, — how little the divine 
wisdom judiged it necesasary for ua to know of thinga which 
it would have been inexpressibly interesting to know. For 
inatance, — in what manner Koah'a announcement of the 
divine prediction waa received ; in what measure and 
manner he was assisted in his mighty labour by the people, 
— and with what feeling, on their part. Think of the 
persons employed asking and receiving &om him precise 
directions, about one part and another, with explanations 
respecting the purpose of it— and all this in the mere 
temper of workmen ! Agmn, — whether the ark, in ita 
construction, waa regarded with absolute indifference, (ex- 
cept aa an object of acorn,) or, whether it did strike any oi 
tbem aa an ominous apectaele. To the generality, no 
doubt it afforded endless amoaeraent in their conversations. 
Whether there were not designs formed and attempted to 
destroy it, and if so, — whether they were frustrated by 
sudden strokes of divine vengeance. (A fire from heaven 
on some profane and daring incendiary.) What might be 
the strain of Noah's addresses to the people ; whether, in 
rebuking their wickedness, he was authorised to enlarge on 
offers and promises of mercy to repentance ; whether the 
denunciations of the Almighty were by any means made 
known to the entire oopulation of the earth ; whether hia 
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admonitions ceaaed, or changed their language, vhen tha 
ark was coming very near its completion. And onr imagi- 
rill represent his mingled and profound emotions at 
;hus combined in the same fact the assurance of his 
ad of their destruction ; — ^his feelings in placing the 
bers on the structure, and in being perhaps assisted 
by some of these doomed hands ; and looking down 
,e elevation on numbers gazing urith idle curiosity 
lious mockeiy, anticipating with what other feelinga 
guage, ere long, surrounding multitudes would look 
itructure, closed and inacce^ble ! 
oking abroad over the region, while the last beams 
oks were in adjusting, he would feel that, in effect, 
preparing the whole earth for one grave of alt its 
luts ; — that heaven was arraying him as to be the 
111 high priest at a stupendous sacrifice, in which all 
d the breath of life was to be offered — at once; — 
} time was at hand when, at every breathing of his 
I should be sensible that countless numbers were in 
ny of suffocation ; and that yet a little while, and he 
find himself in the midst of a silent and solitary 

all this while, perhapa nothing unusual was taking 
-there were no portentous signs, ot eitraordinary 
mtB. When all was completed, in the structure and 
res, there might be a short interval of inconceivable 
le and expectation. Imagine the emotion at the first 
9 indication I Suppose this to be, the voluntary 
ih and entrance into the ark of a p^ of animals, of 
ia timidly averse, or destmctively hostile, to man, — 

without the least appearance of fear or ferocity. 

ock of an earthquake would not have produced a 
Kiwerful sensation than such a first circumstance, 
lie sign that the decree of heaven had not been 
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revoked, aad was on the very point of being executed ! — 
And tbia would be followed rapidly, no doubt, by the 
variouB animals crowding to the grand receptacle, moved to 
do so by a aupematural impulse. " They shall come to thee 
into the ark." This must havo been, to the most hardened 
nnbelicvers and scoffers, a portentous sight. 

But still, all the land continued dry, as usual. "When, 
and whence, was the water to comoP This would be a 
nutter of most fearful inquisitivenesa and expectation to 
the inhabitants of the ark. The intensity of this inquiring 
expectation would prepare them to behold, at length, with 
an awliil emotion, the heavens blackening, over the world, 
and a rain, — preternatural, perhaps, in its quantity, — and 
evidently so, after a while, by its unremitting continuance. 

Then waa the time for all mankind to bo " moved with 
fear," — but for Noah to fear no longer. Observe, that fear, 
entertained effectually at the earlier season, prevents it at 
the later. The salutary fear of Glod, of his displeasure, of 
hia future judgment, senoualy admitted and acted upon, at 
his first " warnings," — and especially in early life, — what 
is its consequence, at later seasons, when calamities come, 
when the end of life approaches P And, on the contrary, 
what is the consequence at last of the early and persevering 
rejection of that fear, in thoughtlessness or scorn P How 
many examples are there at all times, that are analogous 
to those of Noah and the impious multitude, — especially 
analogous to the latter ! 

"The waters prevailed upon the earth;" overwhelmed 
all the lower tracts — with all the inhabitants that could not 
escape thence, and gradually rose upon the eminences. But 
as to the question, in what manner this was accomplished, 
we are lost in the profoundest mystery. " Whence could 
this stupendous accession of water come, and whither re- 
turn?" is a question which philosophy has in vain tried to 
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MiBwer i — to answer, that ie to aay, b^ anything more than 
jectural Bpeculation. And the only probahle con- 
cerns to be, that " the great deep " epoken of, the 
of which were " broken up," is to he understood 
reservoir within the glohe, — and that this water 
3 to gush out, in mighty eruptions, through the 
'ither by an immediate efficacy of the Divine will, 
more prohably, by the effect of some law of nature 
narily apphed by Him. This seems the only con- 
lat affords any rational, or even conceivable notion, 
) such an enormous mass of water could come, and 
etire. 

tual proof, on the subject, must be utterly beyond 
of science ; and He that knows the whole cause 
Bs has not chosen to inform us. But, at the same 
idea universal tradition, — there is demonstrative 
the fact of such a deluge, confirmatory of the 
jtory. This evidence is becoming more palpable 
r, latterly, through the researches and inferences 
!. There are found, throughout Europe, in Asia 
ica, and in aU parts of the world where the con- 
iie earth have been explored, both in lower grounds 
} toward the highest, innumerable animal remains 
hole skeletons, Ac.) in such circumstances as to 
st evidently, that they were deposited and covered 
m overwhelming flood — with a striking similarity 
bat it must have been the same flood, nnd circum- 
dicating there had been hut one such flood. "We 
; out of view here those animal remains that are 
in the solid depths of the earth, in the state ot 
in the substance of rocks. These our Christian 
B are now feeling themselves compelled to refer to 
nore ancient period, probably long ages before the 
made the habitation of man. 
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But return to N^oah — and think how aolemn a moment 
thai would be, when the ark was perceired to have leH the 
ground ! the decided rending of hia tie witb the world, with 
all humanity, with the old Bccustomed economy under which 
he had lived more than half a thousand years ! The world, 
and all that was on its ample auriace, was gone— rfor him ; 
the dwellinge, the plantations, the people he would see no 
more! He was committed wholly to a Sovereign Provi- 
dence. Ideas of varioua, altogether new, and almost infinite 
haza)*da, would occur to his mind. But it was enough that 
he had obeyed the Almighty, and was sure of his care. And 
— if we may be allowed such an expression — there was a 
concentration of the cares of Providence on the inhabitants 
of the ark, since all the other inhabitants of the earth were 
surrendered to destruction. There converged thither, at 
that crisis, the providential care which was again to expand 
with the extension of the human and other races over the 
now desolated earth. 

But, think of the awfnl scene &om which Noah was thus 
home alofb ! For a while, at the beginning, he would hear 
the sound of it ; the cries of terror and despair from the 
multitude; his own name loudly called upon by voices 
imploring to be admitted. How ardently desirous then to 
share the lot of the man whom they had scorned, and whose 
God they bad defied ! But, the door was not hia to open ; 
God had closed it. " God shut him in." On some tract-a 
of the earth it is probable that the deatructidn was com- 
paratively sudden. For, on the supposition of the im- 
petuous breaking forth, through wide openings, &om an 
abyss below, there would be most tremendous torrents 
which would drive and sweep with inconceivable violence. 
And it has recently been shown and illustrated in a most 
striking manner, that there were such torrents — streams of 
such amazing force as to tear mountain ridges asunder, and 
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drive rocks a vast distance along Trith thetn. A 
be over, aa to living exiatence, in the trad 
immediftte power of snch tremendoua emptione 
"But totaij of the great elevations would remaii 
and some of tbem even months, high above tb 
30 would afToTd ground to mnltitudea of the 
despairing people who could escape thither, 
them ! seeing, day after daj, the diie enemy etil] 
approaching, — and the while, many of them j 
famine! And, it weie not in the least a 
imagination, that in many instances there mig 
among them a deadly and infernal frenzy, in v 
upon and destroyed one another — and the survi 
the dead. We imperfectly remember expressis 
idea in a former instance ; there is not the '. 
gance in it; it is true to the nature of mac 
when wicked and reduced to extremity. With 
there has been published an account from Pari 
example. The antediluvian world had been 
violence," we are told ; and there was nothing 
that spirit on the last summits on which m 
alive. We may well believe, that depravity so ■ 
bring an universal destruction from the Sigh 
nor, woiUd continue depravity to the last; and 
spark of life might go out in fury ! 

At length there was the entire nurface of tb 
without ain! — But to think that it could not I 
being without men ! AVhen all was accor 
sovereign dictate repressed the flood, and grad: 
tumultuons waters to the dark biding place ft 
had called tbem. The ark (in a place probablj 
where it bad been built) touched the ground oi 
Koah and his famUyhad to reflect what had bet 
it had last touched the ground ! — after a conf 
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complete year, he was Bummoned to come forth, with all the 
beingB of which he had been made the guardian bo long. 
When he vaa delivered from the incessant, complicated cares 
and toils of this great charge, his thoughts would be more 
&ee to expatiate in Bolemn meditation. 

Where was all he had been accustomed to behold, for six 
hundred years, and that was around him the last year at 
this time P The numbers of men — 'the towns — the camps 
— the wla, the Works, the revels, the crimes, — the very face 
of nature itself t — All Bwept from the creation 1 A deserted, 
desolate planet that had been popnloos in Qod'B creation! 
n^othing short of having gone to another world could be so 



And for sin this mighty destruction had passed over the 
world I How he would deprecate the return of this dread- 
ful cause with the renewed population, on the new face 
of the earth ! " Aa man has expired, oh that tin also might 
be dead !" 

And what an avrful sentiment he would feel toward the 
righteous Governor, — at snch a demonstration that He will 
be righteous, at whatever cost to any rebellious and unholy 
part of his creation, — that there shall be holiness, or there 
most be vengeance ! And again, Noah might feel a grateful 
wonder why he, with his family, should have been the one 
to be divinely preserved from the wickedness of mankind, 
in order to be saved from their destruction, and to be made 
the origin of a new race. Would he assume it as a ground 
of pride F — He did well to begin by " building an altax to 
the Lord," and offering devout sacrifices. But the ark — 
would not that be to him, as long as it remained undecayed, 
a favourite and peculiarly solemn temple in which to adore 
the Almighty P It had been built in holy "fear;" it had' 
been built in " feithj" it had answered to his faith ; had 
fulfilled the promise ; had been the effectual medium of his 
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JFiom iavimj not leen ye loee ; in tehom though now ye tee 
him not, yet helieving, ye rtjoiee teitijoy untpeakable and 
fidl (f glory." 

It ie familur to all eipeiience and obserration how much 
the action of onr spiritual nature is dependent on the 
senses ; especially bow much tbo power of objects to inte- 
rest the affectiona depends on their being objects of sight. 
The affections often seem reluctant to admit objects to their 
internal commumoQ except through the avenues of the 
senses. The objects must be, aa it were, authenticated by 
the senses, must first occupy and please them, — or they ore 
regarded by the inner faculties sa something strange, 
foreign, out of our sympathies, — or unreal. 

Sometimes a philosophic spirit, proudly aspiring to a 
refined power of abstraction and speculation, is indignant 
that it should be ao dependent for its objects of interest, 
and its emotions, on the senses. It earnestly essays to 
create, as it were, within itself, an order of realities of its 
own. A Christian mind also, &om a far better principle, is 
often grieved and indignant that the objects of the senses 
so much more readily obtain favour and power within it, 
than the objects of its intellectual apprehension ; that it is 
10 much more easy to walk by sight than by faith. And 
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The idea of them is to be atill again and again formed anew } 
fluctuatee and Tariea ; — is brighter and dimmer j — alternates 
as between aubstance and shadow. 

With visible objects, (speaking of intelligent beings,) we 
can hare a sensible and definite cammunication. We are 
eTidentlf in one another's society ; look and are looked 
upon ; speak and are heard and answered ; it is a positive 
reciprocation, and each feels that it is eo. InTisibJie beings 
do not afibid us this perfect sense of communication. We 
maj think that we are seen and heard, but there are no 
signs of recognition. 

With visible beings (that is, with human beings) wo have 
the sense of equality, of one kind ; we are of the same nature 
and economy ; in the same general condition of bunianity 
and mortality. Bat as to the unseen existences, we are 
altogether out of their order. There is an unlikeneas and a 
disparity immeasurable and unknown. We know not the 
manner of their dwelling in the creation ; in what msomer 
they may be near us ; what their perceptions and estimates 
of us may be ; what intelligence, what powers they possess ; 
and we have no power which can affect them ; we cannot 
benefit or hurt them; they are totally separate and infi- 



With the visible beings, again, we can have a certain 
sense of appropriation ; can obtain an interest in them which 
they will acknowledge. What they are is partly for me, 
partly mine, "this is my relative; this is my fHend, my 
benefactor;" or, "this has a kind regard for me, as being 
his friend, benefactor," Ac. But the invisible beings t they 
have a high "^lationship of their own! — They stand aloof, 
and far outside of the circle within which we could compre- 
hend what we can call oura. What could we do to arrest 
their sympathies P We have nothing to offer to draw them 
into the bands of friendship P They are not to be for our 
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sokes impritoned in this dark, and mortal, and sinful coraur 
of the creation. 

"We want some good from objects, whether se^i or invi- 
sible. And the object, — the person — seen, is presented to 
us under this advantage, while we are looking for the benefit 
firom him, that we can perceive him performing or preparing 
the good for us. We hear him promise; see him take 
measures ; obserre him active. We see that he aims, 
devises, exerts his power,— see how there is a process to 
accomplish the good we wish. But if an invisible agent is to 
employ himself for our welfare, it is by an unseen process 
aai means. We mnst wait and expect, receiving no palpable 
intimation ; perceiving no distinct action, no reply to 
inquiry, no assurance as to time, no certification, — except 
through &ith — that the unseen benefactor haa not turned 
all his attention away to another part of the universe. 

Such are some of the adrantages of converse with objects 
that are seen, over that with the invisible. And, in this 
view, taken exclusively, it was a high privilege that was 
enjoyed by those who saw and conversed with our Lord on 
earth. " Behold the Lamb of O-od !" " We have seen with 
our eyes, and our hands have handled of the word of life." 
It may have often occurred to moat persona to imagine 
what a signal advantage that must have been ; especially in 
the point of feeling the afiections irresistibly drawn and 
devoted to him. To have been personally in the presence, 
the society of a being beheved to be the Saviour of the 
world; to have reflected, "here, in this visible form, are 
embodied the mercy, the sanctity, the wisdom, and the 
power, of heaven !" To have looked on his countenance to 
desciy some mystic characters, intimating the indwelling 
glory! To have met the rays of divine benignity in his 
look, and have felt as if they shed light and life into the 
soul! To have heard him pronounce revelations of truth 
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which the reaBon of mortals could never reach, iutermmgled 
with every sign of gentlenesB, compasBion, aud jet Huthoritj [ 
To have been present at masy of his migh^ operatiooB of 
power and mercy ! To have witneaaed the laBt affecting 
and amazing Bcenes of his preaence on earth ! The per* 
auaaion is, that there muBt have been irreaistible capti- 
vation; that every source of affection in the soul would 
have been opened, uid the heart devoted to Buch on object 
for ever ! In a miumer pardlel, though bo inferior in 
degree, a powerAil influence on the affections and paseiona 
niay be imagined as inevitable, if we could have beheld the 
most illuatriouB of the prophets or spostlea, as Moses, 
Elijah, Daniel, Paul. And, on the view of the matter thus 
far, we might be apt to feel, aa if an immense advantange 
had been lost to us, for the means of commanding our 
affectione to the beat object, in our not having seen, and 
not being permitted to aee, the perBonol manileBtation 
of Chriat. 

But this is only one side of the subject. Look a moment 
at the other. And we need not fear to assert, — that, on 
the whole, it is a high advantage not to have seen Jesus 
Chriat ; an advantage in favour of the affections claimed to 
be devoted to him. 

We need not dwell on the poBsibility of feeling a great 
interest in objects we have never beheld. Becollect what 
a measure of sentiment, of affection in its variouB modes, 
has been given to the illuatrious personages of hiatory ; the 
glowing admiration in contemplating, as there displayed, 
heroes, deliverers of their country, avengers of oppression, 
and men of transcendent intellectual power. A softer 
emotion, but a warm one, has been excited at the view, — the 
imaginary sight, — of the eiamples of consummate virtue, 
such as wae not ' displayed in tumult and conflict; philan- 
thropists, who exhausted their lives in alleviating dlstrras ; 
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men of m£eiible conscience and integrity, even to the 
death ; examples of Buffering innocence, persons of signal 
piety, who lived as on the verge of heaven, — and had not, 
in spirit, far to go when they died. Think ! what a capti- 
vation you have felt in beholding them, in thonght; how 
the apirit has struggled, as it were, to place itself in their 
company I Kay, the mere imaginary beings of poetry and 
fiction have often laid mighty hold of the heart. It has 
accepted them as affecting realities, despite of the under- 
standing, which knew they never eziated, which hardly 
believed that such things could exist ; and some of them 
will retain their place and favour in the mind as long as we 
live. All this shows the possibility of giving an animated 
affection to objects that never appeared to ua in visible 
reality. 

But, there is a nobler manifestation of this posBibiiity. 
Think of all the affection of human hearts that has been 
given to the Saviour of the world, since he vrithdrew his 
visible presence from it ! He has appeared to no eye of 
man since the apostles ; but milHons have loved him, with 
a fervency which nothing could ertinguish, in life or death. 
Think of the great "army" of those who have suffered 
death for this love, and have cherished it in death ! And a 
mightier number still would have died for It, and with it, if 
summoned to do so. Think of all those who, in the incite- 
ment and inspiration of this love, have indelatigably laboured 
to promote the glory of its great object ! And the innume- 
rable multitude of those who, though less prominently 
distinguished, have felt this sacred sentiment living in 
the soul, as the principle of its best life, and the source 
of all its immortal hopes ! This is a splendid fact in the 
histoiy of our race, a glorious exception to the vast 
and fatal expenditure of human affection on unworthy 
ftnd merely visible things. So grand a tribute of the soul 
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has beeo redeemed to be given to the Bedeemer, though an 
object uneeen ! 

' And we still assert, that it is to the advaatage of the 
affection of hia dieciples toward him that they eee bim not. 
It may be recollected, that a speciid benediction is pro- 
nounced by our Lord himself, on the faith that operates to 
produce tbia love. " Blessed are they that have not seen, 
and yet have believed." But, more than this ; revert, in 
thought, to the personal manifcBtation of our Lord on earth, 
— and consider how it would act on the believing spectator's 
mind. Sublime greatness would, must, by an inevitable law 
of human feeling, he reduced, shaded, diminished, as to its 
impression on the mind, by being shrouded and presented in 
a mere human form. Even when the intellect recognized a 
superkumaa glory dwelling there (" the fulness of the God- 
head bodily " ), there is yet such an obstinate control of the 
senses over the mind's apprehension, that the sight of a 
mere common human form would, absolutely, in a degree, 
contract, depress, and prostrate, that apprehension. Has it 
not struck your thoughts, that, to observe the shape, features, 
limbs, and cvdinalry action, of that form, must have made 
an impression which would be la counteraction to the 
impressions of majesty P 

Consider also, that, in beholding a glorious and divine 
nature in such a manifestation, the affection of those de- 
voted to him would fii very much, often chiefly, on the mere 
human quality of the being before them, and therefore, 
would be familiarized, shall we say vulgarized, down to that 
proportion; it might be most warm and cordial, but not 
elevated and awful. And, in feet, our Iiord had sometimes 
to admonish and deter his affectionate friends irom an 
assumption inconsiderately ventured by them on the ground 
of his humiliated appearance. And they appear sometimes 
in a perplexity of feeling between his plain, humble 
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humanity, and tbat mysterioos glory which at intervals 
lightened upon them from within. Perhaps the chief design 
of the transfiguration was to correct and raiae their low 
ideaa of him. 

Consider besides, that, under the full direct impression of 
sight, there would be a great restriction on iajth, acting in 
the way of imagination. The mind does not know how to 
expand into splendid ideal conception upon an object 
presented close, and plain, and familiar, to sight. 

Should not such considerations make it evident, that to 
Bee the Messiah in his personal manifestation', was a mode 
of contemplating him very inferior, for the excitement of the 
sublimer kind of affection, to that which we have to eiercise 
by faith p It is true, that to those who regard him as 
nothing more than a man, all this will appear impertinent 
and fantastic. But those who solemnly believe their salva- 
tion to depend on his being infinitely more, will feel the 
importance of all that gives scope to their faculties for 
magnifying the idea of their Kedeemer. This scope is the 
greater for our "not baring seen;" since, — our conceptions 
are not reduced and confined down to a precise image of 
human personality, — a particular, indiridual, graphical form, 
which would be always present to the mini's eye, in every 
meditation on the exalted !Bedeemer. 

We have no exact and invariable image, placing him 
before ua as a person that we know ; exhibiting him in the 
mere ordinaiy predicament of humanity. It does invincibly 
appear to me, that this would be a depressive circumstance 
in solemn and elevated contemplations. 'We are not 
informed how this circumataace did operate in the minds of 
the apostles, who had seen him. It would have been 
interesting to know in what manner, and with what effect, 
the precise and familiar image mingled with their lofty and 
magnificent thoughts of him. But it is clearly better to be 
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left, as we are, to an mdlBtinct and shadowy coaceptioa of 
the pcrsoa of our Sanour as Been on earth. For, thus we 
can, with somewhat the more facility, give our thoughts an 
unlimited enltu-gement in contemplating his subline charac- 
ter and natiire. ThuB, also, we are left at greater &eedom 
in the efibrt to form some grtmd, though glimmering, idea of 
him OS poBBessing a glorious body, assumed after his victory 
over death. Our ireedom of thougtt is the more entire for 
arraying the exalted Mediator in every glory which specula- 
tion. Imagination, devotion, can combine, to shadow forth the 
magnificence of such an adored object. 

Do not let it seem as if such a train of thought were like 
being ashamed of the humiliation of our Lord. We cannot 
be ashamed to see our humble nature so honoured as by his 
assuming even its inferior part. We cannot be ashamed to 
see such an illustration of the value set on our souls, as that 
be, the Judge of their value, would descend from heaven to 
assume a body to redeem them. 

But it U important that our conceptions of him should 
but little rest on the level, if we may so speak, of his state 
of humiliation. In the scriptures, besides the doctrine of 
his divinity, there is much in the character of the imagery 
by which he is represented, to demand an elevation in our 
ideas of his personal glorj. For example, the manner in 
which he appears in the visions of Daniel ; the fact of the 
transfiguration ; the overpowering lustre in hia manifestation 
to St. Paul ; tmd the trtmscendent images in the visions of 
St. John. It is clearly intended that our predominant idea 
should not be humble and familiar. And we must think that, 
in this respect, there is a very serious fault, — an uninten- 
tional impiety, — in many of our popular devotional writing, 
even In such as are designed and used for public worship. 
Such, we think, la the advantage, to later Christians, of ' 
not having seen their Lord in a mortal form. 
I 2 
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them toward it. They caa sometimes im^ine somewhat of 

that felicity — and how oaE they imagine it as to be theirs, 
and not rejoice F — And, inasmuch as these anticipations are 
of something unaeen, unrealized, and indefinitely great, the 
"joy " ia correspoadont ; it ia " imapeakable," in this sense, 
that it ia not restrictod, not limited to a precise measure, 
but erpanrive, — mingled with the sense of mystery. It 
aspires to be commensurate with unknown posaibilities, and 
BO is "unspeakable," as well as in its emphasis. And the 
soul of man (if not sunk and stupiQed in the earth), aspires 
for ever to a joy having this quality, that is, uudefinable, 
not reducible to exact and competent ezpiession, that goes 
beyond all assigned limits and calculation. 

See in all this, bow the joy of Christians — the only 
persons entitled to rejoice on earth — is both in its 
sentiment and its causes, combined with, founded upon, a 
recognition of Ckrut. 

And we cannot close without adding one remark, a 
common and obvious one indeed; — On the supposition of 
our Lord's being merely a human person, however exalted 
in prophetic office, no language expressive of the sentiments 
and emotions regarding him could be more absurdly extra- 
vagant, more unworthy of apostolic seriousuess and wisdom, 
than such expressions as those of the text; to which, 
nevertheless, there are very, very many, throughout the 
New Testament that correspond. On this hypothesis, no 
men ever wrote or spoke In a strain of more inflated 
fanaticism than they who were commiBsioned to illuminate 
the world ! 

5^tonS«-30, 18M. 
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Insomuch that, if we mi^ht suppose a man exercising, for 
a while, a judgment perfectly cool and abstracted from all 
passions, and is that judgment deciding that the two things 
were just equally desirable, no preference due to either, the 
instinctive feeling would vigorously rise up in preference of 
life. But this ia a vain Bupposition. Men do not put any 
such equality of CHtimate on life and death, as to leave it to 
the mere instinctive feeling to decide the preference. 

Consider a moment in what comparative view men do 
regard these two things. In what manner would they 
(adopting a form of expression in imitation of that of the 
apostle) declare or confess how they account of the two P 
Looking at them in their various characters, you can seem to 
tear what they would Bay,^one, and another; "To me to 
live it— to die it" — whatP Let them, respectively, tell 

" ' To me to live ' (might one Bay) is — gaiety, vivacity, 
amusement, delightful sociality, spirited pursuit, animated 
sublunary hope. ' To die' would be, — the quenching of all 
this joy, — to be torn from the only felicity that I know, — to 
be flung from this pleasant world, — to plunge as into a dark 
gulf, — to go X know not where, and where I do not wish to 
go." 

"' To me to live ' (might another say) is — the utmost 
indulgence of all Inxnry of the senses, passions, appetites, 
— a revel in the abundance of gratifications, — a variety and 
change of delights, — a full life in the present moment — and 
' t<Mnorrow to he 04 ihit dot/ and still more abundant.' ' To 
die' would be, the destruetion of all these senses, and all 
that gratifiea them, — to go where all must, to me, be famine 
and desolation,— to go where, if that religion be true, — I 
should be tormented in the spirit for having lived wholly to 
the flesh." 

*"To me to live' (might another say) is — affluence in 
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off the belief in a future judgment and retribution, we see 
the same effect irom the interference of conscience. 

"' To me to Iks' ia indeed a oourae in which my pleaaures 
are sadly poiaoned with vexation, — but, at any rate, it is, 
for so long, an exemption from what I have to expect here- 
af^r. Besides, while I live it is possible I may repent and 
reform. But, to me — ' To di«' — ^is perdition ! " 

If our attention were directed to an Atheist, whether of 
the coarser class, or a philosophic Hpeculatire one— still we 
should find the same mighty preference of life to death, — 
and most justly! 

"■'Tome to live' ia, — ^to have the play of all my senses 
and iaculties, — to take all I can, or dare, of immediate 
good, — to exult in defiance of what superstition has feigned 
an Almighty Power, — perhaps to command great attention 
by my genius and philosophiBingH. On the contrary, * To 
die,' ia to have all this broken up and vanished — conscious- 
uesa extinct — to become a clod of earth! "Why, I could 
wish that I had never existed, as then I had not been 
haunted by a sense of this doom to become nothing ; — not 
to mention my occasional fears that there may be something 
infinitely worse." 

"We will but add to these exemplifications, the case of 
those who should entertain the notion of a temporary extinc- 
tion, annihilation, of the soul — the conscious intelligent 
principle, — to be in existence again after the resurrection. 

"' To me to liee,' may be — to be wanned and actuated 
by many pleasing, and many sublime interests, — all the 
social benevolent affections, — augmenting knowledge— high 
contemplation, — service to God — vuious utility. 

" ' To die '■ — must bo the perfect cessation of all this, — 
the absolute negation of all good j and that, too, while this 
good is actually in possession of many of my human 
brethren ; — and while I might possibly, have continued in. 
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possession of it many years longer. And this negation 
of all good to be for an indefinitely long time, perbapa 
tbonsands of years, during wbicb an amazing train ol 
venders will take place, and of good enjoyed. ' To mt to 
die,' tberefore, would plainly be a great loss. And a poor 
consolation, in expenting it, that I aball niyaelf be ao lost 
ns not to be sensible of any loss." 

Aa to fcbe notion itself, with ao mwiy scriptures in direct 
contradiction to it, we need not dwell on its absurdity. 
The temporary extinction — annihilation of the conscious 
intelligent principle, or soul ! As if a soul annihilated could 
eT«r exist again ! Bedoco the soul to non-existence, and 
can any thing under heaven be clearer than, that whatever 
soul or spirit shall afterwards be make to exist, must be 
absolutely a creation, a new being altogether, just . as much 
as Adam was P If it be said that the Almighty can im- 
press on- that new spirit, a sense of its having existed 
before, and a conscience of having been good or evil, — the 
answer ia, we cannot presume to say, that that is impossible 
to his power, but it would be the moat flagrant fallacy in 
all the creation ; and, on the ground of justice, a thing 
horrid to think of, in the case of such a soul doomed to 
punishment. 

But we return to the Apostle, and in bis alternative see 
a happy contrast to all we have been describing, " To ma 
to Uee ig CkrUt, and to die ig gain." 

And, doubtless it is alao the state of every true and 
feithful disciple of Christ, tbough be may not always have 
the full consolatory sense and assurance of it ; nor babi- 
tuaUy have the same decided preference of death, 

'^ To me to liee—it Ohrist." A bold figure, — showing for 
one thing, the rapid action of his mind, — a baste to express 
the main idea ; an impatience, as it were, of the intermediate 
and explanatory expressions. 
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For another thing,— it shows the mighty magnitudo of 
that object in bis esteem. He regarded all the grand truths 
and interests of religion as centring in Sim — comprehended 
in .Hun ; insomuch that his reiy name might stand equiva- 
lent to them aJL How absurd, if he were not infiuitelj 
higher, greater, than a man, a prophet ! Think how it 
would have sounded if, for instance, Elijah, the zealous and 
heroic advocate of the Old Testament law, when he, at one 
time, desired to " die rather than live," had recoTered to 
the consideration of his important mission and said, " No ; 
I am willing for my great work's sake, to live a while longer, 
— for, to me to live w Motet." 

" Tb me to line it Chritt." TTih chief and immediate 
reference was to the important service which his prolonged 
li& and apostleship wonld render to the Christian cause, 
and especially to the Christian converts, to whom he was 
writing. Humanly speaking, a few years more of his lite 
might (and in fact did) contribute greatly to the extension 
and con£nuation of the true religion. (Apply this, in its 
inferior measure, to Christians note.) But his thoughts 
would not turn solely on the benefit he would so impart to 
others, in the promotion of the cause. He would include, — 
the happiness which he would, the while, enjoy himself; — 
the admiring and gratefiil contemplation of the economy of 
redemption; — meditation on the personal excellence, and 
glory, and sublimity, of the Messiah, the Son of God ; — an 
employment of thought on each of the distinct, or distin- 
guishable parts, and truths, of the new religion ; — the sense 
of his own happy interest in this system of redemption ; — 
the experience of its progressive efficacy on his mind and 
hia course of action; — that communion with Christ to which 
he and all the apostles so often refer with great emphasis of 
delight ; — the hope, the assured prospect of all that was in 
futurity, for himself, and for the world. All thie he had, as 
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a devoted ecrvaut of Christ ; and ibis he would continue to 
have in liriog longer. And, what value may we suppoee he 
set UDon it? What, in alt the world, would he have 
it for, even for the apace of one month ? Sup- 
(aa we may) naturally of an ambitious character, 
&ve exchanged it for to have been at the head of 
I Empire P Supposing him (as we may) of a 

covet the heighta and depths of philosophy, 
Bndour of eloquence ; for all that Athens boasted 
luld he have consented to a temporaiy exchange ? 
incomparably better and nobler in his esteem 
is be bad, and was sure he should continue to 
ery portion of his prolonged life. And yet, if 

1 permitted to make a choice, simply for his own 
lie would most gladly have surrendered all this 
) should gain by death ! He had te exercise a 
a suppression of bis wishes, in submission to bis 
^termination (doubtless signified to him by in- 
tbat bis life should be protracted. With this 
>n of animating interests in his soul, — the hap- 
'ery probaWy, on the whole face of the earth, — 
aless, deliberately judged, that " to depart and be 
," would, as to himself^ " be far better." The 
lis, on earth, would be his " ffoin" And when 
" WHSK " letter f" In the name of common 
can the expressions mean, but that to be in the 
the dead in Chri»t," of those who " slept in 
lid be better duriry that very tame time that, 
le would, by his Master's appointment, be living 
ice and enjoying all his benedictions P during 
lame months and years that it was signified to 

must submit to stay among the living P What! 
t space of time in the state, or rather no-stott^ 
ion (as to all sense and enjoyment), — was thai 
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accounted by him to be "letter" thtm auch a Btate of 
feeling and action as he waa in! Truly, a most marvellous 
encomium of his Master's service, — his Master's benefi- 
cence, — his Master's communion ! Splendid celebration of 
the happiness of having the smile of Omnipotence,— reve- 
lations of divine truth — the power of working miracles — 
and of promoting the highest, the eternal interests of man- 
kind, — and that in a way which was to operate to the end 
of time! 

How wise the judgment, too, on another ground, — sup- 
posing this &11 into insensibility and mental annihilation, 
irota death to the resurrection. At that solemn period the 
Apostle knew there would be conferred a felicity, often 
called by him a reward, proportioned to the service ren- 
dered on earth to Him who will then be the Judge. 
Therefore every addition here made to that service vrill 
then and there be an augmentation of the rewu-d. And, 
did ever mortal set a more magnificent value, in anticipa- 
tion, on that final reward F !None ever. * 

Well then, w^ it possible that this heroic apostle, am< 
bitious in the noblest sense, could deliberately say, " Let 
me be in a state of practical annihilation during that space 
of time in which I might, instead, be rendering to my Lord 
those continued services which would lead to an incon- 
ceivable augmentation of my glory when he shall come ? " 
No ! rather, if such a thing might have been permitted, he 
would have prayed that by a miracle his life might be pro- 
tracted for centuries longer — " Why is not our life that of 
Methuselah?" We said — "could he deliberately so de- 
cide P" for observe, the Apostle's expression of preferring 
to die, was not uttered in a crisis of despondency, like that 
of Elijah, when he felt as in a desperate eitremity, and all 
seemed to be lost as to the good cause ; but evidently in a 
state of the calmest thought, and when he saw that he was 
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Bucceasful in his important mission, and should continue to 
v„ -„ jjj ijyjjig to prosecute it. In this state of mind he 
lid, to leave aH this, and " to he with Chritt, it Jar 
" — " to die it gain." Every honest reader feels that 
ans — " better to be with Christ, sensibly so, during 
117 same time that otherwise I might be living and 
g him on earth." To be " i^ienfjrom the body," was, 
ing to hit ftuth, to " hepreaent with the Lord." 
i apostle was of the highest order of Christians. 
> every real Christian, " to die it gain." This needs 
ly extended illustration. The sensible lott of aU the 
of their present state, will itself be an immense 
" To have escaped out of all the evils belonging to 
odily existence — weakness, pains, sickness, anxious 
mprisonment of the soul ; — all sorrows of the mind, 
I their oausea. The being, if we may express it so, on 
tmortal tide of death; — pre-eminently, the perfect 
:anoe irom sin, — every propensity of the animated, 
energetic spirit, pointing only to good, — pure, 
to, unmingled good, — so that an unlimited liberty 
» given to idl its tendencies — the attainment of 
lee knowledge, of the most delightful kind ; — all of it, 
leyond the utmoBt reach of thought ; — the society of 
spirits of the human order— and of the angelic ; — 
fiir more bright and direct manifestation of the 
) Being, and of the Mediator ; — an intense realization 
at has been done and obtained for them by the 
rung mediation; — the joyful and not impatient 
g forward to what is to be revealed and conferred at 
surrection. 

V mighty the duty, how transcendent the interest, of 
ing our utmost energy to the object — that death may 
mil" 
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LECTUEE XLVIL 

THX AnXUUK ASD ITS UOBAL AHALOGUS. 

iBAua Uir. Q. 

" We all do fade as a leaf:' 

Oua lirea have been prolonged to witneaa once more within 
tlie laat few weeks, the wide progrese of decay over the field 
of nature. The infinite maeeeB of foliage, which unfolded 
Bo beautifidly in regetable life, in the spcing, and have 
adorned our Lmdacape during the summer, have faded, 
fallen, and periahed. We hare beheld the " grace of the 
fashion" of them disclosed, continuing a while bright in 
the ennshine, and gone for ever. How our text (with many 
otbei passages of the same character) admonishes ua not 
to see the very leaves fade, without being reminded that 
sometJiing eke is also lading ; this ia a lact more intimately 
realized to ua than any thing in the external world can be, 
but of which we have a most marveUous faculty, if we may 
BO caU it, of being insensible. Is it not so f Kow many 
of us can, — or can any of us — aay, they have had during 
the recent season, as distinct and prolonged a reflection on 
the fact, that our own mortal existence is fading, as wo 
have had a perception of the £ading and e^inction of vege- 
table life i It would seem aa if the continued pressure of 
ill health, or the habitual spectacle of sickness and decline 
in OUT IriendB, were necessary in order to keep us reminded 
of the truth which is ezpresaed in the text. 

We should do well to fix our attention awhUe on this 
very pernicious fact, of our inaptitude to feel and reflect 
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that our murtai condition is fadings and then to note and 
iirge a few of those monitory circumstancea which verily 
this our declining state. Let us look a little at the habits 
' of our feeling, in regard to this matter. 

And, first, we are very unapt to recognize the conunon 
lot and destiny of all human life, — that it is to fade, and is 
lading. The vast world of the departed is out of our sight, 
— even what was the material and visible part. "What is 
constantly in our sight is the world of the Hving ; and we 
are unapt to think of them as all appointed not to be living. 
Perhaps it was but very few times in the life of the Persian- 
monarch that he was in so reflective and moral a mood, as 
when, looking on his innumerable army, he thought, and 
wept to think, that iu less than a century they would all 
be dead. And in our own caae, while we see the countless 
population, in all the passions and actions of life, it is but 
now and then, perhaps rather unfrequently, that the reflec- 
tion, like a solemn shade, comes over us, — "these are all 
hastening out of sight, tending to dissolution and dust ! 
Such a living scene oar ancestors beheld; but where are 
DOW both those they looked on and themselveB f " — Man aa 
he is, fills the attention, and precludes the thought of man 
as he is ^pointed and gcmg to he. 

And we may note a circumstance which aids the decep- 
tion, namely, that the moat decayed and faded portion of 
the living world is much less in sight than the fresh and 
vigorous. Think how many infirm, sick, debilitated, lan- 
guishing, and almost dying persons there are, that are 
rarely or never out in public view, net met in oar streets, 
loads, or places of resort, — ^not in our religious assemblies ! 
And then " out of sight, out of mind " in a great degree ! 
Thus we look at the hving world so as not to read the 
destiny written on every forehead, and in this thoughtless- 
ness are the more apt to forget our own. 
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But, again, we are very prone to forget it, tliat is, our 
own deetiny, even while we do recognize the general ap- 
pointment to fade and vanish. The great general appoint- 
ment is brougtit in onr riew, by many things which we 
cannot help perceiving. There is no avoiding to observe 
something of the process of &ding. It is obvious that 
many of our fellow mortals are dying; — ^that many are 
pining in sickness, and conauming away under incurable 
distempers ; that many are changing in appearance, wither- 
ing down, gradually declining in strength, and sinking into 
infirmity and feebleness. But, nevertheless, we have some 
unaccountable power and instinct to dissociate ourselves 
&om the general condition and relationship of humanity. 
"AH men think all men mortal but themselves." — /am not 
hopelessly sick. — I am not sinking into feebleness. — I am 
not withering within an inch of the dust." And this is 
thoughtlessly suffered to become, in the feeling, or rather 
insensibility, of the mind, much the same thing as if Jf had 
no such thing to apprehend , — as if that general lot were 
not mine I 

Have you not been sometimes struck or amazed at this, 
in observing others, or in self-reflection F How is it (you 
have said) — how comes it to be possible, that men can see 
the partakers of their own nature and destiny, withering 
and falling from the tree of life (so to speak,) and calmly 
look at them in their &I1 and in the dust, vritb hardly one 
pointed reflection turned on themselves f As if the care- 
less spectator should say, ""Well, they must go-. — there is 
no help for them I unfortunate lot ! but it is nothing to me, 
except to pity them for a moment, and be glad that I am 
under no such disastrous decree P" So little is there of 
ominous sympathy felt, while men see neighbours, 
acquaintance. Mends, relatives, one by one, fading, falling, 
and vanishing 1 It may seem as if they were not 

VOL. ir. E 
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;red as havuig belonged to the great buiuan 
it; ; as if the/ bad not been exenrplifieationi of what 
I, and ia appointed to, to admoniBh ttad alarm those 
;ontinue to live, — but iU-fated exception* to the 
in lot, to give the reet an occaaiou of triumph, that 
aat under quite a different law ; " They were not of 

if they had been of us, they would not have gone 
IB." Or as if each survivor, espeuially if in health, 
it old, believed the antediluvian privilege of longevity 
volved to him, regarding those who have departed as 

frail race of seventy years ! And if the actual 
ing of individuals &om the grand community is 
so lightly by those who remain, it is no wonder that 

persons decline and fade into old age and infirmity 

have little sympathetic power to remind others of 
)wn fnul mortality ; at least those who are a stage or 
tsa advanced in life, even though it were bat a 
nee of ten or fifteen years. Thus men are under 
dnd of spell and beguitement on their feeling which 

them the sense of being involved in the common lot. 
i true, it were absurd to imagine there should on the 
lition of the most perfectly rectified and expanded 
of human feeling, be such a kind of community- 
lent (so to call it) as if they were almost to feel their 
ifirmity and decline, in mere sympathy with that of 
But still this Bclf-defensive unconcern, this not 
forcibly admonished that our lot is of a piece with 
immon lot, is an unnatural and irrational state of 

And pernicious too; are not, fi)r example, young 
B all the worse, in point of wisdom, and the right 
le and use of life, from allowing themselves to regard 
»ndition as so entirely disconnected with old age, — 
related to it, — as if centuries and centuries had to 
way, before they should become old r* Are not thobo 
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who are io strong health as if they were on a .different 
planet irom those vho are feeble or sickp Aro not the 
living, as If it never could be, that ihej/ should come to be in 
the state of the dead P 

It is bat little varying the illustration to observe, that 
vre are apt to regard life much more as a thing that we 
pontioely patten than as a thing that we are loting, and in 
a train to eea»e potgettinff. (We are considering life in the 
sense of the duration of living,) We thoughtlessly permit 
an imposition on our feelings, as if life were a substantive 
property, which we pdsaeased years since, and equally now 
possess. To be alive is the same consciousness »ou> as 
then; and so we forget the essentially different condition 
we are in. Life in the case of a being that should be 
certainly immortal might be considered as an absolute 
possession. But with us, life is expenditure; we have it 
but as continually losing it; we have no use of it, but ae 
continually wasting it. Suppose a man confined in some 
fortress, under the doom to stay there till his death ; and 
suppose there is there for his use, a dark reservoir of water, 
to which it is certain none can ever be added. He knows, 
suppose, that the quantity is not very great; he cannot 
penetrate to ascertain how much, but it may be very Utile. 
He has drawn from it by means of a fountain a good while 
already, and draws from it every day; — but how would he 
feel each time of drawing, and each time of thinking of it ? 
not as if he had a perennial spring to go to ; not, " I have a 
reservoir, — I may be at ease." Ko! but, "I had water 
yesterday ; — I have water to-day ; — but my having had it, 
and my having it to-day, is the very cause that I shall not 
have it on some day that is approaching. And at the same 
time I am compelled to this fatal expenditure !" So of our 
mortal, transient life! And yet men are very indisposed to 
admit the plain truth that life is a thing which they are in 
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no other way posaeesmg, than aa necesBarilj conBuming; 
and that eveo in this imperfect sense of poBBeeaion, it 
becomee ereiy day leti a posseasion ! Nay, we Bometimes 
see that the longer a man has been in the expenditure of it, 
the more securely he seems to feel it a property positiTe, 
entire, and his own. 

"With many, the plain testimony of time comes home vith 
fiir too little force, — time had, and spent, and gone, eince 
their recorded nativity. They have attained the age of 
forty, fifty, fifty-fiTe, sixty, or more, and yet will not lay it 
to heart, that they have entered, or gone a great way foi> 
ward in the latter part of any probable length of life. 

It may be observed that some persona, after arnTing at 
the part of life which we call " middle age," remain a good 
while but tittle altered in their feeling of health, in their 
power of activity, or even in their appearance, — a great 
privilege ! — but if they be not persons of serious reflec- 
tion, it may be veiy pernicious to their highest interests. 
Thej will allow themselves to feel as if they still belonged 
to a much earlier stage. They can asBodate still with 
the youthful, on somewhat like equal terms. They will 
coiisolidate all their worldly habits, and give tbemselvea 
np to schemes formed for a long time to come. They 
feel as if they had a fine, long, protracted, summer 
season, to make the most of life and the world. They 
reckon, probably, on the utmost term of mortal life, and 
with great self-complacency, pass by the graves of their 
departed sickly coevals. Some of these persons retain so 
much spirit, vivacity, activity, and good appearance, that 
they are not as yet much haunted with the aversion and 
dread of being accounted old. 

But it is obvioub to remark, that many persons fading 
into the decline of life, betray a solicitous reluctance to 
being Donsidered and classed with the elderly and the old 
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They diBcorer, perhaps in spite of some effort, a sensation 
of chagrin at hearing espressions which directly, or by im- 
plication, assign them to the aged claae; prematurely 
assign them they think, or would have it thought ; so that 
it becomes a point of complaisance to beware of using any . 
such expressions in their presence. Some such persons 
haTB recourse to expedients, undigni&ed, and at the same 
time unavailing, for the purpose of keeping their former 
ground,— as, an ill-judged labour of personal decoration, a 
style of dress and ornaments perhaps little worthy of intel* 
Ugence and piety at any age ; but at any rate inappropriate 
to any but the more lightsome form and unfaded counte- 
nance; a forced, orer-acted vivacity, even an attempted 
rivalry, with not the gaiety only, but the very levity of 
youth, as if they positively would not be old enough to be 
grave on any subject ; — a resolute addiction to amusements, 
and what is called company. 

Such are some of the characteristics of men's insensi- 
bility to the solemn fact that " we all do fade as a leaf." 
Now this insensibility is partly wilful ; for it is partly owing 
to our indulging a reluctance to perceive and think of the 
signs and proofs which remind us of the fact that we are 
fading. Therefore it is highly proper there should be a 
solemn remonstrance agtunst this perverse indisposition, 
and an endeavour to press on the attention those circum- 
stances and reflections which are adapted to remind us of 
the fading, vanishing condition of our mortal existence.* 
They are in mighty number I If the soul would expand 
itself, and with a lively sensibility to receive upon it the 
significance, the glancing intimation, the whispered moni- 
tion of all things that u« adapted to remind it of the fact, 
■ "HowatiangeandavfalU thei^nthe^aftifeand death in Ihe gnitj 
wind* and falling leavea of an automiiAl dayl" — CoLiiiiimi. Table Talk, 
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best of ideas would strike it! Then ve should 
B a shadow pass, — or a TSpour rise, — or a flower 
a leaf fall, — still less a human visage withered in 
: we should have a thought of the transient con 
of our life. We can only note a few of the things 
eet this instruction. 

Id not he foreign to the purpose to reflect how 
cessive generations of men have faded and vanished 

text itself was written; aa many as there have 

of the leaf since the first autumn which the oldest 
nong us can remember (at the average duration). 

a person glance on the long repetition of this 
age over the &ce of the earth, — and think of Mats ! 
;ine some great apirit to have been an observer of 
a race through all this series of ages ! within his 
entire multitude gone— once, — and once again, — 

' view, however, there is a grand circumstance of 
ion, with respect to the removal and the renewal 
ace. Homaa beings are continually going and 
10 that, though all die, Mait, in his vast assem- 
always here. If there were not an essential 
in making the supposition that a great majority 
lole race were, at successive periods, to sink in di»- 
at once (or such a portion as inhabited any one 
that might be imagined an amazingly striking 
ion to those that remained, to grow into another 
0. Bnt the order of the world is that men be 
n one by one, one here and one there, leaving 
ity mass, to general appearance, BtiU entire, 
ui the case of vast and desolating calamities.) 
we see nothing parallel to the general autumnal 
the lea£ More like the evergre«n», which lose 
'es by individuals, and still maintain their Jiving 
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foliagft,~-to the tboughtless spectator, the human race ia 
presented under such a fallaciooB appearance, as if it always 

But a man should have serious consideration enough to 
look through tliis deceptioo. An aged person (especially if 
he has always continued chiefly in one neighbourhood) can 
verify to himself that he has actually seen one whole distin' 
guishahle generation fade and disappear; can recollect who 
his early acquaintanoea were around the district, and has 
seen them gradually go ; and now sees that they are nearly 
all gone, — only himself and a very few others remaining, like 
the last few faded leaves, lingering and fluttering on a tree. 
Indeed, if a veiy old man, he has seen the main suhstance 
of two generations vanish. But let those even iu very early 
life consider, that they have seen one and tmother near them 
fade and fall; and how many before what we regard as 
the proper seasoa for fading! 

And here another warning suggestion arises; namely, 
that we allow ourselves to miscalculate the appropriate sea- 
son for lading. Our imagination places that season in old 
age. Most delusively ! for surely that cannot be taken aa 
the appropriate season, long previously to which the grand 
majority actually do fade into dissolution. Those who live 
to quite an advanced old age are so vastly smaller a propor- 
tion, that it were most absurd to take them as repre- 
sentative of the hum^ lot, in respect to length of life. 
The period to be accounted in a general collective calculation, 
as the proper term of mortality, cannot rightly he placed 
beyond such a stage in life as a large proportion of men do 
attain, but not exceed. The comparison with the leaves here 
again fails. The main mass of the foliage of the forest does 
continue on to the late period wEuch none of it can sur- 
vive. Kot BO in the case of human beings. The great 
majority of them are not appointed to reach what we are 
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atd as the late autumn of life. And 
reoBS are to be earnestly warned against 
as evea a probability. They are apt to 
ilculation, all causes of decay and disso- 
nere protracted lime. But do let them 
imparatively are letl to the mere wearing 
B field of life there are a thousand things 
cipate time. And these are to be taken 
id as forming the far greater part of it, 

any probable term for the duration of 
I be taken into the account, how very 
of probability ! Then let no young per- 
slveB with flattering lies, and say, " We 
to the fer-off term of eighty!" But 

perhaps truly say, " We do not much 
Jculations in,any way. It ia enough that 
ire youthful and blooming; there is no 
its approach." Well ! so have many felt, 

in anawer to grave admonitions, who 
lat 19, the recent fall of the leaf, have 

! And BO before the fading of nest 
many more, now gay and blooming, 
rting on these threatening possibilities of 

consider, that to a reflective mind, the 
I progress toward fading would appear 
;o it; to have daily, less and less of that 
which is all that there can be between, 
letimes on the flowers of a meadow which 
B was to invade the next day ;— perfect 
et, — but to the miniJ they hare seemed 
■ough 4he anticipation. If we turn to 
}d way, or quite far advanced in life, Aey 
' that vernal season has passed away ; — 
in the review like an absolutely preter- 
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natural fleetBeas of time. Aa to their now more advanced 
period, there are many palpable intimations in their eipe- 
rience to remind them of the truth in the text. Even those 
who are ranked aa the middle aged, have much that speaks 
to them in a serioua and warning voice. They are moat of 
them sensible by their consciousness, as well aa by the 
record of years, that one grand seaBon of their terrestrial 
esistence is gone by. Jjet them think what they feel to be 
gone ; — freshness of life, — vem^ prime, — overfiowing spirits, 
— elastic, bounding vigour, — insuppressible activity, — quick, 
CTer-varying emotion, — delightful unfolding of the faculties, 
— the sense of more and more power of both body and 
spirit, — the prospect as if life were entire before them,— and 
all overspead with brightness and fair colours! This is 
gone! and this change is not a little toward the fading. 
Those poignantly feel it to be so who look back with 
sadness, or with vain fretfolnesa, to ' think it cannot be 
recalled. 

But there are still more decided indications of decay. 
Some, indeed, as -we observed, remain considerably station- 
ary ; but, as to the majority, there are circumstances that will 
not let them forget thereabouts they are in life; feelings of 
positive infirmity; — diminished power of exertion; — grey 
hairs; — fiiilure of sight; — besetting pains;— apprehensive 
cantion against harm and inconvenience; — often what are 
called nervous affections; — slight injuries to the body far 
less easily repaired. All this la a great progress in the 
feding. And the appearance partakes of and indicates the 
decline ; not so perceptible to the person himself, or to con- 
stant associates, but often strikes acquaintance who see one 
another after long absence. 

From this stage there is a very rapid descent toward 
complete old age, with its accumulated privations and 
oppressions ; general prostration of strength ; — often settled 
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' ^ra operating witti habitual grievance ; loaa of memory ; 
3WS marking the countenance ; — great suffering by 
iconveniencea ; — confinement in a great measure to a 
-a strange and mighty diasevennent, as it nere, from 
m'n own earthly youthful self. In some instances 
JB a last decline into an utterly withered state of 
ice ; — imbecility wholly of body and mind. The final 
ia that of the fallen leaves, to ba reduced to duet, 
lua in so many ways ia the text verified. 
ill perhaps, be aaid, " This ia a moat gloomj view of 

life. Why exhibit it at such width, and darken it 
) many aggravations of shade, aa if to cloud the little 
le that glimmem on our lot P" We anawer, nothing 
is that aunshine that will not pierce radiantly through 
)ud. No complacency, no cheerfulness, no delight, ia 
having that cannot be enjoyed together with the con- 
tion of this view of our mortal condition, Such an 
ion — is it truth ? is it fact ? and is it truth and fact 
ibly bearing on our own concern ? Then the endea- 
D be escaping from the view and thought of it would 
hing incomparably more gbomy to behold than all 
lia exhibition presents ; because that would betray the 
;he neglect, the rejection of the grand resource against 
lom of our mortal state and deatiny. 
ui enlightened beholder of mankind, it is not their 
ill under the doom to iade, be dissolved, and vanish, 
>t tiiat that strikes him as the deepest gloom of the 

no ! — but their being thoughtless of this their con- 
— their not seeking the true and all-powerful conaola- 
inder it ; — their not earnestly looking and aiming 
1 that glorious state into which they may emerge from 
ding and perishing existence. The melancholy thing, 
jhasis, is, that beings under such a doom ahould dis- 

that grand countervailing economy of the divine 
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beneficence in which " life and immortality are brought to 
light," — in which the Lord of life has himself aubmitted 
to the lot of mortab in order to redeem them to the pros- 
pect of another life, where there is no &ding, decline, or 
dissolution ! 

Let UB not then, absurdly turn irom the view because it 
is grave and gloomy, but dwell upon it, often and intensely 
for the great purpose of exciting our spirits to a victory 
over the vanity of our present condition ; — to gain from it, 
through the aid of the Divine Spirit, a mighty impulse 
toward a state of ever-living, ever-blooming existence beyond 
the sky. A man who feels this would accept no substitute 
consolation gainst the gloomy chuscter of this mortal life ; 
not the highest health, not the most exuberant spirits, — nor 
early youth itself, if it were possible for that to be renewed. 
" Ko, rather let me fade — let me languish — let me feel that 
mortality is upon me, and that the terrestrial scene is dark- 
ening around me, but with this inspiration of fhith and hope 
— ^this rising energy— which is already carrying me out of 
an existence which is all frail^, into one of vigour, aud 
power, and perpetuity !" 



Dig t,z^=;,. Google 



LBCnXEB XLVm. 

PSTBB'B IIXLTTEBA.IIC1 7ROU FBIBOB. 



about tJuit time Serod the king stretched forth hia 

hsnd to vex certain of the church," &c, 

(TOUt believera in Iterelatioa rqoice in a confiiletit 
tjon that thia world will, at length; become a place 
ble to tlie servants of God. The Tiew forward is the 
■,ory and Climating one; it is seen occupied, in the 
t, with beautiful and glorious imagery. The pro- 
light over it is, indeed, somewhat of the nature of 
; but, the prospect is most unequivocallf that of a 
uid a long season, in which the saints Bhall, literally, 
t the earth," and shall have all things in their favour. 

1 a vast space of paat time, there has been only a 
■ninutive number, on the whole earth, of Buch aa truly 
ad feared and served God. And during periodB in 
ley have been a somewhat more perceptible portion 
ace, think how the world has often treated them ; as 
irere foreigners and intruders, occupying a place to 
hey had no right. A. very couBidembte portion of 
ory of the world Is a record of the persecutions that 
;ed against them. Monarchs, with the co-operation 

' counsellors, captains, priests, and the ignorant 
multitude, have eveu sought to make it a chief dia- 
oa and glory of their reigns that they zealously 
iired the destruction of the saints of the Moat High, 
ivever, has often been a fatal course for the perse- 
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cutors themaelveB. The history of the church abounds with 
instances of Divine judgoients, on both atates and iudi- 
Tiduala, for their violence against the people of God. 

The kingdom of God on earth ia in real, vital, connexion 
vitb hie kingdom in heaven; bo that there is — shall we eay? 
— a spopathj between them; so that, when a aaint is 
smitten on earth, there is, as it were, a aensation conveyed 
to the upper shy. The Lord of saints and angels says, 
" Saul, why per*eeute»t thou meT" a strange expression of 
the union of the " King cf Glory " and his humble mortal 
friends I The mighty spirits that he has on high, in his ser- 
vice! doubtless, take their share of interest in his kiDgdom 
below. Throughont the Scriptures we see them prompt to 
come down, in aid and in avengement of hia oppressed 

In the short chapter before us there is an account of 
the angel of the Lord coming twice — once to deliver Peter 
— then to smite Herod. Herod, who, having persecuted the 
apostles of Christ, filled up the measura of his wickedneea 
by willingly accepting the title of a God from the base 
courtiers and people. They were worthy to hare such a 
king, Ukd even to share his fate ; for what was the way for 
faim to render himself so popular with them, that they should 
be ready to call him " a god ? " It was, to kill the Chris- 
tiana. He hod killed James, " and heeatue he tate Ufileated 
ihe Jcwt, he proceeded fuirther to take Peter alio." Here 
was what had been the peculiar people to Gkkl, of all the 
peo|de of the whole earth, aonk to the last barbarous 
deprarity of the pagan nations. The moat effectual expe- 
dient for the chief of their nation to gratify them was, to 
give them a show of hnman victims ; especially provided the 
sufferers were the disciples and advocates of true religion. 
So it was among the Bomans, and other heathen nations. 
But so, too, has it since been in nations bearing the Christian 
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name ; aa in the horrid spectades exhibited by tbe laquisi- 
tion. These things "pteoMii ^Ae peopla;" and their rulers, 
ftT and apiritual, were moat forward and liberal In 
ling them auch pleasure,— especially in the way of 
OUB persecution. The malignity of human nature has 
ired tenfold malignant, when vented in the direction of 
lity to true religion. It has then glared out a fiend, 
hting and luxuriating in. savage barbarity. 
KilUnff Jamet with ihe ttoord" had so captivated the 
le, that Herod thought he had fallen or the very best 
od of courting the favour of his subjects. And it was 
nately one which cost no aelf-deniid of bia own royal 
isition. He could at aaae" pleate" them and himself, 
therefore "proceeded to take Feter aUo." One flagrant 
3 facilitates the perpetration of the next. Herod pro- 
r issued his commMid for the apprehension of Peter 
as little repugnance as he would have ordered a conrt- 
ral. In his recollection of James, no such idea obtruded 
' in hia mind, as that the martyred apostle had ascended 
" iwiji toUtieti " against him to the throne of Heaven. 
ther he might suppose the departed saint did go, we 
ot conjecture; hut he thought he might send another 
ame road without danger of ever hearing of it again, 
3t in the demoniac applauses of his mob. 
iter would be easily found, and taken. He, we may 
70, had not absconded &om aflright at the fate of his 
N apostle. Cowardice in behtdf of his Lord had been 
■a once before ; but that was the lait time. The death 
a great Master, and the love manifested toward f eter 
he rose again, had devoted Peter to die for him, when- 
fidelity to his cause should require the sacrifice. He 
t even wish that the life which, as a mortal, he must at 
vents surrender, should have the advantage of being 
indered aa an act of testimony, rather than as a mere 
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paaaive loBS under a natur&l law. On » sober calculation, 
the act of dying for Christ might be held equivalent to 
very many acts of living aervice. As the death of Samaon 
was, in oae single act, a greater achievement for the 
Israelites than all he had performed during his previous life. 
The martyrs have, iu the hiatory of religion, and in the 
glories and rewarda of heaven, this eminent precedence of 
the other faithful, that they performed, in dying, a great 
action, of as much value, probably, in the Divine account, 
as the EealouB labours of many years of life. May we not 
venture to aay, that the man who, at the age of fifty, died a 
martyr, lived virtually, in the value of service, to the age of 
sixty or seventy P However, the Glreat Judge can estimate 
the proportion right, and accordingly will be his award. 

But we return to Peter. He was conveyed to prison. 
Do we follow him thither with compassion P We can 
imagine him looking— -(if there was a sufficient glimmer of 
light) — looking round on the walls of his new abode, of 
impregnable thickness, with strong bars, — a dreaiy, dismal 
shade, ominous sounds ; and chains on his limbs. " This it 
is," he might say, " to he an avowed and faithful servant of 
Him that died for me." But vhat if he said further — 
" Well I would rather be here and be thus, for such a cause, 
then be the lord of Herod's, or of Caesar's palace." And 
can any one doubt, that if be did feel and say bo, he was 
right ? While tte body is in a palace, the soul may be in 
prison ; whereas, while his body was in a prison, his soul was 
aa in a palace. And even externally, be was soon to have 
such attendance there as the dwellers in royal and imperial 
mansions have not. 

There was the most formal precaution, on the part of the 
tyrant, to secure his intended victim. " He pat him in 
prison, and delivered htm to four ^uatemumt of noldieris" 
(four times four,) who took their stations, in arms and 
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militaiy pride ; but perhaps wondering that bo many were 
thought neceBsaiy for such a service. And, indeed, they 
were either too many, or too few. Peter had a number of 
affectionate, humble, pioae, fiiends, but peaceful, unarmed, 
oppreBsed, and malignantly watched ; for any danger of an 
iuBurrectioii and rescue by them, theae guards were pomp- 
ously too mam/; but if considered as appointed to resist 
and overpower whatever might come to the prisoner's aid, 
they were too feio. There was a recorded instancy of an 
army besetting the dwelling-ptace of a prophet, and being 
baffled. There was another example to show that had they, 
instead of sixteen, been 185,000, they might still be too few. 
If Herod could have had there even the mighty aggregate of 
the Boman legions, they would have been too few. 

No intercession for Peter with the king appears to hare 
been ventured or thought of. But something else was 
done, — "prayer ua* madt viithotU eeating to Gotljbr him;" 
an expedient which would have been held in great contempt 
by Herod and his men of wtw, and by the people too. But 
they who had recourse to it, knew well what they were 
about. How happy that In all ertremitiea, and when every 
other expedient is precluded or unavuling, the greatest of 
all still remains I 

Good men are to remember one another in their prayers *, 
espedslly when any of them are placed in Bituations of very 
difficult duty, or great peril. And peculiarly when any are 
involved in fearful dsjiger in consequence of their being 
faithfully devoted to God and religion. (Certain mission- 
aries in the East at this time.) In times of persecution, 
this affectionate, sympathetic pie^ has been wanned and 
exalted to a degree of which we can hardly form any con- 
ception. And, in not, a few instances, there have been 
remarkable interpositions apparently in consequence ot, 
plainly in connexion with, this intercessory devotion. 
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But Peter's friends, and himself, had to wait ; for days 
and nights passed on, and nothing unusual occurred. At 
length the appointed day was juat arriving, only one night 
between, if indeed that night itself waa not to have been 
the time. He had probably no doubt as to hie destination ; 
and he might, or might not, be apprised that the appointed 
time was so immediately at hand. But at all events, he was 
in great tranquillity, — slept, between two soldiers, and in 
his chains. He felt no reatlesa agitation ; — cast oo despond- 
ing looka at the bars, the fetters, the walls, the guards ; — 
indulged in no desperate imaginations or rain implorings. 
A man with a good conscience, and wholly resigned to God, 
may sleep anywhere. Why not F if he has attained the 
point to he " indifferent in his choice to sleep or die." In 
some instances, devout faith baa risen so high that the man 
in peril has been enabled to feel as if the question of his 
life and death was more Qod's concern than his own. " If 
Qod wants my hfe for further service, he will preserve it ; 
if he does not want it, /do not." 

See, now, this man, within the relentless hold of these 
walls, these irons, these savage and iaithful guards — these 
three strong gates, — under the doom of an inexorable tyrant, 
who was delighted in anticipating the delight he meant to 
give to the barbarous multitude. The Christians were both 
powerless and in quite resignation ; with Ho means, even, 
of making interest with " the king's ehamberlain." Within 
an hour or two, can this man be walking, perfectly free f 
How would such a question have sounded to Heiod and 
any of his favourites and idolaters P 

" The angel of the Lord came v^on him, and a light shmed 
in the priton." How different is such a being, in such a 
place, from a man ! He cares not for a massive structure, 
if it were built of piled rocks, — caies not for securities of 
iron, — for guards, for gates. He can pass in and out when 
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he pleaaes, can rend, can demolish, — can take away tlie 
imprisoned mortal whom lie ia sent to visit. And he is 
tmre to find whom he ia Bent to riait. There ia no dark 
recesB, no secret dungeon, which his presence will not 
instantaneously flash into. Let hut the commiasion be 
given him, and he will ' infallibly be at the spot where it ia 
to be executed. His entrance to Peter was with no tumult, 
and ostentation of power. It waa so calm and ailent that 
he did not awake. The angel "tmoie him on the tide" and 
summoned him to rise. But it waa a gentle violence. Not 
so he, or some of his celestial aaaociates, bad amitten the 
fiiriouB asaailants of Lot — not so the army of Sennacherib — 
not ao he smote 'Herod. A gentle violence I Methinks an 
emblem of a death of a Christian ; a soft blow, to emanci- 
pate him &om the prison of mortality, — to aummon and 
raise him to eternal liberty, to the amplitude of heaven ! 

Peter awaked to gaze on the angeUc visitant and dis- 
turber. It was worth the sleep of death so to awake ! 
And a good man, sinking in that sleep, doea, ia hia soul, bo 
awake. Hia agency struck the chains from Feter'a hands, 
as an intenaely powerful stroke of lightning might ; but 
that would have been destruction to the- man ao act free ; 
here it waa by an innocent and ailent force. No time was 
given for wonder, or questions, or idle triumph, at the 
amazement and terror of the impotent guards. We, how- 
ever, feel somewhat of that triumph in viewing the scene. 
We seem to challenge — " Who vrill attempt to arrest him, 
or touch him, now P What hard ferocioua martial counte- 
nance, will dare even to frown upon him, as he goes out, 
led by an angel's handP 

Each expression and movement was that of haste. This 
character of speed, and prompt execution, attaches to many, 
to most, of the recorded interrentiona of theae Buperhuman 
agenta. An if even they, that never alumber, and live for 
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ever, had no five to lose, — had other things demandlag their 
iEstent ftotivity, — and couid not Btay as if to eojoy the com- 
placency of what they had done ; — are not detained by any 
delighted wonder that they should huve been able to do it. 

Peter did as he was commanded, — but was so amazed that 
he thought it was all " a vinon." What an infinite series 
of things, Glod can, if he will, throughout all eternity, dis- 
play, successively, to his intelligent creaturea, that will so 
astonish them that it will require time to recover their 
faculties to apprehend as reality ; and which will fill them 
with delight as soon as tHey can stedfaatly apprehend 
them. Paul, in his rapture to the third heaven, had not 
time for this full recovery, for he could never teU, whether 
he had then been " t» the hody" or " out of it." 

The outermost great "iron gate" opened of "its own 
■ accord" to illustrate the power of spirit over matter, espe- 
cially when that spirit is not itself grossly involved in 
matter. And doubtless a larger measure of this command- 
ing power will be conferred on the human spirits that are 
in the Divine favour, in that higher state where they shall 
\o longer be loaded with their vehicle of clay. In this 
splendid manner was Peter led out of prison. How differ- 
ent from that in which he had been brought in! grasped as 
a criminal, loaded with fetters, — attended by guards who 
despised their charge, insulted, probably, by the populace ! 
How different, too, from that in which the ^rant had 
intended he should be led out! That tyrant might take, 
or not, aa he pleased, this one more lesson and proof, that 
there ie in action on earth, a wiU and a power above all 
human might and pride. To the humble Christiana it 
would be an animating manifestation in whose hands they 

The angel left Peter, having accomplished his appoint- 
ment. But, there was to be another time when Peter would 
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B 'riait of Buch a messeiiger ! An r 
en we also aliall want it, — when 
rom the prisoti-hoiise of mortality 
«e!f. And let iia eeriouBly thinl 
vhat habits, what spirit preTOtling 
ikely to terminate in our finding such a messenger 
d to be with us at that hour, — appointed to be . 
, and TifOt to leave ua, — to accompsay ua in an 
I and amazing journey ; that whereas Peter came 
.elightedlj and collectedlj' aensible of the granfl 
tion when he found himself alone in the street,- 
become aensible of the wondrous reaUty of it, t 
)uraelves in the presence of aaints, and angels, an 
ireme Lord I 
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THX TOVEBS OF THE TTOBLS TO COWS. 



"Thej/otcerg of the world to eome ;" — 

That is to aay, belonging to, and operating from, that 
world ■which, as to ua, ia " to come," though now aiiBting. 
And by "powerg," we eaaily imderstimd, forces, — energies, 
BgencieB, — ^influenceB,— virtueH,— and these in action upon 
their proper subjects. 

Sow, we are subjects to be acted upon. Our nature 
has atmost its whole exercise, we might almost say, 
the verification of its existence — in being acted upon, by 
influences and impressions, from things extraneous to 
it. If our imagination could, for an instant, admit so 
fantastic, and indeed monstrous, an idea, as ttat of one 
human being existing, and nothing else, this idea could not 
stay before the mind. It would, in its very conception, be 
the idea of an existence immediately shrinking into nothing, 
— Uaving no inherent sufficiency of existence to exist even 
for an instant. We easily eonceiye of the Divine Being 
existing in the eternal absence of all other existence; with 
nothing to contribute to Him, or act upon Him. But all 
creatures must hare their existence, as it were, substantiated 
to them, by means of something from without them. How 
many things are acting, how many causes are producing 
their effects, on u« .' Would they were all good ones ! But 
it is alarming to reflect how &r otherwise is the tact. 

" The poioeri of tie world to eome." There is one pure, 
salutary, beneficent order of influraioeB, tending to worE tha 
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«, aupreine, eternal good of our nature. But it con- 
the mind to reflect, what proportion this ckas of 
cee bears to others, in the actual operation on 
[d. 

world, too, has "potnert," which it exerts, we do not 
rivalry with the "poaert" of the other, but with a 
preponderance of efficacy. Behold the evidence of 
»hty, extended, incessant, predominant operation of 
wera of this world ! Is it not as evident to our view, 
rery &ce and colour of the earth, that incomparably 
er proportion of human spirit and character is con- 
to thi» world than to the other P 
there may be persons to say, " And how should it be 
Ise, seeing our relations to this world are so imme- 
10 many, and so easentialiy constituting our present 
sn, in which this world has the most peremptory and 
}le demands upon us ? How can men but be con- 
to what they are, by the necessity of their condition, 
aately and constantly implicated with ?" The answer 
be, certainly, that to a considerable extent, this ia 
lie, and not wreng. There is a bo(^ composed of thia 
elements, intimately involved in them, and depend- 
them ; through ehi«, the present world will have a. 
ffect on the spirit. The necessary care of temporal 
ing keeps the soul in close communication with thia 
it innumerable points. The limitation of our direct 
I knowledge to this world, gives great power to the 
operation on us. TTnder such a constitution of our 
:e, this world has "powers" which will and must, to 
lerable extent, assimilate the human spirit ; tiad, to a 
rable extent, they may, rightfully, do so. But to 
:tent P Is not that a most serious question P 
answer would be obtained by means of one or two 
)lain questions, which a man sho\Ud ask himself. 
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For example; — " Do this world's influences act upon me, go, 
that I habitually aad practically forget the other world ? to, 
that I am reluctant even to think of the world to come as a 
personal concern? so, that I feel that my sojourn here is 
really not auawering the purpose of a preparation for that 
world to come P so, that I am sensible, on reflection, that I 
am actually in a wrong state of mind for entering that 
world F so, that I have not a decided, habitual, strong 
affection for the objects there ? so, that it is a gloomy 
thought, that I am constantly approaching that world ? so, 
that it would be alamning and terrible to receive a warning 
that I should very soon be there i" Let conscience 
answer such plain questions of trial. 

If these questions cannot be answered, in some degree 
satisfactorily, there should be a solemn movement of alarm 
in the soul, to think under what unhappy dominion it is 
held a captive. Like a man who, proceeding toward his 
distant home or country, finds himself, in his journey 
circumvented, and arrested, and detained, by a band ol 
men of malignant aspect, and dark and menacing purpose. 
To think 1 " Here is the brief^ introductory portion of my 
existence, — yonder is its awful immensity ; and I am 
engrossed, absorbed, by the little local concerns of thia 
diminutive tract! Here is the immortal spirit which 
belongs to heaven. I let it give its main best energy of 
study, and care, and affection, and passion, to things which 
will concern me but for a few short years at the most. 
There is ' the world to eome^ actually approaching ; I might 
perceive its signs, — feel its gale, — see its gleams, — hear its 
sounds, — be sensible of the vicinity of its spirits, and, I am 
virtually saying, * Iiet those omens retire ! Keep back, 
thou mighty economy, and leave me nndisturbed here, to 
my little world of trifles!' That 'teorld to come' com- 
prehends the sum, the perfection of everything, the 
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Consider, for example, thej are influeneeB emanating from 
objects and realitiea which preceded the very existence of 
this world, and will remain after it shall be demolished ; 
from God, and Christ, and Angels; from Eternity; from 
everlasting Tmth ; from whatever region ia that of the 
sublimeflt glory in the universe. Tbey are forces of 
operation, from a source whence an awful energy of 
operation is extended to tJte dark world of punithment. Oh, 
how different an agency of power from that which we, liet«, 
may invoke and feel ! 

They are "powers " of influence which all the best beiuge 
conspire to aend. For, even the departed saints are placed, 
as it were, in combination with God, the Mediator, aud the 
Angels, in sending a beneficent influence on us below ; — by 
their memory, — by their example, — by their being displayed 
to our faith as in a blissful state above, — and, (we may 
believe,) by their kind regard and wishes for those below. 
And good and wise men have thought it not irrational to 
suppose that they may, aometimea, even be employed in 
real actual ministries here on earth. These "powers" of 
the other world we are regarding chiefly under the 
character of influences, proceeding at the will of God, and 
conceived as exclusive of personal agency. But, far oftener 
than we suspect, there may be the intervention, though 
invisible, of such an agency. 

All these "powers," these forces of influence, are sent, 
through the medium, and in virtue of the work, of the 
Mediator ; and bear in them a peenliar character, derived 
from Him. These "powers" from the other world, are of 
such quality and force, that they can direct and compel, and 
combine, " all things to toorkjbr good." They are "powers" 
which attract toward where they come from; which dis- 
cipline, and refine, imd preptu%, the soul, for its grand 
future destiny, and to which it may surrender itself without 
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!y are " pow^rt" which the spirit will exult in 
■e, the more Aillj it is surreDdered to them. 
wert " from a world where our own great final 

and operating, by means of faith, &om a 
3h the realities will, at length, be the objects 
bey are "powers" which may be implored 
nay be obtained, to a very great degree of 

no neplvt ultra. No one haa so much grace, 
I strength, or victory orer sin, and Satan, and 
he has no right to deaire and petition more. 
laintaining the opposition to the pemieious 

world, with such easy and complete success, 

not, every day, need more of the energy 
' the world to come." 

low fast we are all advancing to go into 
And who would not wish to enter it, with 
ost advants^ of having proceeded thither 
luence of its "power*?" Who would not 
e in the unveiled presence of the mighty 
the delightM sense that their influence had 
-in preparing bis spirit as it were to rush 
ito the midst of their glor^? 

1,1825. 
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" Jjid he tpake a parable unfo them, to this end, fiat men 
ought alwayi to pray, arid not tofavni," 

This parable is indeed a. very remarkable one, both for the 
coadeBCeneioa irhich it BhowB in the adoption of such aa 
illustration, and in the force of the inference. It supposes 
the caae of a bad man in power, importuned bj a widow to 
right her wrongs. He is averse to itj he cares nothing 
about her diatresses, nor about justice, nor God. And yet 
even he, thua regardless of right and of his duty as a judge, 
and without the slightest compassion for her necessities and 
Borrows, — even such a one may be induced by persevering 
entreaty to do hor right, for the mere sake of his own con- 
venience. 

Think of such a character being put in parallel to 6od ! ' 
Then, the inference, A fortiori, — if with snch a one impor- 
tunity may at last prevail, " thall not God avenge his own 
electa" And this is but one of numberless passages, 
inciting men to pray, and to continue to do so, and ensuring 
the ultimate success. 

The exercise of Prayer is set forth, throughout the whole 
of Sevelation, aa essential to religion. It is represented as 
the indispensable act and evidence of acknowledgment and 
worship of the Almighty. The precepts relating to it, are 
express, and, by implication, innumerable. The special 
forms and terms of it, aa uttered by devout men, are in 
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netj aad multitude. The promises made to it form 
n body of all the promisea in the Bible. The 
i of good connected with it, and obtained by it, 
cb portion of the Sacred History. Aud then, all 
men, from the beginning of time to this hour, hare 
1 it ; not one of them now in a better world but did. 
r spot where there has ever been a good man, there 
1 prayer, God has heard, from earth, from every 
; ever loved, feared, and served him. The practice 
id out with true religion to the very utmost line and 
which that religion has reached. With all good 
lias been the primary expedient in seeking to be 
It haa been the grand resource in seeking tsTith — 
nning duty — in resisting temptation — in bearing 
— and in preparing to meet death, 
a delightful, and solemn, and, by its numbers, mag- 
vision .back in thought, is that of all who ever 
labitually, on earth ! And the pre-eminent dweller 
L, the Messiah himself, was an example of this 

then, if there be men, professing to believe in 
religion, who yet allege that they are obstructed 
deld from prayer by a philosophical difficulty attend- 
ubject, we must avow that we can feel no respect 
feelings. It is the genuine spirit of religion that 
t; if they bad that, all these speculative perplexities 
; overborne and swept away. We need not be 
a moment on this speculative point. Two plain 
ons may snffice, One is, that, though Glod haa 
predetermined what he will do, and his purpose 
e changed, yet, in many instances, he has predeter- 
to be done, « mi answer to prayer, and not other- 
separately from it ; so that, not to petition for the 
good, involves a certainty of not obtaining it, and 
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vice versd. Tbe other obeeFvatioa ie — that, (the BbBolateness 
of the divine predeterminatioDS being fully admitted) it ia 
still perfectly natural, rational, and proper, that hia creatures 
ehotild dcBire good from him ; and it would be a wrong and 
an absurd state of mind if they did not. But then, prayer 
is rational and proper, — for it is simply the eipreaeion of 
such desire, directed to him. 

A great rational act and duty, tben, is prayer. But, 
reflect what it is to do ! Think of Him who is the Infinite 
of every perfection! Descend to the less sublime contem- 
plation of Him, afi having created, and as maintaining an 
absolute dominion over the almost unlimited vastness of the 
Universe. Prayer ia to accost such s Being; directly, 
pointedly, and, so to speak, personally. "We can go from 
speaking to fellow mortals, to speak to Him, — to call His 
attention to us individually ; to request him to hear what 
we say ; to offer from our littlo and guilty spirits thoughts 
to be admitted into his. Think what a marvellous thing it 
is to do this l^-and that this may be done ! And what a 
glorious privilege it would appear, if we had a thousandth 
part of the right apprehension! Think, then, in what 
manner we too often perform thit great act of the toul f 

* Mr. Coleridge, iriUiia two yeam of hia death, Teiy Bolemnly declared 
to me his cooriction on the same subject (Prayer). I wu sitting by bis 
bednde one afternoon, and he fell, an unuaual thing fur him, into ai long 
account of man]' passages of his past life, lamenting some things, con- 
demning othem, but complaining withal, though Terr gently, of the way in 
whiich many of hin moet Innocent nets had been cruelly misrepresented- 
" Sut 1 hare no difficulty," said he, "ill fbrgiienesa; indeed 1 know nol 
how to say with sincerity the clause in the Lord's Prayer which asks 
ftn^Tenesa ru ug fargivt. I feel nothing answering to it in my heart. 
Neither do I find or reckon, the moat aolemn feith in God as a real object, 
the most arduous act of the renwg and the will. O no, my dear, it is fo 
prnp, (0 pray as God would bare us; tbis is what at times makea me tun 
cold to my sonl. Belie«e me, to pray with all your heart and strength 
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eem it not worth performing, — and who seom those 
Idict themselres in earnest to such an employment! 
^his infinitely glorious and awful Being, we may &eely 
ent all our interesta, all our wants, great and small, 
it reaerve, and with prolonged repetition, and with a 

exemption &om the various restraining, repressive, 
[ibarrasaing feelings which interfere when disclosures 
jhed to be made to fellow mortals. In this happy 
m even the smallest of our concerns may be repre- 

and pleaded ; but at the same time, the consciousness 
]g in such a presence must needs contribute to our 
g the main emphasis on the greatest. And, if we have 
ght, habitual sense of their greatness and urgency, 
re not continue Mid persevere in suppUeation, — when 
E make it to such a Being p 
mcourage and enforce this perseverance ia indeed the 

purpose of the Parable — " tiat men ought alwayt to 
nd not to faint." It implies that the petitioners to 
lay not obtain an immediate, or very speedy, evidence 
leir prayers are effectual. And under the delay, the 
ess of their nature may tend to despondency, — and 
rmption of it may tend to murmuring impatience — 
patience even partaking of resentment. 
, let it be solemnly impressed on the mind — " Shall 
Lent, sinfiit, unthankful creatures presume to prescribe 

Almighty?" Let them reflect wliat a value their 
B setting on their petitions, — that more of them ought 

reason aod the will, to believe vivldlj that God will listen to ;oui 
rough Christ, and verilj do the thing he pleaseth rJiereupon — thia 
!t, the greatest nchievcmeDt of Ihe Christian's warfare upon enith. 
I to pray, Lord 1" And then he biuHt into a flood of tears, and 
me to praj for him. what s sight was there 1 — Colebiikib's 
lile, edited by U. N. Coleridge, Esq., 2od ed., p. 66. 
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not to be required to go to the desired effect ! And what 
an impious importance they may be setting on what they 
suiFer through the delay ! Let it be considered, that the 
deUy may be intended far the very important and necessary 
object of impressiiig a more full and, humbling conviction 
of their own helplessness. In the interval the mind tries, 
and tries again, its own strength. Let it be considered, 
that if there be a genuine spiritual senae of want, the delay 
augments the apprehension of the importance of the ohjectB 
desired. Beflect, how feebly this importance is felt, even 
in Prayer. And when the desired good is granted to this 
stronger sense of its value, the receiver ia grateful for the 
preceding discipline which did thus contribute to heighten 
his estimate of it ; he says, " I am now thaukfiil that I did 
not sooner obtain it." 

Consider, how many things divine wisdom may see neces- 
sary to be done, in a man's mind and his circumstances, 
before a certain gift is granted, and before it is fit to be 
granted. There even may be some little-suspected sinful 
principle requisite to be brought to light to the petitioner's 
conscience, and mortified. It is always certain that Q-od's 
beet gifts will be so given as to magnify his mercy and 
abase the receiver in his own sight. If all this he reflected 
on, the petitioner, under any delay, may well believe that 
Gk)d has a good reason for it. 

Consider, again, the different classea of the good things 
that men have to pray for. There are many things which 
men are permitted to ask of God, hut under an acknow- 
ledged uncertainty whether they will be given. The 
promises reapecting them are not absolute. They are not 
indispensable to our supreme interest. We may not have 
them, and yet enjoy the divine favour and be happy for 
ever. Of this class we may mention health, — the prolonged 
life of friends — the indulgence of Providence upon worldly 
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pursuita. Things of thia clasB ore to be prayed for with an 
ezpreBs submiasion not to reccave them. And to fail of 
obtaining them, even after many prayers, will be a cauae for 
the exercise, of devout resignation. 

But, in praying for bleBBinga of the nobler order, there is 
no requiremwit of submiBsion in the same sense. The 
petitioner is required never to submit, in the sense of yield- 
ing not to receive the good. To the last breath he is atiU to 
persist. Tlie Promises are absolute m to ultimate success, 
to the man who in earnest aecks, and perseveres to seek, the 
divine favour — acceptance in Jesus Christ — the sanctifi- 
cation of hia soul — eternal salvation. Therefore men are to 
"praff alva^s and not faint" 

But here also, God maintains a sovereign discretion, aa 
to the manner, circumstancea, degrees, and times of hie 
favourable manifestation. He appoints as he will, the 
whole process of diseipliue through which his praying ser- 
vant shall be conducted to the final attainment. And there 
may be very protracted and painful delay, in granting the 
tokens of prayer answered — such as, a decided conacious- 
nesB of ui effectual operation on the mind, — a firm trust 
for pardon through Jesua Christ, — the subduing of intenial 
evil, — a prevailing hope of eternal happinesBj^^ir victory 
over the fear of death. 

But still men are to '^ pray altnags." What else can the 
suppliant do ? where else can he go P Thia he must do, 
and persevere to do, unless he can be willing hi resign all 
for lost. Let him aarvey the immense accumulation of the 
Divine Promises ; let him contemplate the all-sufficiency of 
the mediation of Christ ; let him recall to his meditation the 
many examples of a happy aucceaa. Finally, let us " h^ 
jblloKers of them wh) now, through faith and patience, inherit 
the Promisee." 

Feb. 20, 1825, 
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THE LOTE or MOITST. 

1 Timothy vi. 10. 

" The lave of mtmey it the root of all evU." 

The analogy between the evil things in the n&tural and m 
the moral world has Bome exceptions. One ia auggest«d by 
our text. A mischievous vegetable root (say, of a worthless 
weed, or of an ofiensive or poisonous production) springs 
ap into only one kind of evil. But here, in the moral soil, 
we have one thing named as the root of all evil. In the 
principles of moral evil there is a dreadful provision for 
BUpemumerary miBchief. 

It is not, however, meant that literally all the evils there 
are spring trom the love of money, — but that it is the cause 
of many and various ones. N'ow enrely, a vicious principle 
which produces so mang had effects should be exposed, and 
forcibly protested against. And that not seldom, — if wo 
consider that a thing which has a variety and multitude of 
bad effects vi always tBorUng lovie of them; it baa not a 
single and temporary operation. 

Row comes it, then, to be bo unusual, in the dlscoursea 
jf our Christian teachers, to fix upon this vice, with ad^ 
quate terras of reprobation P Is it, that they are afraid lest 
they should give offence and provoke anger?-— Por, truly, 
covetouBnesa, though its most obvious character bo that of a 
cold and hard disposition, is yet a very irritable and resent* 
ful one. Or, is it, because there is a difficulty in statinfE. 
discritninatively, what " love of money" (in kind or degree) 
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^ousness ; bo that tbia dispoeition 
plainly to the test ? 
s omission to a notion that it is 
pose and censure an eril which 
seized every ocoaaion to condemn 
)st emphatic lan^age. 
it the ChriBtian miniaterB never 
tence of Buch a thing, anywhere 
, or even their ehureheg. No ; 
liog their thoughts in converse 
ends, they are heard alludbg, 
ice, to individual profesaora of 
r own communion, — sometimes 
dignantly. The indignant feel- 
ird expressed in terms to this 
here occurs, in the conduct of 
■ churches, some single circum- 
ropriety, perhaps from the aur- 
r a sudden impulse of temper or 

necessity of taking account of 
t of severe censure--perhapB to 
a our society. But, there is at 
us, and concurring in this very 
I property perhaps, who is evi- 
actuated by a constant intense 
otOTi by his neighbours and ac- 
simonioiis and avaricious. And 
we, as a reUgious society, have 
) frofeues himself a disciple of 
rational and apparently sincere 
>ught to become such. In his 

to the evangeKc standard. He 
ill our religious services, public 
, decorous, and correct in tbo 
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tenor of his condact ; no Bcandala, no Myolitiea, &nd no 
transgreaBiona of the bare rules of legal justice in his deal 
ingB. But then, there is this one habitual, pervading Yice, 
of covetousuess. Does not this constitute a much greater 
amount of what m contrarj to Christianitj than many an 
act of misconduct for iwhich we would exclude a peraon 
from our communion P But we do not know how to take 
formal cognizance of it, or to ehape the cbarge against him. 
And so, between this difficulty, and the judgment of charity, 
we are constrained to keep silence, and to treat him as an 
honourable member of our Christian society." 

Cases more or less answering to this description are far 
enough from being uncommon in the eiperience of churches 
and their ministers. But whatever difficulty they may 
involve, let not, at any rate, the teachers of religion be de- 
terred, in their public ministrations, from declaring against 
this vice, most eiplicitly, and not unfrequently. Let them 
not be afraid to read for their test, " Covetotunetx, whieh it 
idolatry;" or this good teit of ours, " The love of mcmetf it 
the root of all eoil." 

Tho plainest mode of illustration would be, after de- 
scribing the passion itself, to represent, specifically, several 
of the " evils" in which it shows its character and opera- 
tion. Tte passion (" (Ac love of money") exists under 
various modifications. In some few of its subjects, it ap- 
pears to be pure, unmiied, exclusive; terminates and ia 
concentrated upon just the money ittelf, — (that ig, the 
property) the delight of being the owner of so much. " It 
is mine! so much!" It is the fervent desire of being able 
to say, " So much more I am worth !" The whole soul is 
absorbed in this one sentiment. This is plain, genuine 
idolatry. 

But, in much the greater number of instances, the passion 

involves a regard to soma relative objects. In some it is 

M 2 
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anity ; a, stimuLitmg desire of the repui* 
h ; to be talked of, admired, envied. "We 
of such a thing as a, desire of the ikme of 

est laugh of hell— the pride of dying rich." 

3 very much a reference to that authority 
g influence, in society, which property 
is amhition, rather than avarice. 
aasion has its incitement in an exorbitant 
smpetence. So much, and so much, they 
luch more they maif want, for themBelvea 
ants. So much more they should like to 
'igion gainst contingencies. They have, 
I preference of a mode of living ; they do 
lall ever be disposed materially to change 
I the means for doing so may be in posses- 
ceer should. 

rieioua from a direct dread of poeertg. 
lusauds, they are haunted by the idea of 

Some miserable mortals surrounded with 
e have been dogged and harassed by this, 
"WTien it has been a toU but to keep 
eir revenues, they have pinched themselves 
dants in the plainest necessaries of life, 
m lest they should one day come to beg- 
m ; — This is the insane eicess, — of rare 

there are many men in whom an avaricious 
ited, and in their own view justified, by 
danger of being reduced to indigence. 

danger, from being undefined, can alieays 
n, and force its way, into his thoughts, 
ihis spirit, possessing and actuating such a 
Uow mortals, bears an ill and very foolish 



Dig t,z^=;,. Google 



THE LOVE OF MONET. 165 

aapeot. Let us now specify ft few of its evil effects, with 
a note of ajimooition ou each of them. 

One obviouH effect is, — that it t«ada to arrogate, and 
narrow, and impel the whole action and passion of the soul 
toward one eiclusive object, and that an ignoble one. 
Almost every thought that starts, is to go that way. If the 
man's mind were to fall into a mere vague musing of fancy, 
— he would very aoon find it got there again ; an unnoticed 
but constant current has carried him thif.her. If he has 
occasion, and strong occasion, to think of a quite different 
subject awhOe, — the thought instinctively and dexterously 
takes a turn that way. When he rises in a morning, — 
when he looks at the materials of his buainesa — ^when he 
takes a walk — when he fails into conversation — still thither 
goes his mind. Silver and' gold have a magnetic power 
over his whole being. The natural magnet ieleci* its sub- 
ject of attraction, arid will draw only that; but ^At* 
magnetism draws all that is in the little world of the man's 
being. Or it is an effect like that of a strong, steady wind ; 
every thing that ia stirred and moveable, that roUs on the 
ground, or floats on water or air, is driven ia that one 
direction. If it were a nobl« principle,— if it were religion, 
that everted over him this monopolizing and all-imp ell iiig 
power, what a glorious condition ! but just aa inglorious 
and degraded, when the commanding principle is, — the love 
of pelf ! — Wliat a humiliated being, — for a spiritual, rational, 
and immortal one, — you behold, when you are observing a 
man whose whole inquiaitiveness, and bis emotions, of hope, 
fear, pleasure, and grief, are meehanically borne toward 
devices, opportunities, and successes, or failures, in the 
prosecution of this one object. 

The brief admonition upon this is, that if a man feel 
this to be mainly the state of bis mind, it is a proof and 
warning to him that he is wrong. 
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bat this paasioQ, when thus predominaiit, 
iracter into the estimate of all things, 
estimated according to a standard of 
d in reference to gain. Thu8 anotiter 
maj have, and, perhaps the chief one, 
in, and lost. They may be things highly 
tual interest, — to enlarge knowledge, — 
■ed taste. Or things of importance for 
improvement of mankind ; or connected 
and advancement of reliffion. (Thus the 
1 lately taxed with building places for the 
a pure speculation for making money.) 
lovetous man all things stand divested of 
::ter and colour, and he sees nothing in 
ivailable to 'hit purpose — of gain ; he has 
dl other purBiiits. 

iion places a man' in a very gelflth rela- 
around him. He looks at them very 
1 of a slave-merckant. He cannot sell 
mt question in his mind is, " What, and 
' them p — This one and that, has been 
me ; what can I make of the third ? — 
y them, any of them or all, is all I care 
nk of the JHendsMpt of such a man, — 
s in co-operation ! 

iple has the full ascendency, it creates 
f character. The man lives, as to the 
I the region of perpetual ice. He is 
;he touches aud emotions of sympathy ; 
' out in any generous eipansion of the 
when he appears cheerful and social, 
a feel a chilling atmosphere round him. 
Bees or hears of, especially when from 
lence on him, — except to shut him up 
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the more firmly in hia well-guarded BelfialiDesB. Covetous- 
nesa can supplant eTen what may be called the natural 
sentiments of humnuity. Thua, many a one has calculated 
coolly, — or rather with the warmth of deaire, on the death 
of friends or near relatives, in conaideration of what would 
be gained in conaequence ! And thia auggests, that hy- 
pocmy is a vice incident to this character. For often a 
»eeming of kindnesa, fair pretencea, professions of regard, 
&c. — are practised to the living, and a temporary appearance 
of sorrow assumed over the dead. 

AH this may he, thort of acta of injuftiee, in the ordinary 
sense of that word. Such a man may have a cotucienee not 
to violate the palpable, technical limits of right and wrong. 
Indeed, he may be a telf-righteout man all the while, and 
reat hia merit, hia moral excellence, on this very ground ; 
that he has maintained a strict integrity; that he has 
toronged no one — has met all just claims. At the aame 
time, you will find him alwaya going aa near at poanble to 
the extreme line of limitation. 

And here observe again, — that the diaposition in question 
operates, with a slow but continual efiect, to pervert the 
judgment and conseience. It is constantly pressing the 
line that divides right from wrong ; it removes it, bends it 
away, by slight degress. The distinction becomes leas poai- 
tive to the judgment. Self-intereated casuistry is put in 
operation. Unsound pleas, and reasons, and excuses, are 
called in. There is a constant tendency to equivocate with 
eontdenee ; and thia often enda in at once satiafying it and 
defrauding it. Let every man who feels the working of 
this passion, and is not willing it should beguile liim, bring 
himself under a rigorous examination, before God, on thia 
ground. 

We need not, before a Christian assembly, do more than 
just advert to the enOrmoua account of absolute andjlagremt 



Dig t,z^=;,. Google 



Dig t,z^=;,. Google 



Strang and extreme form ; and a man may easily say, and 
perhaps truly, " the love of money carries me no such lengths 
as ihut." But be it remembered, tbat a decree of eril w the 
evil i» that degree, and always tending to more. Let a man 
who is sensible of the " love of money" examine wkether the 
feeling files very much on the tMng itself (the property, the 
gain) withoiit a conacientioua respect to its proper uset ; — 
whether, the more he ktu gained, the more he has felt dis- 
posed to consult bia conscience about its proper use; 
— whether it is growing in its power over his mind ; 
whether unsuccessfuluess in the pursuit of gain, (or the loss 
of it,) has been felt by him, or not, a grieTance more dia- 
treasiBg than a conscious want of prosperitj in his spiritual 
intereat-s ; — whether, if successful, he has been willing to 
take tbat sa a kind of consolation, and compensation, for a 
conscious deficiency of religious welfare ; — whether his " love 
of money" be but such, strictly no more than such, as leaves 
a very clear distinction between the professed Christian and 
the mere man of the world ;— whether it be reaily such as 
does not interfere with the grand duty of mainly " setting 
the affection* on things above, and not on things on the earth .-" 
whether it comport with a habitual solemn consideration o^ 
the account of the stewardship to be given to the Great 
Master; — and finally, whether it consist with a constant 
reference to the prospect of leaving the wodd behind, and 
with an earnest preparation to leave it. 
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LECTUBE LIL 

eOD HO BE8PECTES OS PEXSOHB. 



" God ia no retpeeter of pertoat." 

THOUflH this ma;^ be ui unwelcome declaration as regarding 
a minor division of mankind, it must be accounted a favoujv 
able one ae affecting the vaatly greater proportion of them j 
since it affirms, that those who have not anj conspicuous 
pretensioDS to make, (and that is the far greater number), 
do not stand before Him on any ground of comparative dis- 
advantage. 

Here, in this point of re»peet qf periont, we have one of 
the many strong contrasts between dad and men. And 
perhaps the moat simple and useful nay of employing our 
thoughts a little while on the subject set forth in the text, 
would bo to name a few of those well-known things which 
draw respect to men's peraons, and observe how differently 
they are accounted of by Qod, — and by man. 

In comparing man and God, as to that which they both 
do, that m, etHmatinff pertont, — we may notice, in the outset, 
a grand difference, antecedent to that suggested by the text, 
that is, — Man's estimate ia of veiy limited compass, as to 
the number of persona taken account of — God's is univerBsl. 
Men, any particular men, can take account of but very few 
persons, for either respect or contempt. Ourselves, for 
instance, on how few of mankind can we exercise any judg- 
ment whatever, to estimate their claims to respoct, or any- 
thing about them. Look at the multitude of the inhabituits 
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of a great city, or of any province of a country, — wliat a 
great majority of them we can have no individual estimate 
of at all ! And then think of a nation, — and the whole 
world. There are, indeed, a few distinguished persons in 
each part of a country, whom moat ol' the inhabitanta know 
something about, — a few that a whole nation knows by 
repute ; several, who hare a character in the estimate of a 
great part of the ciyihzed world, — bat what a diminutive 
number do these make ! Excepting all but a comparative 
few, each person has an extremely limited sphere in which 
to he respected, or the contrary, by his fellow mortals. 

Bat God, one all-knowing Judge, has his estimate of ev^ry 
person of the entire race. 

But to the immediate subject: the respect of persons, bo 
prevalent among men, can have no place with God, because 
to him the whole world of mere exteriors is as nothing. 
Man is the dupe and idolater of thera, all over the world, 
Nothing so mean or bad, but, if a fine appearance can be 
thrown over it, it becomes as a god to him ; his soul seems 
to live chiefly in his senses. It is amazing to think of how 
little account with men is the pure reality of things. And 
then think how all the dazzling, delusive externals vanish in 
the sight of Gk>d. He beholds and estimates men in their 
intrinsic qualities. What an infinity of superficial, extr^ 
neons shows j)iw< qff^tixaa them under that inspection, — that is 
foreign to the man— and again that ! What a different thing 
must man appear, when all these are fled I And if men 
could be presented ihw to one another, what would become 
of most of the human gods of human idolatry P It is true, 
that men are not to be reproached for not baoiBhing entirely 
all these superfici^ appearances, for not look on men with a 
solar radiance which would penetrate and disperse every 
fallacy that invests them. The feebleness of our vision 
cannot do this entirely. But it is true, also, that we are 
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1 impooed on by the delusive show of the 

respectere of persons from a principle of 
' &re looking op to ccrtun nien, and 
it^ea they can confer ; — what profit, — 

honour, or, sometimes, vhat evil they 
iflict. This, uo doubt, produces a greac 
-of feigned respect. But also, it does 
I persons in their esteem. There are 
ciog to certain individuals with homage, 
; grand rulers and disposers of their 
saying, " In his favoiir b my life." It 
jhow how the Divine Being can be under 

bis estimates. 

ig of persons, some are foolish enough 
ers do, without well knowing any other 
number of persons collected at a real 
:le will quickly draw a multitude. So, 
ime, by any means, to be accounted of 
artiou of society, and it is curious to 
Bssion there shall soon be, of respectful 
ipeeehee, manners of deference. Each 
he were the wiser Eind safer for thinking 
le took the strength of the collective 



on in the universe to regard, respecting 
>, but his own. What is it to Him that 

creature after another adds its slender 
in of the judgment of a crowd. In eveiy 
y superior to the influence of all the 

are made to be " regpectert ofperiotu." 
is divine superiority, in reference to 
bings which command men's highest 
pie, we all see how men are affc-cted 
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toward persoDs of great wealth. This perhaps is the most 
obvious of all the exemplifications of this humim foUy, 
The impresaiou 'made bj this wealth, when displayed or 
acknowledged, is instantaneous, and it is almost universal. 
What deference, what regulated and subdued demeanour— 
what attention to what ia said — what prompt compliance 1 
Suppose a mac, in the first instance, not known to be rich, 
and the impreseion he makes shall be simply that of hia 
apparent personal c[ualitiea, — his dispositions, his sense, (lis 
manners. And suppose it then to become suddenly known 
that he is very rich, — what a difference ! The movements 
of such persona are observed and reported, as matters of 
importance. Some good that they do, perhaps in no pro- 
portion to their superior means, shall be prockimed and 
lauded. Their opinions shall be cited as of weight, when it 
is, evidently, no superiority of reason or knowledge that 
makes them so. A very considerable degree of misconduct, 
or vice, doea not put them down in society. Their acquaint- 
and company shall be held reputable, and courted, when the 
same iU character in men of no wealth would make them 
shunned. They can at once defy opinion, and be sure of 
obeequiousness. 

What a state of human sentimenta ia this, in the sight of 
God ! He "it no rejecter of peraons." He regarda them 
as of the common material of humanity ; does not mistakr 
their wealth for a part of them ; does not concentrate the 
cares of hia Providence peculiarly on them, — not less 
requires a sense of entire dependence ; — does not, if they 
pray, give a precedence to their applications; — does not 
hold them lesa guilty in their aina ; — does not give them 
sounder or more lasting bodies, or an exemption from the 
worst evils of the mortal state; — doea not adopt an instant 
change of sentiment respecting them, if they fall from 
affluence to poverty ; — docs ^ot ensure them that in the 
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' shall be glad they haie been rich in 

e from this, another thing which draws 
peraons, is, high station in nhat is called 
xev. High descent is one considerable 
de of superiority, the inherited quality of 
the Qreat;" and there is dignity of office; 
its most direct forms, and widest reach. 
"respect fir persons" there is on this 
ner times the case has heen, (and in many 
Id it is 80 still,) that the multitude have 
199 of persona as actually being of some 
ler oraer of human nature ; and, indeed, in 
laces, they have asBumed to he really and 
9till there ia quite enough "respcat" to 
ost pride, — pompous titles of honour, aa if 
ct that they are plainly no more than mere 
irade of state and ceremony, — a whole 
with every gaudy appendage to confound 
a'a perceptions and feelings into homage. 
: demanded, is paid. Some one of these 
rded as if he included as much aa the 
of hundreds or thousands of common 
art worth ten thousand of us." The 
ed for them, in society, wherever they 
science of their very dependants and 
;ntly submitted to; — their mere will, or 
idered as authority, without requiring a 
nisfortunes are themes for romance nnd 
jrahip of God, itself, is deemed to he vastly 
sy deign to pay it some formalities of 
leadmg performer in such worship feeling 
for them than for its Object, and regarding 
'eaent aa of more importance than all the 
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assemblj together besides. If thef be of the moat 
aotoriouB and iaveterate profligacy, any trifling eqiuvocol 
circiimBtance that looks like an ackaowledgment of religion, 
is magnified into an auspicious phenomenon, — an indu- 
bitable sjBiptoni of some great and happy change. Every 
conceivable palliation is adduced, by force, in their behalf, 
to extenuate the groaaneiiB of sin. Men that maintain a 
better character themselves, are gratified, aa being highly 
honoured, by the favourable attentiona of the vicious Great. 
In extreme cases, (bat indeed such have often occurred,) 
the public good ia yielded up a aacrifiee to the pride and 
other bad pasaiona of the persona predominant in power. 
There are pompous fimeral celebrations of the virtuea of 
the worat and meanest persona when departed. 

So much for men's "respect;" now turn the thought to 
God. At that thought, how base and contemptible appear 
all this perversion and extravagance of human feeling I 
Think! if He had any partiality like this, what would 
become of his juat government and judgment of the world ? 
What would then have been hia dispensations in Egypt, in 
Babylon, in Judea ? What would then be the condition of 
the oppreaaed, when they cry and appeal to him P of the 
humble, the poor, the despised, when they have recourse to 
him, aa being their best or only friend? What hope 
would thwe be, that when " turn or three " inferior mortis 
are met in Hia name, he should be " there in tie midst of 
them?" Me looks on all these diatinctions, pretensions 
and aplendours, ae the mere transitory accidents of the 
mortal condition. He coiumissiona no augmented guard of 
angela in honour of them. He requires the same leaaons of 
humiliation, self-abaaement, and repentance, to be learned 
by all these loftier persona, as by the meanest, — or they 
reject them at their periL And his great messenger, 
Death, makes, aa it were, melancholy aport of all these 
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inr. To seel bow he rends them o^ and 
a the ground. 

« chief impoaiDg object: in men's respect of 
t mental eudon-ment. And this w different 
9, in being a more intrinsic quality of its 
id from that cauae, and from its being of a 
ioua to vulgar and general apprehension, it 
I so many idolaters. It would in most cases 
for gaining this homage, in comparison and 
h opulence and splendid condition. Never- 

always been an object of perverted and 
ard. Every epithet appropriate to Divinity 
id. There are, at this hour, many enthu- 
of human talent, who are deapisera of God ! 
ed with the utmost applause in ita efforts of 
J and religion. Many a work of genius haa 
ted of, as if the Bible were only fit to be 
se to the author. The most &uta8tic 
nious men have been zealously adopted as 
on truth. <3reat ability has been honoured 

the distinctions between good and evil ; — 
zquisite delight in sporting with all that is 
IS. In behalf of profligate men of great 
I been and is, a disposition to suspend or 
ost easentiaL laws of morality. (Byron.) 
I "retpect of pertoru" can be more absurd 
ui all thia. And short of such an extreme, 
ive. There are persons who have no relish, 
ranee, for truth, the moat important, the 
ceming them, but as displayed in the atyle 
[uence ; — they turn with contempt from the 
t aud serious instructions, given in a plain- 
ion and language; aa if the grave miatter 
id the individual mann^, the decorations. 
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were all. There are some who, habitually, as a Bottled 
principle, indiilge contempt for all who are not dlBtin- 
guiahed by mental Buperiority, of whatever eicelleuoe 
OtherwiBe. And, rery generally, thiB kind of respect of 
persona goee the length of cauaing that the Supreme 
Intelligence is far too little regarded. "We look to human 
epiritB ae the oracles, the InmmarieB of our world, and little 
revere, and little implote the communictU;ion3 from, " tie 
Father of UgltU." 

But think of Him ! Wliat is all this in hia Bight F The 
Being whose intellect pervades all things,— who has infinite 
intuition. One has often had the idea, what is the greatest 
human intellect, compared with what we may justly con- 
ceive of the least angelio apirit? What may even that 
spirit be, compared to the most elevated creative mind p 
"What is (Aa(,— what are all minds together, as compared, if 
there might be a compariaon, with the awful Original? 
WeU may he he "«o respecter of peraont!" In this view, 
how little difference between the least and the greatest 
mind on earth ! And justly may he suffer those who respect 
htunan inteUect more than him, to fall into all the errors 
and delusions, into which perverted and worshipped human 
intellect has seduced men. 

Snch is the manner in which man, and in which Ood, 
regards the proud distinctions of humanity. And if God 
did not, in this, differ from man, what would be the con- 
seijuence? "VFTiile such have been the great objects of 
homage, it would be striking to consider what things in 
man, have obtained no Buch universal respect or admiration, 
— elevated piety, eitreme conacientiouHnesa, plain, diligent 
usefulness, self-denial, and indifference to this world for the 
sake of another. But such are the things most regarded 
by the Almighty. There is great consolation in such a 
view of the difference of Gbd's account of men from that 
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rtaina. And cogent instmctaon that 
iting thingB and men ebould be coii- 
the Bubject necessarily makes a refei^ 
it Account. Let us look that way, 
selves Mling into the world's manner 
an condition and cliaracter. What a 
rder of estimates then, when He shall 
Ige, who was himself "despited and 
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" They aeked each other of their welfare." 

As the present b a season more remarkftble, perhaps, 
than any in the year, for the meeting ofjriend»i there may 
be a degree of appropriateneaa in a text like thia. It 
mentions part of vbat occurred at the meeting of two aach 
friends as could not meet without being, on both aides, 
the better for it. Happy ! if thia were a description 
generally applicable to the meeting of ^ends. These two 
were, though of very different ages, very old friends, for 
Moses had lived forty years with Jethro in Midian. So 
that they had been combined in all the domestic interests ; 
the welfare of each was a concern in common ; there hod 
been ten thousand acta of mutual kindnesa and respect. 

To have had a man like Moses so long an associate and 
inmate must have been a privilege of the highest order, — 
" all the mtdom of the Eg^ticmi" combined with a larger. 
■ measure of divine wisdom than was poasessed by any other 
man on earth, — and all thia so^ued and dignified, by the 
mild virtues, and a devotionat spirit. For such a man to 
go away, must have been an incalculable loss ; and a loss 
which so long a residence with his Mends would have 
precluded all apprehension o£ But, he had a higher 
destiny, and was summoned away. It was not ambition, 
that prompted him to go. It may be presumed that his. 
Mend would understand the nature of that mandate whJck 
■a 2 
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compelled him to depart. !No information is given to 
assist conjecture what degree of knowledge of the true God 
might be possesaed in this family of Midian. It might 
have beeu extremely imperfect, and mixed and coufoimded 
with heathen auperatition, before Moaea came there. But 
it is quite imposeihle to beheve, that he should not have 
faithfully, earnestly, and habitually, endeavoured to impart 
and inculcate hit knowled^ of that essential subject ; — 
impossible, too, that he could have so long remained happy 
among them, and have been so reluctant to leave them, if 
they had been idolaters. And, at this interview, Jethro 
makes the most explicit and animated avowal of his faith in 
the Gk)d of Israel. 

When this inestimable fidend and sojourner went away, 
a profoundly affectionate regard would follow him, accom- 
panied by an imceasing inquiaitiveness respecting the 
progress of hia enterpriae ; a coiyectural iuquisitiTeneas, for 
probably there were little means of knowing. But, all con- 
jecture would fall immensely short of what be was to become, 
and to accomplish, in the land of Egypt. !Na human imagi- 
nation, the most elated, the most enthusiastic, could hare 
divined that the gentle domestic associate, the contented 
keeper of the flocks, the contemplative solitary of the desert, 
was soon to rise up, a majestic and portentous representa- 
tive and agent of the Almighty ; — to confound all human 
wisdom, and baffle all the diabolic power, in the land of 
Egypt ; — to dictate to a proud monarch ; — to give the signal 
for the most astonishing and tremendous judgments ; — and, 
at lei^h, to lead out a great people, triumphantly delivered, 
and to be miraculously sustmned in that very desert on the 
border of which he had tended the flocks of Jethro. 

But, may we not presume, that if, amidst these magnifi- 
cent transactions, there was any room for remembrance in 
the mind of Moses, Jethro would not be forgotten ? There 
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might be momeatB in which hie thoughta would glaoce back 
to the peaceful scene, and he might even imagine his ex- 
cellent fiiend supplicating the Almighty to protect him. 
At length Jethro heaird that the grand enterprise was accom- 
plished, and that Moaea was in the wildemeas at the head 
of an innumerable host. He made a journey to see him, 
taking with him the family of Moses. The account of the 
greetings and discourse is a delightful picture of primitive 
Mendship between wise and pious men. We might par- 
ticularly observe upon it, that the highest order of excellence 
inapirea confidence. Jethro was now almost at an immea- 
surable distance below Moses ; but it is evident that he 
had not the slightest apprehension of not bemg received 
with the utmost kindness by the man now become so 
elevated and iUustrious. And be felt he could espreas 
himself with the most perfect confidence in pointing out to 
hit" a defect of judgment in the admiftiatration of his high 
office. Nothing more palpably betrays littleness, meanness, 
of soul, than a supercilious looking down on estimable 
friends, of inferior order, after a man haa attained some 
unexpected elevation. 

The account of this meeting may suggest, too, the worthi- 
ness of the social afiections, when accompanied by wisdom 
and piety. Moses spared some portions of time firom his 
high employments to indulge in the kind sentiment and 
intercourse ; and felt it quite in harmony with his most 
solemn duties. The time was occupied in asking and com- 
municating inforroation. Moses related to bis father-in-law 
what he has recorded for us ; but imagine the history given 
by his own voice, and in the evident spirit of humility and 
adoring gratitude to Glodl But, the mind has not power 
to put itself in the condition of imagining, effectually, 
how strange and striking, to have heard the narration, as 
of just recent events, in which the relater was the chief 



Dig t,z^=;,. Google 



182 THE MEETIKS 07 

human agent. Jetliro ezpreased his congratulations in a 
fervent strain of devotion. After a short time, he returned 
to end his life where Providence had cast hia lot, probably 
from its beginning. Both would remember this interview 
with a peculiar and perfect complacency ; they had tasted 
the beat feehngs of friendship, and had contributed to each 
other's instruction and religion. 

Leaving now this iUuetrious example of friendship, we 
may proceed to make a few general observationa. 

One obvious one is, that this world is not a scene adapted 
or intended to afford the pleasure and benefit of friendship 
entire. Jethro was to lose his inestimable friend, after 
long, and what must have been the happiest intimacy ; — 
was to see him once again ; — again to lose him, to see him 
on earth probably no more. What a measure, we may 
almost say, of his vital existence, this was to lose ! Provi- 
dence has, in numerous instances, interposed wide spaces of 
land, or even sea, between persons who might be inestimable 
to one another in near and habitual association. The one 
mind, — and the other, — and the third, and many more, are 
filled with exercises of thought, with emotions, with affec- 
tions, which would glow with social and sympathetic anima- 
tion if they could be one another's companions. But they 
have, each, their own assigned positions to occupy, — their 
own moral tract to cultivate, — their own duties, labours, 
trials — and sometimes little happy in their actud associates : 
they have to fulfil their vocation amidst coldness, perversity, 
or imbecility, thinMng, sometimes, how different the case 
would be if such, and such, were their companions and 
co-operators. 

How many, again, there are, who are total strangers to 
one another, even in name, who would be happUy congenial 
if thev could be brought into communication — but never 
will, in this world. While, perhaps, amidst their uupar- 
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ticipated sentiments and unaided projects or efibrts, for 
improvement, or for the promotions of some good cause, 
they are musing, at interrals, on such imagined beings as 
would be congenial co-Dperatora ; " i/*— such wisdom, such 
courage, such piety, such zeal, such superiority to selfish- 
ness, were with me here!" — and somewhere, they are 
sure, there are such, — but not for them. Many that are 
acquainted, but far asunder, and would be happy to obtain 
even an interview, of any moderate duration, are destined to 
meet no more. Their different paths into another world are 
never even to cross each other again in this; though 
perhaps in youth they had with sanguine confidence formed 
their scheme for inseparable society and co-operation through 
life ; but some unthought-of cause, some sudden emergency, 
some compulsion of temporal circumstances, arose to give 
their schemes and hopes to the wind. There are some who 
would be of great value to one another, if they were placed 
so aa to be within reach of easy and familiar aceess,^ — for 
counsel, for aid, for mutual stimulus, — who can have this 
advantage but occasionally, seldom, and transiently. 

But, it is right, after all, that the case should be thus. 
They see they cannot draw and retain around them whotn- 
aoever they would, as the most desirable co-operators for 
obtaining the good of life, and for averting its evils. They 
cannot collect and keep an assemblage of congenial spirits, 
to constitute, as it were, a bright social fire, ever glowing, 
ever burning, amidst the winter of this world.' They have 
no magical power, to bring to their side whenever they will, 
the clearesl^aighted instructors and counsellors, the most 
disinterested and generous benefactors, or the bravest allies. 
They caimot surround themselves with the selectest portion 
of humanity, so as to keep out of sight and interference the 
general character of human nature. They are left to be 
pressed upon by an intimate perception of what a depraved 
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paasing Bentiment of benevolence) ; but when he came in 
sight of Moses ! "WTien true iiieods meet, it ia the recalling 
t<^ether of bein'ga who have on both sides been, for a while, 
blended and partially lost in the wide stranger commttnity. 
They have many living recollectiona, firmly asaociated with 
each other in the mind ; with many added associations of 
kindness, the cement of the association. There ia the con- 
fidence of a certiun harmony mutually existing within. The 
sense of having a great many kind thoughts and feelings to 
give as it were, all at once, that have been accumulating 
during past time. The sympathy extends to a great many 
things at once, or in quick sncceesion. The images quickly 
rise to view of things that have ^eoted the welfare sepa- 
rately of each, — any important crisis — an affliction — an 
injury suffered — a danger — an escape— a successful enter- 
prise, — an anxious deliberation, the acquisition of some 
valuable good. 

II. InquUitvieneM. "Atked each other." And the mutual 
inquiries respecting "welfare" are made in a spirit very 
different from unmeaning complaiBance. When a friend ia 
fer away, it will aometimea occur to wonder and to imagine 
how he may be situated, how employed. What, at tliis 
time, is the exercise of his mind ? what part is he in of the 
process of an undertaking P what evil dispositions of bis 
fellow mortals ia he conflicting with P what temptations is 
he beset by P When they meet, the inquiry goes back to 
such things. And it is gratifying to give the bistoiy to one 
who is kindly interested by it at every step. Ajid friendship 
will suggest many commenta which would not occur to the 
thoughts of an indifferent person. It may be very advan- 
tageous for the instruction and improvement of the friends 
that they have moved a great de^ apart ; so aa to have had 
a very different experience— different views of the world and 
of Providence. Thus they bring in a much larger store to 
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the combined account, — enlarge one another's knowledge — ■ 
correct and matore one another's judgment, 

III. And this wiD inTolve reflective compariton ; not an 
invidious, but an instructive one. The strangely different 
paths in which Gfod has led ua. What are the peculiar im- 
provements of each ? By what manner «f exercising the 
mind were they made p In what manner hare we, respec- 
tively, improved our advantages ? In what degree have we, 
each, taken (so to eipresa it) a colour from the different 
scenes we have passed? What is there in our different 
attainments by winch we can the most benefit each other P 
Which of us is more fit for one line of usefulness, in the 
service of Glod and men, and which for another P And how 
wise an adjustment has it been that has made ua thus to 
differ! 

IV. Once more, — latitude to Cfod is always, in pious 
minds, a feeling attending these interviews and inquiries. 
So with Moses and Jethro. A wonderful preservation, that 
we are stiU alive I how many dreadiul possibilities of dis- 
aster ! Often a iriend would have been alarmed, if he could, 
at the instant, have been fully aware of the situation of the 
friend at a distance. Perhaps vrithin an inch of destruction; 
perhaps in a storm on the ocean; perhaps the intended 
object of some malignant design ; but always exposed to the 
peril of sin and Satan. Each says, " Heaven be praised that 
you have -come on with safety thus far I" The friends, 
separate and perhaps at great distance, could render no 
material assistance to each other ; each committed, apart, to 
the wide world. But a GJreater Friend than all has in«es- 
ataitlj watched over both. Therefore, one of the truest acts 
of Mendship, when they meet, will be to adore and thank . 
Gktd on each other's account, — to " build aa altar to the 
Lord." lict thie moat essential point never be forgotten. 

We may, to close, add two or three more duties of 
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fiiends wben thev meet ; namelj, faUhfiil admo»itA<m and 
terioui antieipatwn. They must be a most rare and 
Bimgular eiftmple' of friendB, if nothing should be mutually 
eeen for at^onition. Very often, the reapective parties very 
diBtiii''tly perceive something to which they wish an ad> 
monitory suggcation could be applied. It is certainly one 
of the moat difficult thinga in fiiendBhip to do this ; and the 
manner of it should be skilful. But it ia rather a alight 
friendship where this cannot be done at all, in any manner. 
Ajid it ia not a friendship of any great eateem or attachment, 
where the partiea do not think it worth while to endeavour 
to asaist each other to become wiser and better. In truth, 
there should be much more of an understanding among 
Iriends that tins it an object to be kept in view. Might not 
real ones solicit this of each other ? and endeavour anch a 
repreaaion of their own vanity and aelf-complacency, that 
it might be confidently ventured without offence P Let 
it be conaidered whether any man can receive a greater 
benefit from hia friend than asaistanee to correct his errors 
and faults. Aad again we ask, why might not this be 
done in a perfectly amicable apirit and manner P When 
valuable hinta of advice, — suggestions for self-observation, 
— remarks of just reprehension, — could be administered, and 
in perfect kindness, why must it be left to some moment 
of a friend's provoked displeasure to say such thinga P or 
left altogether to his enemies to say them P If it be the 
best of all things that the friends should please Gtod, would 
it not be the very best principle of their attachment that 
they should avowedly, and on system, ezdte and instruct 
one another to do ao P 

The last thing is — teriovt anticipation. Each meeting 
should admonish them that their life ia shortened (aomo- 
times much shortened), since they met before. Sometimes 
they are forcibly struck by the change in each other's 
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ae. After a coDBiderable absence, tbey can hardly 
hont baving to name eome one who has shared 
.ety, — but meets them no more. When they part, 
ly for a considerable absence, how possible is it 

are lookbg at each other lor the kat time ! Let 
isidered, what a melancholy thing any friendship 
I, that should be destined to expire with all Its 

and advantages, at death. That is the worthy 
J friendship and that alone, where the parties tare 

preparing, and have a good hope, to meet in a 
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the ueuokt of thb j1j8t. 

PbOT£RBB z. 7. 

" The iaemory of the jutt i» hietted," 

Thb miad often goes back in rsTiew of the past huniaD 
norld. The vision etretcbee away, from the intmediate 
past to the Temoteet agee, — from the point where we 
are etandisg to the remotest horizoo or Time. And 
on this great field there are presented all the grand 
Tarieties of character. They come to view in great diriaionB 
and fleBemblages — in mass, as it were— bearing the broad 
distinctionB of their reapective ages, natians, and religions. 
They are beheld placed in the crowded scenery of the 
events and transactions among which they lived. But 
here and there, in the throng of tbeee great assem- 
blages, individuals stand up conspicuously to view — of 
extraordinary and pre-eminent character and action. Such 
pre-eminence in their time they must have had to remain 
now conspicnons in the fcr-off retrospect, or even to be Been 
from the shorter distance of a few ages or a century. 
When we come down to the time within our own memory, 
some that were not in themselves so eminently remarkablE> 
are often, individuaUy, brought to our recollection. 

Now reflect, — in what different hghts, in what different 
aspects of character, the human beings of past time are 
presented to our thoughts. Haw many of them are there 
that an odious and horrid character perpetually rests uponP 
They seem to bear eternal curses on their heads. A vin- 
dictive ray of Heaven's lightning seems continiially darting 
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down upon tbem. The; appear as the special points of 
communication and attraction between a wicked world and 
the Divino Yengeance. Cain stands high in aight, stained 
with a brother's blood. There are all the bloody conquerors, 
— the cruel tyrants, — the persecutors of the servants of 
God, — tke unjust judges. Also the enemjes of truth, and 
perrerters of the human mind ; — ^the inventors of false reli- 
gions :— the grand impostors ; — the contrivers of a system 
to falsify and debase the religion of Christ itself to sub- 
serve the woiBt passions and porposes on earth I — the great 
infidel labourers and zealots for the subversion of Divine 
truth ; — the profligate men of talents and genius, who have 
devoted their utmost energy to deprave their fellow mortals. 
And, more within the compass of our own actuid know- 
ledge, various individuals malignantly wicked, odious in 
disposition, speech, and conduct. We have but to add, 
the great and countless multitude, collectively, that have 
gone away into the past, and are there indistinctly seen, as 
strangers to religion and holiness, and enemies of God. 
And, what an awful retrospect is all this I A race, whose 
business here, every one, was to serve God,— to grow into 
wisdom and excellence, — to do good to one another, — to 
mature and prepare for another life. And all these gone 
away into another state, another world, and that a state 
of retribution ! And gone, in that same character 
unaltered in. which they lived on earth ! And think ! 
here on earth, indeed, they are now only subjects of 
history or objects of memory, — only images of the mind ; 
they do not actually with their presence darken the living 
scene any longer ; but goviewhere, they are actual existences, 
in the full reality of the properties they bore away with 
them. And refiect, — if sometimes the mind, in contem- 
plative mode, feels an awful sense of evil — feels something 
at which it shudders and recoils, in but entering closely 
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oinoDg tbe very images of them, what would it be to be in 
their actual prcaence f to be plunged amoug them, with all 
their evil ia immediate living manifestation and action? And 
those who are following them, in the same spirit and course, 
what do they think of being added to such an assembly? 
Po they expect to find them in a realm of peace P Or, that 
any heaven in the universe will smile auspicious over such 
a community F Or, that the continual accession to the 
dark host will exalt them into successful defisince of 
Almighty Justice ? "What do they think of the social 
condition, and the sympathies, of such an assemblage, con- 
tinually augmented ? which of all the charities of eciatence 
can live in a continual condensation of evil ? can the effect 
be other than the mutual explosion of deadly flames ? 

They who are themselves going, as fast as time can carry 
them, toward another world, should consider whom, what 
class, they are going after, and to be added to. And in 
order to press this consideration powerfully on the mind, it 
will be wise to dwell sometimes on the memory of the 
wicked ; always recollecting, as a warning excitement, that 
the same fallen nature, which appears under so dark an 
aspect and malediction in such a review, — that this veiy 
same nature is ours. And that for us there ia an absolute 
necessity for the operation and the indwelling of the Divine 
Spirit, in order to secure that we shall be added to a better 
assembly, when we shall pass away to remain no longer but 
in memory on earth. 

This gloomy part of the retrospect will, by contrast, add 
to the lustre of the more pleasing one — " ths memory of the 

There has been " a multitude that no man can number" 
bearing on earth, and bearing away from it, the true image of 
their Father in heaven; — of many nations and languages — 
of every age of time, — and of oil conditions in mortal life. 
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Chrigtiau world, and to the end of time; PatriarohB r- 

Propheta ; — Apostles ; — the most eminent of the promotera 
of rehgioD and truth, through the eubeequent ogea ; — some 
of the martyTBj— the refoimers; — the miasionariea ; — the 
philanthropists; — an illustrioua srra^ of the noblest ser- 
vants of G^d, and benefactors of the world. And of more 
limited sphere, and in the private circle, some have been 
known to us who remain unalterably fiied and cherished in 
memory, in the character of " the jutt." They abide there, 
and ever will, kept alive, as it were, the images, the ex- 
amples, the personifications of what we approve, admire, 
and feel that we ought to love and to be. 

Now, their memory " m bleated," self-evidently so, for 
the mind blesses it, reverts to it with complacency, mingled 
with solemnity, — returns to it with delight Irom the sight 
of the living evil in the world, sometimes even prefers thi^ 
eilent society to the living good. We can devoutly bleaa 
God that they were such, — and that as such we have had 
the happiness to know some of them. They show, in the 
most evident and pleasing manner, the gracious connexion 
which God has constantly maintained with a sinful world. 
His uninterrupted connexion with it by justice and sove- 
reign power has been manifest in mighty evidence : but his 
saints have been the peculiar illustration of his grace, hid 
mMrcy, acting on this world. Not all the repulsion of our 
evil nature could prevent his benignity coming in operative 
contact with it. Here and there, as it were with his finger, 
instinct with vivifying energy, which emanated from it, he 
has touched the dead corrupted mass, and imparted life — 
and, wherever touched, it became sensible of the vital 
power ; a soul rose up in spiritual life, to hve for ever ; and 
blessed the irresistible grace, Wherever such have been, 
there having been such has left a bright trace on the world, 
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fy that the free mercy of God has been ii 

irith it ;— and so, their " memory « bUised." 
a BO, again, when we consider them as pnuitioal 
tioDS, Yerifying examples of the excellence of 
i religion ; that it. is a noble thing in hiunwi nature, 
kes, and alone makes, that nature noble ; — that this 
; redeems it to its station of being " a little loieer 
■e cmgeU ;" — that whatever scoffers may say, or the 
arid pretend to disbelieve, here is what has made 
len as nothing else, under heaven, could or can. 
ire the men that have been tried in all ways,— 
t in conflict with every evil of the earth, and the 
!e was in them indestructible. The world and Satan 
ten compelled to acknowledge, " Theae are not ourt." 
.he genuine, living examples have this honour in 
1 with those who are become the objects of 
■y." But the difference in favour of the latter ia, 
i trial ia completed, — the consummation ia gained, — 
line "Jvll-orbed" from heaven. From heaven, we 
ad their memory ia blesaed, under the consideration 
9y are what the earth has contributed to heaven ; — 
them it has been shown that earth mai/ send its 
uits thither ; — that there km here what was judged 
bo be long confined and detained here. They appear 
aquest gained in this world, and taken away from it 
powers above, — a sacred, happy colony transplanted 

r' "memon/ u blesaed," while we regard them ub 
hing to our view the repulsiveneas and horror of 
Our Lord's dying was the fact that threw out the 
st agency to this effect. But, in their measure, bis 
disciples have done the same. When we contem- 
lem as having prepared for it with calm resolution, 
aving approached it— multitudes with a tranquil 
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reaignation and fortitude, — and very nunj witK an 
animated Exultation ; — as having past it, and emerged in 
brightness beyond its gloom; they seem to shine back 
tlirough the gloom, and make the shade leas thick. It ia 
not as if we were the jint summoned to dare the solemn 
adventure. We have but to do -what tliey have abeady 
done ; and tbe cousideration that they, the most excellent of 
the earth, were to do it ; — ^next, to see how they have done 
it, — and then to look by fwtb to the coosequbnces they 
have found; — this makes their "memory" an auxiliary to us 
against the fear of death. And whatever does that, is 
indeed a "iZeiMJ" thing. That "memory," again, 
contributes to promote the sense of a social relation with 
the state beyond the grave ; presenting to view, &om the 
other side, a gruid society, to which Christians here do 
stand in the noblest relations,— 

" The ssiiila on earth, and all the deai^ 



There is thus a medium of human interest wid combination 
be1;ween the two so different regions ; and the social 
sentiment can expand beyond the earth. While there 
caoDOt be a sensible intercommunication, a contemplative 
faith can carry a pious spirit ideally into the higher and 
happier society, so as to feel great delight, — a delight in 
which a certain mystical social element is felt to mingle. 
And then, this " memory " aids to vivify the anticipationa of 
coming at length into actual communiou, — to join some 
that have been personaUy known, and some of former ages, 
and distant lands. 

Their "memory m. hleeted" also, as combined with the 
whole progress of the cause of God on earth, — with its 
living agency through every stage. He has never, and 
nowhere, had a visible cause in the world, without putting 



Dig t,z^=;,. Google 



THE UZMORX OP THE JUST 

truat with it. There might be bis own im 
ence, — there might, or not, be angels, visibly 
fd, but there were sure to be men. Think of what 
kvs been employed and empowered to do, — in the 
rtion of truth, — in the inceBaant warfare against aU 
of evil, — in the exempMcation of all the virtues by 
le could be honoured. 

their ^'m»mory" W inseparably associated with all 
t "bleated" things through all time, and it partakes 
blessedness. Ail those things, come to our view 
itunan visage ; and have, by that, a stronger interest 
raction for us, than if they had been mere, pure 

the Divine Power, Especially the important 
that have come into our own immediate lot, reflect 
Idons on the memory of those who imparted them, 
atefnl recollection often enhances the sense of the 
' the good BO imparted, and very much conduces to 
ate it. 

now, is it not a reasonable object of Christian desire, 
a memory that shall be " hles»ed?" Not a paasion 
i-glory, — not that so extolled aspiring to endless 
But a desire that the remembrance which will 
in the minds of those who are to survive or follow, 
lot be one causing pain, disapprobation, or shame, 
to be, in remembrance, numbered with the faithful 
louB servants of €)od and Christ. A wish to be so 
'A with good imparted, as to render that good the 
ind the more effectuaL A wish to remain, as long 
nbered, a motive, an ai^ument, an incitement to ail 
those who follow, — thus to do good here aller being 
ace. A wish to be remembered to, that it shall be, 

human hearts a delightM and attractive thought, 
J shall meet agtun the object of their memory, 
let it not be a morticing ctmsideration, that, in 
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moat ioatanceB the "mmum/" muBt be of veiy limited 
ecope, and not perpetual duration. The "memoiy" of the 
good, vith exceptions oompaj^tively few, gradually declines 
into oblivion on earth, but their ererlasting remembrance ia 
with Glod. But, their existence — their living, happy 
reality — continnes, and flourishea, and enlarges far ever ; to 
have, also, the felicity of being ultimately brought again 
into the society of those in whose minds they have left a 
cherished remembranoe. 
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toouZJ eontider their latter end" 

bour, I heard it proposed, aa a question 
BeriouB, — to account for the general 
to the grand fiict that they are mortal ; 
illj kno^m to be aa iniallible certainty, 
that most men, babitu^y, thlub of it 
ery little affected by it ? 
T a few moments beneficially, in, first, 
lie fact itself (of this insensibility,) — 
D be brought in explanation, — and last, 
r against this insensibility. 
r generally, a strange want of refiection 
:ing our condition aa mortal, is m.oBt 
ilain familiar proofs. Perhaps nothing 
appears bo out of consistency, .is so 
jf a whole race dead, from the begin- 
B present generation, comes with but 
us, except at occasional moments. In 
is with the men of past ages, as living, 
e busy. The thought, that they are all 
*act tells UH what we also shall be, may 
any chapters. But there ia no need of 
wide reference. The insensibility may 
familiar exemplifications. Persons in- 
considerable age — how often are they 
ns formerly occupying its apartments. 
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tretiding its aTeuuea, are dead, with a pointed application of 
this thought to themaelvea ? And so of places of worship, 
and of other resort. But there is still more immediate evi- 
dence. How little effect, in the way of reflection on our- 
selyes, appears to be produced b; the Lnstances and spectacles 
of actual mortality ; b; the termination of a life in our near 
neighbourhood, or among those whom we well knew ! 
Persona frequently and officially conversant with circuin- 
stanees of death are often very remarkably estranged from 
reflection upon it, as apphed to themselves. And so are a 
large proportion of those who are drawn as spectators of a 
funeral procession, or an interment ;— how many, in the 
silence of serious thought, say, " That is the situation that 1 
shall be in, ere long!" And let even persona not of the 
tboughtlesB tribe, confess how their minds have been affected, 
at the removal of a neighboux or acquaintuice, or at the last 
office performed to the departed. Can they say, they felt 
their minds powerfully arrested by the event, or the im- 
mediate spectacle F that solemn thoughts poured in upon 
them, freely and fast, precluding, for a while, all trifling 
oneaP that their living principle was turned, as it were, 
into sympathy vrith death ? that involuntarily they were 
realising to themaelvea, with profound emotion, their own 
cessation of life, coaeigniuent to the dust, and entrance on 
a world unseen ? Will they not, on the contrary, confess 
that it has required a great effort to attain the solemnity 
of reflection; — that they had to strive with their minds 
to fix their thoughts; that there was a great inaptitude 
to make the case their own? Have they not wondered 
that the admonition of their own mortaUty was not more 
emphatic, and that they tould so very sooir recover the 
customary tenor of feeling p May we not add, as a general 
feet, the very small effect of the memory of the departed, in 
the way of admonition of our own mortality ? There may 
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be taany recollectionfl of what they were, and what they did, 
and of our interconrae with them, and jet few impreHsiTe 
reflectiona turning on oimelvea as to follow them. TheK 
Ib a Bort of quiet aentiment to this effect — " that they had 
completed their appointed time, and their time was not 
ours," — and there it ends. We are independent of theii 
destiny, — are compauiona for the living, — have the business 
of life to prosecute, — and so, we are little disturbed by the 
united winning call of many departed. 

Conaider again, — ^how little and seldom we are atnick 
with the reflection, how many thbga we are exposed to 
that might cause death ! what little things might be &tal ! 
how many instances we hear of ! how possible to befall ua I 
how marvellous that we are preserved ! But we go forward 
just aa if none of these Bmaller poisoned arrows of death 
were flyii^, or of the greater darts either. Mono of them 
has stmck us, and therefore we live in a thoughtless pre- 
sumption of impunity indefinitely. 

Observe, too, how soon a recovery from danger sets aside 
the serious thought of death. Suppose a narrow and provi- 
dential escape from a sudden pen! of violent death ; what is 
the course of feeling subsequently p Or the gradual recovery 
from illness that veiy seriously threatened to be fatal. We 
had most impressive thoughts of death then. But, there is 
a favourable turn, — small but sensible amendment, — it 
gradually advances, — and in the same proportion the 
solemn idea of death recedes, diminishes. The frowning 
spectre fades into a mist at the dawning of the day. So 
that even before the complete recovery to health all the strong 
serious impreseiveuess of the thought of death is gone. In 
some instances, the very remembrance that it too* im- 
pressive and alarming, seems to have vanished. 

Observe, again, — how schemes are formed for a long 
iiiture time, vrith as much interest, and as much antic^)atii]g 
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confidence, as if th^re were no aach tbiug ia the wjrld as 
death. One has looked at the mortal, and listened to him, 
while he haa been calculating, that in five years, or in ten, 
the progreea would reach such a point ; in fire or ten mors 
it would be completed, in such and such a result ; confi- 
dently calculating on his life to continue and flourish 
through all this progress. 

We see, on all hands, how business, pleasure, and even 
sin, are prosecuted with an earnestness and syatematie per- 
tinacity, not in the least degree checked or mitigated by 
any thought of death ; hardly checked, even when aeaociatea 
or rivals are seized and carried away ! Even the old age of 
a person previously thoughtless, seems not necessarily to 
bting any serious reflections on this subject. Looking at 
mankind generally, do you not think that a very large part 
of the time of most of them pasaes wholly clear from any 
monitory int«rference of the thought of their mortality P 
There even are some on whom the very thought itself doea 
not, probably, once intrude in long apacea of time—during 
many weeks or months. Look at those living beings, that 
have (aa we suppose, and perhaps they would affirm it, if 
they were questioned) totth, actuating those bodies I Think 
of them, as knowing themselves 'infallibly appointed to die, 
and yet advancing toward that event in the miraculoua 
fatuity of never being disturbed by any thought of the sub- 
ject ! Look at another large proportion, who do sometimes 
advert to this their solemn destiny, with a temporary feeling 
of seriousness or sadness, but will not dwell upon it ; and 
do not seek to have the habit of their souls, and their plan 
of life ordered to a consistency with it. And laat, there is 
the much smaller class of persona who do seriously desire 
and aim at this, — and theg have to reproach tbemaelves 
often and bitteriy, that they are not under a more powerful 
and abiding influence of this great prospect. 
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Now all this appears very etrange — and that ahould mean 
— that it ia not easy to comprehend how and why it tihould 
be BO. In making a few BuggeationB, in the way of account- 
ing for it, we might aay, IFireb, that our' Creator would, in 
wiedom, insert in the human mind a principle counteractive, 
in some degree, to the Influence of this proapect of death, — 
in such a degree, that It should not have the utmost pes- 
aible influence which it might seem adapted to have. For, 
it would seem, that so grand and awful a fact in prospect, 
with the uncertainty how eooti it may be realized, might 
operate with an influence indefinite, unlimited, and alto- 
gether overpowering. To be under the appointment to 
have, not very long hence, the very constitution of our 
being dissolved, — the onJy visible palpable part of it, turned 
to dust, — to be taken out, in an instant, by one act of irre. 
sistible power, &om all connexion with this world, — to be 
transferred to another scene of existence, and under cir- 
cumstances inconceivably solemn, — it would seem that the 
entire, appropriate influence of such a prospect might arrest 
and suppress the whole active economy of this world. Now 
Ood would certainly place in our constitution a principle to 
limit this influence, so that it should not be inconsistent 
with our state in this Ufe. But then, how v^tly short 
would that partial measured counteraction be, of the actual 
counteraction which does repel and throw off so nearly the 
whole salutary influence of the prospect of death! The 
difference between these two is the reproach, the madness, 
and the ruin of our race. 

And when it is asked, "And how comes this to beP" the 
general explanation is that which accounts for everything 
that is wrong, namely, the fearful, radical d^avity of our 
natwe. And are there any that recoil at this often repeated 
phrase and doctrine P Iiet them collect their sense to look 
at the case in question, — a world of beings living all under 
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the doom of euch a thing as death is, an& moat of them 
taking no thought or care ahout it 1 

But, to assign this general cause, does not suffice to the 
inquiry. There doubUeas are special causes, through which ■ 
that great general one operates, availing itself of them. One 
of these m&j be, the perfect dietinctneu of life and death. 
Thej do not partially co-exist, in the indiTidnal, like imper- 
fect health with a degree of illnesB. We hare life absolutely, 
and death not at all ; eo that we can make no experimental 
comparison between them ; we cannot know, by means of 
the one, what the other is. It is only by the entire giving 
up of life that we can really know anything of death. And, 
therefore, it is an object solely of belief, and not of any pos- 
sible mode of immediate apprehension. Besides, death is a 
single act or event, and, therefore, cannot be oompared with 
a state. 

Again ; we think that even the e«rtaifUi/, taxi the ««iwf- 
ialitff, of death, may be numbered among the causes tending 
to vnthdraw men's thoughts from it. Consider, that aa 
important matter, hanging in doubt, has great power of 
excitement from that very cause. The question, " Will it 
be,ornotP how will the event decide?" keeps the feelings 
of the soul in agitation, — raises alternate hope and fear,— 
produces a wakeiiil, anxious expecting state of mind ; in all 
this, the thoughts are irresistibly drawn to tlie object. But 
when there remains no doubt how the event is to bo, all 
this subsides. And even though the decision be the worst 
that was feared, the evil, accomplished or expected, may 
really be less thought of, than while there appeared a pos- 
sibility of avoiding or averting it. The mind sinks into a 
kind of dull fatalism. The eertomty of death precludes all 
this excitement, 

And then the tmiver»aliit/. This takes away all inqnisi- 
tive wondering who may, and who may not (and why the 
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difierence), be appointed to the &te. It prevents, too, all 
ioTidious compaiison, with the elution on the one side, and 
mortlilcation on the other. It leaves no pl&ce for euvj-, 
' jealousy, or competition; leaves no matter even for com- 
pitrison. Now, that which is of a nature to excite and keep 
in activity these passions ia certain to be an object of great 
attention and interest, and viea vertd. Death has no hold 
on a lai^ proportion of those feelings by which the human 
mind is kept in a state of attention and interest toward an 
object. No man, in a company, can say within himself 
which of us shall be alive ages after the others of us shall 
be reduced to dust ?" No one has against his enemy the 
hope that he may die, but himself live. There is no sense 
of inequality, stimulated to intense interest by wondering 
and wishing it could but be known where the advantage 
lies. No one's death, when it takes place, is the practica' 
answer to any curiosity respecting wketh^ he was to die. 

We might specify another thing as one of the catises 
sought for ; that is, the utter inability to form any defined 
idea of the manner of existence after death. The tboughto 
sent onward to that boundary of life, cannot stop there ; the 
mere termination itself is nothing ; they look beyond ; but 
beyond is thickest darkness, as often as they go there ; so 
that there is, as it were, nothing shown to draw the mind 
thither to look over the limit. And it is not in the dispo- 
sition of the mind to look in the direction of that which it 
can form no definite idea of, (we do not prolong our look 
on absolute darkness) especially while the mind has, close 
around it, a crowd of things of which it has a dletinet and 
vivid idea, with great interest of its passions concerning 
them. There may be added to this, our having no com- 
munications with the persons who have passed through 
death. 
But eAer all, the chief causes that there is so little 
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thought ani concom on tMa great Bubject, are of a much 
more obvious kind, and involnDg guilt. 

One IB a general presumption of having long to Hve. 

In each atoge of life, etiU tbie beguiled confidence is 
indulged. In imagination the prospect atretcheB avay into 
indefinite remotenega. Death must be somewhere yonder, 
it is acknowledged, but, ftr beyond the seneible horizon; 
and it is willingly left shrouded 'in the miBts and clouds. 
Some period long hence will be the proper time to think of 
it; but there is ample space of privilege and exemption 
between. This presumed wide space diminishes the great- 
ness and importance of the object ; and thus diminished to 
insignificance it has no power to compel men's thoughts or 
serious cares. This pernicioua presumption of long life is 
indulged in spite of all evidence of life's uncertainty, and of 
its actual brevity, in a very great proportion of instances. 
It would be a striking disclosure, if we could know the 
amount of the difference between the average measure of 
time that the people now alive will actually live, and that 
measure which would be the collective amount of what they 
presume on living. 

Another great cause of the thoughtleBsness and insensi- 
bility, (indeed it ia both cause and effect,) is that men 
occupy their whole Boul and life with things to preclude the 
the thought of its end. They mingle their whole being 
with the worid's elements so that their spiritual nature is 
lost, and cannot, in this gross compound, be come at, — 
cannot be touched or found by any solemn subject applied. 
They have thus a disastrous protection against the thought 
of death, amidst employments, projects, amusements, society, 
news, and all that the world is crowded with. In conjunc- 
tion and co-operation with this cause, there ia — an aversion 
to dwell in contemplation on those things to which death 
leads ; for example, eternity, the appearance before , the 
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great aw&rd, the eatrance on a state of 
ij add to these causes, an inadequate, 
' what ia neoesaaiy aa a prepttratioii for 

fbrce to all tlieae causes, there is, in 
f men, a formal, b^ atematic eadeavour 
[ht of death. How atriking if it could 
iaj inatances, withiu one week, in this 

has been made, and with success 1 A 
I the thoughts in another direction, — an 
—OT a hasty recourse to occupation, — 

a going into a gaj^ circle,— possibly a 
ranee. And all the unfortunate things 
m, have not been a measure of calamity 
d in the tvcceti of this eodeaToor ! 
n in operation to keep men from con- 
end. "We have hardly a moment left 
nonition and remonstrance against in- 
i of the soul. But let it be impressed 
d our. life is the mightiest erent that 
'Id. And it is that which we are living 
holds out a grand protest against being 

this world. It is the termination of a 
troductory and probationary. Without 
1 and with deep interest, there is no 

scheme and course of life should be 
ireme purpose of life. To have been 
hen, will ultimately be an immense 
o be in a state unprepared for it. The 

therefore, to think of it, should smite 
n of something greatly and omiuously 
tt that deters, consider whether pro- 

from the subject will remove or lessen 
liat fear. And consider, that there is a 
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sovereign antidote against the fear of Death. There is Ons 
that has himself yielded to Death, in order to vanquish it 
for ufl, and take its terrors away. The Son of God took on 
him our mortal nature, " that through death he might dettroy 
him that had the power of death, and deliver them who 
through fear qf death, were, aU their l}fe-time, in londf^e." 
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PRA.CTtOAL ATBXinl. 

Efhesianb ii. 12. 
" Without Ood in the world." 

often occasion to wonder tliat brief ezpreBsiouB, 
) of actual conditionB of men, do aot strike ua &r 
ibly, do not convey more to thought, and awake 
tion. For example, suppose it to be said, "At 
bime, this hour, even this minute, a great number 

beings are dying." A positive feet ; but, — what 
lie F what would it appear if I were with the 
hat, if I were in the act of dying P But, a great 
ire in tliis very situation! — think! Following 
i &om the world, suppose it said, " A multitude of 
ings are now in Heaven!" But suppose it said 
solemn fact), " A vast number are now in Hell ! " 
t to things on earth ; let it be said — " Enemies to 
re is a prodigious army of such;" — or our text, 

Ood in the world." Think what a deacription, 
cable to individuals without number! If it bail 
thout friends — without shelter — without food" — 
Id have had a gloomy sound; but — "withovt 
Without Him! tliat ie, in no happy reUtion to 
is the very origin, support, and life of all thinga j 
; him, who can make good fiow to his creatures 
infinity of sources; — without him, whose favour 
, is the beat, the aublimest, of all delighte, ab 

all glories; — without him, who can confer an 
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eternal felicity. Without Him ! but, how is he loat, with- 
drawn P What do those under bo sad a destitutioii value 
and seek instead P But, what will anjiihiog or all things 
be worth in Hb absence P Without him, too, in a world 
where the human creature knows there m a mighty and 
continual conepiracy against hia welfare. Wo fall unspeak- 
ablj below the true and dreadful emphasie of the 
expreBBion, after we hare giTen our utmost aggravation to 
its aignificance. And still it is but the description of an 
actual condition. And shonld not each one be intent on 
having good asHurance that it is not hit condition P 

It may be inetructive to consider a little to what states of 
mind the description is applicable, and what a wrong and 
calamitona thing the condition is in all of them. We need 
not dwell on that condition of humanity in which there is 
no notion of Deity at all, — the condition of some outcast 
savage tribes. Think of souls destitute of the very idea I 
not one idea exalted and resplendent above the rest, — 
casting a glory sometimes across the little intellectual field ; 
(as if, in the outward world of nature, they had no visible 
heaven), — the spirit nothing to go out to, beyond its clay 
walls, but the immediately surrounding elements, and other 
creatures of the same order. But think of a rational, an 
inteUigent nature, debased, in these remote sections, to so 
melancholy an eitreme I 

The adorers of false gods may just be nmued as coming 
under the description. There is, almost throughout the 
race, a feeling in men's sonls that belongs to the Divinity. 
But think how all manner of objects, real and imaginaij, 
have been supplicated to accept and absorb this feeling, 
that the true God may not take it. Men have been willing 
to fin the world, the universe, with gods, and do homage to 
them all, rather than acknowledge, and adore, and love, 
" the blessed and only Potentate.^ ' And a confirmed 

TOL. n, * 
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negation of him, to the mind and the heart of man, is the 
curse inflicted, in return, by all these infernal fallsciei. 

It is too ohvious almost to be worth noting, how plainly 
the description applies itself to those who persuade them- 
selves that there is no Otoi. We may believe some of 
them, on their own testimony, that they have atttuned to 
this deliberate opinion. To them, there ia no Supreme 
Intelligence in the Universe. Mind, Spirit, would 
evidently be the glory of all eiiatence, a superlatively 
preinouB and nohle kind of being; ; and then one Supreme 
Spirit, self-existent, and the author of all other existence, 
would be the transcendent object for every admiring, 
adoring, and devoted sentiment. To the Atheist there is 
nothing in place of that which is the supremacy of all 
existence and glory. The Divine Spirit and all spirits 
being abolished, he is left amidst masses and systems of 
matter, without a First Cause, ruied by chance, or by a 
blind mechanical impulse of what ho calls Fate; and, as a 
Uttio composition of atoms, he is himself to take his 
choice ; for a few moments of conscious being, and then to 
be no more for ever. And yet, in this infinite prostration 
of all things, he feels an elation of intellectual pride I 

But, we have to consider the text in an application much 
more important to u«, and to men in general; with a most 
settled belief of the Divine Existence, they may be "mth- 
out God in ike world." This ia too truly and sadly the 
applicable description, when this belief and its object do not 
maintain habitually the ascendant influence over us; over 
the whole system of our thoughts, feelings, purposes, and 
actions. That there is such a Being, is a principle that 
evidently claims to interfere in everything. My very 
existence is from him, and depends on him ; all it contains, 
and all it acts, must therefore be in a solemn relation to 
him. And everything, in my spirit and conduct, should 
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acknowledge that relation. That relation is to be 
maintained in Buch a manner that I may be in harmonj 
and conformity with him. That relation constitutes the 
law of good and evil, and fixes an awful sanction on the 
difference. In on endless series of things, — that there is 
tmch a Being, and that I helong to him, is a reason for one 
thing, and agsMtxt another. The thought of him is to be 
associated with all these things, and its influence to be pre- 
pondenmt. "Thus — and thus — I think — and wish — and 
will— and act — heeauie — there is a God." Now for me to 
foi^ or disregard all this, is to remove myself, as far as I 
can, from God,— to cause, as for as I am able, that to me 
there is no Ood. It is a practical conformity to the 
Atheist's speculative disbelief Let, then, a man ask him- 
self, " If I proceed thus, ought not my opinion to be that of 
the Atheist?" And let each man eiamine and judge, 
whether there be many things in his soul and his life, which 
require this opinion, in order to his being consistent. And 
let us all examine ourselves, whether we live under a 
previuliag, powerful, all-peiTBding sentiment of God ; or 
whether the thought of him be slight, remote, uuinfluentiol, 
— and very often absent altogether. 

We wish we could describe with distinctness, several of 
the ways, or forme, in which this disregard of God is seen 
to prevaiL 

For one ; we ore placed amidst the amazing scene of his 
Works, extending on alt sides, from the point where we 
stand, to far beyond anything toa can distinctly conceive of 
ibthHttj in a diversity, which not eternal duration will 
sufSce for any creature to take account of all; having, 
within one day, one hour, one instant, operations, changes, 
appearances, to which the greatest angel's calculating 
fkcnlty would be nothing; combining design — order — 
beauty — sublimity — utility. Such is the scene to be 
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coatempl&ted. But, now, -while our attention wanders over 
it, or fixes on parts of it, do we regard it but aa if it were 
something existing by itselfp Can we glance over the 
earth, and into the wilderness of worlds in infinite space, 
without being impressed with the solemn thought, that all 
this is but the sign and proof of something infinitely more 
glorious than itself F Are we not reminded,— " this ie a 
production of bis almighty power;" — "that is an adjust- 
ment of his all-comprehending intelligence and foresight ;" 
— " there is a glimmer, a ray, of his beauiy, his glory ;" — 
" there an emanation of his benignity ;" — " and there some 
fiery trace of his justice;" — "hut for him, all this would 
nerer have been ; — and if, for a moment, his per7ading 
energy were, 6y his will, restrained or suspended, — ^what 
would it all be then P" Not to have some such perceptiona 
and thoughts, accompanied by devout sentiment, is so iar to 
be "without God in the world." And that there should be 
men who can surrey the creation with a scientific enlarge- 
ment of intelligence, and then say, "there U no God," is 
one of the most hideous phenomena in the world. 

Agiun, the text is applicable to those who have no solemn 
recognition of Glad's aU-disposiiig government and Pro- 
vidence; whohaveno thought of the course of things but just 
as going on ; going on some way or other, just as it can ; to 
whom it appears abandoned to a strife and competitioQ of 
various mortal powers ; or surrendered to something they call 
general laws, — and thrae blended vrith chance; who have 
perhtqiB a crude Epicurean notion of exempting the Divine 
Being &om the infinite toil and care of such a chai^ ; or, 
think they see things managed so wrong that there cannot 
be a constant interference of sovereign power and wisdom. 
They do not discern and understand the indications manifest 
in some instances ; and have no faith with respect to the 
darker parts of the system. With respect to their own iot. 
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they feel themselves as committed in an tmaided struggle 
and 'fight with difficulties, enemies, and accidents; aud so 
have no habitual trust or hope in the providential wisdom 
and care. If Gh)d be in the world with an all presiding 
Frovideuce, those who do not acknowledge it, really and 
practicallj, ore "toitiottt Sim in the world." 

The text ia a description of all those who are forming or 
porsning theii scheme of life and happiness independently 
of Him. They do not consult bia counsel or will as to 
what that scheme shoiild be, in its ends or means. They 
will have a plan of pursuit and well-being to please them- 
eelves, without much ipquiring or oaring whether it be ono 
that he will approve. They, perhaps, slightly wish that it 
could please both, but " it thall please me ; " " this I like— 
aud that I covet — and the other would be the very summit 
of happiness, no matter whether He has signified ' a more 
excellent way.' " And then the confidence of realizing 
happiness on such a plan ! His favour, his blessing, are 
not absolutely indispenaable ; we can be bappy, leaving 
him out of the account. The probabilities — the presumptions 
rather — of life, health, and success, are in our favour, 
according to the ordinary comae of things, and we will 
embark on this. For the present we can do without hini ; 
if our schemes fail, we can but turn to him at last. So he 
is forgotten, and the deluded schemer goes into the world, 
and after it, with all bis might, " without Ood in the world." 
But if a brief illumination of truth might glare out upon 
a man, and his echemes and prospects, what amazement and 
horror would seize him, to find himself thus impiously em- 
ployed I thus presuming to work out for himself a chief 
good of Ma existence 1 carelessly, independently, and m 
defiance of TTim that is the Sovereign Qood ! — in effect, 
saying, " I'U make trial whether they were not in the right 
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who were reprtwched with 'loving and terving Iha erealure 
more than the Oreator, who it Uened for ever.' " 

The text b & description of those who hare but a slight 
sense of unirerBsl Bccountableness to Ood as the supreme 
authority ; — who hare not a conscience, constantly looking 
and listening to him, and testifying for him ; — who proceed 
aa if thia world were a province absolved from the strictness 
of bis dominion and laws ; — who will not apprehend that 
there ia his will and warning affixed to everything ; — who 
will not submissively ask, "What dost ^u pronounce on 
this P" To be insensible to the Divine character as law- 
giver, rightful authority, and judge,^ truly to be " without 
God in the world;" fbr thus every action of the soul and 
the life assumes that be ia absent, or not exists. 

This insensibility of accountableness exists almost entire 
— a stupefaction of conscience— in very many minds. But 
in many others there is a disturbed, yet inefficacious feeling. 
And might not some of these be disposed to say, " We are 
not without God in the worid, as an awful authority and 
judge, — for, we are followed, and harassed, and persecuted. 
sometimes quite to misery, by the thought of him in this 
character. — "We cannot go on peacefully in the way our 
inclinations lead, — a portentous sound alarms us, — a formid- 
able spectre encounters us, — though we still persist." 

The case is here that men with to be " without God in the 
world f" they would, in preference to any other prayer, 
implore him to depart, "Ji^ we detire not the hnowledge of 
thy xoayt. " They would be willing to resume the enter- 
prise of the rebellious angels, if there were any hope. 
" Ob, that he with his laws and judgments, were infinitely 
far away !" To be thus with Glod, is, in the most emphatical 
sense, to be without him — without him as a friend, approver, 
and patron. Each thought of him tells the soul, who it is 
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that it is without ! and who it ia that, in a Yety fearful 
sense, it never can be without ! 

The deacription belongs to that state of mind in which 
there ia no communion with him, maintained, or eren 
Bought, with cordial aBpiration ; — no devout, ennobling con- 
verse held with him ; no conacious reception of deUghtful 
impreaBiona — sacred influences — suggested sentiments ; — no 
pouring out of the soul in fervent desireB, for his illumina- 
tions, his compassion, his forgiveness, his transforming 
operations i — no earnest, penitential, hopeful pleading in the 
name of the glorious Intercessor ; — no solemn, affectionate 
dedication of the whole being ; no animation and vigour 
obtained for the labours and the warfare of a Christian life. 
But, how lamentable to be thus "vnlhowt God!" Consider 
it in one Bingle view only, that of the lonelines» of a human 
soul in this destitution. AU other beings are necessarily 
(shall we express it so P) extraneouB to the soul ; they may 
communicate with it, but they are still separate, and without 
it; an intermediate vacancy keeps them for ever asunder, 
so that the soul must be, in a sense, in an insuperable and 
eternal solitude — that is, as to all creatures. But, on the 
contrary, Qod has an all-pervading poweiv-«aii interfuse, 
as it were, his very essence through the being of his 
creatures,— can cause himself to be apprehended and felt 
as absolutely tn the soul ; (" dujellity m us and malinng in 
w«,") — BUchaaintercommunionasiH.by the nature of things, 
impossible between created beings. And thus the interior 
central loneliness, the solitude of the bouI, ia banished, by 
a perfectly intimate presence, which imparts the most 
oflecting sense of societrf — a society, a communion, which 
imparts life and joy, and may continue in perpetuity. To 
men completely immersed in the world, this might appear a 
very abstracted and enthusiastic notion of felicity j hut, to 
those who have in any measure attained it, the idea of its 
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loaa would give the moat emphsitical seoae of the expres- 
eions, "without Qod in the world." 

The terma are a true description, also, of the state of 
mind, in which there is no habitual anticipation of the great 
event of going at length into the presence of Ood — in 
which, there is an absence of the thought of being with 
him in another " toorld " — of being with him in judgment — 
and whether to be with bim for ever ,— not considering that 
he awaits ue somewhere, — that the whole movement of life 
19 absolutelj towards him, — that the course of liie is 
deciding in what manner we shall appear in hia presence ; 
— not thinking what manner of fact that will be, — what 
experience, what consciousness, what emotions ;— not re- 
garding it as the grand purpose of our present state 
of existence that we may attain a final dwelliog in his 
presence. 

One more, and the lost, application we would make of 
the description is, to those who, while professing to retain 
Gkid in their thoughts with a religious regard, frame the 
religion, in which thej are to acknowledge bim, according 
to their own speculation and fancy. Thus, many rejecters 
of Divine revelation have professed, nevertheless, a reve- 
rential homage to the Deity ; but the God of their faith 
was to be such as their sovereign reuon cboae to feign ; 
and, therefore, the theory and mode of their religion was 
entirely arbitrary. But, if revelation be true, the simple 
question is, wiU the Almighty acknowle^e your feigned 
god for himself, and admit your religion as equivalent to 
that which he haa declared and defined F If he should not, 
you are "leifhout Qod m» the world." 

This ia unavoidably, the condition, also, of those who 
KJect anything which be has declared essential to the 
relation of being in acceptance and peace with him. If 
this happy eonneiion be, as we believe, appointed to subsist 



Dig t,z^=;,. Google 



[Biau. 217 

alone through ft Mediator conetituted as a suhstitute, sacri- 
fice, and atonement, then the rejection of this constitatioa 
abolishes the connecting medium between man and Qai, — 
and the one is " leithout " the other. 

Such are the general illuBtrationB, faintly exhibited, of 
the grave and formidable import of the test. "We intended 
briefly to add a few practical exempliflcationa of the bad 
and miseroble effects of such estrangement from Ood sfi 
seen in youth, — in the active busy occupation with worldly 
concemB, — in general social converse, — in times of tempts 
tion, — in situationa of affliction and Borrow, — in old age, — 
and iu death. 

And, now, surely this is not the condition for us to be 
content with for one hour, — for us, who are cast for a 
short period upon a scene of vanities, dangers, and ruins, 
with a nacure fuU of want, helplessness, and disorder. 
Content! with this destitution, wbUe Se is here, the 
Almighty Power — ^whUe we cmi find him, — accost him, — 
importune him. Let ua implore him not to permit our 
spirits to be detached &om him, abandoned, exposed, and 
lost ; — not to let them be trying to feed their immortal fires 
on transitory sustenance, but to attract them, and exalt 
them, and hold them in his o 
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UUl'e DEVIOEB ABD QOs'B OOUKSEL. 

Fbotxbbb zii. 21. 

" There ore many deoieet in a tnan't heart ; nevertheUtt, tko 
counsel of the Lord, it ihall stand." 

CoxPAXiBOKB between God and man are continually occur- 
ing in the Scriptures, and in all religious books and discourse. 
There is, from thiB a possible wrong consequence, againBt 
which we have to guard ; namely^, that of lesBeolng our sense 
oftheinfinite disparity of the objects. Whatever may be the 
distance which is expressly signified in the terma of the 
comparison, the fact that they may be, and are, compared 
at all, tends to reduce our conception of the greatness of the 
Almighty. It is ao, when the compariBon is that of the 
parallel or likeness ; as im goodness, sanctity, perfection. 
And it is so, too, when it is that of contrast ; for, though the 
contrast be meant to display the immense difference, yet 
the mere circumstance of the conjunction of the ideas of a 
diminutiTe creature — an atom of existence, and an Infinite 
Being, has somewhat of the effect, if we may so express it, 
of keeping down the idea of that infinity. Two objecta that 
we can take in the saioe view, do not seem infinitely dif- 
ferent. We ahall do well to endeavour against this disad- 
vantageous effect, by rising to the coatemplatioa of the 
Most High in hia own absolute nature, aa above all com- 
parison. And our doing this aometimea, in a aolemn and 
devotional spirit, will contribute to our receiving a stronger 
impression of the magnitude of the difference, when we are 
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called to costemplate Maa and God in contrast. Our text 
calls ua to behold them in this relation. " There are maw/ 
denicet m a man't heart ; nevertheless, the counsel of the 
Lord, it shall stand" 

" A man's heart " is a little world, fiill of acheming and 
btisineaB. It is that that keeps the iodiridual, and the 
might}' world of mankind, alive and in motion. If we might 
Buppoee an almighty power, by one great act, to quash, at 
once, all the deTioes in all men's hearts, — what a dead scene 
the world would become ! something analogous to what 
Mohammedan legends hare fabled of a city where all the 
people were suddenly turned to stone, to be seen there still 
in that state, far within some nntraversed desert. 

K we could have a full inspection of one man's heart ! — 
but each man may of hia own! I*t him review its "(fo- 
vices,"—'iti schemes, its designs, — in their succession. 
There was one, on which he expended ten thauaand, fifty 
thousand distinct acts of thought, — and, with those thougb+s, 
mingled his afiections, and passions, earnestly busy. Another, 
and perhaps still another, followed, keeping bis whole soul 
in action, as if the sovereign good of his existence had 
depended on it. At some Junctures there may have beeu'a 
plurality and rivalry of schemes, crowding his heart, and 
ugitating it almost to distraction. But perhaps he cannot long 
employ himself in recollecting past schemes in quietness, 
for the stir that is kept up in his mind by a present one. 
There is, then, a thing now working the macliinery of hia 
mind. I^et him observe how it puts him in trains of thought, 
— how it draws his affections around it, and, as it were, eats 
them up ; calls bim off Irom other things which he has ta 
attend to. In the same manner, another man, — and the 
next, — and still the next, and so through the endless mul- 
titudes of the race. 

Advert to the variety in the kinds of " devices," and is 
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men'B temper and maimer with respect to them. Mfuijr of 
these Bchemea have a moat maignificant object,— Bome a 
grave and ambitious one. Many of them are of very short 
reach, — others planned for the attunment of a distant 
abject, through a long course of accomplishment, not to be 
completed, perhaps, till after the death of the schemers. 
Some men are very communicative of their hearts' " devteet;" 
so fall of them, delighted vrith them, that they must talk, 
and enlarge, as if the bearers had none of their own to be 
interested about. Some are close, reserved, dark, — from 
the pride, it may be, of having Bchemes and thoughts all 
their own ; — or, because, their designs are such aa vrill not 
bear to be diacloBed. Some are eager and haaty in their 
prosecution; others can proceed in their purpose with 
coolness, caation, and patient perseverance, — ^vrait for op- 
portunities, — vary their expedients. In short, all diversities 
that there are of human disposition, give their characters, 
reapectively, to the heart's " doncea" and to the manner of 
endeavouring their accomplishmeat. 

Nov suppose, just for a moment, that all these devices of 
aU men could be brought out in full manifestatiou 1 Then, 
you would have human nature displayed, in its real quality. 
What manner of spectacle would it be P But suppose, further, 
that all these "devieet" could be realized, or were realized, 
that is, accomplished. What a world you would have then ! 
But it is only for a moment that we can suppose such a 
thing; because there is an infinite contrariety in these 
" devieei." In an infinity of caaea, one man's device cannot 
be accomplished compatibly with the accomplishment of 
auother'a. It may he doubted whether more than half of 
the cherished designs of all human hearta be not in this 
predicament. In many instances, men are mutually aware 
of this ; each of two persons knows the other's design, and 
that the succese of the other's would infallibly be the &us- 
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tntion of his own. lu other caaea, they do not know, but 
suspect, tUs mortal coBtntriety. In nomberleas others, it 
Bxists, though unknown and unaospected. Now, suppoaing 
all men could be eet loose to accomplish in the moat direct 
way what their hearts are devising, what would be the 
conaequence ? We have partial illusttationB in the wars 
almost continual among nations or potentates; — in the 
violent strifes and quarrela which occur between little por- 
tions of the community, or individuals ; — in daring acts of 
verong or revenge. Oonaider what a grand object of study 
and provision it has been, throughout all civilized, or even 
half-civilized society, through all ages, to put a restraint 
on the execution of the devices of men's hearta. Consider 
the immense labour of legislation, — the vast array of pre- 
ventions and securities, — the univeraal conviction that there 
is devising in men's hearts what would be ruinoua if carried 
into action. 

But, what a consideration it ia, that " the deacei of a man't 
heart," taken altogether, are his scheme for being happy. 
And so, the great collective whole of the "deineet" of all 
hearts, conatitutes the grand complex scheme of the human 
race for their happiness. 

Such is the vast confused total of the devices which the 
Omniscient Searcher of hearts haa to look upon, in this 
world. And whOe he sees every part and the whole, hia 
single immense will, — hia one all-compreheudmg system of 
design, is co-eitehded (shall we aay?) with the entire 
breadth of the scene, — confronting it at every point, and, 
indeed, stretches away beyond it to infinity, — like the sky, 
expanded beyond our earth to other worlds. So that, to 
every device of all hearts, hia " covmtel" his design, exists 
parallel, whether in coincidence or opposition. In other 
words, respecting the object of every device, he has hit 
design. Now there is a world where alao this ia the case. 
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but where every " device" or deBign, in the thoughts of his 
creatnrea is coincident with his. &lorioas state I but how 
lamentably otherwise in thit world ! 

The text plainly implies a great disconformity, — a wuit 
of coalescence between the deigns of Man and God; an 
estrai^d spirit of design on the part of Man. And the 
case actually is bo in the world. It is so in two ways, or 
rather, perhaps, aay degrees; for many of the designs in 
men's hearts are fiinned indtpendenilj/ of God, — many t» 
contrariety to him. 

Firtt; inAj>endmih/ of Him. In what proportion of 
men's internal devisings may we conjecture that there is 
any real acknowledgment of Gk)d P One in ten ? One in 
twenty ? In beginning to entertain the design, there is no 
question made, Will this be approved by Him ? " It 
pleases me, and that's enough." It is not considered, that 
the scheme can come to no real good but as put under his 
direction. It is not considered, that our powers, onr means, 
our life, for the prosecution, are wholly dependent on Him. 
There is a thonghtless assumption, " I shall live, doubtless, 
long enough for any such designs. My means are so and 
bo; — competent to the purpose, I hope, — opportunities, 
Buch and such, may be reckoned on; — nothing eitraordi- 
luiry is likely to happen to frustrate. If I ghowld meet 
with ill fortune, why, it cannot be helped." The whole 
devising and prosecution are in a spirit just as if there were 
no such thing as Providence, to aid or defeat. Of course, 
there is no committing of the concern to God for his direc- 
tion and blessing. " It's all my own affwr, for better and 
worse." And there is no principle in the mind, preparing 
it to 6e grateful to Him for success, or submissive in the 
event of failure, Jfow is this a false description, as applied 
to nineteen of twenty parts of the devisings of men's 
hearts F It is deplorable, the white, thus to see dependent. 
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frail, short-aighted creatures, confidently t^ing on them- 
eelvcB the counsel, execution, and hazard, of their achcmeB 
for being happy, in the very preeence, and aa in contempt, 
of the all-wiae and Almighty Director 1 

Secondly. But even this is not the worst ; man's heart 
entertains many devices in eontrariety to GK)d. In thought- 
less and criminal ignorance, it admits suggestions of designs 
which it ought instantly to perceive to be in opposition to 
hia declared will, — to startle at, as at the betrayed visages 
of evil spirits. But it can deliberately adopt them, and set 
its faculties on adjusting the scheme, eveu when it doea 
know the device to be against the Divine approbation. It 
can prolong upon it the beat eierticna of thought to mature 
it, luider the consciousness that to seek the Divine aid and 
blessing upon it would be a flagrant absurdity. It can 
resolve upon it conclusively, under the certainty that the 
Almighty, if he do not blast it with failure, will punish both 
its success and the iniquity of devising it. Man's heart, 
therefore, can cheriah " devices" which must, sometimes, 
involve a rebellious emotion of displeasure, almost resent- 
ment, that there is a Sovereign Lord, whoae " countfl thall 

What a aublime and awful foct, that all this while, there 
is in one other Mind, which has the knowledge and com- 
mand of all things, a fixed design, respecting them ^ a 
design paramount to all designs and devices. Look at the 
vast buay multitude, each intent on his scheme ! and then 
think of Mim, serene in boundless and eternal power, sur- 
veying all this confusion of schemes, and certain that hit 
will be accomplished ! Think of the sovereign principle of 
wisdom and power in his counsel — the principle which 
makes all schemes of his creatures subservient to his de- 
sign, whether by their fulfilment or their frustration. Think 
what mdlioDB of these devices break i^, and are nothing ; 
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but both tbeir formation and annihilation contribute some- 
thing; to hia anpteme purpose. Millions are in progresa 
toward a positive result ; which result, whatever it be, will 
be taken into Am intended and infallible result. How many 
men wiU, erentualLy, be amased to see the issue of their 
Bcbemes appeariog as a part of his final success; having 
had no such intention, — having devised them in perfect 
thoughtlessness of Him, or, perhaps, in a disposition con- 
sciously adverse to his will. 

It might be beneficial, in our meditations, sometimes, to 
bring down such general ideas into particular eiempUfica- 
tiouB. A mighty assemblage of such particulars would come 
into oiur view from the scripture records ; for example, the 
" deoict " of Joseph's brethren, — of Balak, — of Ahitophel, — 
of Haman, — of the enemies of Daniel,— of Herod, — and 
even of Judas Iscariot himself. This last " device " of the 
heart was so pre-eminently execrable that it is described by 
the expression of—" Satan entering into him." And often, 
if wicked men, conceiving their designs, could suddenly be 
made sensible of their quality, they would be smitten with 
the horrible consciousness of having admitted, as it were, a 
devil into their souls,— -prompting them to the execution, — 
and, in that very impulse, pushii^ them toward Hell. 

In adverting to many of these " devioet," we may ob- 
serve, that the counsel of the Lord is, sometimes, not to 
prevent the design taking efiect, in the first instance. He 
shows, that he can let men bring their iniquitous purposes 
into efiect, and then seize that very effect, reverse its prin- 
ciple of agency, and make it produce immense unintended 
good. The wicked deviser prepares a poison, and puts the 
quality of bis soul in it to make it intense; Ood can take 
this, and make it applicable to a purpose beneficially re- 
medial. A malignant persecutor performs hia intention of 
exterminating a number of Christians ; God makes the 
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" blood of the mfirtyre the seed of the chorch." Bnt, be 
it alwaja remembered, that the evil deviser will hare no 
benefit of God's ovemibng action ; aa to him the thing mil 
ever be such as the intention was ; he will not be allowed 
to plead, " Good has, according to God's own judgment, 
resulted, — let it go to my aoconnt." He cannot say, at the 
last day, " See here, there are thoussnda of saints who 
became such, in one sense, iu consequence of what I devised 
and executed." 

^us, in many instances, God permits, for fats own 
purposes, the success, immediately considered, of evil " de- 
. meet." But, in many others, he directly frustrates them, 
as in the case of Haman. How many instances have we 
read or heard of^ in which, some sudden inm has exploded 
and blasted both the scheme and the man, — some most 
unlikely exposure, — some incident of intervention appa- 
rently casual, but iu its effect, conspicuously providential. 
Often the device has not merely failed, but recoiled 
yindiotively, retributively, on the man who had formed it. 
''The counsel of the Lord" predominates. And think how 
many " deviee»" of man's heart there are, at thia honr, for 
this sovereign counsel to predominate over. We might say 
to any man, "Consider, seriously, your internal designs, 
and then rememberwhose counsel there is besidest Sedect 
on your favonrite device, — Can you appeal to Him for his 
approbation F Are you schemiug something which con- 
science tells you is vrrong? Consider 1" At this honr 
there are men devising projects of injustice against their 
fellow mortals. Will they, can they, have any real good of 
these desigi^ whUe " ike righteom Lord " maintdns hia 
power P To some men, the children of God are objects of 
special malice, " and the wicked plotteth agintut the jutt, but 
the Lord shall laug\ at him, for he aeeth thai hie dag it 
coming." There may be a man, at this very time, contriv- 
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ing how he may traduce the character, motives, or conduct, 
of some fiuthiul aerrant of the Lord ; diligently studying 
bow he maj throw suspicion, — rrakder a misrepresentatioD 
plausible, — make an unexplained circumstance appear a 
crime. Let him look up at the awful countenance of the 
Vindicator I 

There are many men studying with all their might bow 
they may oppose religion itself, God's own cause. Some of 
them deTiaing ai^uments against its truth and reality— 
keenly intent on finding some defect of evidence — some 
contradiction, — some absurdity, — labouring, as if for the 
salvation of their souls, to throw some mist of dubiousneea 
on what is the most palpable and bright. The " eouniel of 
ike Lord " is, that his truth shall shine forth resplendently 
over the whole earth, and that tliey shall be driven into 
onter darknesss. 

Some are devising how to obatmot and baffle the practical 
measurea for promoting religion, — and, for their reward, 
they see those expedients and exertions multiplying and 
extending in a wondetful manner. There may be even 
promoters of general knowledge, who are secretly antici- 
pating, as a desirable consequence, that knowledge will 
ultimately explode religion — a mistaken calculation, it will 
be seen 1 That without which there cannot he religion, . 
Gkid will not dlow to become the cause that there shall not 
be religion. He will not suffer the general mind to be 
awakened to think, for the very purpose of not tliinlrin g ' 
of Him. 

But there may be devices in the heart, in contrariety to 
religion, of a nature less directly hostile — but tending to 
make void aome esseutial vital principle of it ; — schemes 
for obtaining the Divine favour, aatiefjing the divine justice, 
— obtaining final happiness, — on a different ground from 
that revealed as the only one — such as, the formalities of 
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Mligion, or a man's own good works. " The eounsel of the 
Lord shall ttand" that there shall be no redemption but 
tlirough the work of hia Son. 

Devices there are, also, for getting rid of the atrictneaB 
of the laws of God, qualifying and softening thein,^-equi' 
vocatiBg with conscience. But he will maintain the great 
standard inflelible (ind eternal ; and woe to those who shall 
have presumed to substitute a different one. 

And, finally, there are the many schemes entertained in 
the heart, of a nature not in opposition to God, if they bo 
but formed in submission to hia supreme disposal ; the 
variouB projects for temporal good, — the phina of life ftnd 
action. Many of these will be disappointed and fail, during: 
the fulfilment of God's own providential plan for our 
passa^ through life. What need then, in entertaining 
such schemes, to remember the uncertainty of all sublunary 
thiegs, and to resign all to His sovereign counsel, — that, 
when one device, and another, is frustrated, we may humbly 
and complacently repose in his determination as the best. 

On a view of the whole matter how important is it, that 
all the designs of the heart should, in principle, be conformed 
to the spirit of his unalterable counsel ; — that in all our 
projects we should be conscientiously and solicitously aim- 
ing at a general conformity to his will. Then we may 
rejoice in the " devices" that succeed, — and be assured that 
those which fail, do so becauq^ he has designed for un 
something better. We may even be assured, that schemes, 
fonned in a sincere intention to serve and please him, will 
not, in being frustrated, lose their reward. 

Last of all, let us remember that there is appointed a day 
when "the teerett qf all hearts will he revealed." How 
many devices which were formed and could not be carried 
into efiect, will be exposed in illustration of the spirit of 
those who fonned them ; how many black 'designs that 
« 2 
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rther than their recees in the heart, — but 
IS and exceUent ones. And so, not only the 
) " tkauyhtt and inletttt of the heart," will be 
b in the final nentenoe. 
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Mattsxw sIy. 22 — 33. Mabe vi. 45 — 60. 

" Ajid straiffhtteoff Jeaaa conatrained Am dise^leg to get into 
a sk^, and to go before him tmto ike other tide, while he 
sent the mtdliiudet attm/," &a. 

Wi might be^ bf obsemng, tiiat there needs a spedol 
dJspoaitioii, and a voluntary and eameat effort of the mind, 
to receive anything approaching to an adequate idea of such 
vondeifiil transactiona in the history of our Lord. Personn 
who reflect on the state and movements of their own minds, 
sometimes recall a striking scene which has just been ex- 
hibited to them, in the sacred hiatory, to think how they 
were affected by it at the time of reading it. And the 
wonder only thMt springs up, — a mingled wonder, partly 
at the thing itself, not till then duly admired, — end hardly 
a less wonder at themselves, that they should not have ' 
been more struck and amazed by what was presented to 
their attention. An.d they become conscious, (and reproach 
themselves for it,) that they did not give their full and fixed 
attention to the wonderful object. If they proceed to ask 
themselveB, why, — how, this could be, they may find several 
oausea ; but the chief one ia a criminal one — the want of a 
a serious habit of mind, — and so, of the requisite sensibility 
and aptitude to take strong impressions of great things. 
A serious and religions habitude of mind ia the indispen- 
sable adaptation for receiving the full impression. 
But, besides this, there is required, as we said, an effort 
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to bring the mind to a close and intimate contemplation of 
the object or the eceae, — an. endeaTour. to look on it as 
near and as thougMfully aa poBsIble, — to hare imagined 
bow it would hare been to bare actually seen and beard. 
It ia grievooB to reflect, wliat a difference is made by 
distance of time and place. Wben we teel assured that 
the thing was to, what does it, in reality, signify that it is 
not now, and here T When our bouIb can go out through 
all time and place, shall they, neTertbeleas, be 80 dependent 
on immediate impreBsions on the aensea P The mind might 
Burely say, " "What fu;e time, and place, and actual seeing, 
and healing, to me, while I com realize within myself the 
important transaction, or spectacle, which the infallible 
testimony describes to me P " 

It may, indeed, be of no material consequence whether 
we do this, with- re^ct to many striking and wonderfiil 
things which are related and described to us. But, 
assuredly, it is of very great consequence when we come 
to Biich things as the amazii^ erents. related to us in the 
sacred history ; and, above all, those recorded of our Lord, 
in his visit and eojoum upon this earth. At each wonderful 
event in that hiatory, let the reader pause and ask, "What 
• was this for, with respect to the people who beheld it? 
Wliat was the feeling required in iheta when they witnessed 
it ? What feeling was it, which it was contemptible, and 
even wicked, for them not to have, at the time P " He can 
tell; and he reproaches them,— perhaps is astonished at 
them, if th^ appear not to have felt such impressions. 
" Well, hut then," let him say, " how do these great events 
concern me 7 What for, does the Divine testimony bring 
them to me P To amuse me P or merely to fill up a little 
space in history ? What for T They are to eerti^, to me, 
the Divine commission of Jesus Christ, — to i^play to me 
the power, the goodness, tlie glory of the Son of God, — to 
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nhaw me what an important, what a magnificeBt, what an 
awiiJ concern, was that of human saltation, and of miae ; 
and that is a permanent concern, through time, and to 
eternity. But then, these grand events are aa important 
WHO, as they were then ; aa important to me, as they were 
to the pereom who lived then, and actually witnesaed them. 
But then, ^ain, with what manner of attention, and 
impreesion, should I now contemplate these wondrous 
transactions in the life, and at the death, of the Divine 



Such reflections will bring reproach upon us, fox that 
slightness of attention, and indifference of feeling, with 
wUch we are apt to read the wonderful events id the life 
of Christ ; and will show, that we need be excited to an 
effort and exercise of mind, to realize to ourselvea more 
distinctly, forcibly, impressiTely, those memorable events and 
transactions, when ^ read the account of them. We should 
endeavour, for the time, to constrain our utmost attention 
to the scene placed before us ; strive to place ourselves, 
in thought, as if there; pointedly observe the circum' 
stances ; conceive bow we might or ought to have felt, if 
we could have been actual witnesses ; think how insensate 
it would have been, — «hat very atones we should have been 
if wonder had not seized us, — if instruction had not 
beamed into oar spirits, — if love and admiration of the 
great "Wonder-worker had not filled our minds. In such a 
serious effort, and not forgetting to implore the Divine 
influence, we should often find, that any one of the great 
transaotions would stand displayed before us in a stronger 
and more instructive light, thut in the too ordinary manner 
of their passing before ub. 

Let UB, for a few moments, tiy to exempli^ this in the 
instance of the short narration we began by reading. It is 
given with that unrivalled simplicity which pervades all the 
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cyai^elic luBtoiy, and which was befitting the histarkne of 
TT'tn who spake Bad acted in a manner quite distinct from 
that of au; otKer that ever dwelt on earth. It is such a 
manner of relating, as leaves those who can impute con- 
trivance, fiction, and imposture, no pretension to honettj/, 
eicept at the cost of losing all pretension to pereepd&n. 

Our Lord had just performed one mightj miracle, that (^ 
feeding five thousand persona with five loaves and two 
fishes, — a miracle in one view, of a more palpably direct, 
immediate, and decided character, than even the descent of 
the manna in the wilderness ; that is to say, there was more 
plainly no room, if we may so espress it, for the Divino 
agency to interpose the operation of any natural cause, as 
we are accustomed to call it. N^ot that, in the case of ths 
manna, it is possible, in the smallest degree, to conceive cf 
any natural cause that could intervene ; but there was, at 
least, much more space of time for an operation on the 
material elements, and the efiect was not wrought so directly 
under human observation. Here, in the case of our Lord's 
miracle, the fact wae, plainly, under the immediate sight of 
a vast multitude of people, that a certain small quantity of 
bread and fish was, within one hour, an immensely greater 
quantity. This done, the multitudes were sent away. 

Now, after such a transaction, how long, would it be 
thought, might the performer of such amasing works inter- 
mit, and, as it were, repose from, his mighty operations t 
Beholding him as a man, amidst this stupendous agency, wd 
might have had a transient feeling as if he should subside, 
for a while, into quiescence, — take some time to enjoy, &r 
a space, the glory and the triumph, and receive, in a digni- 
fied inactivity, the honours due from the people, as the 
performers of grand worldly exploits did. But no ; we feel 
no Burpriae, to see him, a few hours afterwards, giving another 
display of his sublime power, in a quite different n 
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Befiecf), here, what a tribute ve iuvolimtarily pay, (and, 
indeed, too often without conaideration,) to his peculiar and 
gloriooB character. We take it as all in but right order, 
quite natural, and almost of course, that he should per- 
tbrm prodigies of superhuuiau power, almost as the ordinary 
course of his action. We never think of him as rifiing 
above himself in these mighty achievements, and then 
subsiding down to the level of mortaHty and humanity, till 
a mighty power should come on him again, to raiae him to 
meet some great and extraordinary occasion. We never 
thhik of him as needing to make his grand performacces 
rare, — to give them an interval to collect the due admi- 
ration. Whence ia this, but that we have a settled estimate, 
OF, at least, impression of hia character, as entirely different 
firom that of any other visitant on earth, and transcendently 
superior F But here comes a perversity of our minds, — 
namely, that we regard these astonishing works, in their 
crowded frequency, as ao proper for him to do, and bo easily 
and familiarly within his power, that we do not duly feel 
how marvellous they are. How ill-conditioned ia the 
human spirit ! If his mighty works had been but few, the 
sentiment would have been, that it bad become auch a 
being as the Messiah was predicted, and professed, to be, 
and come to the world on so awM and sublime a purpose, 
to have performed many more. But, on the contrary, they 
crowd upon us in rapid succession, and then, — they are 
only so appropriate to him and his grand office, — eo natural, 
BO much of courae for him to perform, that we are the less 
sensible how wonderful they are in themselves I We want 
to Boe the energy of agonizing difficulty, and the pomp of 
display, to excite our admiratioii. But we are diverting 
from our immediate subject. 

In the evening, the multitudes went away, and he con* 
strained his disciples to enter into a ship to cross the Lake. 
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How totallj tuawaro wnre all they of what was laminonsl^ 

before hia mind, as to be transacted a few hours later ! 

One has often been Btmck with the idea of the tolitvde of 

Lord's spirit. How many thii^ incommimicable, of 

1 there could be no mortal participator. What thonghts, 

a profound cooscloaaDesB, that could not be unfolded 
17 human intelligence. And how mvtaj things in his 
1 of the nearer and the remoter future, ou which he 
t to be silent. He was mysterioualj' and internally 
I, whoever might be with him. In this instance he 
I to be personally alone, and commanded the departure 
1 disciples. 

may be conceived that the dignity of our Lord's 
cter required that sometimes all mortal society should 
\ from him ; that they should be made to feel, that he 
ged not always to them; — that he must sometimeB 

employments preeminently sacred, and withdrawn 
all mortal witness or approach. He, therefbre, sought 
urk veil of deepest solitude, secluded in the loneliness 
lesert mountain, and the shades of night, His employ* 
there was prayer. In what strain we can never know, 
ihould vainly conjecture. It is presumable that some 

prayers must have been of a nature infinitely peculiar, 
ally different from all other prayer ever offered upon , 

With our beli^ in his Divine nature, we are met 
. idea of something mysterious and enigmatical in the 
f bis praying. It is almost inevitable to admit tha 
;ht, that some of his communications with the Almighty 
L be more expressly in that character than such of his 
ional expressions as are recorded to have been uttered 
) hearing of his disciples. At all events, the solemni- 
>f intercourse with the Deity formed an admirable 
action between what he had done and what he was 

to do, — a dignified employment of the interval. And, 
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on all iiccouDtB, this worship waa the Bublimeet and the 
purest that ever ascended &om this earth to the Almighty. 
And it was a worship by One who had a world's eternal 
JntereBts depending on him, — iovolyed in what he did. 

He could have remained all night in anch occupation and 
such a desert. But another BC«ne required his presence. 
His diaciples might have wondered what his design could 
be, and when, and how, they should meet with him again. 
Though the Lake of Qeimeearet (or " aea of Galilee," op 
"aea of Tiberias") was only five or six miles acroBs, they 
had been, in their small vessel, labouring against adverse 
wind and water, many hours ; for it was now several hours 
after midnight. That they had not Him with them ia the 
tempest, would augment their distress and dismay. They 
probablybadnot yet attainedthefiiith that he could, absent, 
preserve them in defiance of the storm and the billows. 
While they were thus employed and alarmed, their atten- 
tion was suddenly seized by something else than the storm, 
and which even made them inaensible to the tumult of the 
raging elements. 

Kow, how important a faculty to ns is Imagination,— and 
yet at best how feeble and deficient I We want to place 
onrselvea in the condition of seeing, suddenly, this strange 
spectacle, which " they all taw." Think of being in this 
vessel, in the midst of this commotion, and, seeing a human 
figure, positively such, though with the indistinctness of the 
faint light of night or earliest dawn, — this figure vrolking 
over the suites, nnaided by any solid support, perfectly at 
ease, with an entire command of its action I — a being that 
'Waa on other terms with those elements than any frail 
mortal man— perfectiy absolved from the laws under which 
oil men are subjected to them, — think of such an app^ 
rition 

The emotion of the disciples would be heightened by 
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perceiving that (he portentous figure had them in riew. 
They would apprehend that a power and an action eo 
myBteiiouB were directed, in some manner, on them. And 
their tenor interpreted, that thia form, and thia action, 
came in a,vrfa[ aUiance with the tempest. They probably 
imagined that they saw the very spirit of the storm — a 
power which actuated these elements to violence. In this 
object, therefore, they saw concentrated aU that was alarm- 
ing in the tempest, — insomuch that the tempest itself 
became secondary in their apprehension. Their irresiBtible 
impression was, that it was " a tpiriti." a clear proof that 
it was the established popular belief that spirits sometimes 
made themselvea visible to mortal eyes; (a persuasion 
which has preroiled over the whole world, and could not 
BO have prevailed without a foundation in truth). It 
is ahuDst always a dreaded phenomenon ; because we have 
no power over apirita, and they may have a fearful power 

The portentous figure, having approached the tobsoI, 
proceeded in a direction to go by and pass away. That 
indication might not give any relief to their fears. For 
their doom might but have been sealed by this fearlul form 
having approached them, and looked upon them. He might 
be now passing away to leave them to their inevitable fate. 
Observe, in all thia, what a decided impression there is on 
human minds, that the beings of another world are their 
superiors. Not only heroes and philosophers have trembled 
at the apprehension (and infidels and blasphemers too), bat 
the holiest men, and the greatest propbeta, have felt an 
awful emotion at the sense of their presence. And it is well 
there should be this impression of the superiority of Bpiriti, 
though it may he often mingled with superstition. " S« 
Kent" (Mark says) " at if ke mould have parsed by them." 
He would thus give the completed proof that he was inde- 
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pendent and master of the element; he needed not the 
ship, — was at home on the tempoBtuooa deep. 

He still, however, waa very near, though not near enough 
for them to recognize his peraon ; — and when the terror of 
the diaciplea had reached the last point of human endurance, 
he kindly spoke to them (in a voice pretematurallj strong 
but which they knew), — " It m I, be not qfraid," 

Shall we take this for an emblem, and divert to the 
obaerration, that we mortals, that our souls — in this ainful 
atate and world, are involved in &x more formidable perils 
than those of a tempestuous sea, — and tliat we need just ' 
the same deliverer, in his loftier character of Bedeemer? 
How necessary that men should become alarmed at their 
danger. And when they are so in genuine earnest, and cry 
oat — He, the very same, says, " Be not afraid, — I am 
here." 
"Wben he so spoke to the disciples, what delightfiil ac- 

■ cents, to be heard through the roar of the storm ! And 
when all the terror was seized just in its fiiU strength, and 
converted into grateful adoration — what an energy of piety!" 
Peter was so elated that he entreated to he called to meet 

' his Lord on the waves. We may donbt whether, in a pe^ 
son of cooler temperament this request would not have been 
sinAit. Christians should never seek extraordinary trials of 
their fiuth, when there is no duty to summon them. Their 
faith will then ftal. And Peter incurred a practical rebuke 
of hia hasty presumption on his faith ; he was soon made to 
feel that it was far lees than he had been confident it was. 
But this rebuke, both in fact and words, was accompanied 
by the mercy which stretched out a powerful hand to save 
him. It should have made bJTn more cautious afterwards in 
his avowals, his too self-confident boastings, of what he 
would do and dare for his Master. " O thou of little JaitA," 
he said. Observe, faith is proved to be vcjy defective 
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vhenerer creatureB are more dreaded than the Sovereign 
Lord of all creatoieB is trusted. 

He entered into tlis ship, as it appears, while the tempest 
waa atill raging. And never was the intervention of a pow- 
erful friend and bene&otor more welcome, — excepting (if 
we may once more turn the history into emblem), excepting 
when he comes to the soul under the terrors of guilt; ot 
anticipating the temos of death. But hete, again, he 
changed their joy into an overwhelming amazement. They 
had just admitted the joyfol hope that he would enable 
them to weather and escape the storm. But, quite diSerent 
from this ; the consequence of his coming into the veaeel 
waa, that instantly there waa a perfect calm, and the next 
moment they were miraculously brought to land. For 
John says (vL 21), " Immediateljf the ship waa at the land 
iehither theg went," They were overwhdmed again. This 
appeared to them, too much, almost, to be believed. There 
is more than intimated a strong censure of this feeling; < 
and obeerve, by one of themselvea, that ia the relater, — 
" Jbr they eontidered not the miracle S{f the loavet, for their 
heart wai hardened," (Mark vi. 62.) It is a charge of cri- 
minal dulness, and inaction of intellect. They would not 
have been bo astonished, if they had properly reflected on 
the precediog miracle. Their having seen him exercise a 
power that could create, ought to have prepared them m)t 
to bo amazed, to this almost increduloua degree, at the sight 
of a leas demonstration of power. 

But men are not creatures of thought and reflection. 
That which ia connected with tumult and material 
magnificence, and where there is a migh^ impression on 
the senses, strikes them as greater than a calmer phe- 
nomenon, in which thought, wisdom, may perceive atill 
sublimer evidence of greatness and power. 

However, it ended right; for they worshipped him as 
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" trtdy ike Son qfsBod" with a ooDTiction, a Bolemnitf, and 
an ardour, which we may veil believe wonld have expected 
hmdly less than the lightnings of Heaven to &11 on anj 
one who should have dared to deny it. He accepted, as in 
evei7 such instance he did, this worship, bj this solemn 
title. He went on land, was recognized by the people, 
{" ttraigitviay (key knew Aim," that is, he was known,) and, 
in prosecution of his grand commissioa and caireer, pro- 
ceeded to new laboura, new inBtnictions to illununate the 
people, and new miiacles to coQTiuce them. 
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"Will a man rob Qod?" 



I of God has been that men ahould have 

on certain conditions, belonging to them 
heir own. But there has always been a 
BJty to break through thia great law. This 
rand grierance and mischief, through all time 
a, — among all orders of men, each in their 
narchs among the rest. To restrain it, by 
oent, baa been a chief object of human law- 
rith very imperfect Buccess, as we know too 
fould the condition of society be, if there 
laws, and i^ in no other way, punishment 
rehendcd F We do not at all wonder at this 

practice, with respect to property as among 
'e, in the text, is another kind of robbeiy, 
nd strangely ; of which many may be guilty 

of it. 

' — it might be said,—" who could ever think 
Monstrous ? — the very idea, the very words, 

that crime could be committed, what would 
ut how can it be P Tet it seems it can bo, 
words are, " But ye have robbed me." IFrue 
s no ascending to heaven on such an ent«r>- 
tan himself, with all his {h-eadfiil army, (the 
irho once were there,) can do that. How 



Dig t,z^=;,. Google 



-tim-^?iilii 



BOBBEBT 07 GOD. ' 241 

much less, if this were worth saying, any dariug, miserable 
i-ebels of the mortal tribe 1 But, indeed, what ia there in 
heaven that wicked men could wish to taie ? Why, they 
will not take the trouble to ask from heaven the Tery best 
things that are there! Nay, they will not even have them 
given, — they are offered, and offered in vain. 

But, we are to be reminded that heaven is not the only 
domain of God's vast property. All here on earth belongs 
to him as well. And so, it is in the midst of things . 
belonging to bim that we are conversant, hving and acting. 
Look and see what there ia that does not belong to him ; 
with no mark on it to tell, so that, " We may do what we 
will with this, without any regard to him." But, now, if 
all belongs to God, there comes in the liability to commit 
robbery against him. For, it may be, that there shall be no 
general habitual sense and acknowledgment of his sovereign 
claims; no feeling that all does so belong. This is the 
comprehensive spirit and principle of the wrong toward 
him, and will go into many special foims ; this state of 
mind is a general refusal to acknowledge his Jaw ; it says to 
him, " Do not thou interfere with us here. Do not be 
telling us that this and that, anything, everything, belongs 
to thee. Be content to insist on thy -rights, — thy dues, — 
somewhere else, — in heaven, — anywhere but here. Here 
we are, in a place that is our own ; — and we toill have it our 
own way ; — let not a foreign hand be laid on the things." 
This is taking, as it were, the whole ground at once from 
God, and assuming a licence for every particular act and 
kind of robbery. "Under the predominance of this spirit, it 
does "not signify what one kind, specifically, be may tell us 
he has a right to ; there is one answer for all cases. As if a 
man had obtained wrongful possession of a tra«t of land, 
and the person whose right it was should assert his right at 
one time to a particular building on it, at another to a firuit 
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well, Ac, — the usurper would say, "I sh^ not 
about this particular and that — I refuaa the whole 

ig to a more particular account of what may justly 
I "robbing Qod" we may aay, that it is so, for anj- 
be suffered to have a stronger power over us than 

BO that, that shall have from ua what his will 
not ; whether it be our own inclinations, — or the 

of' men, or the spirit, cuatoms, example, of the 
These are strong powers, — and are sure to array 
es, in many instances, against the will of Qod. In 
liar case, bia will ia declared ; — requires so and ao. 
says one of these evil powers, "not so, it shall be 
Which do we obey ? " Not so ;" again in another 
ja another of them. These are plainly in a con- 
hat we shall "roi" him. The question is, do we 
th tbem, — yield to them P if we do, we take on our- 
le guilt of robbery ; — the guilt of all the wrongs to 
ch these incite us to. 

should be conscientious care to form a right, honest, 
t, of what is due, of what belongs, to Ood. This 
cannot be made out in the same exact manner as 
lintmente under the Jewish economy, the thmg 
to in the text ; nothing, in them, was left to de- 
1. But in our case, there requires a serious, sui- 
■cise of thought ;— such thinking (in point of grave 
ent attention) as an intelligent upright worldly 
Id employ on some important afiair to be adjusted 
himself and another party. "We are to consider, 
are nothing, and have nothing, but from him ; 
BO much, or so much, of any kind of service would 

too much to give to him, — (why too much ?) — 
that measure, where perhaps our inclination would 
lid not be too little ;-~would it not, let c< 
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honestly aay. What says the Divine Word P what aay tha 
beat eiampleaP Thus the sincere mind may come to a 
judgment as to vhat it is that it 'would be robbing Qod to 
withhold from him. 

It hardly needs be added, that this guilt is incurt«d by 
misapplying to other uses what is due to him. As If a 
Jew, of whom, ou any occasion, a slaiu beast was required, 
as a burnt offering, had said (and done so), "Why not, 
instead, use it in the sustenance of my family ;-~or in hospi- 
tality to my Iriends, — or, give it to the poor and needy ?" 

But, a few plain particulars should be specified, of what 
we cannot withhold Irom God without this guilt. One, 
plainly at fi»t sight, ia, a very considerable proportion oi 
thought concerning Him. What an amazing multitude oi 
thoughts passing in and out of the mind ! Thousands, 
perhaps. In a single day ! It is a duty to see to them, what 
they are about; many of them come independently of will; 
yet the will has a large power and responsibility, for, we 
can think of what we choose. To a great extent, the 
thinking is necessitated by things to be done ; but, after 
all, there remains a great deal just for roluntary choice. 
And here, how much is due to Glod F to him who has given 
the very power of thinking P Is a Utile thinking, — a shght 
occasional thought — enough P how should it, in all reason, 
be enough. Such thinking implies that the subject (in 
any case) is indifferent or insignificant ; at least to ns. 
Look at the small proportion of thought about Gtod, and 
then ask, what is the greatest, strongest reason for think* 
lug of anything P Look at it, and cansider, — is this in 
any proportion to what God ia P to the fact of his inti- 
mate constant presence P la it in any due proportion tc 
what he has said to us p in any proportion to what we 
depend on him for ? to what we deaerre from him P to what 
we ahall receive from him ? if quite the contrary, then wo 
" rob &od." B 2 
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Fear, of the deepest most solema kind, is due to Ood. 
"We have, naturally, an awe of power ; to feel none of it, 
in the presence of the greatest conceiTahle earthly power, 
would be deemed (if, indeed, it were possible) rather as 
stupidity than courage. But, what ia the right habit of 
feeUng toward a Power to which all other power, all in the 
universe, is nothing p— a power awfiiUy holy, at the same 
time, in nature, and in requirement. Will, then, a diminu- 
tive, frail, sinful, creature say (in effect;) — "Even ao; — 
here, nevertheless, is ao impregnable being that trembles 
not, — a fortified breast, invaded by no awful emotions, — 
cool, intrepid, undismayed, while otiaighty energy is in 
action all aromid it, — aa a rock proudly standing up in a 
boundless ocean, regardless of the will, the sanctity, the 
commands, the tbreatenlngs, of the Infinite Power, — making 
no account of his long forbearance to destroy, — indifferent 
to aU. consequences, or rather, braving themF" "Sob 
Qod!" "Why, that is the faintest description; it ia to 
defy ! How frightful to consider, that this, more thim all 
this can express, or feebly shadow out, ia the actual con- 
dition of innumerable minds all around us. 

But there aro other tributes due, corresponding to what we 
may call the more attractive and gracious attributes. "Will 
a man " refuse the gentler affections — love, ffratitude, humble 
reliance? These affections are to be given, — to go out, — to 
something. And are they just to go out to a few inferior 
objects close around us, and stop there, quite absorbed? 
Do they there lose their warmth tmd force of emanation, ao 
that they can go no further F Is it that the immense great- 
ness of the Divine goodness, beni£cence, kiadnesa, mercy, 
chills them, repels them P Do they shrivel and wither under 
such a glorious sunshine ? Is it, then, to the perfect excel- 
lence, the supreme goodness, the transcendent beauty, that 
the soul of man is to be indifferent and insensible P IVhat, 
to love something, must it be of a low and little nature. 
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imperfect, imcertam, uneatisfactorjr, and eren tainted with 
aiaP or, must it be ain, ita very eelf F Oh, it is a sad aud 
most hateful condition of our nature ! 

As to the claim to gratitude, — let a man think what one 
single day's care of Gcd over him is worth; and, to judge 
of it, let him imagine, if he can, the suspension, the with- 
drawment, jmj for one moment, and the consequences ! 
There would be an instant rush into ruin — into nothing ; 
no time for him to catch, in falling, at the aid of any 
inferior supporter; he would be precipitated down and 
perish. The ^Divine instniction sent to him, what is that 
worth ? One espression, token, of mercy to him as a 
sinner, what is that worth f One gracious promise to him, 
as a feeble, endangered, mortal creature; what is that 
worth P But, then, the collective value of the whole of fdl 
these things ! And will he refuse the due of gratitude P 

There is, again, the sense and the habit that should be 
maintained in exercise, of dependence on God. A man 
(suppose) has to make a very long journey, through a 
region he has never traveraed. He says, " What have I 
to reckon and depend upon f What are my means to start 
with ? What will be my resting places when tired f What 
my shelter in case of storms p What guides shall I have 
when in intricacy or perplexity p What means of defence 
in perils P How I do wish I had some friendly, sagacious, 
courageous, person, to go with' me I" Now, here is the 
condition of our journey throogh this world ; and, on this 
dangerous enterprise, God claims to be acknowledged and 
sought to as our aU-sufficient Guardian. What shall we 
say to him P for we must, that is practically, answer some- 
thing. He is to be acknowledged or disowned, as the great 
Patron, Protector, and Guide. Shall we say, — " No j we 
can bestow our confidence more desirably. It is too much 
to be under the continual necessity of having recourse to 
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we are not to plan, calculate, purgue, or even 
spendenCB on him, with invocation of him ; — 
Qch interference. Hia offering himseif as our 
tor, is but, in another form, insiBting on being 
our Maeter. It will involve an interdict, a 
I recourse to some other kinds of aaaiatance. 

be allowed the privilege, taken by tbose 
ited in Samaria, who worshipped the Lord 
I their own gods, "Why may not our own 

and abihty be competent? And we may 

not want for friends. "We see people do 
)od in the world without this constant refer- 
irse to God; and why should not weP If 
)e difficulties, grievMicea, aflictiona in life, 
hope for the beat for encountering them, 
all, no doubt we may do wisely, when every- 

to have recourse to the help and the mercy 

is flagrantly to " roh Ood." 

I to look further, at the full breadth of the 
' God; the comprehensive aura of his com- 
l scheme of the dictates of the Divine Will, 
lorUy before us, and abiding there, as per- 
il view of the surfece of the earth, or the 
srally so, as our Lord declares, " 2MI heaven 
one Jot or one tittle tkall in no toiae pius from 
, unhappily, we are so apt to view this aa 

wiikout us; not feeling, emphatically, that 
within us; that is, the rights, the claims of 
lat whole extent. This, if seriously reflected 

what an extent we are liable to " r(A Ood." 
very precept tells of something we may re- 
ly, the obedience; and a temptation stands. 

Sach one, making the demand for him of 
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sotuething in us, Eeema alao to say, " Wilt thou deny 
himf" Another, and another, etill speaks ia the same 
authoritatire tone. But oh I then, what an amount of 
vrong we may commit, and be conricted of, against the 
greatest Being, and the best ! 

There are some that seem to " rob Sod" of nearly all. 
And with so determined a wiU, that there would seem but 
to need some more precepte (if that might be), for them to 
extend their injustice. 

Others, not so hold in this wrong, thini they must render 
tomethin^, hut that a partial tribute, and a small one, may 
BuiGce. They wish to have something to allege to him, in 
proof that they do, in some way, acknowledge his rights. 
As in the case of some legal contracts, where there is to ho 
some trifling, nominal, payment, merely aa acknowledgment 
— a pepper-com rent. And this partial acknowledgment so 
rendered will probably he, in those points of obedience, 
where there ia the least of effort, of sacrifice, or of tempta- 
tion to the contrary. And a kind of mock-humility may 
be saying in excnee — " "Why, all we could or can do were 
moat imperfect, and partial, and little, at the best, and 
surely the difierence cannot be essentially important be- 
tween a little, and a little lest." At the same time, that 
same little that is rendered (and least inconTeuient to ren- 
Aer) wiD bo highly magnified. 

Many appear to think that if they do not rob men (if 
they render to them what is due)( there needs not much 
care about what is specially and directly dae to God. As 
if they should say, " This (to men) is care and trouble 
enough in all reason;" or, " nothing can really be given to 
Hjm, — or be called deprivation if withheld ; — no injury can 
be inflicted. He wants nothing' from any of his creatures. 
To his greatneas and happiness, anything that men can 
render or withhold, wonld not be the fraction of an atomj— r 
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litelj^ leea than a Bmall cottager's tax to the 
light J monarch." 

be simply to deny and explode the essential 
he relation in which a dependent creature 
y stand to its Creator, Preserver, Bene- 

uune time let be remembered that it ia not 
ce (in any eeose intelligible to ua) that <jk>d 
image, service and obedience. It ia for our 

all the things he reijulreB will be for our 
hereafter, not only because he will so, but by 

the case. To be conformed to the will of 
lelighted in performing serrjcea to him, — to 
rith the love of holiness, and all that is good, 
sin,— this would be to be happy (in heaven 
ire required. 

will come to be found, that in robbing God, 
sly and fatally rob themaelves. Deluded 
imagine it is to be just so much gain .to 
id in a certain, immediate, but disaatrous 
In refusing obedience to a Divine precept, 
hatever gratification there can be in the sin ; 
he forbidden fmit tasted deliciously to our 
The time, that might be employed in serious 
, they have for amusements, &c. The appli- 
ly — we mean of such portion of it as would 
ig to Gk)d, and is robbed from him, either by 
1 expenditure, or by parsimonious, insatiable 

Svch profit is there of robbing God; but 
ctter be found when it comes to the account P 
ia cousideration, that which God has been 
bem, he cannot have for them, aa a treasure 
e ofieringa and services sent up to him &om 
;b here below. It will have sunk into the 
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earth, or goae to the winda, or, been given to tlie Great 
Eaemy. 

After thus inaiating on the preceptive ecoaomy we are 
. under, — ou law, duty, obedience, ia it necessary to introdude 
a caution agdnat Ugality? against the phariaaic notion of 
merit in rendering to God what ia due to him p If it be, 
there ia, instantly at hand, the obaerration, that self- 
righteousneas ia a flagrant robbery of God. In mattera of 
duty and obedience, we have to approach him, so to speak, 
on the side of justice, (and it ia, with so miserably imperfect 
an obedience at the beat, that a claim for justification 
advanced upon it would be repelled by that justice, and 
blaated aa with flames;) — then, for acceptance, aolely on 
the aide of mercy, aa manifested to ua in the mediation of 
Christ, Thia is announced to us in every posaihle form of 
emphatic declaration. Then, a legal, self-righteous claim 
for acceptance and justification, how dees it bear on the 
mercy of God i It plainly tells him he shall not have the 
glory of saving by pure mercy, — shall not receive onr 
grat«ful acknowledgments of free, superabounding grace, — 
that we know better than to ascribe such an effusion of 
goodness to him. It tells our Lord and Saviour that the 
loity language of the gospel concerning his great work, 
ought to be abated, — that he must be satisfied with a very 
limited gratitude, inaamuch as we could nearly do without 
him. Nov, this would be the moat fatal conjunction of the 
two kinds of robbery — of God, and of ourselves. 

But then, again, there is the same wrong against God in 
an opposite form; that is, when men take advantage of 
grace and mercy to exempt themaelves &om the obligations 
of duty, as dictated by the Divine law. As if they should 
say, " K we are to pay such large tribute to the attribute of 
mercy, we will balance it, by withholding that to justice ; — 
it is too much, equally to honour two attributes j — by the 
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Lite being eatiafLed, the other shall be silenced ; — 
resume to speak to us of duty, we will reply bv 
ee grace." But, from what cause waa the grand 
)n of grace, in the appointment of the Mediator ? 
it because there had been a fearful breach of the 
1 ; for remedy of which — that so awful a fact 
: be permitted to pass, as if in defiance of God — a 
mazing kiad of interposition was absolutely neces- 
d shall this very mediation, appointed for this 
in, be perrerted to the horrid purpose of abro* 

authority of that very law F 

xime to an end. We mentioned, in veiy general 
ae things as due to God ; to specify particulare 
ess; but we will name one (as bearing on the 
ur present meeting), that is, the duty ofpTomoting 
of Ghd in the wtyrld. That cause being in the 
re is, in Si» estimate (in which he cannot be mis- 
ne certain amount of what is due Irom men, in 

of it — due, therefore, to Him. Now, it might be 
>le revelation, if He were to declare that amount, 
let it against what is rendered. And if each pro- 
vant of God, and follower of Christ could be 
to be asked, — " Will you have your individual 
3 statement set before you V he must be a bold 
ihould, instantly, and free from all apprehension, 
, I am sure of what it will testify," For instance, 
I sees that religious good, in his neighbourhood, 
lone by him, in various ways, or one way, if he 
activity, liberality, &o. A man who sees worthy 
-commeoeed trials to do good, struggling, almost 
idep difficulties which he could effectually aid. A 

if he could be content with less of state, and 

style, in his mode of life, might afford much to 
lause. A man who is economically and euccess- 
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fiilij saving, and thinks he may as well save God'a share 
with the rest ; op even does not reoolleot that any accounts 
are kept in heaven. We hardly need specify, a quite 
opulent man, continually augmenting his wealth ; but, 
though a professed Christian, regarding the slenderest out- 
goings for the cause of God as quite enough. One has 
come in the way of knowing, here and there, divera such 
individuals, — members of Christian churches — punctual in 
attendance on ordinances, — ("fills up his place,") — very 
regular in their conduct, free from the ordinary and ei- 
ternal vices, — but, while perfectly well known to be vastly 
rich, not less notorious for niggardly parsimony in their 
contributions to the cause of God — plainly "robbers of 
God." Now, I cannot pretend to knote much of tie right 
formation and discipline of ckvrches, hut if does al-wm/s 
appear to me, that there tntist be aomething very tmtound in 
the constitution of a chtireh that retains auoh a member. 
They are expected, and justly so, to exercise discipline in 
various things very censurable, but not of the worse kind, 
(great imprudences, temporary lapses under sudden tempta- 
tion or provocation, injurious actions of a minor degree, &c.) 
But here ia a great flagrant Idolateb in their communion, 
who might just as well go on his kneeB,and literally worship his 
gold and silver, if put in the form of an image; (hia objection 
to have it put in that form would be that it would pay " no 
interest!" yet he would affect to admire Shadrach, Meshach, 
imd Abed-nego I) — and yet, it would be thought a fanatical 
excess to rise up and assert that he is no fit member. 

But however, we have no great number of '■'passing rich " 
men in our dissenting societies; and must mainly depend 
on persons of moderate (some of them very moderate) 
means. The claims come, indeed, very often, — the stronger 
needs to be the impression whose claims they are, and the 
assurance, that though men can give to God " only of what 
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10 accepts it, lees as the paTment; of a debt, 
bate of love to him. For it ia remarkable 
if generous language ia employed by him. 
certainty that ivhat ia given to his cause 
^hole account, no loss. What men in a 
ir to God, will come hack to them herei or 
fter, in a manner to testify that their Lord 

gifU or Qod are without repent<mee," so 
> God he vnfhoiU repenianee." 
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" Who hath detpUed the day of small things ? " 

Thh question auppoaea the actual thing ioquirod for, 
namely, that there are such perBOns. It is not one of the 
queations which impl; the answer that none have done the 
thing descrihed ; as for example, the question, " Who hath 
directed the Spirit of the Lord, or being his eowntellor hath 
taught him?" leaiah xl. 13, 

!For, the contempt of small begimtiuga has been quite a 
common feeling. We have on instance in the case which 
the text stands against — ^the founding of the second temple, 
after the return of the Jews from Babylon. And any tract 
of History affords examples. Divers of the great powers, 
and influential systems, good or evil, that have bad a 
mighty effect, have in their apparent insignificant origin, 
been despised. Sometimes an individual, entering on life 
in a mean condition, neglected, depressed, iU-treatod, bas 
risen to great power over the politick or intellectual 
condition of mankind. Christianity itself, in even the 
person of ita glorious Founder, was " despised and r^ected 
of men." The apostles and primitive Christiana were 
regarded as the " offacouring of all things." The contempt 
entertained for the slender beginnings of such grand move- 
ments, continued tiU they became great enough to be 
dreaded and hated; contempt. was ofteA affected still; there 
was a forced laugh through the dark disturbed looks of 
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ition and apprehension. We may thua see the 
>n of the text ansvered, both in reference to the 
beginningB of things magnificently good, and of such 
) been indifferent or bad. 

; our object is to comment exclusively on the 
cy in men to indulge contempt for good things in the 
!8B and weakness of their beginnings and early 

case with our world is, that man, having lost hia 
1 goodness, was thenceforth to be under an economy 
ipline for his correction and partial restoration; but 
[6 operation for this was not to be sudden, — rapid — 
elming— umversal ; — not one comprehensiTe stu- 
LS miracle of transformation. No ; the divine 
I was (the lact shows it) that the work so grand ir 
d result, should be, by various processes, commencing 
irent periods of time, and parts of the world — and 
ncing in an apparent littleness of agency, power and 
90 as to appear, in human judgment, incompetent to 
at purpose, — struggling with difficulties, — slowly 
isive, — gradually combining, as springs and rills find 
'ay to combine in nvers, and rivers Ml into con- 
, in their magnificent progress to the ocean. 
y has the Sovereign "Wisdom appointed it soP 
Human wisdom is reduced to silence. The 
ig mind may look, with long intensity on the 
f, but there is no gleam or glimmer through the 
ss. And none can tell how far it is through that 
ss to the region of hght. A consequence or two, 
T, of the case being ho, may be noted. It is a 

discipline for the servants of God, as agents, in a 
luae, as it brings their principle of obedience under a 
lain, unequivocal proof ; they render a more simple 
ice, (more on the bare principle of obedience)--^ 
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plain, direct submuision to authority and command. It is a 
stronger trial and proof of tkeir sincerity, faith, and 
patience, so that thej- rather act from believing than seeing. 
It tends to keep them under a direct, pressing, convictioa 
that all the power is of Glod. "My feeble hand! my 
baffled will! No succeas but as He pleases 1" They will 
liave a stronger sense of the value of the good that is so 
hardly and slowly aecompliahed, — will verify and prize ita 
worth by small portions. As a man, in a slow, laborious 
progress to wealth or high distinction, appreciates each 
added particle and step of advance, — abides a little while 
with each, dwells complacently on it. As an edifice, reared 
stone by atone, instead of as by Aladdin's lamp. 

To return to the text. There ia much of a disposition to 
undervalue, " despise," the small beginnings, and slow, early 
stages of a good work. It were well, if we could expose 
the error and injustice of this disposition. 

And, for one thing, shall we say, it comes from not duly 
apprehending the preciousness of what is good, in any, 
even the smaUest portion of it. Any essential good, in the 
highest sense, is a thing of inexpressible value ; especiaUy 
so in an evil world, where it is scattered among baser 
elements. It is a particle of heaven dropped on our soil, — 
a " pearl of ^eat price." I*t us not say, it is but so much, 
or so much ; that is, so little. Look at its quality, its 
colour ! Who would throw a small piece of gold away ? 
It ia a thing to delight ourselves with ; is it not even the 
more so, because it is scarce P Here is what Satan has not 
been allowed to steal. Some things may have only a 
relative, thia-haa an absolute, value. If "detpised" in the 
small portion, it will not be rightly estimated in the large. 
For it were, then, not the quality, but only the quantity ; 
whereas, the large ia valuable because each part is so. 

Again ; in the indulgence of this disposition, it ia left out 



Dig t,z^=;,. Google 



Dig t,z^=;,. Google 



THB DAT OF 8UAXL TUIKaS. 257 

BO small a result;. A tenth part of the pains Bhould hare 
done as much. lb ia not an eqnivalent; and it ia a hard 
doom, to work on such terms. 

In such ways, a good cause, in its first small suecesBes 
may be, ia a sense, said to be " despised," even by those 
who do something to promote it. Eor, they underralue it, 
— are mortified at it ; it does not repay them, — elate them, 
— do them honour. But, by many others there is felt a 
real, unmodified contempt. They laugh (but with malice in 
the mirth) at the schemes, undertakings, and hopes, of 
zealous, good men. It ia within the recollection of Borne oi 
us, for example, what unlimited 8com was poured on' the 
Serampore Mission, in all forms and changes of contemp- 
tuous language, — in publications, and senates, and camps. 
" The madness," it was said, " of men who could dream of 
converting Indian pagans, by means of bibles, preachers, 
schools, and paltry tracts 1" And loss or more of such 
acorn has assailed every new project for rehgion, in its 
origin and first stages. 

A gft in ; it was observed that we over-rate our own efforts 
in regarding the effects, the results, as so little in propor- 
tion to them ; it may be added, that we over-measure our 
brief span of mortal eiistence. We want all that is to be 
done for the world, to be done in our time ; that a vast pro- 
cess should make a visible, measurable movement, going 
along with our rapid succession of months and years. We 
consider not, that the Divine scheme is formed on the scope 
of immensity and eternity ; that all the parts of it must 
proceed in equalised relation to one another ; something in 
slow progress here may be waiting the advance of some- 
thing elsewhere, to be in consentaneous operation. But we 
want to contract the Almighty's plan to our own limits of 
time, and to precipitate the movement, that we may see 
clearly to the end of it. Something like as if a man, com-' . 

VOL. II B 



Dig t,z^=.,. Google 



THZ SAT 07 CMAIL TlllltaS. 

tie process of cultivation on the edge of on 
vildemeBs, slioatd be vexed that the vast extent 
[umot be cleared in a year or two; or, a wish, 
ids and seas of the globe could be narrowed in 
juicker traTetee. 

lis, there ia the impiety of not duly recognizing 
lacy of God. Being called on to act our little 
I grand scheme, we begin to say, — " Let us im- 
t first, in its entire extent ^ — its proportions, 
—relation between means and ends." And what 
r, plainly, that we may Bee whether we can make 
, "We are not (ontent to say, " It is God's plan, 
enough." We want it to be such, that we can 
ours, on its own reasonableness and wisdom, 
tly of the will of God; irreligiously saying, in 
Ve must know distinctly what we are about, 
g our service in this concern." In all this, the 
itial of rehgion, liiiih, is wanting ; — faith in the 
Udom of the Divine scheme and determinations ; 
joDviction that infinite intelligence cannot be 
judgment; — ^faitb in the goodnesi of God; the 
irtainty that infinite wisdom and power cannot 
ae than good; it is in subordination to some 
ital good, that good is not accomplished faster 
;h is wanting in the promitet of Glod ; that his 
aU, in the auccession of their generations, see his 
ice from the small to the great, though this be 
1 to any one, separately; that their Uttle labours 
»ch in their turn, approved and recorded; and 
hall at last exult in the glorious consummation. 
hring the headstone thereof with ihoutktgs" 

■) 

ih Faith, let us look on " the day qf small things" 
trate ^lutist the tendency to despise it ; whether 
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it be in good men, from impatience, and a very censnralile 
self-importance ; or in worldly men, from irreligion. And 
to this purpose it would not be a quit« foreign reference to 
look, a. moment mto the Natural World, as having an 
analogy emblematical of a higher order of things. There 
we see many inetaDcea of present actual littleness contain- 
ing a powerful principle of enl&i^ment : the seed of a 
plant, — the germ of a flower, — the acorn of the oak. - Does 
the planter despise it P — the unclosed bud, — the slender 
shoot ? Shall we say, look at a small particle of fire — how 
insignificant ! But there is in it a mysterious principle of 
tremendonB power. There is Inlancy, that of man, — and 
bis childhood; bnt does the parent "detpUe" this "day 
of small thin^iT" Let us turn to that higher department 
(the religious Kad. moral), which is denominated in a more 
pecoliar sense, the kingdom of God on earth, the promotion 
of which is the cause of Crod. There the things that as yet 
are "«maU" are to be estimated not according to their 
present dimensions, but according to their principle, and 
according to what they are to become. We are to recognize 
in them a Swine principle ; that God has put in them his 
will, his power, his Spirit. If they be of hia originating, his 
appointment and approval, — they have in them an inex- 
tinguishable principle of life and power however inconsider- 
able they appear ; they have in them, then, the value of that 
principle. 

But it may be asked, — what things, as yet apparently 
small, come under this description P We answer ; all 
things, judiciously and in good faith, attempted to promote 
the best cause, that is, to diminish the awful sum of human 
depravity and misery. For example, — efforts to diminish 
the dreadful amount of ignorance ; that mankind should be 
nused out of the grossness of a mere sensual esistence, to 
pass a mere animal life and die, — should have their souls 
8 2 
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brought to exist for their own selves, and not n 
the forms of matter which they dwell ia ; should 1 
let in through these bodUj inclosures ;— that thi 
not remain whoU; unapprised of a thousand thin 
concern them, — ahould be rendered capable of beini 
and treated with, as beings that know the mc 
things; and not meet the more enlightened jusi 
were mere duD matter meeting mind ; — so that tht 
not be as a cast-off mass of humanity, with which c 
humanity feels as if it had nothing to do, and b« 
with that condition. Kow the system of efforts ai 
of working this important buainess, with any thi 
like the due extent and activity, is of comparative 
origin ; so that, though that baa been a considera! 
it ia stiU " the day ofamall thing* ;" and there hae 
lack of " detpisers," even up to the present time, a 
contemporary publications. 

This topic, of course, includes the progress of JS 
The wide opprobrioua neglect of it, through gi 
after generation, neglect by State, and Church, 
wealthy of the natiou, and magistrates and parei 
left it in so wretched a condition, that to many i 
almost hopeless : while others, who did not care fo 
dition, ridiculed those who were not willing to let ; 
so, — ^wished them success of their drawing wate 
sieve. Much baa been done, certainly ; more, we i 
be ere long. But, considering how very little i 
millions receive, and that hundreds of thousand! 
none, we must confess that it ia "ike day of small t 

We must name, the protest of genuine Chritti 
even a nation nominally Christian ; its present d 
prevalence, in real belief, feeling, and practice. "W 
not, and would not, be uncharitable ; but supposi 
thing might be, as that, the Infallible Discemer, \ 
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at the last day, make the maniieBtatioii, were to distinguish, 
by some visible sigo, who are genuine Christiuis (that is, 
reauy in earnest about religion, sincerely devoted to (Jod 
and Christ, latent on salvation,)' would not such a mani- 
iestation of the respective proportions be an overwhelming 
spectacle to a pious and benevolent mind ? But who, unless 
instigated by Satan, would " despite " this measure of pro- 
gress and prevalence f No ; rather we should bless Qod 
for so many, and for ^eveiy one ; and, while under aa awful 
impression of the mystery of thej restricted prevalence of 
Christiflmity, yet in a confident assurance of a gbrions out- 
pouring to come in God's due time. 

If we look widely abroad, beyond our immediate sphere, 
over the vast portions of the human race under the domi 
nation of all manner of imposture and delusion, it is indeed 
" the dag of small things" for Christianity. But then, what 
is it, that, on this account, shall be despised F Is It Christi- 
anily itself, which God has sent oa earth ? Or, is it God, 
who haa sent it ? Or, our Saviour, who brought it ? or, the 
benevolent interest that good men take? or, missionaries 
who go, and indefatigably labour ? or, the translations of 
the Bible into various languages? or, the converts made, 
however comparatively small in number P or, the alterative 
process, short, &a yet, of decided conversion, hut partially 
breaking up the inveterate fortified security of superstition 'i 
No ; the good is essentially valuable, as we were saying 
before ; — valuable for what it is ; and also for what it por- 
tends. For itself, considered alone ; the testimony to this 
is in heaven, for '^angeU rejoice over one tinner that re' 
penteth;" — and on earth, for what devoted, apostolic man 
would not juBtly rejoice. (and all good men with him) over 
one true convert from paganism ? And at home, does any 
fiuthful minister " despite " even the first unequivocal mani 
, "^station of a happy change in one individual P 
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my, that commeDcing operatioos and moTementa 
e of Ood, hare a wammg against men's contempt 
iiaUiieBe at first, in Tirtue of being destined to 
aomething greater. "We may be confident that 
m^es, or causes, a beginning of a good work, it 
ided for progress and expansion. It ia most 
lot a single, solitary thing, at once a beginning 
ling ; a mere tmrneaiiing phenomenon ; a tronsi- 
t. It is in a connection and train to something 
a follow. And what should that be, but more 
itill more, interminably P Por if it be good in 
," better still in the large; therefore worthy ot 
at else should God design it for, when it is 
pted to become an immense good ? Would he 
wha,t it might become, and then extinguish it P 
bree of life spring up, to cat it downP Not, 

to prove that he is able to maintain its existence, 
petual HtUenesa, in defiance of an evil world that 

destroy it P Not, for example, to show that he 
e a little spot of Christianity, one small Christian 
bhe edge of the interior of a vast pagan realm, in 
;tempta against itP It must be for progress. 
i:, we see that the good things sent to make their 
ih have been progreBsive and enlarging — cirili- 
lowledge, — rational science, useful arts, — Chriati- 
', and the indispensable meaos for promoting it. 
ile our " dag " is that of " tmall thingt" in com- 
what we desire, and hope, and pray for, it has 
y a character of magnitude, as compared with 
remote, (and even not very remote,) forefathers, 
nay, soberly, think we perceive some signs of 

progress; — some dawn of a more bright and 
ispensation. We are not now, therefore, to lose 
or oaroestness in praying, " thy Mngdom come." 
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At the same time (to revert to our word "toberh/") we 
Eliould take care not to talk and boast eztraragantly of 
what is done,— of what we do. There has been indiacretioQ 
in this matter. A soldier is is not to blazon some minor 
successful actiona, and inroads on the enemy, as if they 
were half the war and the conqueat. We may well rejoice 
at the " IMe chad like a man'* hmd," and say, " There is a 
sound of rain, and even some drops," without saying, 
" What a prodigious shower is falling I " 

But now, to remonstrate and warn against " degpUing" 
To a decidedly irreligioua contemner, we might say, 
" Beware what you do ; for, " if the thing le of God," you 
are daring Swt by your contempt. If there be something 
nf his spirit and power contained and acting in things, it is 
not safe to make free with them in the way of scorn, how- 
ever inconsiderable in magnitude they may seem. If we 
might suppose such a thing as that, in the early stage of 
the transactions in Egypt, a bold pagan had seized the rod 
of Moaes, and flung it on the ground in contempt, — would 
it. not have turned to a serpent once morep " WTu) hath 
despised f " It may <me day (not " a d^ of »mall things " 
THAT,) be a question, not of rebuke, but of judgment. Oi 
that day, will not be forgotten a contempt of the intro- 
ductory Ettlenesa (say, rather, nndiscloBed dignity) of what 
God had determined to advance to greatness and glory. 
" Behold, ye despitert, — and wonder, — and perish I " 

There is, also, the admonition to those who are too apt to 
fall into something like what the text describes, — not from 
bostili^ to religion and general improveinent, but &ora 
want of ^th, — &om inddence, cowardice, or mere worldly 
calculation, — reckoning tilings without reckoning on Sod. 
To undervalue is in a certain sense to " defpiie." They ace 
cold and unbelieving, just the opposite extreme to fanatical 
and visionary. As the 'speculations, and projects, ajid 
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jid bopes, for making the world better and 
i under their view, Uiey saj, at each turn, 
not do, — there are no adequate means, — 
insuperable; — there will be much labour for 
9u1t ; — think how foolish it would look in the 
re ; — we have enough to do to mind our own 
le time la not come jet ; will it not be more 
as more prudent, to wait for a^na p— a good 
ject, certainly, if atttunable, but these email 
gencies, luid eucceBees, what do thej amount 
rpose?" We may answer, "This is, at any 
y to keep them small, as far as yov are 
md they will he kept eo (that is, in their 
Lman agency,) unleaa there be better men than 
□uld you wish that there should be no better 
thus a good work should remain email and 
eren cease, by the refusal of all to co-operate 
they might turn their own fault to their own 
tification ? They kept the good thing small, 
jed that rery smallaess I Think ! if this spirit 
irevailed in the slender beginning of worthy 
■when a band of patriots were conspiring to 
imtry, as once in Switzerland, — the Befonna- 
e that once ^ain) ; — or in the instance, where 
en joined and prayed together, collected a few 
Dr. Carey preached to them, to " attempt great 
rpeet great things." 

brating against the temper in question, shall 
an admonition to examine whether pride, or 
or GOvetousnesB, hare not something to do 
. some cases it partly proceeds from the less 
use of a gloomy, apprehensife, disconsolate 
if mind, — looking on the dark side, — dismayed 
, — prone to fear the most and hope the lenat, 
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dTrelling on remembered and recorded faOures more than 
BucceeseB. 

But there may be the interference of pride, A man 
shall hare such a notion of himeel^ and of a good cause, 
even the cause of Ood in some humble form or department 
of it, SB to deem it uubefitfcing hia dignity to connect or 
concern himself with it. It ia nob of an order, or in a 
atate, to reflect any bononr on a man of hia high senti- 
ments, refined habita, or consideration in society. To take 
any part in it, might lower hia level, — bring him into 
contact with an humbler claas of human beings aad , 
Chriatiana. Is it favoured and promoted by persona of 
account in the world? "Move ang of tlie Fhariseeg or the 
rulerg believed^" Every one has obaerred, when any 
apecific Bcbeme, religions or phUanthropic, is bringing into 
shape and operation, what ansioas eagemera there ia to 
obtain for it the countenance and patronage of peraoDS of 
rank and wealth ; — thia is an appe^ to pride ; — it is iinown 
that then it will not appear "a email thin^," — will not be 
liable to be " denpiged." 

With some men, a good work or design (acknowledged 
to be such,) is of "smali" account, when it has not the 
quality for rousing their sluggish temperament, — no brilliant 
points — no glare — no exploaiYe sound, — proceeding in a 
quiet, steady tenor of operation, inatead of bold impulses, 
and striking adventure, — with nothing to eioito gaze and 
wonder. 

Covetownett is to be marked, emphatically, as one of the 
moat decided practical " de^piaingt," Most truly does a 
man treat the good things as contemptibly small, when he 
deems them not worth Us money, that is, money which 
he could afibrd. The extension of the preaching of the 
gospel ia not worth bis money, — ^nor the building of places 
of worship, — the better education, — expedients for reform- 
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oked, — enterprises for converting the heathen, — 
be whole cause of Chriet. He sees such things 
irith deficient means ; some of them, yet much 
inorit}' of force and enlargement, appe^ing to 
no ; they are not worth his money, by his sole 
'. value ; for him the noblest canse might remain 
and powerless to the end of time, 
le here suggested, to imagine the feelings towards 
if life, of men who remember having despised a 
in the time of comparative feeblencsa, but have 
» it strug^e through its difSculties, and now 
into strength and expansion. In minds incor- 
, there is intense malignity, (though perhaps no 
aly proclaimed ) ; — they regard the thing almost 
re a personal offence and insult^ like what has 
:ed of the apostate Julian. 

vould rather refer to eticb as were not positively 
hose " deepiting," in a mitigated sense of the 
t is depreciation, — standing aloof from a good 
3 from little faith, self-spaiing, false prudence, 
eolation. They have to remember their cold, 
looks at the concern and its advocates, — their 
genuity in finding or making objections, — their 
of fidlure, — their assumption of sounder judg- 
laking them, — how their favour was withheld, 
dly or irreligious men derided, — how their 
ras refused, when there was a pressing need of 
ley have lived to see that the good cause could 
them, and that there were more generous, liberal, 
us spirits to be found in the community. They 

see the discountenanced undertaking advanciug 

1 progresa. But, no thanks to them, that a new 
sen brought into the field for conflict with error 
y, — that some " darh placet of the earth " are 
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partially enlightened, — that there haa been a little extension 
to the kingdom of Christ — that soula have been converted ; — 
that miserj has been alleviated. A disconsolate feeling arises 
on sueh a review, — " I might have been ' rejoicing with tkem 
that rejoice.' " There ia mortification at the least, but a 
much better sentiment in a mind now rightly afiected — 
regret. 

Well ; at all events the good cause of Ood, of Christ, of 
human improvement, is certain, is dcBtined, to advance and 
triumph. This is amply ssBured to us ia every form of 
declaration and imagery in our inspired volume. Sevelation, 
aiter looking back, over a long, wide, dark scene, has a 
delightful aspect toward a still wider brigtt one. And who 
would not prefer the order of having the fairer part of the 
world's long, eventful day to come, the latter F And, 
on the ground of Eeason itself, we may be perfectly 
confident that, under the dominion of Infinite Power and 
QoodnesB, what is good has on it the impress, and decree, 
and certainty, of an ever augmenting prevalence^partly 
in this world, interminably hereafter. What is approved 
by Him — honours Him, — resembles Him, must be made 
BucceasM, triumphant, and predominant, in His empire. 
He will not forever Bufier the enemy's camp on his grand 
field. The awful mystery why this triumphant ascendancy 
is BO slowly achieved, — bo long delayed in this world, will, 
it is reasonable to beheve, he one of the subjects for 
illumination in a higher state of existence, where enlarging 
fecultiefl will have endlesa duration for their exercise. It 
may then be seen, that the whole course of this world, &om 
the beginning to the end, was "a day qf email thingi" as 
compared with the sequel, — only as a brief introduction to 
an immense md endless economy. 

Meanwhile, let us devote ourselves to the cause which 
Ib to enlarge its powers and victories through all the ages 
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ignificently into etemitr. Let ue be 
;dom which hag already beheld the decay 
Y proud and mighty empires — the Assy- 
nan, — ^we may almost add the Ottoman ; 
all, treada on their ashes and ruins, and 
progress to universal dominion, realize 
)m of " the siime cut out mlhout handg" 
itile powers, and becoming as " a great 
lehole earth." 

editions, the introJuctioQ to iMs lectote and x few 
Semmpore Mimion, were takeo from the diacourae 
Wil, which n now priuled for the first time. li. 
cture and the disconrae are giien with ecmpulous 
in the origina] maDuscript — En. 
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ZxcaASim iv. 10. 

" Who hath degpised the dm/ of small things f" 

The questioa does not impl^ that Enich a thing -may not 
happen. For contompt for sinall begin ninga is one of the 
most ordinaiy diaplajs of tke humaiL dispoeition, in all 
departmests of afiairs, but eBpeciall; in things connected 
with sacred intereata. We need not doubt that this was 
the case when Ifoah began building his ark. When the 
wails of Jerusalem were rebuilding, after the captivify, the 
enemies said, "If hit a fox go vf, he shall break down their 
ttone wall." It is related that when the commencement 
was made of laying the foondatioa of what was to be 
Eome, one of the persons preaent expressed his contempt 
hj leaping over the humble construction. Individuals 
appointed to be of the greatest importance in the world, 
hare often experienced contempt in the beginning of their 
career. When DaTid, a "stripling," came from the sheep, 
fold to the camp, how was he received by hiia martial 
brethren P And history does not want for instances of 
some man who eventually hod a great influence on the 
condition of the Ttorld, eiperiencing contempt in his rise, 
in his youth, in hi3firstaspiringB,projectiiigs, and attempts; 
but in process of time attaining the ascendant over millions, 
— « benefactor or a terror to nations. And then there was 
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himself, "Iht hright and morning star" of the 
d, contemned ob a Tain meteor when he rose 1 
n as an instance, though in one view there was 
mall" in the beginning of his gloriotis era, since 
th a manifestation of IHwte wisdom, power, and 
But regarding his ministry as the commencement 
— of on actual acknowledged dominion on the 
OS compared with the extending and ultimate 
of that' cause, we might account it "tmalV 
how Hb was received by the men of his time 
I " Se was despised and they esteemed him not !" 
I and rejected of men I" In spite of the lustre 
renly wisdom, the charm of his benignity, the 
our of his miracles, they cast on him BCom and 
They talked contemptuously of the meanness 
lan descent,!— of the contrast fancied between 
loses, — of his associating with people of the 
lity. No fear was felt of expressing scorn of 
in words and actions. The utmost contempt 
mpatible with hatred was poured on TTim &om 
They would have disdained even a dream that 
inning a kingdom which was to spread over the 
I putting in action a eau^e which should triumph 
rer the Powers of Darkness, uid all the hostility 
das 1 how much men have been mistaken as to 
objects of their contempt ! and what a vain 
Q in their calculations I Before men indulged 
npt, they should always have had good evidence, 
was no quality of Heaven, no principle of 
what they despised. For they might be quite 
there were, the despised object was destined to 
throw shame and contempt on them. But the 
len, that the vain world baa always been pecu- 
Bed to an unhesitating contempt of the small 



Dig t,z^=;,. Google 



DTT COITTEMTT FOB S1UI.L BEOnonKaS. £71 

begmninga of JDmne operationa — to attribute meanness to 
what had a relation to infinite greatness! The Chriatiaa 
cause itself, in its early stage (alter its Iiord bad left the 
world) was an object of eitreme scorn. Every ignominious 
epithet waa connected with the name of a Christian. It 
has often been remarked in what terms of mingled con- 
tempt and abhorrence certain of the groat Boman writers 
hare slightly allnded to Christianity. And in subsequent 
periods, most or all of the important reforms relative to the 
interests of truth and religion, have mode their first ad- 
vances nnder derision and reproach, coinbined with 
animosity and hatred. So fared the great " Sefbrmation" 
itself. The denominations of "JiUiy dreamen, ravert, tcum 
t{f the earth, reptUet, profane ieatU, madmen^' plentifully 
accompanied the more savage denunciations which con- 
signed the reformers to prisons, inquisitions, and fires. 
They cursed, bat often they cursed in a sneer. 

Thus " ihe dag <}f amall thingt " has always had its crowd 
of despisers. No wonder, then, if our nussionary under- 
takings have encountered the same, in their small origin, 
and in a measure hitherto. That misBion, especially, on 
behalf of which we are, at present, wishing to plead, has 
received quite a superabundance of this sort of tribute, 
from levity, infidelity, and worldly policy. In this particu- 
Ifu*, it has really stood pre-eminent above all others. In its 
earliest stages, indeed, it was very little heard o^ except 
among religious people, and perhaps not much among large 
portions even of them. When it did, incidentaUy, come 
into notice, in some gay and worldly company, wh^re one 
happened to have heard or read more than the rest about 
what the fanatics of the time were doing, it wss r^arded as 
another characteristic sample of their folly — as a good 
subject for a passing jest, and was soon dismissed from 
attention. If, at the next time, it happened to be heard 
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ml gorenunent for the time being, in the East, bad 
heir power in the way of reBtraiat and repres- 

waa well done— it was highly proper to "abate 
chierons nuisance." Nevertheless, it went on ; 
th was grown considerable enough to be taken 
kt in the questions of state policy, regarding the 
t of India, about fifteen years since. And then 
nary concern was brought before the whole 
!any of us here can well remember iu what maa- 
received by the worldly and irreligious. There 
true, largely manifested among tbem a deeper 
ban contempt. But BtOl, the language of scorn 
; utmost activity. All terms of contumely — all 

parallels to fix a character of abasement, folly, 
; — with an admixture of the light, genuine notes 
It might have been supposed that fanatical 
t have assumed a wilder, more extravagant shape, 
lan all its own whimsical and monstrous super- 
1 ever exhibited, in disgrace of human reason, 
ully acknowledge the Divine interposition in 

then, and we trust finally, the hostile and 
purpose conspicuous and avowed amidst that 

hope the enemies and scofiers wiU. never be able 
ing worse than the indulgence and expression of 
spositions. And these they will express chie£y 
n of contempt, and this is the feeling which 
of them would avow, on any reference to the 
be notion of converting a vast, an incidculable, 
from the religion (so they will have it called) of 
lOrs, established and confirmed through the suc- 
1 hundred generations ; and of a constitution 
benaciouB, invincible, and unchangeable! "A 
tible, in whole or in part," they affirm and reite- 
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rate, " by any means," " but the means talked and dreamed 
of, for the purpose, what are they f A few fanatical mis- 
sionaries, and of insignificant talents, endured, just because 
they are despised. — Ttanslations of a book which few will 
ever read, tmd which many would deem it a forfeiture of 
their sanctity even to look into.— Attempts by means of 
schools, to inveigle children into a dissension with their 
parents. And the means for keeping this petty ma- 
chinery in action to be chiefly supplied by contributions 
from the most fanatical portions of the religionists la Eng- 
land. Well, let them (since the hand of power will not 
interfere to suppress the thing at once), let them go on 
with their meeting, and decluming, and praying, and con- 
tributing, till they are tired ; — let them fret their madness 
away, And become sober by despair." 

If ow we must also let them go on despising our " day <^ 
tmall tkingt." !Nor must we deny that that is its true cha- 
racter, considered in some views. For example, — if we 
take the amount of all our present human means, and set it 
in comparison against the whole comprehensive object ; — if ■ 
we take account of the mearare of forces (property, talent, 
effort, and energy), applied to this purpose of converting 
heathens, and set that in comparison against the measure 
applied to other projects and operations ; — nay, even, if we 
make a comparison between the measure of exertion ap- 
plied, and the proportion of actual success hitherto, that 
is, the direct success in obtaining converts, we must not 
scruple to acknowledge, even to the enemies and despisers 
of the cause, that it it, yet, comparatively, in its " diy ^ 
small thingt." But, at the same time, it would be easy to 
find something to say, even to them. For example, — "Tou 
do not think and feel in the same way about other things in 
their small beginnings. For instance; — the progressive 
powers and ultimate effects of an art or science (as chemis- 

TOL. II. T 



Dig t,z^=;,. Google 



OH COITTEHFT TOB SUAI.L BJCOUrHTiraS. 

; you will talk enthuBksticallv, how we she^ go 
)due Nature — ^make mere matter to act as if it had 
almost work miraclea ; or of an infaat colony in 
le desert land. Some of you do not think in this 
rojects for the political reform of states. 
further, in other departments you are prompt to 
high spirit of enterprise— the forming of a large, 
3 scheme, under circumstaiiceB in the utmost degree 
ly unfavourable to its Buccess ; the beginning with 
ter means, and resolutely prosecuting, though with 
rancement for a while, and through the greatest 
IS ; this you call noble-spirited, — heroic, — worthy, 
it final success." 
eitoi some deliverer of his country from op- 
invaders, and usurpers, who began his enterprise 
le cave in the woods and mountains, with the 
means, under the worst omens. ' Magnanimous 
on exclaim ' that was not to be deterred I'— Nay, 
A not wonder to hear some one or other of you 
and lauding Mahomed himself for Ms bold project, 
inacious infleiible perseverance I What thenp it 
rh^ the project is directed to the best, the im- 
tercsts of mankind, and to the advancement of the 
and glory of Ood and the Sedeemer, — that you 
with contempt on the commencement with slender 
ind very slow success. This is your consiHtency, 
ity, your liberal sense! The pietff of the scheme 
Dhe matter is, that you hate the object ; and the 
g so, it is for you to see to the consequences I You 
1 (aU consideration about missionary schemes out 
lestion) of a much graver kind of sentiments than 
can comport with so vain and self-complacent a 
I scorn." 
ink what a spectacle we have here ! Men of intel* 
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ligence, in a Ghristisn uoontiy too, who can be highly 
self-complacent in indulging contempt even for the very 
principle of a design to extend Divine revelation, and the 
religion of Christ, among the pagan multitude 1 Men de- 
lighted in the confidence that any soch design must fail ; 
deeply gratified in hearing how comparatively few genuine 
converts have yet been gained — and in repeating the asaer* 
tions of those who affirm there are non^! 

Let us turn to a different view. The sincere fidends of 
religion, and well-wishers to this undertaking, for extending 
it to the heathen nations, are not always free from a certaiu 
sense of discouragement and mortification, at seeing what 
" a dtK/ (if tmall tkingt" it is. They cannot conceal from 
themselves that it is so. They hear the missionary cause dis- 
played in animated and eloquent discourees, and are de- 
lighted to have their thoughts and feelings, for a time, 
expanded and elated to magnificence and sablimity. But 
then, there is apt to follow a relapse and a depression of 
spirit, when they return to the cool, plain consideration of 
the present state of the facte. 

In our own case ; — a Christian of sanguine temper at the 
outset of our mission to the East, full thirty years since, if, 
in prospect, assured of such great and unremitting eier- 
tions, would, probably, have been very confident that, by 
this time, a greater number of conversions would be accom- 
plished ; taking into account the astonishing labours of the 
elder missionaries, — the number that have been sent to 
co-operate, — the number of places in which they have 
preached, and exercised eveiy ettpttcitj of their office, and 
that in simplicity of purpose, — besides the amount of pecu- 
niary cost. It may be, that at some moments the question 
mav obtrude itself on the most zealous — " Sav« vie an ade- 
qtufte remit?" Might not the same very large amount of 
exertions have accomplished, probably, a great direct efiect 
t2 
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he heatheoB at home P If this haa really been a 
;ed direction of so much exertion, — ^ia it not strange 
ewhat discouraging, that the Sovereign Lord of 
and the World should not have rendered bo much 
more eminentlj Buccessful t Does the efE.cacy of 
:, thus &r in its progress, afford any appearuices 
B of a great day of Divine Power approaching, and 
ffP 

link it ia better not to evade such intruding reflec- 
unwehsome aapect, — not to put them out of sight 
did images; but to let them come plainly in view, 
savonr to counteract the discouragement they would 
iring. And surely there are effectual cousiderationa 
lurpose, ready to offer themaelres. Indeed at the 
taut that any true and devoted friend to Gbriat 
cause feels the most sensibly the depressing effect 
ding so limited a success, we should be quite sure, 
less, of his honest reply to this question, — " Do you 
h, can you wieh, that this large measure of zealous 
;ly exertion had not been ao directed, when you 
vhat has been performed in the Eastern World ? 
le not wishing that so much of zeal and enterprise 
itianity had itself not existed.) Could you wish it 
been employed another way, and that the work 
, were jet to begin?" We may be confident, I 
, on what the answer would be. But then you 
jerately approve that the work should go on. And 
s added force of this consideration too, that even 
doubted whether the scheme was not prematurely 
on, yet, so much having been effected, there ought 
be a zealous persevering to realize the utmost 
advantage of what has been done. 
) we confess, that comparatively, this enterprise ia 
JtK/ oftmall things," yet it bears on it some remark- 
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able eigni of greatness. For example ; it is of a bold, 
capacious, we may eay, ambitiouB oharacter. It is connected 
with large and f^ reaching contemplations. Eapecially, 
it ia connected with a new and higher order of thought and 
interest concerning the kingdom of the Messiah, and his 
glory. It is signally different &om mere worldly designs, 
and eren some very benevolent ones, in its involving so 
little of telJUh feeling. It is connected with an extraor- 
dinary measure of the exereite, and we trust, the tpirit, 
of Prayer. BeflectI what has ascended to Heaven, that 
would not but for these missionary designs. And this is 
one of the very noblest characteri sties of any design, and 
also one of the moat auspicious omens. This spirit of 
prayer bo largely sent down on the Christian Church, with 
a direct relation to efforts for the conversion of heathens, 
can it be accounted less than that sacred fire which (in 
several memorable instances) was sent down on the Altar, 
in token that the offering was accepted f 

And here think of the despisers ! They stand deriding 
an object concerning which an incalculable multitude of 
prayers, combined in one spirit and import, have ascended, 
and are ascending, to Heaven I They think that all this 
adoring supplication might just as well be addressed to 
images of wood and day. In their view all this but fixes a 
strong mark of folly on the otject. Tes ! its having thus 
its very life and existence in being kept in immediate 
communication with the Almighty ! But in otir view this 
is the proof of its dignity, and a presage of its success. 

We are presuming on success. Now here consider, that 
the smallness of the beginning, of a work aiming at 
greatness, will bear a very different estimate under two 
different circumstances ; — namely, that the progressive 
and ultimate snccesa is altogetJier uncertain, or that it is 
certain. In the latter case.'the small introduction is no 
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longer to be estimated in the ezdusive view of what it is in 
itself ; the little oommencement juetly aBSumes a character 
from the greatness of the anticipated seqnel. The begin- 
ning of every great work has, in itself, a quality of greatness 
in the view of those who foresee its ultimate greatness. 
Now we, as Christiana, feel certain of success, speaking of 
thfi Christian cause generally, that is, that the religion 
of Christ will prevail through all the world. And then, 
next, we may be perfectly assured that these miasionary 
undertakings are parte and commencements of the grand 
operations by which our Sovereign Lord will accomplish 
that glorious work. And therefore while we look at the 
" small thinfft," we behold them magnified by the anticipa- 
tion. And this gives ten-fold force to every consideration 
that can be alleged for the purpose of coasoUng and ani- 
mating the Christian spirit, while beholding with regret, 
the emallneee of the progress in the early stage. Under 
the advantage of this firm predominant assurance many 
considerations will be of avail for anstaaning patience and 
zeal. We might just briefly notice one or two of the 
most obviouB. 

Let it be considered, that very much of what baa been 
done in the first stages, is to be regarded as a preparation 
of the means, the iostruments, the engines, the processes. 
It is especially so in the case of the particular mission for 
which we are pleading. It is a mission to a people of 
many languages, and a very considerable proportion in 
such a state with respect to literature, that it is above all 
things indispensable to bring religious truth before them 
in a v>ritten shape. And we need not say what a very Iwge 
share of the exertions and cost has gone to this purpose— 
the indefatigable study of languages — learned natives and 
aH manner of aids drawn together to assist, — translations 
of the Bible, — preparation of all kinds of works to facilitate 



Dig t,z^=;,. Google 



OV COBTEUPT rOB BlUXL SKGUTEIIFSa. 279 



the attainmentB of following misBionarieB— a Taet aad 
expenaive establishmeat for all this — with Bubaidiaiy 
institutionB aa schools, &a., — the formation, in short, of a 
comprehensive system of intellectual machinery, — which 
commands the respect of all clasaes. All this was oeceesary 
to be done, — was the best possible method to be adopted — 
^ the Christian illumination of India vae to be attempted 
at all. But much of all this was preparatory work, — the 
creation of means. Heathens could not be converted by 
the progress of the translation and printing of the Bible ; 
but there must be that laborious process, — and gone over 
again in various languages, before heathens could come into 
immediate communication with the awfiil authorities of 
religious truth. 

Time will be required ; and we must not think of limiting 
the Divine Being to the measnre of the time, for this great 
system of expedients to extend widely into actual operation. 
But it will 80 extend, — ever, and the faster, and the further. 
And iinlesB God has, as to that region of tbe world reversed 
his plan of sending his Spirit to accompany his own word, 
its eztenftion will he a progress of victory and conversion. 
And consider, — when the means shall, on the wide field, be 
accomplishing their happy effect, how large a value, in the 
account of that effect, will he assignable to the preparaioiy 
operations. The future labourers, in periods of brighter 
success may aay, " This success helongB, in some large mea- 
sure, to that earlier period when the actual success was 
comparatively smalL" So that the indefatigable missionary 
of the present "dayqfttnall thimgt" is virtually the instru- 
ment of conversion to t^is of thousands unborn at the time 
of his closing his labours by death. He is, by rightful 
anticipation, n sharer of the greatest future succeBses. Thus, 
we must not vrrong the " dag qftmall thmgi " by estimating 
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J of its conaequences, those consequeaceB of 
repaidug the means. 

aaider, — if we must folly admit, from the nature 
and independently of the actnal experiment, 
ficulties to be enconntered by this particular 
it be peculiarly great, we must be consistent, 
urprised to find it so. What means "d\gicv,lty" 
eh makes the accomplishment of a purpose hard 
And the difGculties camiot well be orerstated, 
3 representations of those opponents who assert 
iiperable. The work is harder in some respecta 
a tribe of simple savages. There is a most 
deadly, and tenacious superstition, — a dread- 
>n of intellect. There is a speculation in the 
powerfully operating in fevoar and justification 
wickedness. And there ib ancient authority, — 
nstom, — and the iron despotism of ca*te» and 
nterdicta. N^ow, when aware that all this w so, 
and agents of the Mission are not to be sur- 
to complain, that its operation does not go 
M&t as if this were not. If they are diBsatiafied 
ng the cause on such terms, the question would 
whether they ought not rather to have under- 
easier enterprise. But has it been in any age, 
' the zealous promoters of the kingdom of our 
iline the more difficult enterprises P And then, 
resent instance, the undertaking had been, for 
decliaed, — we may ask when, and under what 
!s, it should have been entered upon P What ! 
B FagMiB should, in a great degree, have grown 
r superstitions, and enlightened and reformed 

ever, some fiiend of the cause may not be con- 
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tent, — may allege — " The operations have now gone much 
beyond the merely preparatory meaaures, and why baa not 
the Divine Spirit given greater efficacy to the actual exhibi- 
tion of the Gospel to bo many heathen minda ?" The com- 
plainer must be reminded ^ain of the Divine Sovereignty, 
as a eolemn general consideration. But, at the same time, 
we might appeal to hia judgment, — " Is it wrong that the 
aerrantfl of God should have a hard and long trial of their 
patience, constancy, diligence, devotedness '( That they 
should be put on the plain principle of labouring and perse- 
vering beeaiue it u their Matter' t tervicef not stipulating 
for any given proportion of immediate success. Unless 
thia is to be the principle, no good and great design for the 
service of his cause can be undert^en, but merely as an 
experiment, subject to be abandoned whenever its promolxra 
are not satisfied with the degree of its auccesa. But what 
hope would there be of any Christian project begun and 
prosecuted in such a spirit F And truly, what grand Chris- 
tian enterprise (since the Apostle's time) might not by thia 
rule, have been abandoned P (I believe, in the case of 
Otaheite, there was, at one time, some doubt and delibera- 
tion whether to discontinue the attempt.) But, now, if 
they had been abandoned ! 

It is pleasing to remark, that in the prolonged proaecn- 
tion of every good and noble design, there have been 
favourable uncalculated toma and conjunctures. Now, in 
every such instance, how delighted the patient prosecutors 
have been ! The reflection was, — " If we had not, in spite 
of difficulties, and of the discouragements of slow auccess, 
resolutely persevered, tMt auspicious incident, this happy 
turn, would never have occurred, or would have been use- 
less, if it had." One such happy event boa often been felt 
aa almost a full reward for the alowly soccessfiil exertions 
of mmy years, or a whole life. 
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''*} may be added, that there ia a peculiar honour to those 
have xcalously co-operated in promoting a noble cause 
» earlier and less proBperoua period — honour among the 
ts, — ^honour before their Master. Because theirs was a 
B generous service, a more patient resolution, a more 
iding faith, than could be evinced when the cause was 
tncing into its triumphs. It is easy to manifest a zea- 
friendship for that which has victoriously fought its 
through its difGcultiea — consigned its despbers and 
IB to contempt — and risen and expanded to a mighty 
alence ; — though that, too, may be a sincere friendship. 
, the attachment and cooperation of highest account ia 
. which adopts and aids a cause in its bumble state, in 
tow, early progress and contest, and labours. Therefore, 
uch friends and co-operators, the award will be accord- 
to the same principle as in that of our Lord to hia 
pies — "Ye are tbey who have continued with me in my 
tationt J and I appoint unto you a kingdom." "We can 
no doubt that those of our miasionaries who have 
ired till tbey died in the service (especially our late 
red brother Wabd), are now emlting that their allot- 
i in time was, to serve, and urge on, the good cause, in 
inrly period of extreme toil and narrow success, rather 
to be its active minisierB at some future day of its 
I rapid and extended efficacy. 

'e said it is the greater proof and exercise of JUfA to 
ealous in promoting a good design during its "A^ 
I tkingi." And we should consider, that it is on the 
ground and strength of Faith that we have any busi- 
with such designs at all. For, on any other dependence, 
ing could be more visionary than aohemcB of convertiiig 
lens to Christianity. Considering the radical depravity 
Oman nature generally — and in this case, its confirma- 
and aggravation by the most gross and deadly supers 
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BtltioD — this being coDBidered, any fancy or project gf 
reBcuing aad redeeming such beingB into the liberty, light, 
and purity of the rehgion of Christ, ujiless in a reliance on 
G<id's own intentions and aflsuranceB, would deserve all the 
ecom which the " detpiteri " throw on the design ; they, 
rejecting every notion of such reliance, are consistent in 
their contempt. 

Our confidence is because God has sent hia gospel on 
porpoBe to convert the world — declared hie word shall not 
retnm to him void — ^promieed to bo always with its feithfiil 
proclaimers, and predicted that all the world shall at length 
feel its tranafonning power. Faith in this ia our only 
asBurance and sts^ngth in any such undertaking. Now the 
special demand for this faith, and its strongest trial, are in 
the " day of tmall ihitig*" Then is the proof whether we 
really believe and trust in the Almighty ; and can act on an 
Bssorance, that though " the beginning be email, the latter 
end shall greatly increase." It is no faith that cannot be 
aasored of the accomplishment of great things, and great 
promiaes, till they are seen to he accomplished; or till there 
be a rapid and magnificent progrees toward that accomplish- 
ment ; uid that because mighty rcBults are not obtained in 
the earlier course of operations, therefore feel aa if the 
labour and expenditure were but thrown away. While yet 
this disposition may hypocritically pretend to a still higher 
kind of &ith, in saying, " God will surely perform his word 
*n his own proper leaton — let u« leave it to Him in hia 
better time." It were truly a strange ftith— though 
certainly a very eatj/ one — by which the profeased Bervante of 
Qod should pretend to honour his power by withdrawing 
from the patient labours of his cause — that would plead, 
" Why should I do a little, with great toil and cost now, 
since God can do it all whenever it shall please HimP" 
Human means are moat apt to be depreciated in terms oS 
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false humility, by those who do not like to be at the trouble 
of diligently exerting them. 

In our prospect onward, to the ultimate glorious Bucceea 
of Christianity in the heathen world, we do not look for the 
application of any meaoH, any inBtromentality, extra- 
ordinary, in that iuU senae in which miracles were extra- 
ordinary. But in a lower degree, that which effects the 
conversion of any depraved, dark, and obstinate soul, is 
extraordinary. In this sense, we do expect an immense 
display of the extraordiuary in divine operation. Wo 
expect it, — because it is prophetically intimated — and 
because it is indispensably necessary for accompliehing the 
world's conversion within wiy reasonable compass of time. 

For the present time, we must wait in faith and hope, 
uncertain in what progressive degrees of rapid enlargement 
this extraordinary intervention and action of the divine 
energy will be difliised over the world, — uncertain how soon 
may be grnnted what may appear the first very signal 
manifestation of it. But we behold the tumuituous 
acceleration of events and changes in the state of the 
world in our age ; and turning thence to the visions of 
prophecy, we behold a corresponding representation of 
mighty commotions koA. overturnings — a torrent sweeping 
away in confusion and destruction the old corrupt order of 
the world; and all this expressly in connection with the 
enlargement, and for the very purpose of the enlargement, 
of the kingdom of the Messiah. "While we contemplate, in 
combination, this real and this Tisionacy scene,— we think 
it no extravagance to hope, that some of our younger 
friends here present will live to hear of the conversion of 
ten thousand Hindoos and other heathens, for ten, or for 
one, that we hear of as yet. 

And will not those younger fiiends, in their then 
Christian old age, rejoice to remember that their pious 
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predecessors zealously, in firm Mth, promoted the good 
cause, in its "dag of ttndll things?" or, that thej them- 
selves, in early life, began to lend a helping hand f 

And as to the unreclaimable " degpiaeri," there wHl 
certainly come a day which ahaU bring upon them the 
sentence, " Behold, ye deepken, and wonder, and pemk !" 
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Gaxatiaitb n. 9. 

try in wellrdoing : for in due tea»m we 
II reap, if toe faint not." 

bappy thing if such had been the cou- 
) that all of UB should rather and sooner 
everything else than in veil-doing ; for 
unusementB and ordinary pleasures of 
in ill-doinff. But we have a grievous 
our race in the &ct, that a great number 
-ed of doing evil. We need not apeciff 
ipartmentB. But, obaerre, what per- 
ce — sacrifices — overcoming of obstacles 
t after disappointments — what defiance 
gbt Bay — " I wish you ooutd be ' aearied 
'OUT way ! ' " 

Q this mortifying view to the other side, 
set forth, and boast, an equal rivalry p 
rove and adopt the practice of "well' 
«e enumerated diBtinctione ? We fear 
tively. Por by " toelUdoinff " wo must 
rond the ordinary proprieties of conduct. 
Christian exertion, requiring energy and 
case is, at all events, that there is great 
tion, " Se not weary." Even the moat 
workmen, in the worthiest services, aro 
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not quite exempt &om the operation of causes tending to 
this feilure ; they feel them, while they resist them. 

For one thing, — there ia that very prerailmg temper of 
OUT nature, the love of ease,— horror of hard labour. The 
faculties, even Buch as are called active powers, delight in a 
kind of half-alumber — with - a complacent conaciousneM of 
their eiietence — a self-fla.ttery of their power, — what they 
can do, if they please. They are excited sometimes to some 
agreeable exercise, as long as it w agreeable. But hard 
effort, and under a necessiiy of continuing it — both soul 
and body naturally recoil from that. Why all this work for 
me to do P Am I never to be suffered to enjoy myaelfi and 
subside into the ple^nnt condition of having no demand 
upon me P Is toil still but the introduction to more toil ? 
Oh [ it has the bitter taste of the original sentence and 
curse, " In th4 nceat of thy face §halt thou eat bread." 

And it may be noted that the reluctance and aversion are 
the greater when the labour is enjoined by extraneous 
authority — the imperative will of a foreign power. This 
insults the reheUious pride of the heart ; " I am then to be 
a slave, as well as a labourer." And here we have puUy 
an explanation of that wonderful patience of activity in evil- 
doing. It is voluntary — self-willed — acting on the impulse 
of the evil passions ; — and those passions are a cherished 
part of a man's self. 

But we should be spealdng of good men's liability to he 
" teeaty." " Good men," we say ; hut then, unhappily, they 
have not a completely reformed nature, (" WAy eallert 
thoumegood?") How far are they from having attained 
that happy state in which they might " love (and therefore 
actively serve) tie Lord leith all ti^r heart, and their neigh- 
hour at them»ehe»," They have to work for God, therefor^ 
in the strength of but a part of their nature. The 
unrecltumed portion not only does not co-operate, but 
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counteracts j like a bouse in Tbich there ia a great buEonesa 
constantly to be done, requiring the activity of every one in 
It, but the members are at variance. What need is there to 
pray, " TTnite my heart to fear thy name," that the whole 
forces may be available. 

In consequence of all this, is the necesBity of aelf-deniaL 
"We might call it a mode of " mell-doinff " in itself, bat we 
rather consider it as a requisite in order to " weU-doir^." 
And, can we do without it ? in which important branch of 
duty? But it. is a grievouB necessity — a heavy pressare 
on the springs of activity and power. As if the soul must 
expend and eshaust its strength in lighting itself; aa if 
conscience pointing to a duty were a signal for a battle 
within; or as if (to take a plainer illustration) a man 
appointed and required to employ himself in some field or 
department of labour, had a long, hard conflict to get into 
it. But no terms or images con be stronger than those of 
Scripture, " crow " — " mreetle " — " mortify "— " erudfy" &c. 

Agfun ; ia the service of Ood (the comprehensive system 
of well-doing) there is a great deal that does not seem 
(primdjaeie) for owrselvei. Then the selfish principle comes 
into operation — " Why am / implicated — put under obIiga> 
tion — with bo much that is vjithout the sphere of my own 
interests P Have I not enough to do f — even the cause of 
G^d — he is all powerful, &c., &e. And then there are these 
beings, who are, it is true, ia a certain remote sense, my 
brethren — but why consider myself as if made for themt 
toiling to put right the numberless things wrong among 
them? conflicting with their ignorance and perversilyp 
enduring, supplying their deficiencieB, and necessitieBp 
doing for them, often, what they ought to do for themselves 
and, apparently, little good resulting after allF" 

There is a principle or sentiment at faUe hvmlity^Aak 
tends to " wearineia in teell-doing" " What 'signifiies the 
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little that I can do P It will make no difference. My 
whole account of laboore and sacrifices will be hut a cypher 
in the result ; like a man who has made a long and toileome 
jonmey, and looks to see how it will appear on a map of 
the world." Tet, this false humility itself may take its 
turn with^intfe; and the laboura and services that were so 
inBignificant — worthless for any effect — are now risen to a 
high estimate ; a magnifying ^ass has been bad in ; the 
figures and items of the account stand out large. " I have 
done my share ; — ^if the eflect be small, it is no fault of 
mine. If others did like me—" 

' And here we may notice, as tending to the effect in 
question, the complaint of deficient co-operation. Not that 
this IB not true, in the wide sense ; for if there were all the 
"iBorhing together" in every good cause, that there ought 
to be, the world would be transformed by the fact itself. 
And in each one line of important labour there m this 
deficiency; though less so than formerly. We readily 
make a pause in oar part of a good work, (lay down our 
implements to think how vastly better it would go on, if 
there were far more to work in it, — and if those who do 
something would do much more, (' as they ought.') We 
fii on particular individuals, regretfully' — reproachfully — 
indignantly. We do not say, "XonJ, What ikall tiit man 
dot" for we say what he ought to do, and, " hid him that he 
tumt ««." We make an actual calculation of what they 
eould do; — then look at the good cause as denied all this 
powerful aid and agency, with some of that feeling with 
which our perverse nature looks at poverty. And there 
is in the case something of vanity, that is mortified at not 
having the honour of numbers, power, &c. on our side. 

It may be specified aa another thing tending to " ueari- 
nct» in well-dtmg" that, in the cause of God (peculiarly 
BKch) the object and the effect of " well-doing " are much 
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than in some other proTmcea of action. It is 
it and aacwttunable what u effected. lu the 
if contrirance, labour, monej, to things of a 
lature, or agricultural, or commercial, (or tJie 
—the degree of succeea generally makea itself 
ieihle. Not bo, at leaat much leaa ho, in the 

moral department. Some iudicationa are there 
inch of nearly latent good. Truth imparted so 
)e expelled ; good prindpteB gradually formed, 
ace — iimnmerable serious thoughts and good 
— conscience impressed; — temptations &ua- 
Bolation soothing distress ; — an alterative effect 
I of action ; good kept &om going back. Now 

for this kind of good can and does believe 
such a valuable effect, — but it comes feintly to 
: is not stimulant. He wants a loud echo to 
e aays ; — is not content that the sacred fire w 
ra, but does not blaze and explode, — does not 
uscations. 

lOt add, in connexion with this, that the pro- 
its of the 0reat Master are prone to entertain 

a mercenary and distrustful feeling? They 
nd speedy return for their work ; prompt pay- 
were ; as if they were extremely reluctant to 
tors to the Almighty for any long term. The 

not doubtful, seem very slow and late. We 
!r calculation, mid yet an srrogtmt estimate of 

think, the effect of our labours ought to be. 
me within a short time, and yet it should be 
leory, we readily admit that we are no judges 
roportion, — or of when, — and cannot see forward 
ate ; and yet are tempted to prescribe to the 
iler ; and require that there be adequate results 
Duld think so) within our short view ; else be 
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does not deal fairly with his servants wHle working for 
Him. This at the eame time that we acknowledge that 
results most come in the otder of his own immense scheme. 
Such are the diacouraging circumstances, aod perrerse 
dispositions. Kow, there ought to be some considerations 
to be set against all this. And the first of them would be, 
that duty expressly prescribed, is an absolute thing, inde- 
pendently of what men could foresee of its results ; though 
it be, no doubt, enjoined for the sake of results which Qod 
foresees and intends; and they such, that if good men 
could perfectly foresee and understand them, they would 
perfectly approve the injunction. Such knowledge cannot 
be ; but perfect piety would approve hj faith, and practically 
and willingly obey. That would be the elevated state in 
which a creature of God might aay, " My duty is itself my 
delight for his sake ; as to the results, whether I can 
understand them, or not, I know they will be right. ' J/y 
meat u to do the mil of Sim that tent me andtojinith Am 

But here, then, comes one consequence (or accompani- 
ment) of " teell-doinff," as an argument against being 
"ujef»y;" namely, the consciousness and the pleasure of 
pleasing Qod. "Enoch had this testimony that he pleated 
God." Self-righteousness away, and imperfection and sin 
acknowledged, still the fact is so, — " The Supremo of the 
Universe fixes a complacent attention on what I am striving 
to do to please him." This being vividly realised, what 
cause of weariness might it not be set against ? Look up to 
heaven, and see the beams of the Divine complacency ! " I 
obtain little of human favour to animate me in my work ; — 
well, but Ckid is pleased. I accomplish so little by all my 
efforts — but JLe does not ' degpise email things.' " Do you 
say, " I have not resolution and patience to go on." "What ! 
not to please God ? At what point can the faithfiil servant 
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I cease pleasing such a master P At what new 
ort may he stop, and »ay, "It is not worth 
ihia — to please God. Thus iia I hare tried to 
but now it becomes too much ; I would rather, 
,der that delight." CoBaider, our Master has 
its, and it should not be absolutely foreign to 
elation (as an argument not to be weary,) that 
!md the best of all hia creatures are never tired, 
isB. Imagine the stupendous activity — the bright 
IB agency— every moment — in bo many acenes 
nents — and &om before the beginning of time I 
we have the Sovereign Master to look down 
this immensity and grandeur of action, to see 
his business aside in disgust P 
I is the Greater than all of them, — to whom 
re commanded to " look leH ihej/ he wearied amd 
vr minda." Think of his appointed work, the 
t ever was to be done on the earth, so great, aa 
teraction to all the sins of all the saved ! and at 
it of endurance. What toils, what grievances, 
) (as to his humanity) attended Hia mighty 
f he had been " toearied," and left but one thing 
' he had shrunk and failed, what sensation in 
1 — earth! Let his followers advert to that, 
3d to shrink from service, and to say it is too 
en this repugnance arises, go, and look at Him ! 
e as if any given Christian service had been to 
i in hit pretence — under his inspection ; — would 
wearyf He is the grand transcendent example, 
a good work mnat be gone through with; to 
such, the conclusion is indispensable. " SJa 
to the end thail be aetved." " Se that looketh 
tfor the hingdom of Qod." 
eing "weary," let it be considered what is the 
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fittest introduction and discipUiie for the otlier world. On 
what termB would a thoughtful spirit desire to go into it P 
Surely so as that there should be the greatest delight and 
fitness. "Well, then, if it be considered as a regt, labour, • 
up to the time ; or, an aetiva scene— bring highly exerted 
powers. Is it a scene for the triumph of Tictory P but then 
the good fight must be maintained up to the Tery gate. 
View it as an acceaa to the noblest society, but then the 
new-comer must have belonged to the best eociety where he 
went &om. In all reuon, we must wish to bring, as near 
as possible, together, in likeness as well as time, the habits 
and spirit of the state we aspire to, and those in the state 
we quit ; that it may not be a vast t^uptt 

But, to descend to lower conaiderations. We might aak 
a maa who has engaged himself in the service of God — the 
"well doing," what relief he would gain by yielding to tbff 
weariness P "When a tired labourer can repose, upon laying 
aside his work, that it something. But can our Christian 
labourer P Will hia conaeience of duty be "wearied" out, 
and be quiet P (Jonah — " What doett thou here, Elijak?"') 
Looking at his means, powers, and opportunities, will he 
not be ashamed to have them p They reproach him with 
the use he might make of them. How would a soldier who 
had deserted &om cowardice in battle, look at hia arms ? 
When he sees (within his proTince) good things not done, 
or spoOed in the manner of doing p When he meets the 
complaints, or even the regrets, of those whom he declines 
any more to aid! When he beholds the activity of evil? 
Or, when he sees good works going fonvaxd, and no thanks 
to him P His must be a restless state, if he have conscience 
and generous feeing. And, then, aa to the "reaping" — 
hU reaping — that goes out of sight. He hu (our text im- 
plies) made worthy exertions heretofore. Then let him call 
up to view, the motives — the reasons. Are they turned to 
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r not valid ttowf which of them is not F Iiore 
6 to Christ— do thejr " eonitrain " no longer t 
tmbition of rendering some email part of the 
a better than it is — ia that no longer worth the 
tempting F The desire of being associated in 

action with the most excellent of our race P 
ace in the assurance that we "thallreap" — is 

But the labourers in the good cause must 
T this assurance ; standing, as it does, combined 
umber of prDmises to the some effect ; a mag- 
ihlage ! 

ed, that a creature perfectly good would serre 
pbly on the pure principle of obedience ; — yes, 
iw and sublimely elevated ground. But, G>od 
lA his Bcrvants on this ground. Ko; he has 
em, bright and conspicuous, what he has con- 

call reward. It was so even with Sim, who 
perfect, the Mediator, who, "for the joy that 

Aim, endured the erott and detptaed tie ahame." 
bt, it is so with every faithful servant in the 

D."— We may take this as an assuiance, gena- 
CBS in the Christian labour itself; success bo 
s extent; so much as shall amply repay the 
h leBS, perhaps, than desired, and sanguinely 
ut besides this — even independently of it — the 
lithful will "reap" the Divine approbation and 
the C^reat MaBter's final applause! The em- 
I "Well done!" wiH not be proportione to 
of succesB, but to the devotedness, dihg aioe, 
!verance. As to the " due tea»on" that must 
wisdom of Him who has "ihe timet and teatone 
•eer." Whenever it comeB, it will bring perfect 
ts being the right time ; sooner had been pre- 
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mature. The mun substance of the reaping will be in the 
field of Eternity ! 

These general obfierrations might be brongbt into apecifio 
application to various departments of " vieU-doing" besides 
the Christian life in ite general tenor; — to the concern of 
education, — whether in aii^le families, or as to be promoted 
generally among the people f— to endeavours and plans for 
alleviating the distresses of the poor, and imparting religious 
instruction to them ; to all exertions for improving public 
institutions ; for abating in any and eveiy way the corrup- 
tion and misery of mankind ; (heretofore the Slave Trade,, 
and Slavery) the false religiona — idolatry — impostors- 
superstition, — to efforts toj)r(WKrfflwZiyto» among the people 
' — that must be an object for ttie most cogent application of 
the text ; the best of all the " viell-doingt " on this gloomy 
planet. Angels themBelres can be doing nothing better, 
wherever they are at work ; though they work in a grander 
s^le than mortals. And we know of no better methods or 
expedients than such as are already in use, — no undeveloped 
mode of power. Sometimes an impatient emotion may arise 
into a wish that there vere some mightier, and magnificent, 
machinery ; that there were something analogous to those 
prodigioos aagmentations of power which science has sup- 
plied to material forces; and that there were some giant 
agents to work the mighty engines. " The instrumentality 
for promoting religion should be of a strength obviously 
proportioned to the supreme excellence of the cause." (Fine 
vision of effects ; but it passes and vanishea.) There ia an 
authoritative dictate &om the Master; " Ifo, it is you that 
must work, and with such means only as I give you." 

It remains, then, that we can only, teach, and reason, and 
plead, and exhort. Some must employ their labour in 
preaching ; some, perhaps, in writing ; some rendering their 
tribute in the means of giving to religion a clear property ' 
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r, we muat make i 
ese ineanB and o] 
their value and e: 
nissnesB, an unwi 
io them effectual 
mightier order oi 
hole streagth in 
lea." And the w1 
icg would, if we e 
Like ae if men 1 
ot, Bhonld sit dow 
) had but strong 1 

iblenees is, for : 
lae of the means 
> exhortation wou 
I who are looked t 
litj, the requiait 
7o Preacher t; the 
eearj/" as to the 
mett to thefieii." 

in a really thinki 
1 presenting, aga 
Toid a dull, flat si 
their own perfbr 
etimes perceive si 
b hearers. Then 
parativel^r small si 
16 proportion beti 

effect. How mi 
low much, or rati 

weary t» te'ell-doi 
them, to labour i 
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unequal conditiona. — Every good cause, in every age, in the 
hands of the greateat and the best of agents, has been sub- 
ject to this. But, at the same time, there it some success ; 
sometimes there are conspicuous and most gratilying in- 
stances. Many good efiects are perceptible though not 
strikingly prominent. And as to the general effect on a 
congregation ; let it be considered what may rationally be 
supposed the difference, in the state of their minds, between 
their receiving, and not receiving into them, such a measure 
of important thoughts. (Suppose the perfect absence ol 
this, or all withdrawn, everything else being e^ual.) And 
whatever be the measure, let the preacher consider the 
value of spiritual and moral good, by ita ptaUfj/i in the 
proportion of gcdd to the inierior, though valuable, metals. 
He may be prompted to say, " If it 50, then, bo precious, 
why does not Gkid grant more of itF" Ansvrer, Iso man 
on earth knows. But if the preacher were meaning to ask, 
in a tone of complaint, why hit labours are not rewarded 
with ampler success (as deserving it), he would justly be 
smitten with a severe and humbling rebuke. It would be 
rating his exertions at a prodigiously exaggerated price 
indeed, if he should require that his course should be 
nothing but a triumphal procession. Let him say, if he can 
or dare, what measure of inestimable good would not be 
worth the sum of his labours. Supposing him faithfiil 
through life — and, near the end of it, to have but a very 
moderate account to make up of what he believes his suo- 
ceas to have been, can we conceive him to say, " It is not 
worth the labour I have emended, — I might aa well have 
given way to weariness, and let the work alone t " 

But, while we take the matter thus on a humble ground, 
we Burely may hope and txust that, with the progress of 
time, a higher proportion of success mil attend all Christian 
operations. Looking forward with perfect confidence to a 
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-id happy age, we are willing to hope it may not be 
>ff. And it would be according to the usual proco- 
;he Divine dispeneatioos that aomething of what is 

should be thrown forward into the introductory 

We may bope for a cbange gradually advancing 
Indeed, if ChriBtianity do not adfaace more rapidly 
■etofore, the world mill grow vone ; because other 
f great power and consequence are in a state of 
ion, and they need, absolutely, that Chriatiauity 
tdvance parallel with them, to keep them &om 

mi8chie£ The elements of the moral world will 
f proportion, and immeasurable disorder the conse* 

And even if there were not this necessity for the 
of conbul, we cannot believe that God would let 
resa of hia religion be quite the hindmost, — other 

power marching boldly on, and thia left yonder, at 
r slow pace, almost out of sight. 

trust, then, that in times not veiy iar o^ the 
promoters of religion (preachers and others) will 
Tonger stunulus against " wearineai" in the more 
iccess of the good cause. But then, so mnch the 

ffuth, and more generous resolution, vnll be 
by their resisting and overcoming the tendency to 

will need, we trust, but a few closing sentences in 
of turning the exhortation to the special purpose of 
int occasion — L e. the request for aid toward mak- 
house a clear property to the cause of Gkid, so that 
be said every piece of stone and timber belongs 
And it is in the simple character of petition, 

1 to good will, and Christian generosity, that such 
; is pleaded ; since, as Dissenters, we have nothing 
pon, or appeal to, but the " voluntary prindple," (» 
1 fflidowments ;) that is, we can claim nothing but 
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what indiTiduals may refaae. What thoueands, therefore, 
what milliona, of tokens of ^ee-wtZi are enclosed within our 
walla. (This, perhaps, a better cement than any interven- 
tion of power would have been.) That bo much has 
Toluntaril^ been done, and is doing, should be accepted as 
evidence of a concern for the cause of God, rather than any 
factious hostility to the National Ohurch. Those who im- 
pute such a motive would marvel if thej were aware how 
little is said in our meeting-houBeB, bow very rarely the 
subject of DiBB^it ia in an; way adverted to ; indeed, too 
little. 

But will not the liberal voluntary principle &il ua at last, 
under the continual daime (ezactionB almost) that are made 
on it P It will, if the exhortation in the text fful. There 
does often arise in the minds of contributors, the idea, 
eomewbat in the form of an objection and resistance, 
" There is no end to these applications." But if there were 
an end to them, what would that show, but that a great 
expansive and beneficent agency, was stopped by some &tal 
limit? that some power {what power f) had said to it, 
'^Tkiafar, hut no farther?" And that would imply that 
an immense number yet remaining of the people of our 
land should receive little or nothing of the benefits of the 
Gospel of Christ. The very numerous applications show 
that this melancholy doom has not fallen upon them, And 
as they gradually receive the Glospel, how many of them 
will bless Qod that his servants, here and there, were not 
" weary in viell-doiTig !" 

In some instances an objection is raised, (not quite with- 
out reason,) that the undertaking is on too ambitions a 
scale ; au edifice too spacious, decorated, costly. We need 
not say, the house we are now in foils under no censure. 
In regarding the claims of a house for the service of 
religion, let it be considered how long the utility may en- 
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dure; one long lapse of j&xn after another, co-extended 
with the life of Beveral generations. What a countless 
series of sentences of instmotioaB I petitiona i^ prayer, so 
many that he alone to whom they are made can keep the 
vast account I Blessings &om Him in consequence ; yee, 
in this TCiy house. So that the contributed property — 
money^Hleposited in the walls {"twtk," in commercial 
phrase) will be yielding tpiritual interest indefinitely on- 
ward. And this is one of the ways in which some of those 
will ''reap" who are not "weary" of giving aid to the 
object. The habitual attendants, it may be hoped, will do 
so in their own persons, in the first instance ; afterwards, in 
those they leave behind. The occasional friends will ac- 
knowledge that, through the medium of benevolence and 
love to religion, thof may enjoy a portion of the good, a 
certain interest in the good, which others obtain. Happy 
to "reap" in any of these waysl But, iadependently of 
all this — there is the consideration of the Sovereign Master, 
the sublime perfection of all beneficeace, who takes accouat 
of his servants for another world; who loses sight of do 
instance, throughout all time, of faithful perseverance in 
the good cause ; loses none from his remembrance ; and, in 
fulfilling his promises, will surpass all their expectationa 
and conceptions. 2%0» wiU they find that " thMr labour 
iat not betm in vain ut tJte Lord" 
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" They helped eeery one kit neighbour ; and every one eaid to 
hit broths. Be of goofi cowage." 

Ab a text is, of course, to be read for a good purpose, it ma; 
aeem of doubtful propriety to cite language applied to a lad 
one, as here. But aa Matthew Senry says, it is hard if we 
may not sometimes avail ourselves of what has been done 
and said for evil, to enforce what is good. The verses pre- 
ceding seem to describe the heathens aa alarmed at the 
striking manifestations of the true God. But instead of 
renouuciBg their idols, they went the more zealously to the 
work of Idolatry. There were gods too few, not shaped to 
every &ncy, and we have a description of the process of 
making a new one. It seems to hare been a willing service ; 
they were on " the Voluntary Prineifle;" but let it be no 
disparagement to that principle that Pagam acted on it, — 
unless it be better that Ohritfiatu should sv^ort their reli- 
gion on eompuhion. 

What the inhabitants of this planet, between willingness 
and compulsion, hare done, in labour and cost, for false reli- 
gions, is an amazing spectacle for contemplation. Think of 
all the heathen temples ! "We have notices in histoiy of 
some that have wholly or nearly vanished from the face of 
the earth, but that were once of great celebrity and resort. 
Others, described as of immense magnificence, have only 
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left their memomla, in parts of their f 
menta of columns, pieces of sculpture, 
of stones. Many others, in Tarious At 
exhibit prodigions grandeur and beau 
Borne, Baalbec, Palmyra. And there i 
some regions, in a complete state, many 
the serrice of pagan gods and abomina 
globe has been (if we may so spe^) etn 
with the splendid prominences of triumph 
spirits, haunting it, have had, as it were, 
go in and out of; — while good ones, si 
to survey mighty fortreasea of war against 
wonder, unless instructed in the mystery 
All this has been done by human conti 
Over the greater part of the earth tl 
raised these proud structures against hean 
as found at its discovery ; in Europe, — 11 
and Italy ; in Asia, to an incalculable a 
Europe, and western Asia, the datzling I 
at once the beauty and grand dimensi 
such that we cannot wonder the popi 
chanted and overawed ; — Egypt above 
vastnesa, consuming almost half a natioi 
cessive genefations, aa at Camac. Aft 
may well doubt whether all the structur 
Christian worship have absorbed so muct 
the temples of heathenism. But, if we 
throw over to the aame account as pag 
hommedan moaquea, — and, in addition, 
Chrittian edifices, has been merely for tb 
and superstition — ^there ia no longer anj 
whole sum of what has been expended 
for the service of Christianity would 
the comparison. What was 5(. Peter'g 
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flzpedients waa the monej raked? The same expedient 
was reaorted to in certain of our own CathedraU. 

But it may be said, — why this escuTBion from one end of 
the world to the other, so foreign apparently, to any present 
business i And truly, it is a vast transition from such 
ediScea aa we have been describing, to our plain, humble, 
dissenting meeting-houses. But such lui introductory 
reference has been suggested by the prominent characteiv 
iatic apparent in the text, namely, zealous ethoperatum; 
" eperif man helped hit neighbour," and the thing was 
accomplished. In contemplating those astonishing works 
for heathen religion and other superstitions, one cannot 
help thinking of the immense concurrence and combination 
of exertions. What exercise of genius in devising— con- 
sultationa on tho means and proceedings — ^treasures pro- 
fusely expended — multitudes labouring t(^tber, under 
vigilant incitement and direction — a world of diggbg and 
hewing. — ^^What a troop about one stone, raising it to its 
position, by means which no one can now conjecture ; going 
on irom one ten years to another, and all in an assured 
faith that, in being acceptable to the Deity, it would be 
beneficial to men; all in a thousand ways "helping" each 
"Aw neighbour." A hundred hands were engaged on a 
single stone ; some at one part of an engine, some at 
another ; and all in the service of religion. 

!Now surely this may be offered and taken as a lesson to 
tie, on the topic of willing aid and co-operation in eugioua 
undertakings. Shall we make, in imagination, the wide 
survey, of so many milhons of fellow-contributors to raise 
the most sumptuous fabrics, to be devoted in clear property 
to false religions and gods, imd not be reminded that even 
these, our comparatively diminutive structures cannot be 
consecrated in full property to the true God but by the 
friendly co-operating aid of numbers? Quite generally, 
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ate of the oaae, with very rare exceptioas, here 
Therefore, the conduct described in our teit is 
example for a much better businesB. Let it be 
jo-operfttion of well-dispoaed neighboura can do 
' f) in worthy imitation of pagans. It ia not, 
ite enough to recommend this practice of 
■iccB, working together — for a religious object. 
hould be said about the principles, the rules, 
oration. 

^t thing would be, that there should be a 
istian principle, aa the general ground of the 

that is, an honest purpose of promoting 
fi — to aid the thing from the desire, and in 
liei^ may be more religion among men; a 
s best thing under heaven, may, hecatue it ia 
ycd to men, enforced on them, put in action' 
.; BO that no inferior consideration, as for 
^rty or sect; still less any bad motive, should 
inducement. 

ie tells of some who " preached Christ even of 
rife" (Philippians L 15), We do not know 
people built preaching-houses, and in the same 
>se preachers ; b"t if they did, St. Paul would 
Jl value on their contributions. And in our 
! have heard of wealthy proprietors of large 
mg chapels, not caring about religion but 
swearing, that it mi^Dded the people, 
■equisite to an amicable co-operation is, the 
jealousy and competition; we have hinted at 

Inevitably, even among good men, there will 
iatinction, sections, parties. And we are not 
r, that they should not do more for the 
ch of their own, than of another. Sut having 
) in common ("ike comtaon lalvation") they 
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sjiould not indulge jealous rivalriea. They ahould not be 
using such language aa — "The other sect wiD be gaining 
against ours — make a greater figure." — "Thej are setting 
up an interest where ire have no station." — "We are sorry 
we had not anticipated, and so precluded them," — "Thoy 
will be more accounted of, among the inhabitants than tee 
ahftll have the opportunity of becoming." — " In some quar- 
ters they have obtained money which tee might have had, if 
, we had been fortunate enough to apply first." — But on the 
other side, — " They are coming too near ua ; how much better 
bad they occupied another district." — "They have a station 
not far from one of ours j — if they obtain a very acceptable 
preacher they will draw away some of our people; we wish 
therefore they may not." It shall be remarked, in a tone 
betraying satiafaction, — "Mr. Sucb-a-one's congregation is 
said to be very thin." I answer, " Tou seem pleased at it ; 
— ia it because he does not, &c." — " N-o ; n-o-t that, but 
&c." — We all know there is too much of such a spirit. 
Yet we are willing to believe it is abating among the 
Dissenting communities in r^pect to one another; and 
would fast abate among all good men, if they would duly 
consider how much there ia for all of them to do. 

Again — in rendering " help " in a religious cause, men 
should not be calculating bow much consequence they shall 
gain by it and for it. — " WHl it be adequately estimated, to 
my praise aa a benefactor ? " — " Shall I rank, as I ought to 
do, among the supporters and co-operators P " — "Will it 
gain me a due share of influence, in the particular case, or 
in others ? " Some men, in Chriatian societies, have 
rendered what would have been valuable aaaistance, if 
diveated of such conditions. And some, beginning to do 
so, have declined and withdrawn because these conditions 
(mental atipulationa) were not realized. Their principle of 
mutual " help " seemed to be, that ikey would help a 

TOI. II. X 
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religioua undertaking, if it woold help tbem 
in the religioiia commimity. But let all e 
culatisg go back to tbe point of calculatinf 
much religum there is in all this. 

If a work be, substantially, good and ben 
lours " should not refuse the assisting hand 
tiont. Such may be made, and perhaps justl 
undertaking. Something or other, in the 
eipedienta— or management, may be object 
had always where they existed, been allowed 
may ask, what good project would ever hare 
(Among the fellow workmen in the text i 
been zealous for the object, one might haT< 
wood is not of tho right sort," — another, " j 
pure enough," <&c.) Small points of obj 
venient excuses for the unwilling. The que 
is it good in the main P Or thus, — ^Is it ct 
on the ground of these objections you wo 
done at all P Do you judge that it had betti 

"We may add, in some cases, where the c 
undertaldng were antecedently, just and e 
claims may be placed on a different groi 
done. We ought not to be tenacious of a 
For example; in cases of meeting-houses 
built with too little calculation and prude 
not be supported ? 

It is a very obvious thing to add, that " i 
rendered in some fair proportion to ability 
evident, but invidiouB. It is plain, howere: 
and the much are to be estimated by the 
means. Such, at least, was our Lord's ju 
case of the widow's mite. This virtual or 
claims the special consideration of that 
religious community which Providence ba 



Dig t,z^=;,. Google 



THE TOtUNTAHT 

iftfoured. It is not for tJiem to be well Batiafied with thorn- 
selves for rendering only a Utile larger share of aid than 
what ifl expected irom those in mnch inferior condition. 
Liberal-minded persons of this inferior order are sometimes 
heard to compLun. — The expensivenesB of our " Volwttaty 
SynteiiC' carries its claims for downward in the religious 
body i and that body should be, in respect to this concern 
of Christian libtorality, somewhat like Nebuchadnezzar's 
image— the head should be otgold. 

At the same time, let it bo obaerred, that persons 
co-operating should not punctiliously measure their own 
proportion by what others do, iat this is quite losing sight 
of the merits of the object ; or, making them wholly depend 
on a jealous comparison, one with another, of its promoters. 
But who has not, in some iostance, heard it said — " I allow 
the thing would be a good thing, but such or such persons, 
who ought to give aaaiBtance, vAU not, and therefore I will 
not P " Or again, — " Aa regarding the claims of the object, 
I should not refuse to contribute — so much, or so much, — 
but I will not, because I understand that certain persons 
(named) do not contribute at all in what T deem iheir due 
proportion." That is to soy, — " I will care no more for a 
good thing than they do, who, I am pronouncing, care far 
too little. — Their wrong is my right. — I will, generously, 
shore the censure with them, by placing myself on the same 
ground." 

But what win a man come to, who shall adjust his rule ' 
of duty on other men's deficiencies P Looking round to 
gee how much less they do tlion even in his opinion they 
ought, in order that he may follow their example I Surely 
we might say to him, — " Do not punish the good cause 
itself for the fault of those who ought to be more its 
friends, and thus double the wrong. How would you take 
it if you were in picseiug necessity, and a friend should 
x2 
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"I would do materially more for you, bat 
;her friends, on whom you have imquestionable 
)ld and parsimonious in their asaiBtance to 
would answer, " Why, that is oontrihutaug to 
its much as to my relief 1 " 
nay be a proper observation here — that in the 
jood undertaking, the willing promoter tm^, 
e hia liberality comUHonal on that of others, 

appear to be plainly impracticable, unless 
ader greater asaiatance ; or if it be a project 
Itious, ho will lightly withhold his own. 
png, then, that proportum is to be strongly 
1 the general statement of duty ; but, at the 
at none are absolved &om their own share on 
the deficiency of others. Here let our Lord's 
ice be done (as in the instance of the widow's 
mallest tribute yielded when it is in that pro- 
ch tribute will be welcomed by all who have 
im, rather than of the world's pride and 
alth. 

pserve next, that opportune "help" is specially 
n intervention apparently in itself not very 
has sometimes saved a house from burning — 
being wrecked; — has decided a battle; — has 
ly, or even a state, from ruin. There have 
leaaons for some religious or benevolent under- 
7 commonly in their earlier periods especially 
eded extraordinary aid, while a first expense 
7 on them in the form of debt j while they . 
vealthy patrons to smile on them : when they 

full time to show their beneficial operation ; 

Christians may look at the Pagans in our 
B and do likewise." By such a liberal pro 
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Deeding they will put a power into the bands to effect more 
of that ineBtimable good wbich th^ all profess to be 
desiioaa of .effecting. And & generous mn n will be glad 
to see that what is power in his own hands is conveyed to 
become power in others. It will help to reclaim another 
piece of the world's wHdemesB for Christ. While they are 
saying " thy kingdom gotm!" each will remove out of its 
way one obstructive stone, to put it into the walls of the 
Hoose of Prayer. Each may ssy — " I pr^ for it, and I 
have done a little more to prore that my prayer is not 
empty words 1" like Cornelius's devotions; "thy prM/era 
and fht/ alms are come Mp /or a memorial itfore Qod." 
And the grand consideration in all this is, that it is to be 
done for Qod ; and not to be regarded as a mere perioral 
favour, to a local interest, congregation, or preacher, though 
they will feel it to be that too. It is to pray for the 
munitions and operations of war on his enemies' territory ; 
or, it is to pay for the compact of peace between him and 
■ome of those enemies. The call for help ventures to take 
his condescending words, Come to " the help qf the Lord." 
We should briefly take up the latter words of our text, 
" Every man aaid to hi* brother, Se of good eoufage." The 
employment creates a kind of fraternal relation. We need 
not dwell on the value of courage, as a principle of power, 
— as an actual cause of success, — as something greatly 
additional to the bare meoua. It seems to transmute means 
and instruments into a higher quality than their natural one; 
aa if there were a power to turn wood into iron, or inferior 
metals into silver and gold ; so very different are the very 
same means in the hands of a courageous or a cowardly 
agent. If any ouo ask what need of courage in a good 
cause, the answer is, — " What will timidity and deepondeniy 
aceon^li*K when there are obatniction, resistance, hard 
effort, slow success f Think, but for courage, how many 
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jood enterpriBe wouid never have been attempted,— or 
ittempted would have come to nought. (The Eeform- 
]n ; fflisaiona to Bavage tribes.) Sad designs have 
nnnded this quality to a vast amount. In the might;y- 
ings of evij, think, what resolution, what confidence 
dst unpromising beginnings, what braving of opposition 

danger, what energj of execution ! In such a view, what 
lonour in the serrants of Ch)d to be looking at 'nothing 

the discouragements, — anticipating nothing bat failure, 
ling Fear the interpreter of every sign. 
'till, ii there good ground for courage, in Christian 
Icrtakings? Nobody doubta it, as to the general and 
mate success of the Christian cauae. But in any 
[icular case — for the general can only prosper by the 
Heviar, as in the one which ia our present object. Con- 
r, how many congratulations are passing round in our 
istian community ; on what subject especially P Why 

;— 7that here and there, there ia rising up a new 
^oua interest, — in a desolate, rude, and almost barbarous 
net — in some place itsdf newly growing into a populous 
;hbourhood ; — in the neglected outskirts of some great 
n, — where there was much to discourage beforehand, 
1 the attempt ; difficulties in the outset and the first 
p; but remarkable incidents in &Tour, with hopeful 
earances and progress at present. Ton are sure to hear 
tiese events ; one infallible channel of intelligence is the 
gar; — this mode of receiving the intelligence, makes, 
be first instance, rather a grave impression. It is on 
iction that the pleasing sentiment arises, and we say. 
Here is evidence that religion is in progress ; here is 
>f how much in the right the beginners were, in saying 
Lmante his brother ' £e of good ctmrage !'" 
fe may not irrationally indulge the imagination of what 
e of these Christian stations will have become some 
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tvectj OF thirty years hence ; or by the time of the old age 
of those who are young vith the young iatereata. The 
Christian cause there ia like the Banyan tree. It is a 
circumBtance of encouragement to a new or recently com- 
menced interest, that tome attention to religious observance 
is becoming much more associated with a sense of decency, 
or Bay, respectability. Many are beginning to feel that it 
looks low, and vulgar, and disreputable never to attend a 
place of worship ; that they shall be regarded with a kind 
of contempt by what are called the better classea. If this 
feeling bring them, 'tis well, so far ; or even if idle curiosity 
or civility to a relation, or the example of a neighbour, 
bring them ; any cause, in short ; and it is quite certain 
that such influences wUl be in operation, more and more. 
All this says, "Se of good courage!" 

"We may advert to the fact that, from all causes together, 
there is a vast increase of external attention to religious 
worship. Think of the condition of the millions in former 
times! worse then heathenism, and bad still to a fearful 
extent. But there is a great abatement of the rancour, 
annoyance, and outrage of former times. We are compa- 
ratively like persons having escaped from a mob into quiet 
company : this is attributable in some degree to the Law. 
But, besides that, there is an increasing sense, however 
crude in many minds, that there it something in religion, 
afler all ; that those who are under its influence are wor< 
thier persons, and that they are more safe for the e»i of 
things ; also, there are the proofs in actual instances, of the 
good effect in the amendment of temporal condition. 

Education, again ; — whatever advancement we do, or shall, 
make in that knowledge will, sorely, not be suffered to 
carry off its pupils further from religion than where igno- 
rance and barbarism wonld have left them, l^o ; it must, 
by the measure of religious instruction mingled in the dis- 
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it must place them more in the neighbonrbood, bo to 
of religioii, more within bearing of its call, and better 
landing its language ; — having in the Boul Bomething 
compelled to answer, at least silently, to its voice. 

the instructed are not left ahle to say, with perfect 
I know nothing at all about that, — it can be no con- . 
f mine." The religious trutlia, the solemn ideas, 
■ced and fixed in the mind, by anything but a 
3dly conducted education, will be something whereon 
hold, — afford, shall we say, handles. Especially the 

immediately attached to our places of worship may 
.oned on, for a successive accession to the assembly 
■we of the gospel — many of the children themselves, 
grown up — their relations — and their descendants 
1 generations yet far off. And there is an assured 
it, that a portion of them, through the uuealculated 
•s onward, will be of Christ's disciples, and primarily 

in this particular neighbourhood, to the raising of 
y walls which at this moment enclose ns. But then, 
all estimate the difference between the existence of 
local resort for worship and instruction, and what 
e would have been if it had not 6xist«d ? liiere are^ 
, in and around such a local station, other religious 
mevolent operations, less public and formal, but 
7 to them. The principle of co-operation is fast 
! ground in our religious communities, in combining 

modes of agency. There are more persons to say, 
ir useful efforts, " Brother, he ^ good courage." 
;e is greatly augmented by the conjunction of asso- 
rorkmen. If to a solitary labourer be added two, 
)F four more, he seema to become himself more than 

before. Each does not only n^ to hia brother, "Be 
l courage!" but practically helps him, and does not 

give in. Let it be observed that true courage is a 
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patient qn&lity. There may be bravery that has its fits, and 
daringB, and explosions, and performB achievementa by tern- 
porary impulses ; but the true courage keeps firm, takes its 
time, and goes steadily forward. 

In coming to an end, it is quite to oar purpose to obserre, 
that this exhortation, " JBe qf good eowrage!" is highly 
grati^riug and animating when ib cornea fkim persons 
who have much ability, with equal willingness, to render 
asaiatance. The good will and kind wishes, when there is 
no ability, are welcome, and esteemed as they ought. The 
small contribution, when the means are very limited, is (rf 
as much value, as to the motive, and in the sight of God, 
as a much larger in a different case. But, for practically 
efficient aid, in this kind of ' co-operation, it is very desirable 
to become indebted, (ahaU I say) to those who, having re- 
ceived more liberaDy from Providence, regard it as a trust, 
and themselvea as Clod's stewards. 

To the highest class in point of opulence, we have no access. 
They would regard with contempt such a thing as a plain Bap- 
tist, or any other dissenters' meeting-house. It is striking and 
melancholy to contemplate such men, leaving their enormous 
wealth behind, and carrying their account to the tribunal ; 

(the late for instance, the commander of millions). 

While they live, the "god of thi« world" has them and 
their wealth ; they depart to find there is a Ood in anotier 
world. Also, as disaentera, we have no key to the great 
treasury of state-proviaion ; and we can answer for our 
main and consistent tribe, that we would not accept that 
key, if offered ; let it rust till corroded to atoms, for us. 
We only ask to be exempted from all demands from that 
quarter. They might really understand that we have 
enough to do on our own account, in our volimtary exertions 
for trying, under Clod's help, to enlighten and reclaim a 
moat miserably>neglected people. There is a wonderfu] 
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f knowledge, or excess of prejudice, in the small ac- 
made, in some parts of the oational community (legis- 

included), of what ia voluntarily done by Disaentera, 
ligion and moral improvement, throughout the land. 
immense and encreaaing expenditure, their numerous 
requented places of worship, with the adjunct of 
B, and their multifarious exertions in other waya, 
hardly to come even in sight, when the discussion is 

the means of religious instruction in the land. Or, 
£t of such magnitude doet obtrude on attention, it is 
ated so much done and expended just for the 
;ence of a perverse sectarianism. 
11; our "praite" not being "of men," let it be "cf 

And truly, no praise that men could bestow would be 
tquate reward ; it would be an empty honour set against 
stantial sacrifice. The loftiest eulogies conferred by 
lost elevated portion of society, by courts, and 
ments, and hiera^hies, and nobles, would be a poor 
dent for what Dissenters have had to do, are doing, 
ust continue to do, in the service of religion ; would be 
iiivnlent, even for what you, my friends, are requested 
this day. 

i our service to the cause of C^od be a genuine tribute 
Sering to God himself, in the humble &ith and hope 
re effect a little, — a little (but clearly discerned and 
Bcendingly apprehended by him) in that great intro- 
ry process by which he will at length transform this 
ible world into " the kingdom of Qod and his Ohritt ; " 
it, when that great consummation is come, it shall be 

memory that we, in our short sojourn on earth, had 

our humble co-operation with his servants, and even 
Simself, — " teorkers together with God." 
.1840. 
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on THB IBSTITUTION OF PKEACHINO. 



BOMAIfS 3. 14, 

" Soto thall they hear without a Freaek^ ? " 

In looking forward through the course of tho future gene- 
rations of our race, we see them constantly subject to a 
number of great and urgent wants, which muat be supplied. 

* In 1822 Mr. Foater wrote an Addresa on behalf of this Institution, 
from nhich the folloiring paragraphs are eitiacted (omitting some local 
and special references), tor the purpose of Olnatiating some of the topics 
in the discourse: — 

" A verjr little mtional conrideistion of the mental lesomceB and 
exertions, required in a man who is to explain and inculcate (he compre- 
hensive system of the Guriatian doctrine and morals, in a ministTation to 
multitudes in public, and to indiiidu&ls in private, of all ages, and of eietj' 
diversitj of disposiUon, capadty, and rituation, and that ministration coit< 
dnued through many fean, might sufRce to show the importance of his 
haring a conuderabl; extended introdnctorj portion of time, to be devoted 
to the diligent improTemenI and exemae of all his bculdes, to the acquisi- 
tion of materials fbr his work, and of rulea and methods for performing it 
in n vorthj' manner. Hia whole aabeeqnent life, indeed, is to be a oourae of 
improTement ; but this introductory period, well emptojed, will be of 
inestiniBble use in fanning his mind to the right hahit 6)t it, and inuring 
him to the labour. 

» Among Diaaenten it is of peculiar importance to afford this adyantage 
to young men preparing ibc the CbriatiBii nunistry; becanse, as we do not 
fii this appointment on a portion of our youths as a mere professional 
destination, without a n^ard to piety and ainlity, it must frequenttj 
happen, that the persons in whom these indispensable requisites hecome 
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5 inBtantly see Joie they will be supplied. We fore- 
og succession of the produce of the earth — diffusive 
, and ripeniiig harrests ; all the iaboura and rewards 

>t tbe ^e of mtnhood, will be luch aa hare doI enjoyed the 
■ of a ngnkr ednoation. 

raid) vith great inteieet ereiy remarkable inaiiiicatBtian of mcb 
It in young men of our congregationa. To otaanre thii diacloeure 
atUying on thur own nccount. But it it not long before ire 
to think, of what Tslue th«w qunlifioitiaiu might be, as applied 
dal lervice of Chriitianity. When we conrnder the itBte of that 
ae in the world, and in oar own country, it ii imposoble not to 
a far larger ibim of tbe talent f ri^Hng in the commuBity could 
lid upon, and drawn tbrtb into the operatiana of thia conaecnUed 
r«D in beholding the great diriaioa of mental ability which eaniee 
of relation to pietf , and aeems aa if it knew of no eodi thing in 
, there will often arise the wish, together with a coaadouasesa of 
i wiah in Tain, that an ample abars of this had been just so much 
id agenej in the promodoa of religion. But it ia with more 
^let that we tometima reflect, that here and there are indi- 
rhote npehM mental endowmenta, being comlniied with piet;, 
» marked aa expreaal; belonging to the cauae of God ; but wbo 
Ukheld b; one prarentioii or anotbet, from being effective in that 

rdng to the dearablmesa of bringing into full ac^vity as much aa 
f tbe genaine talent exiadng among our teligioua youth, let it be 
1 what an exIenaiTe and Tarioua agency ia <iuitiniially going on in 
>tion of all that ia aril. Thai opeiatian never inlenuits, for it ia 
of the principle of perpetual motion vainly lought in mechanics. 
ad by that innate depravity which ia combined with all human 
and ia never tired of activity. That activity challenges your 
on ail aidea ; it meela you in practices which are working a still 
an their immediate and abaolote evil, by inc«aaatlj throwing out 
mt fbrce of example ; maintuning ai it wercv a atandaid model 
iiragement for ain, and thoa emboldening other men to do the 
meeta you in language which ia every hour laachiog fbUy and 
> numbeia bt^ond calculatioD, in youth and every atage of Ufe. 
il mmetifiil acting, and tfficaaim* instraction. Now, ia it not 
deairable, that amidat, and in oppoution to, all thia, there should 
ly augmented portion of alnlit; and zeal aent forth into action fat 
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of agriculture ; also the mechuiical and many other arts. 
They will also want government and legislation ; and there 
is no fear that the supply of this should ever fail. 

tmlh and lighteouaoeBB 1 There ate among ouc religiDni jouth Kune 
spiritg — we hope not a lew — which a ptocaa of intellectual diacipline 
would render of great lalue far the better cause, would accomplibh for 
teaching, and pioctaiming, and protesting agaiuit the pievailing impietj 
and wickedneu. And ihould not the leligioiu cominuiutf regard itielf a* 
in a meaiure pledged to God, that theae minda aball be rendered effident, 
b; being brought out to the beat adTantage, agaiiut that wide and povertul 
co-operation for maintaining the dominion of deprantj' 1 At in'liTiduali, 
men will, we are admantahed, be charged aa criminals for burying Ihor 
talmts in ttie earth; but we would Busiest, whether the leligioui com- 
munitj ought not to coosder (he beat endowed minds it ma; contain, as 
talents belonf^ and entrusted to it in its collective capadt}'; and whether 
it can bo altogether acquitted of the same guilt, if it do but little toward 
rendering these capable minds the most effectual agenlattmt they might 
be, ibr leli^on. 

" Let it again be coondered, what a prodigiona calling forth of ability 
there has within oar times been in all other modes of adivit;. It might 
seem as if Ihe human mind, in this part of the world, had ocailf slept out 
its long deep sleep, and wen now in I^hter morning slumbers, ready to 
awake at an; call. In our nstion espedolly, there has been displayed 
whak appears, in comparison with the state of our ancestors, almoM a pre- 
ternatural rcstleasQesB to be in action; so that the Tarioua objects of human 
interest, whether serious or trifling, have eidted such a measure of fiiculty 
and ardour in the pursuit of them, as to raise our wonder at the capabilities 
of man. A suipcising number of able spirits have been impelled into 
every department of literature, of science, of arts, of curious research, of 
enterprise for remote discovery, of schemes tor the change of publio 
institutions, and of the dreadful business of war. Now, while we behold 
this vast amount and snpeifluity of talents directed to everj other purpose, 
can we be content without an efibit to bring forward the best of ^e 
remuning abilities, to prosecute an incoropajably nobler object ? Are we 
willing that thit should obtain but a much slenderer proportion in tho 
distributive allotment of cultivation, intellect, and genius ) 

" It is true that the cause of religion has not remained stationary as it 
respecls the number of inlelligent and Mthflil promoters, while di^rent 
and opposite interests have been receiving so ample an accesoon. Ths 
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ej wiU \rant to be taught Beligion ; and how most 
; be sapplied P There will always be the Bible, — 
of instractive books, — domestic teaching in serious 

rhieh has ariien among men, to propel than in aocli tnsno^ in 
ni of intereM, &□£]', or ambitiaii, irith an indteinent to go 
1 men had era gone before, haj, onder the diviae destination, 
tge raaforeement for the work of Qod and hmnan renoTation. 
1 that we went a itill tnudi larger proportion of the min^B 
rith the new impulse to excrtioii, when to look upon the con- 
B people of OUT towna and Tillage! thnmghout laige tneta <tf the 
fo one who haa aarrejed anj contidenble dronit, with a 
I reli^n and morals, has thn analleat diffioolt}' in naming one 
nother, in a too long nicceamon, where the genuine religion of 
it juat beginnmg to make itaelf heard, and lome places where it 
gun. In many of these mtuatimts, the people are wondaing 
ibiurditj, or designing qoackeiy d religion, it can be, that !» 

«a; into their neiglibondiDods, Thef Can hardly beliere that 
: right senses, unless with some dishonest purpose, can empli^ 
in the propagation of mch fbllf. I'bey had always imagined 
a enough, and of the right old standard quality, was to be had 
:e befoie, by any that wanted it. Ludicrous stories, without 
e made and drcutated in the ne^bourhoodl, respecting the 
slty, and the expressions, gestures, and personal adientures, of 
come to publish it. Nerertiieless, when it Gomes quite close 
By are tempted to hear it, notwithstanding their prejudices and 
tiat experience is continually proving that, with here and there 
i place, there are sure to be hearera where there are zealous 

Some salutary coemon of a superior power compels them, in a 
eh themselvo cannot Bcctnmt for, to go again and again within 
le Toice of the &iiatic. la it not, then, most desirable and 
^t there ahoold be a great addition to the number of such 
tie Bake of such hearers 1 

y places where these eSbrts hare been made for sevoal yeara, 
il signs of ■ucc«ae, it is in but a rery scanty meagiue. that tbe 
ationed at the distance of many miles fiom such distrids or 

able to extend their labours thither. The deficiency is but 

■upplied, dther in kind or trequency of service, by less com- 
aliBed teachets, belonging to our religious societies. Hoe it 

imputed to us that we can mean any diqraragement to the 
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fiuniliei, — and that occasional ioBtructioa wHch wise and 
religious men will be giving to those around them. There 
will be the instractiTe admonitoiy erents of Providence, — 

efforta of tbote warthr and lueful lalKniren. On the conCnr]', we estimate 
them highlf, rejoice eiceadingly in thar incresBng ntunbeT snd activity, 
sod with that nunjr man tnaf apeedily be eidted to do like tb«m, — 
piorided slira;^ that, vhile they proceed in teaching othei^ they b« 
■anduous in the on of all AtUinable means foi their own progreaxTe 
unproTement. 

" But, at the same time, it a plain to common lenae, that it miut be of 
TMt importanM to the honoui and Bucceaa of religioD, that aa many aa 
ponible of iti pnblic tcachen ahould be men of great mental cnltiration, — 
eieidaed in i^ular and erea Mien laboon of thinking, — pnaaeaaing a 
fiee and yet accurate command of wardii, on the light choice and disposi- 
tion of which it depends whether their thinking shall be vorUi anything to 
othei men, — tunuahed with a coioidGiable store of taiioBB knowledge, — 
and qoalified to appear to adianlage in sodety. Tbe necealty that many 
of our pFeaehen should stand thus high, is becoming the more apparent 
^nd urgent from the Tery drcumstanee on which we have beoi remerking; 
namely, tbe constantly increasing number of such preaehen as hsTe 
enjoyed but a very limited degree of the privilege of education, ^ihet in 
early or more adTauced jronlh. While the number of th«se is so last 
aiigtoenting, it must be the wish of erery conmderate person among our 
relii^ous friends, that oui miniiten of the moat cultivated order should still 
be of a number to preserve aome proportion to them, both for the sake of 
muntaimng the reapectability, in tbe view of the community, of a vocation 
with which reli^n is so much implicated, and that there may be in every 
place, men whcae evident sapeiiority may exert an influence, of example, 
advice, and moral control, over those of subordinate qualiG cations. A 
minister respected for his clearer intelligence, and more extcuve nttain- 
ments, may be a centre of oomlnnation and inDuence to a little band oC 
theae auxiliaries, and dispose tbdr opeiatioBi in such a manner as to 
render them doubly useful 

" We hardly need advert to the obvious conoderation of the demands 
mad« apon our institution for preaehen to occupy the ptacaa of the elder 
tmea mcceauvely removed by death, — except to observe, that there is not 
one of those veneiable senants of Christ, who would not, in laying down 
his work, dence that his anccenor m^ht excel him in every qualification 
for the service; and devoutly pray, if the thought were suggested to him, 



Dig t,z^=;,. Google 



Dig t,z^=;,. Google 



OH THE IHSTITUTION OF PKKACHINa. S21 

capedient of Fbiaohiro. It was in use under the ancieDt 
diapeuBation. It has been the grand instnunent in pro- 
moting Ghrietianity ; and it is to be employed through all 
nationa and agea. It is quite a natural rational ezpedieid 

fixed immonbly (like mem dnil up in ■ ganiwni, while thej diould b« 
■kinnidiinj over tbe wide Geld) in itatioitt whete doos might erei ^ve 
themRlrea the trouble to come in oul way, l« Temie a •troke on tfaeii 
coDiciencea. And our eftorU haie not been at all the leu beneficia], for 
the degndalioa at preaching in a hnmble Khool-rDom, in the bimer't 
bam, or died, or kitchen, in an unoccupied woriiihop, or on the deck of 
«ome old hulk, — untiallowed placet 1 but in which haa beea dcTeloped, in 
very many inabincet, the genn of a leil irhich hai renilted, nthia a few 
join after, in n commodioas and well&Hjuented meeting-hoDia. 

" Let not, huwevei, the views here preseDted ba dnelt apon in the Bpirit 
of aelf-congratuUting canity : the; aie intended for the porpoee of admo- 
nition and aolicitation. It will auielj appear deninbie that out public 
pmehing, with all ila accompanjing aecondar; expedienta of religioui 
inBtruction. diould be Tigonnuly continued and itill farther extoided, both 
in ita ordinary exerdaa, and in ita more kregular and eiouiaTe operationa. 
But what if ignomnce, mental imbedtitj, or the nahneaiof undiiciplined 
leal, ihould become conspicuuoi in the proaecution of Ifau great service I 
Let any lenHble fiiend of religion recollect in what manner he hag been 
affected bj eiamptea which he niiij have witneeaed of thia kind; what 
hiQuence be thought nich ezhibitiona likel; to have on the aereml rlaani 
of bearers ; what lenuuks of aanie of them be gladlj escaped IVoin 
liHenii^ to. And then let him sa; if it be ponible, conriitetitlj with a 
uncere concern for the ChtiitiHu cauae, to be indifferent whether the 
greatest attainable meeiure of understanding, jndidoua thinking, appro- 
priate language, and illuitratiie knowledge, shall perrade an active system 
which aims st making men witer and better. He certwnly will not say, 
in answer to this, that the efficacy of the ministtstiim depends on that 
Spirit whose power is not limited by the quality of the meanh We all 
know that, right welL But it is juit aa clear a truth, that the profeaaed 
frienda of the goapel will never be admitted, by ita Author, to have proved 
tfaeir lincere care ibr ita honour and progreaa, by a carelessness respecting 
the fitness of the means and instruments, while the greet and lanting 
mischief dime to it by ill-adapted instrument* has been a plain matter of 
bet before their eyes," .... 

TOl. II. T 
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ndufllly, or in families. An immeaeurable labour which 
must have worn months snd jeaea awaj ! And indeed if 
the Instructor could (according to some of the wild fantasies 
of the Hindoo mythology) become many men, for the work, 

there would not be found any opportunity for the private 
instruction of all these auditors. With how few of them 
could he find any fair opportunity ! Besides, he can say 
what he thinks may he useful to each one, far more fireel; 
and boldly, when he is to say it to several hundreds, than 
be could to almost any individual. 

We may observe further, with respect to these assemblies of 
hearers, that by means of the Institution of Preaching many 
are receiving some religious information who would other- 
wise receive absolutely none. Do yon, in thought, resolve a 
a numerous congregation into the particulars, in all their 
places, and make a charitable computation of the proportion 
that would hear and read something about religion in the 
course of the week, if there were no Preaching. But would 
they not do it less P And how large a remaining number 
that would not do it at all ! Follow them in thought, — ^thia 
person and that. They would be worse than moat of the 
Pagans ; at least, they would pay incomparably less atten- 
tion to anything concerning Beligion. 

It is mainly by the institution of preaching that Beligton 
is kept a conspicuous thing, a public acknowledged reality ; 
BO much being said about it, ia so many people's hearing, 
and BO often. This keeps it in view as something which 
mankind agree should be thought of. If we are told 
that we ought rather to say it is Fvhlie Worihip that 
has this effect, we have to answer, that Public Worship, 
teparalely from preaching, has a very amaU effect in &voui 
of Seligion, as far as instruction, — information, b con- 
cerned. It is quite certain, that where the conductors of 
that worship have not knowledge and religion enough to 
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that worship will be little more than a ceremonial 
of fbnns. And for the effect of such woraUip, 
the glaring matter of t&at ! Many of 70a have seen 
e of the people's minda in places where the preaoh- 
bng heen performed as a brief but heavy trifle in 

I is another advantage of this administration of 
i instruction to a great number together. It makes 
itnesaea to aU that they have heard it. Each one 
[ the assembly told the same truths, and pnt under 
e obligations. The individutd has a certain indis- 
ise that a great number can testily what he ought 
how solemnly he has been warned. Sometimes he 
ounter the direct expression of this testimony, &om 
e. " This is not as we have been taught — you and 
naetimes the solemn idea will strike the mind of a 
rhile he happens to look over the assembly, — " We 
at the Last Day be witnesses against one another, 
of us heard these things." There is some good 
) we think from the kind of moral check which the 
port of the community have upon one another. 
owB what the conscience of each of the others says 

Aiid thus all are, in some small degree, prompters 
msciences of all. Each has a kind of power to set 
I's conscience in action. 

laching ministry is an advantageous thing, again, 
bing for the popular mind to lean upon, in respect 
>n on religious subjects. We are for having ail men 

their own independent judgment in religion, as 
ever they can. But after all, a great number abso- 
ill lean to something as naturally as some plants 
rtly from indolence; — partly irom being sensible 
7 have neither the time nor the other requisites for 
tamining. They would, therefore, sink into eithrr 
;y or iudifierenee. \ow then, it m a convemeut 
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llimg, and we think a beneficial thing, on the whole, that 
SB iutelUgeat, thinking public teacher should — not be re- 
garded aa aa oracle, but a« a guide, a support. Man;^ really 
cannot examine all the things which yet is very desirablo 
they should admit in their judgment. 

It is BtUl another advantage of the institution of preach- 
ing, that it tends to secure that religioa shall be made a 
subject of regular study, of deep and prolonged thought, in , 
some part of the community. What would be the conae- 
quence, if none had to think of religious truth more atu- 
dioualy, with harder exertion, than would be required in 
such easy reading and talking as most would be apt to be 
content withF It is an important thing, then, that there 
should be a good number of men, constrained by their ofBce 
and duty aa teachers, ta apply their minds much more 
intensely and assiduously to the subject; an important 
advantage, we mean, for the commuaity. The subject is 
thus kept before men's minds in a fuller, clearer, larger 
form ; it is not suffered to dwindle, in men's view, to a 
slight, scanty, superficid thing. The general state of re- 
ligious thinking caainot be kept moderately high, but by 
there being a considerable number of persons very high. 
And if some attain conspicuous eminence in this capacity, 
will it not be a good thing to have some of the human emi- 
nence in this bad world thus strictly combined with religion P 
Why, men are pleased that some of their race should attain 
a more eminent ground by excellence in science and learn- 
ing, by devising works of temporal advantage, and even by 
mar ! Is it not a better thing still, that here and there a 
man should excel those around bim by this distinction — the 
wisdom of religion? . As mankind do and will delight to 
look up at men somewhat above the general level, it sorely 
were well there should be some that could not be looked xtf 
to, but Bcligion must be so too f 
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For manj reasoDs, tben, there should be preacheni. Ho« 
are the properly qualified ones to be obtained ? To mtaiy 
nothing would appear more ridiculous than to make a ques- 
tion about tbie. To tbem we should aeem like men gravely 
thinking, deliboratiag, plaaning, for means to get over a 
river when there is a great wide bridge just before their 
faces. The method has been settled, throughout the whole 
Christian world, as it is denominated, for a great many 
ages ; — an established Church, a hierarchy, a priesthood. 
The powers of this world have judged our Master too arro- 
gant or too humble, in saying, " J^t/ kingdom is not of this 
world;" — too arrogant if be meant it was quite above alli- 
ance with, or dependence on, temporal power ; — too humble, 
if he meant it should not aspire to such high patronage and 
alliance. They have decided that Aw kingdom should be a 
part of theirs, regulated fay their will, and having its au- 
thority in their strength; nay, having even its very prin- 
ciples, its doctrines, in their appointment and sanction. 

It would be little to our present purpose to go at all into 
the controveray. We only observe generally that that which 
is essentially secular and political, cannot be essentially reli- 
gious. A national Hierarchy (that is, a system of Priesthood,) 
constituted by the temporal government, — would, mainly 
and necessarily, be constituted by men that knew nothing 
about real Christianity, cared nothing about it, and had a 
direct preponderating interest to make the Institution sub- 
servient to tfie purposes of State. The system would be 
naturally and necessarily, a scene for the excitement and 
fullest exercise of the great secular psasions ; the thirst for 
emolument, the ambition, and a long gradation higher and 
higher to keep it perpetually in action ; thence competition 
and homage to temporal power. And then in the conduct- 
ing of the system ; that is, in the patronage, and the course 
of the appointments, what could be expected, but tnat 
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worldlj claims and merits Bbould bave tlie habitual prefer* 
ence F Bank, higb eonnectioue, political weight, and talents 
devoted in tbeir exercise, to the service of the State autbo- 
riticB ? And then, for the effect :— loot to the effect of all 
tbia throagb many centuries of the Histoiy of Europe ; — 
the despotism over conscience, — the profound ignorance of 
all Cbristendom, — the non-eiiatence nearly of the Christian 
Betigion on eartb, — and the horrible persecutions. 

But not to dwell on tbeae gloomy distant visions, look 
back to a comparatively recent period — (say one age of man, 
seventy years since) — and see what such an institution of 
preacbera had by that time done for the people of England. 
'Within the recollection of our immediate ancestors, vrhat 
was the state of the people, in regard to Christian know- 
ledge P Tet tbey were all within the charge and jurisdiction 
of the Hierarchy. And if now happily a ceriiain portion — a 
small section comparatively, of that vast Hierarchy ia work- 
ing in a very different manner, and to a very noble effect, in 
what light are those persons regarded by the great body 
of that Priesthood P They are deliberately regarded and 
solemnly pronounced fanatics, and the most pemicions 
schismatics. And agtun, bow has this very partial reforma- 
tion arisen F Has it not arisen &om without P from nn 
invasion of the influence of the prodigious actirity and 
increase of rebgious persons in the region outside the con- 
secrated ground ? And yet, all tbia while, that Hierarchy 
baa been invested with a most mighty combination of powers 
and means ; the power of the state has been in them and 
with them ; the main stream of the learning, and vast wealth. 

Now we think, that as we asserted before, there »houU be 
many Preachers ; we may aver, next, that there should be 
many DittenUng Preachers. They would be required, even 
though that ffierarchy really did what it is professedly 
designed lor. It coiJd but very imperfectly evep. then, 
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ezt'Dd its operation to the whole national m 
greatly altered its regulationa. And then the 
settled congregations and ChriBtian societies, I 
to which are continually becoming silent by di 
thall thty hear wiihoiU a Preacher V Gould » 
for them to disperse hither and thither, — to 
disappear P the meeting-houses be Burrendere 
uses, or to the ivy and the owls P 

But then, how to fiu*iiiBh forth these require< 
The Dissenters have one very great disadvante 
on the right prindples of their system. The i 
to the ecclesiastical serrice in the Establisfao: 
cated for it from their early youth, as being 
part destined for it at that period. They can be 
■o destined, because any proofs of personal p 
considered as an essential prerequisite, nor o 
any manner abore the most common. It is ( 
there is no such rule of selection. Now, boi 
trust will always be held indispensable by tht 
But then, the young persons coming forwari 
these requisites, will often not have enjoyed, : 
able degree, the advantages of early cultivation, 
while the state of Education is so lamentably t 
fully low as it is among the Dissenters. ] 
necessary then these Institutions which we ctX. 
to enable the hopeful spirits which are rising he 
in our religions societies to redeem past time, 
strenuous rise of the present. It is a sign o 
sense among us that the prejudices against them 
away. We do not bo often hear the language, 
man with the grace of Ood, and then give the bo 
if you will, to the Apostles of Satan." There i 
the people will become wise when they are not 
i«i<o*ance to teach them. It is now generally ca 
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to be no imall matter for one linmaD mmd to be qualified to 
be the inatructor and guide of eevera) hundreds of othen, 
throiigh life into Eternity'. To this end it is a great advan- 
tage for the rising teachers to enjoy an ample term of clear 
disengcgement &om secular conceme — to be placed in a 
decidedly inteUectual Hcene, (so to epeak,) where everything 
is directly for thinking, is adapted to do something for the 
mind ; where a prolonged attention may be given to tb« 
most imprHant matters. It is the design of these Institu- 
tions, that their students should by their own will, pass 
nnder a system of strong, habitual, mental discipline, — a 
painful discipline of great self-denial ; no idle gentleman's 
lot. The courage and industry that can sustain it fully, 
and go through with it, deserve .very great respect. The 
object is most important, to the students and to their fiiture 
hearers ; it is, that they may at once acquire the complete 
power and use of their minds ; and stores of materials to 
work upon and apply to use ; the whole art and habit of 
Tkmkiri^, and a stUl widening field for the exercise of this 
power. It is here that the men preparing to be Teachers, 
may be trained to think with the wisest and best teachen 
of other times; here they may make some introductory 
progress in an acquaintance with the religious authors who 
have thought the most deeply and extensively, and written 
the most powerfully and eloquently, on the most important 
subjects ; they will see how those great spirits worknd their 
progress, and endeavour to be their companions ; they will 
stretch and strengthen their faculties by the exertion; — 
will acquire a soundness of judgment ; — will be affected by 
the piety, the devotion, of some of those admirable minds ; 
— will acquire an utter dislike of shallow discursiveness, of 
idle flourish ; — will appropriate the moat valuable thoughts, 
not for mere repetition, in the words of their authors, but, 
they will be adopted by the student's own judgment, 
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minted with his own thmking, and ezj 

We haye mentioned wordt, — and it k i 
bosinesB in question to obtain a tborougL !«««... j v.. wl-.u.. 
It has been the ignorant objection of the disapproTers of 
AeademieB for young Preachers — "A great part of their 
time there ie wasted about the knowledge otwordt." Little 
were they aware either what a labour it is, or how important 
it is, to acquire such a knowledge and commaad of words aa 
a preacher, in these days, ahould posBsess ; we mean, in his 
own language, — to give a decidedly true espression to bin 
thoughts, — to vary the language in order to explain,— to 
Taiy in order to avoid a tiresome aameneaa and repetition. 
There is no exact apprehension of the ideas, either in the 
bearers or the teacher, unless be has a good mastery of 
language. The objectors we have alluded to, hare perhaps 
heard a man who had never given any attentive, study to 
words, run on, nevertheless, with great volubibty. But if 
there had been any one to whisper in the hearer's ear — 
"What do you precisely underttand hf th&t?" — ! 

We need not observe bow much the study of the scrip* 
tures is necessarily, a tlttdy qfuordg. N'or need we dwell on 
the great advantage of a tolerable knowledge of the ancient 
lanipiages for this purpose of studying the bible, as well as 
for drawing benefit from what we name the pro&ne 
authors. 

A gw'Pi in these institutions, the rising teachers have the 
advantage of the instructions of tutors who have long ezer- 
eised the minds in the same studies, and generally their 
talents in the same public Gbristiui vocation. Under their 
instruction these pupils begin the practice of turning all 
they are learning to the account of public religious service. 
Here too, in studious retirement, they may contemplate 
what is before them, &om a deliberate, solemn, comprehen- 
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sive estimate of the vocation. And in some of tbeir bdciiJ 
hoars they may moat beneficially discuss so impomnt a 
subject. AVe only add, that the fiolitude of an ftcadenuctu 
apartment should be a fayourable [dace for the cultivation 
of reflection, and personal internal piety. 

In drawing to a conclusion, we need not observe how much 
the venficatdon of all we have Baid of the advantages of an 
academy, depends on our young Mends themselves. And 
in the case of thi« Institution, we are authorized to express » 
gratifying confidence that the students will do justice to the 
advantages which it affords. If what we have been represent- 
ing, of what Academiesmay and should be, shaU be seen actually 
realized, these institutions will be among the most honour- 
able things in the world. Let others name and applaud 
whatever they please, vre shall be able confidently to name 
the Dissenting Institutions for young preachers. And then 
the preachers will have an important eSect, and an honoured 
character in the community. We may ohserre here, how 
much this effect and this estimation must now and hence- 
forward depend on the qualities of the men, how little on 
any imposing infiuence of their official capacity, — their class. 
There was a time when the ecdeeiastical cbss had a great 
influence on the people's minds by virtue of some attributed 
sacred character ; — the dissenting ministers had a share of 
it. But this sort of superstition is very much broken up 
and will never he revived. This is one of the phenomena i^ 
these revolationary times. It is partly the consequence of 
what has been so glaringly manifest in the character of the 
priestly class — inefficiency, worldlinesa, and profligacy. And 
in honesty we must add, as to the Dissenters, that the too 
numerous instances of ilUterateness and wild fanaticism have 
contributed to the effect. And it is partly owing to the 
wide rebellion of mind against mere institution. At any 
rate the superstition will wholly go, in spite of all the 
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the bdfxsiob oblioatioits of ohbisiiava. 

Majthbw v. 47. 

" What do ye more than othen ?" 

Ths imbappy difference eiisting in the world, of good and 
bad, better and worse, afibrds, however, one advantage ; — 
the distinction may be turned to tbe uee of exempMcatton, 
reproof, and exhortation. All arguments from compariaon 
and contrast would be, of conrse, precluded by a universal 
BamenesB or similarity; there would be no trial and mani- 
festation by opposites. As tbe case is, one class may, ae in 
the text, be convicted, or shamed, or stimulated by a refer- 
ence to another ; so that good may be gtuned from what has 
no good. 

But, in attempting to make some practical use of tbe 
question, what classes are we to consder as placed in com- 
parison ? Our Lord is sddreasing such as may be supposed 
to be aspiring to high excellence ; or, at least, wne under a 
special requirement to do so. (" Ba ye perfect even m your 
Father in heaven ig perfect") Doubtless, the requirement 
extends to all, in a general view of obligation. The law is 
all-comprehensive ; — there are no degrees in tho principle <rf 
duty, for that would be diffwent laws. One Divine Law is 
equally peremptoiy to all. But yet, there may be a portion 
or clacM of society more specially standing forth ae und^ 
high obligation, 1^ their profession, or position, or both ^— 
or by a more immediate form of summons ; they may be 
liable to a more direct appeal, — a mate pointed censure tf 
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their conduct hj a higher standard j you see and aaj that 
ti«i/ are seriously, fatally, deficient j yoa would Dot consent 
to take your final lot with them. 

But, somewhat more particularly, Aa the professed 
servants of Ood are supposed to be observing the characters 
of men, and forming a judgment of them, for the purpose, 
partly, of judging of themselves, we may specif some things 
they will see, (characteriatica,) which may serve for points 
of admonitory comparison. 

They will observe, for instance, a faint and very limited 
sense of responsibility. Those they are looking on havs 
not: a clear, abiding apprehensioti of the grand business and 
object of life, and of existence itself, enforcing on them what 
they have to do ; they are not impressively reminded, and 
kept in mind, that there is a Sovereign Master; are not 
under a habitual compelling eensp of duty, conacioualy 
warned continually that they must give an account ; they 
go on by habit ; this ia the case with many who are by no 
means of ill repute for immorality, and positive irreligion. 
Now, then, the text, " What do ye more than other* f Do 
ytm show a strikiag difierence — a contrast ? Is the tenor 
of your life (internal and external) set, and aimed, and pro- 
secuted to answer an assigned purpose, and the highest ? 
and all under authoritative orders ; here, and here again, ia 
a Law for me, and a Lawgiver, and a Judge. It is in a 
serioua acknowledgment of my accoiintableneas that I do 
this — or that. If my spirit would run loose, it ia impera- 
tively summoned back. 

Again ; in looking on mankind, (even those not profligate 
or expressly irrehgious,) the servants of God will observe 
the lamentably small effect of admitted truth — acknowledged 
conviction. There is a ready aasent to many truths, involv- 
ing rules of duty and the very highest interesta. Well, 
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is no need to diHclaim any extravagant imagination to 
VEurant our emploTing condemnatory terms in describing 
the cliaraoter in question. 

There is the just charge, on those with whom our Lord's 
disciples are to compare themselves, of a deficient sensibilitj 
to the erils which afOict mankind, so numerous, various, 
continual, and of such dreadful amount. If thoughtfully 
contemplated, these evils are enough to suppress exuberant 
gaiety, — to bring a cloud, — to inspire a pensife feeling, — to 
excite a frequent, pathetic appeal to Heaven — to darken 
the moral atmosphere of the world. True, their constant, 
inveterate prevalence, and the inadequacy of all human power 
to remedy, inevitably have an effect to deaden sensibility. 
Still, it consists not with the Christian spirit, to be easy 
at such a view, — to reg^^l it just as a thing of coarse ; — 
"The world was to abound in misery, and 'tis of no use 
thinking about it. If we could, by a wish, make it other- 
wise, we would ; but why should it interrupt our pleasures ? 
Vfe are glad if we escape ; as to the vast unhappy multitude, 
Providence may look to them. There is as much wicked- 
ness as suffering, and the one deserves the other." But, 
"what do ye more than others?" Do yo» deplore, com> 
passionate, pray p 

So much for the generous, expansive. Christian feeling ; 
" but, then, as to the practical application. We look around 
on men, and observe what good things they do not that 
they might. We fix on individuals, and, in thought, 
interrogate and arraign them. " So you not see a most 
valuable thing you could doF Why, it is just before 
you, and you are just the proper man. Do you think 
what your activity, your interference, might or would do. 
Think what your money would, evidently, do. Mischief , 
might he prevented a wrong might be redressed, — a most 
opportune assistance might be given, — some person in 
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Tesa, or alarm, or difficulty, might Ix 
be grateful, perhapa to God. How c 
I you look at the case — the good thin 
and let it go by for ever ? " So we gi 
another ; but, then, " What do ye m 
n prolonging this kind of obserrati 
resB our wonder that they can bo eai 
ea ia not having done — not this good- 
feel aelf-oomplaeency ; their no^ooc 
n as a grievance. Or it may not be i 
flo-good ; often Bome small matter, a 
utmost self-satisfaction, for producin 
instance may suffice. There is nt 
Lt the state of things would be if no 
disturbance at the admonition, " .Hi) 
y, shall reap aUo tparinglg." • 
Ir, sometimes they are content to tali 
no more. Here it is to be noted, t1 
noay, to talk well it the serrice requ 
is not enough, nor the chief thing re 
talking to the purpose becomes bu 
V, " what Jo ye more than others t " 
»f such a disposition of mind some of 
ndant or consequent are sufficiently 
; such persons will not do good at any 
lelf-indolgence. "I will be juat as ] 
lel^ separately from all such considert 
le luxury (without the ioTidiousness o 
y) ; — unrestricted expenditure in the 
■hat is mainly for show or display ;- 
ce or pomp ; — even the indulgence c 
lectable sense of the phrase. 
uch persons will not forego their e 
n great personal exertion. Where is t 
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to tax me for this labour, or thia ? thfff have a reverentiat 
awe of the weather, the clouds ; — there is aomething quite 
formidable to them ia a certain quantity of rain-diops; 
they feel a recoiling at the offensive ciTCumatantMB attending 
poverty and misery. 

Again, there will he much calculation for *elf in what 
good ie done by Bach persons. There may, indeed, be a 
little (or not a little) self-righteousness in the case ; but a 
regard to self is shown in other forma, — " How will my in- 
terest he served F will it gain for me a good opinion which 
I caa turn to account? Or, what measure of applause 
shall I obtain?" And there will be dispositioa to choose 
the modM and occasions most likely to gain it — " to he teen 
of men." Sparing and reluctant will be the eiertiona oi 
sacrifices when no temporal remuneration (£ any kind can 
be looked for ; when it ia only that conscience— only that 
Glod — will approve. 

Such persons, again, will never be the first or among the 
foremost, in good services to God or man : they would feel 
great quiet in not hearing that anybody ia doing anything 
oat of the ordinary course, — would be pleased if it was , 
found to be less than was reported. And when aomethiag 
ia proposed op attempted, they are very slow to see any 
reason or necessity for it, — any prudence^ — any probability ; 
and it is not till ^er one and another (neighbours, or, 
persons whom they have often to meet, or, whose high 
character carries a kind of enforcing authority) have coun- 
tenanced it, that they partially accede, and thea to avoid 
disrepute ; and still with caution not to do a good thing in 
such a manner as to involve a pledge for more, for a con- 
tinuance ; there is a careful retention of the privilege, " to 
dowillihe." 

We may add one thing, — that persons of not decidedly 

Chiietian spirit will be much indisposed to any order of 

Z 2 
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ID which would go to take them out of Mendship with 
rorid. They will not do that " more thin othert" — thai 
ih would subject them to the imputation of wh&t the 
d meaua by tbe phrase of "righteoua overmueh" — 
ih would mark them as "saints" — " entbuaiasts" — 
latics" — what would be in contrariety to current no- 
i — to easy morality — to frivoloua amusements, — would 
; them to be quite at home with mere men of the world. 
ihesB times, indeed, there U a broader middle region. 

there are things, not compatible with the friendship of 
world, but obligatory on the avowed servanta of Christ. 
. the text asks them " tehat" — how much, — of thete 
gs they do " more than others." For example — devo- 
»1 habits, — high conscientiousness, — earnest care of their 

salvation, — labonra for that of others, — protest against 
—genuine zeal to advance the kingdooi of Christ. Men 
t not take on them this character, and expect to sustain 
; a low rate. They are to consider well what is the 
nt of the pledge. And the test of the Christian charac- 
nU be, what obligationB are recognized, and endeavtlured 
e practically fulfilled. 

ow, this being the state of the case, there would be 
J coasiderations to the effect of enforcement, admoni- 
, and dificrimination. We may suggest a few. 
ne ia, to beware of the aad tendency there is to the lett, 
very good thing, instead of the " more." What cause 
) even good men to be indignant, incensed, at their 
upt nature ! The tendency obstinately is to wish the 
tion were lighter, — to be ingenious in making out 
ts of exemption, — to plead, not only the weakness of 
nature, but even its very depravity, — to make a perverted 
of the doctrine of Divine assistance, — the truth that 
ire nothing of ouraelves, but that all is by the help of 
1, alleged so as, virtually, to say, we do little becausu 
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God doea not enable us to do more, thus making it bia f&iilt 1 
Ibo tendencj is to magnify the little we do, — to take credit 
for what we intend to do, — to say, we do more than some 
who profess as much. 

Berating to the disposition there is to contract the 
sphere of Christian obligation and action, let us recommend 
a consideratioQ of the eitent of what there ia to be done. 
What may strictly be called a man's personal concern is a 
momentous afiair ; but even this may suggest to him to look 
abroad, — to mind not his own things exclusively, but also the 
things of others. And look any way, every way rouud, bis 
notice soon falls on something that should not be so, — should 
then he altered, if it can ; while it u so, there is mischief, — 
error, — depravity, — suffering ; there ia something that needs 
to be supplied,— changed, — abolished, created. There is the 
poison-tree that needs to be eztirpated, and the tree of life 
planted ; there is the dark recess, where the heavenly lamp 
wants to be lighted. To think, what work is to be done in 
coming times I — there is quite enough for every individual's 
share. And let not the Christian agent plead off on the 
ground that, on so vast a field, any diminntire share that he 
can effect is just aa nothing. The argument would come to 
this, that the more there is to be done, by the action of 
many individuals, the more excuse there is for each indi- 
vidual to do nothing. The truth is, this poor diminutive 
agent is not reconciled to his own dimensions ; he says he is 
tittle, — yet is not willing to act unless he could do some- 
thing to figure himself forth aa great. 

At the view of the immensity of things wanting to be 
done, there will sometimes arise a religions idea, tending, 
unless guarded, to an irreligious feeling — " God could do it 
all with perfect facility, why does he not?" — with some- 
what of an unaubmissive and remonstrant sentiment. The 
plain sole answer is, "We don't know why — it is a 
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UDd mTBtery." But at plain it is that hs contmands 
nroatH to work diligently, zealously, — and in faith that 
"labour thall not he in eatn in the Lord," And they 

look on "others," for the purpose of gaining more 
itenesa to the conception and laws of their own 
ion — "that Btandard is not for me," — "that plan, 

1 habits of life will not suit my work" — "that Belf- 
gent indolence, what will my Master aay?" — ^'that 
mnity to the world, — in what company shall I be 
latlaatp" 

nsider, where should we have been, (according to the 
ary instrumentality employed in the Divine gorem- 
,) if there had not been, in every age, persons to " ifo 
," much more, "than other*!" men to rise up in 
riority and oppiisition to the general state of the 
I? — men to labour for God and a good cause with 
atigable resolution at all costs and hazards ? if there 
not been Wiclifis, Lathers, Kjiozes, — in a later age, 
^fields and "WesleyaP Tirtuous rerolutionists and 
mers in all departments f morers and executors of 
icent schemes P On a more limited and local scale, in 
' districts and neighbourhoods, the good people hare to 
IS how some worthy and zealous man came thither, or 
forward there, and was opposed, but persevered, 
d co-operators, &o. Let us imagine, if we can, struck 
if history, general or local, all that such men did, and 
si. to be done, "more than other*." It would give the 
of a world not worth keeping in existence, 
insider, again, how we talk of imitating excellent 
pies. But how are there to be any suchP To 
amend example, always supposes something superior, 
) department, to the actual condition of those who are 
nitate; alao, something marked, conspicuous, dts- 
lisbable from the rest of the class. It would be a 
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mortifying reply from the persons so esborted — "Imitate! 
Why, we don't see the superior eicellenoe ; they may m 
veil imitate us as we them." Who would direct a man 
inquiring the way through a country — "Notice a high 
ground, — a lofty spire, — a remarkable tree ; " if he might 
answer, " I »ee no hill, or spire, or remarkable tree ? " 

Observe, too, that the instant an example is set forth, the 
persons charged to imitate it, will be critical and sharp in 
examining its claims to be one ; if they can find flaws they 
will ; for it is no pleasant thing to be told that another is 
their superior j and if they are to imitate, they will be glad 
to do it on the easiest terms, and therefore, to reduce the 
example as much as possible. 

There may here be suggested an admonition to those 
who really do, in the right spirit, aspire to excel, to " do 
more than others" — not to be discouraged and deterred by 
the disposition that will show itself to depreciate, carp, 
misrepresent, and even obstruct. This baa been the 
experience of all who have acted in the spirit of the high 
vocation. A deplorable characteristic of human nature ! as 
if grieved that the race should not be wholly fallen ! dis- 
pleased at the proofs of its being capable of being a little 
lifted up from the degraded level. 

But, now, the appeal is to those who are truly intent on 
compliance with the text. Tou encounter all this, — did 
you reckon on the contrary P Tou are a^rieved by 
opposition, — imputations, — carils, — misrepresentation, — 
ridicule, — satire. Now, suppose you surrendered your high 
purposes, and then received the tokens of a contrary 
feeling. One, and another, shall say, — "Well, I am glad 
you have given up your notion of fceing bo much better 
than your neighbours ; that you see no good in setting up 
for a PhMTsee ! " Another, — " Now we have you again ! I 
hoped yon would be cured, after a while, of the wild fancies. 
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le you telk and act in that sort of fanatical way. 
V see, rightly, that nrhile we are in the world, we 
ae the world does." Another, — " It's well for you 
I are become prudent. I like ail good things, in 
a aaid moderatiou; bnt on your plan, you would 
n aiming at a great deal that was needleBS, or iU- 
' impracticable. Tou would have had people die- 
nd opposing you, — and little thmlu from any 

lestion ia, — To those who are apt to be discouraged 
irred inyta " doing more than othere," would this be 
ing Bort of approbation and congratulation ? We 
I espresaion " little thankt." This will sometimes 
ienced ; and there is need of great effort against its 
and repreasiTe influence. We must do the good 
: its own sake, or God's sake, not on any mider- 
pulation for a grateful return, 
mother consideration, requiring the most genuine 
ind the firmest resolution, for "doir.g more than 
that the obligation is enforced, and partly created, 
'ery fact that others do not what they ought; in 
ittion for their deficiency ; their neglected, or 
thaje, ia laid on those who will do the work; so 
a very much in proportion as others do lets, that 
e to do "more." If the others would come and 
shares that belong to them out of the hands of the 
md overburdened workmen, it would be a relief, 
the quantity aJone, but the Iscility — but, they will 
ey will not! and the bond-servants of God, who 
laid in an honourable aenae to be chained to their 
ook at them with regret, and sometimes with 
on. "That one has a degree of weight and 
in society, but he will not ' do more than others' " 
other has time on his handa, but he will rather 
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.rifle it away." " That other has talent, but he will exert it 
only to please or profit himself." " That other, again, has 
witmeff in plenty, and accumulating. There are, within his 
view or knowledge, all forms of distress that might be 
relieved by it — but he is enclosed in the warmth of his 
prosperity, and does not oare. There is one excellent 
design, and another, labouring in difSculty, perhaps from 
deficiency of that article ; he could tell it out in sovereigns 
or notes, any day, and often, and not be semibly the poorer; 
— but no! Or if, for decorum's sake, he suffer a little to 
escape him, it wUl be no more than is expected from 
persona of far inferior means." Now, those who are under 
the compulsion of the text, are apt to murmur, — " Why are 
we made to make up for all these ; — to work, as it were, for 
them ? " The answer is. This is a wrong view ; you are not 
working for them, but for Glod. It is the Great Master's 
business ; and woiild yoi* not do it to the utmost of your 
power, because they will not do it at all ? 

In all this affair, of comparison with others, there is need 
to be warned respecting the principle, the motive, that is to 
impel to exceed them; and also, respecting equity in the 
manner of making the comparison. It ia a treacherous and 
unhappy circumstance of our nature, that there may be 
vrrong motives to a right thing. It is eminently so in this 
matter of excelling others in good works ; — such motives as 
vanity, — pride, — self-righteousness, — self-idolatry. The serv- 
ants of Christ, then, in conforming to their Lord a require- 
ment, are to beware of seeing to be admired, and praised, 
and set off in invidious comparison,^treated with great 
deference, &c. Tb.ey are to beware of doing goodinajedous 
competition for distinction and honour ;— of choosing with 
a special preference, and from a motive of vanity, those 
ways of doing good which confer the most notoriety, 
wlien there are much more obscure courses, lees sounding ' 
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ons, with no trumpet to proclaira them. There are 

rhoi because they cannot do anything conspicuoua, 

nothing. 

!U the corrupt motive turns to the religious aide, 

after looking toward men, it looks toward G^od — 

I self-righteouaness — the Pharisee's catalogue (much 

ed upon) to be presented to the Almighty. "All 

to Christ, — but we tcill hare some merit of our 

And for this purpose of self-merit a rery high value 
[■ set on very moderate performances. This notion 
nerit is a most besetting nuisance ; it comes in like 
at every crevice. Bat how to avoid it P In the cose 

Mr. Hall, (" Tou know, sir, Belf-righteonsneas is a 
vil — a great sin." "Certainly; what of that?" Ac.) 
ir man had two evils to contest with — covetousness 
tf-righteousness, playing into each other's hands; 
7 no escape from between them, but by a quiet sur- 
to one of them. He should have been told to fell 

on hb covetousness, in the first place, for it was 
at snppUed such hugely magnified pretensions to his 
bteousneas; this would have greatly reduced the 
h of the latter foe. Or he should have been told, 
that if the case was to be left so, he most resign his 
ion of Christianity. 

looking to this concern of motivos, — what a grievous 
)n it is, — what a melancholy view of our nature, that 
difiicult for it to be brought to the right action at 
d then, so difficult to miaintain the prevalenCB of the 
lOtives. Oh ! what a power of Divine Grace it does 
! and also, what need to keep habitually in sight, the 
I standard of Perfection, to humble the estimate of 
,aii excellence i 
a word on equity in making the compaiison, and we 
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" More than otkert." Let there be a jealous watchfuIneeB 
on the propeoBity to nmgnifj' ours, and to diminJBh tieirt, 
in the compariBon, according to the optical principle, that 
the one is close at hand, the other distant. 

Again, the "otheri," with whom the compariaon is made, 
may haye more difficulties than we are aware of, so that it 
may cost them more in exertion and Bacrifice. BeBides, 
they may do more good things than we know ot. 

Those of much larger means are not to consider them- 
as doing " more than others," nnleas they do more according 
to that proportion. There ia heavy complaiat ou this 
matter in some religiouB connections. 

Another Mure of equity ia, when a man compares (if we 
BO may express it) liia »iott againat an other's leaat. "1 
perform, in this pivticnlar service, bo much ; there is that 
other, he does little, if anything, in this way." It may be 
bo ; but may be, also, that, in another way, equally worthy 
and valuable, he performs much, while, in that way, you do 
little ; and it may be beyond his ability to do both. 

I would pointedly notice one, I believe, very common 
failure of equity in the comparative estimate of services; I 
mean, the estimate set ou tribute to a good cause in money, 
by those who can well afford it, as compared to what persons 
who cannot afford it, render in labour and valuable time. 
One has (mown persons (there are many such) not able to 
take any high rank in a hst of subscriptions, but who have 
toiled patiently, and iudefatigably, and gratuitouBly, month 
after month, and year after year, in various modes of 
exertion, to do good ; and yet, in the view of imthinking 
personB, this has stood for far Icbs than a huidsome dona- 
Ition of money. Not, assuredly, that we are depreciating 
pecuniary aids ; but our subject has turned on comparisons, 
and we plead for justice in the manner of making them. 

To conclude ; let ua seriously lay to heart the condition 
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under wliich our Lord has placed hia Beirsiiite, amidat the 
inabitsnts of this euth. He himself when on earth, did 
"«wa" than all the other inhabitanta, beyond all terma 
and measurea of compariaon. When he ceased to be vieiblj 
present, hia cause, hia work, his affaira, derolTcd on the 
agency of such aa should be willing to ti^ on them the 
the highest vocation under the aun. That vocation is dia- 
claimed, pTactically, by an awful proportion of the world'a 
inhabitants. They, therefore, who asaume it, are pledged 
(sworn) to do what the others will not. And let them con- 
aider how the time, the season, hastens away. Opportunities 
come, and are gone! it ia a pensive, a mournful contem- 
plation, to imagine the feelings of a man, late in life, looking 
back with profound regret. With what force, then, may 
the admonition be pressed on those in early life, to consider, 
deliberately, in what way and degree, dvfferetU from a 
multitude of those around them, they will vrish to have 
been. 

Let the foithful maintainers of the distinction prescribed 
by their Lord, look to the sublime reward, — " ytell done, 
good andfaUhjitl tenant ; thoit hut hem* faithful over a fme 
thiitfft ; I mil make thee ruler oter many tltingt ; enter thou 
into the joy ofth^ Lord" 



Dig t,z^=;,. Google 



LECTtnEB LXVI. 

ISEPFICX-CIOHa CONTICTIONB. 

BouAKa vii. 18. 

" To will M present with me, hut hoio to per/on 
is good I find not." 



It ia no part of our present design to eiamine the doctrine 
running through this and the connected chapters ; nor even 
to aacertain under what precise relation the words of the 
text were spoken. It may be true that the apostle was 
personating a man, and describing the state and feelings of 
a man, under the bondage of the Jewish law, aa contradis- 
tinguished to the freedom of the gospel. It can, however, 
be no leas true, that he might and would have uttered these 
verf words concerning himself, in a certain degree of their 
moat obvious direct meaning. 

But it must have been a distressing consciousness, a 
hiuniliating coniessioD, in whatever degree he had to make 
it. How much he wished the case to be otherwise ! Adam 
did not more ferveutlj' wish it possible to go back into 
Paradise and innocence. 

But, we have sometimes heard confessions, in something 
lite the same terms, made in a very different spirit. Con- 
fessions that certainly there is something very wrong with 
us; that the mind m much out of order for the most 
important concerns and the highest duties ; that it is very 
unfortunate it should be so ; but, then, there is no helping 
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it ; we are aa God made lu ; it ia tlie common condition nf 
iMntinil And there is an eaul^ returning indi&rence 
kbont it, jtut aa if not thinking about it were aa good as a 
remed; for it ; just aa if an evil ceaaed to be an evil ia pro- 
portion to its despente atrength. 

Ifoir, ii would be possible to think o£ modes of admoni' 
tion fit to be addreaaed to persons ereu in a state of mind 
like this. There is something or other to be said to man, 
as limg as be has reason. But at present it is a yeey 
different state of mind that we hare in view, as the subject 
of some serious considerations. Let as describe it. You 
will Acknowledge it to be no imaginajy picture, as tbna: 
— a clear apprehension, and coustant conviction of the 
judgment, as to the importance of certain great concerns, 
and a necessity of a scrioua attention to them, — both 
the grand general concern of religion, and certain special 
concerns, part of the comprehensive one, — certtun important 
duties and interests. An earnest desire, often felt, and 
alleys ^proved, that these great concerns were dul/ 
attended to. But, — but, still, thej are not! that ia to say, 
in anjr such mumer as it is felt they ought. Many years 
since they were not duly attended to ; last year they were not ; 
they are not now. Some iatol prevention lies heavy on the 
active powers, like the incubus in a dream. Again, and 
agun, without end, the monitoiy, the reproachful conviction 
returns upon the man; and he wishes, and resolves, and, 
perhaps, attempts. Sometimes thinks, "Surely now it is 
going to bel" But, still, nothing is done! He almoat 
execrates hia own perverse nature, and the world in which 
ho is placed. "I am under the curse of being quite 
another creature than I should have been, — I am a thing 
that wants to be dissolved, and made agiun." He wishes 
some mighty force might come upon him, — that an iron 
hand would drag him from his position, unfix him from 
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where he stAiids like Lot's wife. He vould be almost 
Tilling, at aome times, to be terrified by awful aigca, por- 
teatous phenomena. " I am willing that the ground should 
tremble under my feet ; that the apirits of the Dead should 
haniit and accost me, — nay, almost, that the Devil himself 
should glare upon me. It were better I ahould sometimes 
see him with hia terrora now, than continually hereafter. 
But, vain fanciea and wishes ! all remains unmoved. ^Nature 
is quiet. Spirits of the Dead do not encounter me ! The 
grand Eaemy baa olAer modes of being near me 1 and, alas I 
/ remain unmoved ! And yet, all this while, there is no 
essential impossibility in what I am wanting and desiring. 
Here ia my soul with all the powers and faculties. The 
whole matter is but, that these should be actuated aright. 
' O wretched man thai I am,' under the weight of ' the loAf 
qftkis death!'" 

How comes so deplorable a condition of a being " made 
a little lower than the angeU? " It comes of the disorder, 
and ruination of our nature. What is the disorder, the 
ruination of anything, but its being reduced to a state that 
frustrates the purpose of its eiiatence, be it a machine, a 
building, or an animal P Then look here, at the state of 
mind we are deacribing t A man that feels, as he ought, 
this state,— oh ! what contempt he muat needs entertain for 
any theory that deniei this ruination ! unless he ia to regard 
himself as a peculiar caae, and no specimen. " Here, in a 
moral sense," he may aay, " here are wheels that will not 
turn, — springs without elasticity, — levers that break in the 
application of their force; and you tell me there is no 
radical fault in the state of the machinery ! " " One thing 
ia clear, that I can never learn from inatractora like you 
how to have the miserable disorder rectified. Tou know 
too little about mankind, — about yourselves, — about the 
great standard." 
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But, to proceed to our duuh parpoee. A man coQSciaaa 
of, and lamenting such a atate of mind, — What tkall ka doT 
Absolve himself from all duty respecting it P Leave it ta 
it is, without an exertion P Soothe himself into s stupid 
contentment P Besign himself to despwr P Infallibly the 
time must come when he will feel that this was not the 
way. Xo ; he hat a solemn work to do, and he mnet think 
of means. But here, perhaps, some one puta the question, 
" What clasB, precisely, are you addressing, — saints or sin- 
ners, — the converted op unconverted P " Our answer is, ire 
are addressing no dasa, but those that tho description fits, and 
in whatever degree it fits. We do all honour to the Divine 
work of conversion, by acknowledging that it introduce » 
new and quite foreign principle into the mind! that it is the 
germ (f a nsio tutiure, constituting there a spiritual vitality. 
But then, (in a multitude of cases at least,) how very partial 
is its prevalence 1 So that, to a lamentable degree, the state 
of disorder remains. Have you not had a aense of extreme 
absurdity, in hearing or reading some religious teachers, 
representing two classes as complete antipodes, without 
regard to discrimination and degrees? Let a carnal, 
unconverted man be described, and the character consiste 
of the whole account of human depravity. But lot them de- 
scribe a converted man, and there is just the entire reverse. 
But where ia the man that will dare to produce himself as. 
this complete reverse P Indeed, is there, according to anch 
a description, a converted man on earth ? We may appeal 
to the esperienco and conscience of many of those who 
hope and believe they are the subjects of Divine grace. 
Some of the points of this appeal, conformably to the 
previous description, would be, — Have they not often 
to lament a hateful coldness toward Divine objects, — a 
slowness to duty,— criminal delay, — strong opposing prin- 
ciples and impulses ? Then, let them not net the Pharisee ; 
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but be willing to stand on the gMiend ground with their 
fellow sumen, to meet the appropriate admonitions. There 
is one good thing, at the leut, in all those fellow Binnera, 
whose condition we are contemplating, — that they ate 
deeply difisatis&ed with that condition. It is n> that con- 
veision must begin, and we will hope that in many oasea, 
it M that beginning. To them we would say, Cherish this 
diasatiafaction — this grief; he tiankful that you are mtht^tpy. 
But then, apply yourselves with all diligence to obtain 
a remedy. But, in what wayP Look at the evil in 
Tiew — the inefficacy of conviction — this practical refusal 
of the mind to be construned. Its general canse and its 
strength are, the prevalence of the depravity of our nature. 
The adequate remedy must be no less comprehensive and 
fundamental ; end this is to be earnestly sought. 

But to take a more special view of the case ; — the 
immediate canse of this inefficacy — this incompetency of 
our convictions and our best wishes and resolutions, is that 
the motioet are not strong enough. It is obvious as day- 
light, bnt yet to be strongly insisted on, that it is by 
motives the mind must be actuated. To talk of free-will, 
in the most absolute sense, would be the grossest of all 
abaurditiea — a mere selC-impolse, Hence, the importance 
of our being placed under the power of right motives and 
strong ones. And hence, then, the importance of aeeking 
to have them. "Bnt then we must, to begin with, have a 
motive to that." The answer is, We want to be under a 
constant, mighty, driving power of good motives. And, at 
every moment, there are those things existing which thould 
be all the motives we want ; or should be their soul and 
strength. This may be the reflection of the man who feels 
as if half turned into stone, — " There is, all this while, what 
should put me all into life and action." Am sometimes a 
man, in a long continued bodily malady, thinks — nay, not 

VOL. II. A A 
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011I7 BO, but in this mental atrophy, the man can see whtl 
would, — " Now that is the proper motive to such a good 
thing, and that to such another ; and there, again, are what 
should be the motives equally to all good things. Oh now, 
if these considerations were acting gtigbtilf upon me, — 
this and that, — ten times more strongly, — a hundred times 
more strongly. — And if they oZ/ together did 1 that would 
doll And they should — they deserve — yet they do not. 
Oh why do they not ? Let them ! Spirit of Qod, make 
them ! " When a mariner suffers a long, dead calm on the 
ocean, how oft he looks up to the sails, and says, " Ob, if 
the winds would but blow ! " Now, there may be persons 
who win aver, that the thoughtful man can do no more 
respecting his motives than the mariner respecting the 
winds. We must think differently ; and wish to inquire 
what practicable means he may find for strengthening the 
operation of good motires upon his mind. We are always 
supposing him honestly, and even earnestly, desirous of 
this effect. Then, what means do really lie within the 
reach and rational exercise of his power F Or shall he wait 
quietly to see whether the good motives will grow stronger 
of themselves ? As we may look at a stream, and know 
that when the rain comes, it will be swollen to a torrent ; 
as we may let trees alone, and see how they will enltirge. 
Alas ! have his good motives grown while he haa thus 
waited F How many springs have gone by, while the trees 
bare grown larger and stronger 1 To the means, then ! 
And, the sovereign expedient for all good purposes, and 
especially those regarding the highest interest, is to implore 
the application of Divine power. This is not to be lost 
sight of a moment. But this, as most important, may be 
placed last. And, first of all, the whole matter is quite 
hopeless, unless we can effectually resolve to exercise serious, 
liequent^ patient (kotight. Thought is the sole meJinm 
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througb which motives can come in contact vith tlie mind, 
whencesoever they may come, — aa light is required for 
objects to come to the eye. We must deeply think what 
it is that all the great motives are required for. W%at in 
U8, — ^for us, by us ? How, in time paat, the failure haa 
been. In what manner the mind has frustrated the force 
of the considerations that should hare compelled it. And 
what would render them effectual. The probable and 
certfun consequences of the continued inefScacy of our 
convictions. The solemn duty of looking about the means. 
Oh, the perversenesa of evading such subjects of reflection ! 
Oh, the folly of letting snch a a concern alone! This 
serious thinking wiU tend, (and it is one great purpose and 
use of it,) to render luminously distinct and prominent in 
our view, those grand considerations which ought to con- 
stitute our chief motives. Then, next, these being decidedly 
marked out and acknowledged, it should be our study and 
systematic endeavour to aggravate the force of those con- 
siderations, in all ways. " There is something that needs 
to be reinforced. It should be so to-day." "We should 
watch for anything to be added to their power, — seise on 
everything that can be thrown into the scale, any reflection, 
emotion, instruction, impression, that is applicable. Say, 
" This belongs here, to the general motives which should 
govern me, or to this particular one." It should be a study 
to apply and appropriate these applicable things to this 
important use. 

Observe here, how this does take place, without any such 
care and voluntary effort, in the case of a motive which falls 
in with our natural inclination. The motive then of itself, 
as by an instinct for its good, catches all these things that 
serve to strengthen it. If a man could compare the force of 
it at two distinct periods, he might wonder, how it had 
grown BO much, since he never took any pains it should. 
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Witlwat OUT ctra it KniU itaelf of each casual thought,— 
each pasting impresuon ; like a wild aoimal of the forest, 
that needi no formal proTision. 

Observe, too, among mankind, how fust, how dreadfully 
K, the very worst moti^ea maj grow upon a man, and he 
never intend it I Oh 1 not such the condition of the good 
oneel 

Bnt, besides this general vigilance to seize and apply 
anything that might offer itself, there must be a direct 
earnest studj and effort to bring upon the mind the im- 
presnona most adapted. And howp Obviously, 1^ an 
effort of seriona thought to bring before the mind those 
subjects, those truths, those realities, which are adapted to 
make the right impresaions ; — ^to bring them as close to the 
mind as possible ; — and with &equent and persevering repe- 
tition. And here we appeal to the man who laments in the 
language of the test, and say, — " Cannot you do thit T" 

And let us observe to him, fiirther, that, — if he is sincere 
in hia professions of grief and good desire, he will be willing 
to sustain a painfiil repetition of these applications. And 
if he feels at any time a strong impression made, so that the 
motive takes hold of him, oh let him be earnest that it may be 
retained and prolonged I There are moments when thoughts 
strike and fix, — when the aspects of solemn things are 
unveiled. It should be unnecessary to admonish him here, 
that he is to be anxious and careful to debar the influences 
that give force to the opposite motivee. And, for what 
those are, let him consult his experience. 

In connexion with this, it may be worth auggeating, that 
it will be well, by an exerciae of thought, to endeavour, in 
any case to combine several motives,— all the motives — that 
work the same way, that tend to the same effect. There is 
one inducement applicable to the duty; but there is also 
another, and another. But take special care of admitting 
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aa eril or doubtful principle into this combination — wbidi 
doea mischief in another way, though it do, in mere point of 
tact, itsaiat to the good purpose in view ; a possible case, and 
of which the cotruptiou of tbe heart will not fidl to take 
advantage. Bevenge may work to the same point as pure 
justice ; but here the companionship of the bad will vitiate 
the good ; as if a well disposed pera'jn were to go eren to a 
place of religious worship in amicable companionship with a 
vei7 deprared and malignant one. 

The idea of combining good motives, leads to a tiirther 
and important point, namely — that each good motive must, 
to be of any essential value, be part of a whole, general 
system of such motives. There must be a vital circulatiou 
of the holy principles through the whole soul The single 
part cannot by itself have pulsation, and warmth, and life. 
The one actuating principle will be surrounded by a multi- 
tude of others ; and if it be a holy one, and they are hostile^ 
it will soon be overwhelmed by them, and perish. " What 
hatt Ihou to do here t" It must be supported by its like, 
on the right hand and the left, or it will iuMibly be cut 
down. 

Let it be added, that our ooucem respecting tbe influence 
of motives upon us, is to be directed to this indispensable 
point — that tbe highest, tbe noblest, may have the chief 
power, over us; — the love of Qod, the love of Clirist, 
the regard to Eternity,— the desire of Heaven. In other 
words, our grand business respecting motives, is, the earnest 
cultivation of general, vital religion. This alone can put 
them in that system and general combination we spoke of. 
This alone can put Conscience into them, in the strict sense 
of the word. This alone can make them look solemnly to 
bereafter, and short of this, how worthless are they I And 
that such sublime oonsideratioas may command us, may bs 
our predominant motives, shall we not account worthy of 
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umestuess, — aU prayer, — all practi 
iball we not be ^d and thankful 
[cable disdpline, under tbe Divine i 
» bad sign when this is depreciated. 
e of the expedients in this our 8> 
ircing our languid motives) will be, b 
lost iustructire and impreesive exaa 
are many affecting scenes and events 
iplea that should move us; (the de 
M deaths, Ac.) 

other obvious suggoBtion is, to choc 
a OUT choice, the society which ft 
ments. And, then, as to influent] 
ally. We are in & strange degree 
ustancei ; sadly so ; because the grea 
by far, have a bad influence upon ua 
lould feel the more solicitude abou' 
we can choose them. When it is 
ition be, " What wUl probably be the mtluence on my 
bing principles, as I choose thus, or bo F " As to those 
;ting which we can have no choice, let ua be intent 
deriving the utmost benefit from what is favourable 
im ; thus counteracting the influence of the unJavour- 
nes, and extracting good even from them. It is happy 
me men that a beneficial force and impulse ia put upon 
by their connection and occupation. (Methodist con- 
in.) In all such afiairs we shall do well to pay atten- 
o the natural constitution of our minds. A man who 
jbserve, can perceive in what special and peculiar 
er certain circumstances have an influence on him, 
%t it is that most tends to repress his better purposes. 
) touching on this topic we may just notice one kind 
aital character, which is indeed less liable than others 
" moved " to eril, but on which it is difficult for tbe 
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' good motiveB to be brought to act vith power;— we mean 
the mind of a natural disposition cold, heavy, still, insensible. 
Motives work best, so to spei^ in £re, that is, in the 
wannth and animation of the passions. Where these aro 
faint, BO will be the actuating principles. Therefore, an 
important admonition to persons partaking of such a natural 
state of mind is this, — where there is so little fire of the 
soul, let it not be wasted on trifling things ; but applied and 
consecrated, as much ae possible, to give efficacy to the best 
principles. When there are barely combustiblea enough 
for offering a sacrifice, it were sacrilege to take them away 
for baubles and amusements. 

But do we talk of sacred fire f There is fire enough in 
heaven for all our noblest uses I And it can be had thence I 
There are means of drawing it down. We want it as much 
as Elijah, when hia altar and ofiering were aU drenched in 
water. Oroi has put into our hands that which will bring 
it down. And we must not dose this sabject without 
emphatically insisting, again, on the necesaitf of our using 
the greatost and mightiest of all means, — snpplicatioD to 
the Almighty. Our doing so or not, is the reiy tost of 
our sincerity in the whole concern. It can be no " ffodfy 
aorrou) " that we are professing, if it does not direct and 
impel us to Glod for help. We believe that the Almighty 
looks mercifiilly on the serious emotions of the soul ; — that 
he can impart to them any degree of power, compatible 
with the stato of mortalitf. And he has promised the 
Divine energy of his Holy Spirit to those that ask him. 
Then what have we to say to him ? " Oh I iniuse into these 
conviotions, these motives — thine own Omnipotence ! Here 
is a solemn consideration that glimmers in my mind — make 
it lighten! — Here are the motives which thou hast sent; 
they come near me, — come roimd me, — but seem not to 
touch me ; — there ia surely something between ; — oh I make 
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a break in upon me, though it were as a Btorm ! Here 
. languid, unaTailing strife, of the better principles 
OBt an oreipowering force. Oh ! arm those priucijJes 
I all that there is in hearen that belongs to them, and 
I mv deadly oppresBora will be driven away 1 Sere ia a 
xdieo, corrupted nature, arerae to thee and all that is 
[. Oh ! lay thy hand upon it, thy new-creating hand — 
it will be for ever thine ! Here are means, which I am 
WTOuring to use— oh let me not labour in self-depeud- 
~nor labour in Tain ! " 

Te conclude by but repeating, how evident it is, at erery 
, that there mutt be, for this concern, a habit of seiioua 
ght, or all is in vain. It might have been made, aa it 
^ a distinct lesson on each particular that has been 
ested — " This can be of no use, unless you will exercise 
[deration upon it." It is — it u a hard task to think 
»ly, and for a considerable continuance, and a frequent 
bition; especially on suhjects inTolving pain. But any 
ee of thought may suffice to show that such thinking is 
pensable, in the concern we ham been representing. 



1 
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" A double-minded man is unstable in all Am wayt" 

■ tsx Bhort contribution of the apostle James to the colleo- 
tioQ of sacred Scriptures is exceedingly remarkable for the 
bold and prominent exposure of the principles of human 
nature, as brought out in its practical modes and aspects of 
exhibition. He gives as the impression of his intimately 
inspecting real men, by classes and individuals; — of his 
having, somewhat like Socrates, met them, arrested them, 
examined them, near and <doae, — and shaped his descrip- 
'tions, lessons, lectures, and reproofs, on what was palpably 
before his sight. And as this was done under the iresh uid 
penetrating light of Chrietianity, and with a severe applica- 
tion of its principles, the judgments incomparably exceed, 
in rectitude, in radical exposure, and in authority, all 
iheathen wisdom. 

He is remarkable for the grave force of single strokes of 
description and censure. Our text exhibits and condemns 
a character in a very few words, with a directness and 
deamees which leave no doubt that he had been actually 
looking at such a man. And we may observe that, at that 
time, in the commencing contest of Christianity with the 
whole world of evil, such an eq^uivocal, undecided, half-and- 
half man, if he made any pretensions to be for the cause of 
Christ, must have appeared a sadly ill-constructed creature. 
Of all things on earth, he would not do for a Chriatiao 
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For that character and service a verj different man indeed 
waa wanted. But not note, neither, will thia double-minded 
man be of 007 valae to bimaelf, to men, or to Gkid. 

Let UB Bee wbetber the character thus briefly described in 
the text, may not admit of some use^ iUustratioa. And 
we would attempt it in the following order. Firtt ; (though 
it may be questioned whether this should be the first in 
order,) two or three general obseirations to show what a 
dieadvantageous, what an unhappy, atate of mind it ia. 
Seoondtg; a few particular eiemplificationa of it. Tho'dlg; 
ft brief suggestion of the means of remedy. 

First, we have to obserre on the miserable disadvantage, 
inefficiency, and, we may say, wortblesanesB, of such a state 
of mind for anything great and good. " Double-minded^' 
" unttable in alt" things. The words instantly convey the 
idea of a man disabled in the exercise of his powers, — whose 
principles are undecided, — who has no steady aim, — ^whose 
purposes are confiised, — whose efforts have not the con- 
sistency and perseverance to be availing. " Uhetable a* 
water, he »haU not excel." A man, " between two optmont" 
must " halt." 

Now, connect this with the consideration of the feeble- 
ness of the human powers at the best Let those powers 
be in their best order, and exerted in the moat steady, 
constant, and conaiatent manner possible, — and even then, — 
how slow and toilsome is the progress to any good, — what a 
labour to overcome difficulties, — what unBuccessfolnees and 
repetition of efforts,— howlittle, comparatively, accomplished, 
in acquiring uiy personal improvement, — in effecting any 
social good. The most vigorous agents have mourned and 
been mortified, to see how little they had done ; the most 
determined servants of God have confessed that they were 
" unpro^table tervantt." Think of this, and then look at 
the man who expends his strength in frustrating his own 
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exertions, — ^whoee purpoBes and efforts do little more than 

counteract one another. 

Again, connect the idea of this character with that of the 
ahortnesH of life ; short., in the most protracted instanoes, — 
shorter still, in the fiir greater numher. And how much of 
this inevitablj consumed in little cares and occupations! 
and, in many instances, in grievances, pains, and languor ! 
So that it is quite alanning to think how little space there 
is for the best exertions for the most important objects. But - 
then, what do we thbk of a state of the mind vhollj' un£t for 
any such exertions and purposes at all F Aman deliberating, 
devising, designing, and perplexing and confounding his de- 
signs, — and life is stiU hastening on ; — prosecuting a purpose 
a little while, — and then, hesitating, stopping, — life still going 
on ! abandoning his design, — returning on his steps, — life 
still going forward ; —attempting a different thing, — defeated 
again, — life stiU going ; — trying to eoinbiae several things 
which cannot coalesce, — the result a failure, yet life going 
on ; — for a while spiritless for everything, — life all the while 
parsing away. Oh ! if he could but lee time hasteniug 

Think, agtun, what a dishonour and ignominy it is, for a 
man to be thus, as it were, his own opponent and Irustrator. 
There is enough to oppose him, — to cross him, to obstruct 
him from without, were he ever so rigorously prepared for 
the great operations of duty. But he has leithin Mm the 
causes of defeat. He cannot put in order the active prin- 
ciples and powers within the citadel of his soul, to sally out 
in force against the external difficulties and opposition. He 
has there opinion dissenting &om opinion, — motive dis- 
agreeing with motive, — passion conflicting with passion, — 
purpose thwarting purpose. A consciousness that he ifi 
powerlcE^, and that if he attempt to act, be will accomplish 
nothing. It is justly that. he has a sense of shame and self- 
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contempt ; for, how dishonourable a state is this, for a hang 
who is summoned to the service of God, and the labours for 
immortalit:/, — that he is so occupied and exhausted in s 
wretched strife in his own self, whOe the mighty enterprise 
is presented before him, — while ze^ous saints are proaecnting 
their career, whUe the girand course of all nature is inces- 
aantly proceeding, — wMle angels are all fulfilling their sub- 
lime vocationsl 

But to cany the view outward ; this double-minded man, 
who has no simplicity and unity of purpose, — thini. how 
unfortunate is hia case, on account of the diversity and 
multiplicity of things there will be to distract hia purposes 
and frustrate bis eiertioua. In this " double " condition of 
mind, he is liable to be arrested by a great number of things 
on either side. He is put, as it were, in relation to more 
kinds of difficulty,— of doubt, — of temptation,— of delusion, 
—of ^prehension. A man who has an unity of spirit and 
design, is soon aware what kind of things he has most to 
apprehend, — to beware o^— or to meet in opposition, and 
sees them straight before him. The man of divided spirit 
cannot know how much and variouBly he is exposed. He 
has, at the least, two men's motives, dispositions, difficulties, 
and temptations ! aa if one man's portion were not enough! 
He might look at two persans of very diverse dispositions 
«nd pursuits, and say, " Now I am both you, aa to motives, 
desire of objects, and difficulties in the attainment of tbem. 
and, at the aame time, I have not the single strength of 
either. Ob, that I could be the one or the other, and then 
■1 could, prosecute a purpose, as each of you apart does. 
Xhere is one clasa of objects presented to me, — attracts me, 
. — commands me ; but when I think I am devoting mvself 
.that way, I find that another class, or another object, has 
aeized hold of this other, this left-handed part, of my nature, 
and is compelling me that way, and so I can go no way, but 
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in tk ttioTt morement, booh to be drawn back." Now, think 
of such a being, in Buch a world as thia I In such wavering, 
— ^in such instability of purpose and action, he la uselesB, for 
hie own adrantage, — of no value for the good of men, nor 
for the aervioe of Grod. And what a miserable account will 
he have to make of his life at its conclusion I 

n. In the neit place, we should exemplify, a little more 
particularly. But we may previously observe, that there are 
very many men exempt &om this miaerable weakness, by 
being the subjecte of something stilt worse. There is many 
a sinner that betrays no double-mindedness. He is actuated 
wholly, steadily, constantly, by some one predominant evil. 
The man of all-grasping ambition, — the complete sensualiBt, 
—the insane lover of money. And these, in their way, are 
most worthy to be held up as examples, to those who 
profess to be, or to wish to be, devoted to bei;ter things. 
" Look at them," we would say to the unstable, double 
minded man, "look at tiem, and be athamed!" 

In representing the character of our text, in some of its 
most usual forms, we may note, that there is perhaps some 
difference between a double-mindedness of variableness, 
fluctuation, fickleness,— and that of inconsiBtency or self- 
contradiction. We have known persons of this former 
description, variable in principle and purpose, — and espe- 
dally in regard to the greatest concern of all, — at one time, 
and for a while, in aU appearance under the predominant 
power of most solemn convictions — seeming to feel the 
impressions of divinity and eternity — applying themselves 
to means and exercises of religion, lamenting their past 
neglect and irreligion — and uttering emphatic vows for the 
fiiture. But, after a while, — perhaps no long interval, — all 
this would be gone ! What malignant influence had smitten 
themF What evil spirit bad taken it all awayP or what 
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ill power of eril ia their own ipirita had awaked, afber 
sring for a while ? 

, again, aiW another inteirral, the same order of 
its and feeling h&a returned, with the addition of 
le. And to he succeeded yet once more, by the 
ing careleasneea, and addiction to Tonity and the 
A melancholy and mysterioue spectacle, such a 

(We could name examples.) We need not dwell on 
BtabUity, which he will display in conduct. "What 
nenon is this ? " the obserrer would say, " there is no 
,ting on bia conduct ; he ia all one thing, — and then, 
le ia all another!" 

we would rather direct the attention to that double 
InesB which endeavours, in the habitoal course of Hfe, 
ibine inconsistent irreconcilable things. And how 
exemplify this in the manner in which their minds 
^ted between the present and the future. 
predominance of regard to the great and endless 

is indispensable to the happy order of the human 
But in some minds this conceru rather harasses than 
linates, — it cannot gorem, but will not depart. ■ 
9 it will not, it is attempted to be brought into some 
f compromise with the prevailing interest about the 
i objects. The soul gives itself, with its warmest 
IS, to these visible immediate objects, — these gratifies* 
-these advantages, — ^these accommodations of present 
ce ; they occupy it, — please it, — would monopolize it. 
)! the awful images of futurity, — of eternity, — rise 
forbid that. There is the warning thought, " These 
t objects will soon be no longer mine — I must leave 
tmd what will be the state of my aouI elsewhere ?" 
lere is terrible authority in this thought. It forces 
land on the conscience of such a man. There must 
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be some attention giren to the concerns of future safety 
and final intereBts. There are, therefore, some aerious 
thoughts ; — Bome employmentB of a religious kind ; — some 
abstinences and self-denialB, under the impression of fear ; 
— some prayers, however formal and constrained, — and 
vowB, to make a much more full surrender Bometimej — a 
kind of hope that this may suffice to prevent the final ruin, 
yet with dissatisfaction and apprehenBion. And this 
miaerably interferes with, and imbittera, the interest of the 
present and temporal objecta. Still! the heart cannot, — 
eamnot let these objects sink down to the subordinate rank, 
and admit the predominance of the grand future ones. 
This miserable douhle-mindednesB diBturhs and diBtracta 
the tenor of a man'a life. He goes on hesitating, embu> 
rasBed, impeded, and only succeeds in going wrong ! 

A man cannot really and efiectuaJly serre Giod and Mam- 
mon ; hut some men do earnestly try to combine these two 
serrices. The particular import of that term "Mammon," 
suggests one of these inconBiBtent combinations. There are 
men intent on wealth, covetous men, who yet endeavour to 
keep on Bome terms with Gfod and religion. It is true, that 
when this is a passion thoroughly eatabliabed, it is, perhaps, 
the most victorious of all, against any competition of religion. 
Still there are persons who wish to keep these two in some 
kind of junction. Their love of money predominates; but 
it would seem as if they would consecrate the vice by some 
sort of adherence to the service of God. They cannot he 
niUing to perish for this sin ! Therefore, they are punctual 
attendants on religioda ordinances. They profess, and per- 
haps fancy tbey feel, a concern for the cause of God ; are 
admirers of gospel doctrines; — can talk the whole range 
of evangelical language, — and exhibit much decency and 
r^;ularit7 of conduct. And where, then, in all this, is the 
disturbance, and cQasbing, of the douhle-mindednesB P You'll 
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tfkxa Bee. That comeB when tbe cauM of Ood, the aid Ot 
religion, the clainiB of charity, demand or solicit some 
render of the beloved BubBttmce ; then begin the internal 
conflict and the opposite pleadiuga ; — the painful balancing, 
— the diatreBB at the thought of parting ; then begin the 
excnses to conBcience, and the anger at conBcience itself if 
it will not admit them; — then begin the eragiona, — (he 
casting all things on the all-aufficiency of Providence, — and 
all the contrivancee of a diaturbed mind to Bootbe itself. 
AVe need not repeat that this is vrhere the evil passion has 
not taken entire possession of the mind, — for ^A«n there is 
nothing of all this internal disturbance, — there it is "dovhle- 
mindedneii" no longer. And there are instances to be 
fomid in which this fatal single-mindedness shall allow a 
man in the delusion of being a Helf-satiafied professor of 
religion. 

It is much the same thing, we have Baid already, when we 
ezempliiy the character, denominated in the text, in the 
case of a man who approves some great general good object, 
but is influenced by & selfish interest against it. He may 
acknowledge the thing in qnestion to be really in a high 
d^ree desirable and important, — he has some good sympa- 
thies with it, — wishes it were in some way accompli shed, 
provided it were with perfect impunity to Mmt bat its 
accomplishment, he apprehends, would inTolve a material 
sacriAce of his own individual private interest. This private 
interest rises up against all his convictions and better wishes 
and sympathies ; and determines him to oppose the thing he 
pronounces so good. But yet, not>without a ptunfol con- 
sciousnesB of inconsistency, which his utmost effort-s cannot 
reconcile, and which gives a wavering " mutable " character 
to bis course of proceeding. 

Bee, again, the character in the text exemplified in the 
case of a man harassed between the dictates of his own 
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judgment and conscience, on the one side, and the c 
Tatdon of how he will be accounted of in the world, on the 
other side. That wretched serrility to opinion ! — ^how many 
iriae convictioQe, ajid excellent purpoeea, has it frustrated ! 
The apprehended contempt of im ignorant multitude, — or 
of the ceneure or Bcom of those who bear a great away in 
worldly society, — the diacountenftnce of fashion, — the impu- 
tation of singularity, fanaticism, and other such things, — it 
is marveUouB what a power they have against the best 
determinations of the mind. These had power to shame 
away &am the society of heavenly wisdom and transcendent 
goodness, in the person of the Messiah, numbers of such as 
did really belieye him the noblest inhabitant of the earth. 
And yet, when a man's judgment and conscience are deeply 
laid hold of, he cannot ma^e this sacrifice to the world's 
opinion, without great and painful struggles which will 
often make his conduct fluctuating and unsteady. Let him 
ask himself, "Whom am I offending, to please these P Is it 
the Supreme Judge ?" 

The attempted combination of things which cannot truly 
agree is exemplified in some, who wish to carry im appear- 
ance and a profession of belonging to the Christians, the 
people of Ood, and at the same time are very desirous of 
being on the most favourable terms with worldly and irreli- 
gious society. Thus they not only will regularly frequent 
religious assemblies, but will wish to bold a formal con- 
nexion with some Christian society, and to he accounted as 
religious,'— would be offended at being adjudged not to be 
BO. And it would seem that they really take some interest 
in religion. At the same time they allege that they have 
many points of obhgatory and unavoidable connexion with 
the irreligious part of the community; and they see no 
good, they say, in rigour, precision, and puritaniam, — and 
therefore, they must have liberty (" within the limits of 
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innocence and propriety ") to join them in many of tkeii 
social habite, practicea, amnsementB, where the Christian, 
that ia, Bpecifically and eipressly euch, may, for the time, bo 
laid aside. Now, that this can be done, hahitually and on 
syetem, is very strange. If there he any genuine religious 
principle, there must often be a most nneasy internal con- 
Bpiousnesa — a sense of contrariety and unappeasable strife 
of feelings, a war between the two interests for the more 
complete posseasion of the man. And at all events, there 
is estemally a contradiction, a want of unity of character. 
It is "imtability in a man'i vmy»" with a witness, that the 
same person should, at one time seek the communion of the 
faith^, employ himself in gravely reading the bible, join in 
social devotions, perhaps sometimes taking what may be 
called the active part in them, — and should, at the next 
turn, be fotmd the voluntary associate, on the most free 
and easy terms, with the despisers of religion, — waste his 
precious time among them — join with them in what is no 
better than dissipation, in tlionghtlesa gueties and trifling 
amusements. Will he — will he— pretend to plead that it 
recommends religion thus to show men that it has no aus- 
tere and repulsive rigours ? Alas ! if he can fancy he is 
recommending religion by the very course in which he ia 
betraying it ! The lesson he actually gives to these com- 
panions is, either that they have as much religion as he, and 
therefore, they would presume, enough, — or, that it is a 
thing which may safely be done without altogether ; that 
they may well dispense with what practically mokes so little 
■ difference. 

Tou will easily see that all these forms of the " doulile- 
minded" character, are only shapes, a little varied, of the 
one grand inconsistency, the desire to preserve peace with 
conscience, and yet at the same time to indulge the disposi- 
tions which conscience cannot approve. And' as long as 
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this inward strife and altemation of principles continues, it 
muHt forbid " ttabilUy m a man'i leaj/t," — it must disturb 
the tenor of his conduct into uncertainty, Tariablenees, and 
confusion. 

We will only- add to the description one more particular, 
— and that of a doctrinal reference. There seems to be 
in some persons a "double-minded" apprehension of the 
meritorious cause of human salvation, — a notion of some 
kind of distributive partition of the merit, between the 
sinful being himself and Jesus Christ. ^Now this must 
{Hvduca a painful perplexity and instability in a man's 
experience, and in bis religious exercises and efforts. For 
it can never be adjusted, on each side, how much. If the 
Eedeemer will not, of mere free favour, furnish all for 
justification, where mil he etop ? If I am to contribute 
essentially, meritoriously, myself, what mil ttiffiee ? by what 
rule is it to be estimatedP Will thus much, or so much, 
be enough P Have I what will be enough P Can I possibly 
do, can I bring to the divine justice, what will, as my part, 
be enough ? And how shall I know ? "When can I be sure 
I am safe P I hope that Jesus Christ may in his bounty 
supply almost all, almoit! but what will the deficiency be ? 
And can I add the deficient links to tbe golden chain, to 
connect it with my soul ? What a melancholy " eirait 
letween two !" Unstable, therefore, is such a man in his 
feelings, in his efforts, in his prayers. Oh that human pride 
should be able to keep up tbe distraction of this perplexity! 

III. There is no time for more than a very few Words on 
the concluding part of the subject ; tliat is, what is the 
remedy for all this P 

The great thing to quell all this mischief, and conflict, and 
wretchedness, is to have one grand predominant sovereigil 
purpose of life. And what cau that be, but, to live for 
God and eternity! How gloriotisly this would crush the 
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hateful strife ! and bring us out free, in einglenesB of Bpirit, 
for the enterprise of immortality ! 

The means condiiciTe, under the' Divine influence, to the 
establishment of this great predominant principle and 
power, are most plain and obvious. Let the man, who 
feels the plague of this internal diasensiou, let him look 
most deliberateljf, most resolateiy, and, as in the sight of 
God, at the motives, the objects, the interests, which divide 
and baffle his spirit ; and solemnly decide, what it is that 
deserves to have the ascendency. And then, that which, 
he sees, does so deserve, let him consider what means there 
are to i^ravate the force of its righteous demands, to give 
it more power over him — and to reduce the power of the 
opposing forces. Let him see what there is that he can 
apply to these convicted foes and traitors, to paralyze their 
grasp ;— whether there be not, in Heaven's own store of 
medicines, somethiog by which he can poison the serpents ; 
— whether be cannot obtain a sacred fire, before which the 
foul fiends cannot stand. Let him look at those, dead or 
living, who were or are, actuated by the noble simplicity 
and unity of purpose. Let him consider what he is both 
suffering and losing, — what is life worth in this condition 
of internal disquietude and distraction ? his soul the scene 
of a wretched conflict, at his expense — trodd^i down, as it 
wne, under the strife, to decide whether he shall live for 
any purpose or not. And what he b losing all the while ! 
losing the labour of his vital powers — spending his strength 
for nought ; — losing his time, — the inestimable advantageo 
for the attainment of the final good, — the present happiness 
he might be enjoying, — the benefits of the Bedeemer's 
work, — ^tbe day of grace and salvation. Let him consider 
(and be alarmed) — that the allowed continuaQce of this 
divided state of his mind, — of this conflicting, alternate ac- 
tuation of the opposed principles — will be exceedingly likely 
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to end in the dedded final predominance of the worse ! For 
the worse — the^ bave human nature on their side, — the aad 
corruption, — the old man, constantly working for them; 
— they touch this native ground, and axe atrengthened 
afresh, like the fabled giant, whose powers in combat were 
continu^y renewed bj contact with the earth, his parent. 
By continuance, too, these worse contesting prindplea have 
habit on their side, the most infernal ally of eril principles, 
— an angelic one of the good. 

And lastly, as Qod ia, — if we may speak so, — the supreme 
unity, simplicity, cousistency, stability, in the universe, the 
soul must have a firm connexion with Him, so as to be in a 
humble sense, (what we should not venture to express if 
hia own word had not) a "partaker of ike J>iDiite nature," 
by his Spirit imparted, through the medium of the Eedeemer 
And then these opposing evil principles and powers in the 
soul win shrink in the strife, — will do longer prevail, though 
they linger to struggle, — will have received the touch of 
death, — and will perish wholly and for ever when the spirit 
is at last set Iree &om mortality and this infected world. 
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outt lasoautcx oy oqb tutusx hodb ov existssce. 

1 John iii. 2. 

" £ doth not yet appear lehat we thall be." 

It is the fiuniliar experience of our thinking, that the mind 
IB ofl^ea led into queBtions, the pursuit of Bomething not 
clearly known, and desired to be known. AaA many of 
these queationa are Buch a^, being pursued, soon lead the 
thinking spirit to the brink, as it were, of a vast unfathom- 
ahle gulf. It ia arrested, and becomes powerless at the 
limit ; there it stands, looking on a dark immensity ; the 
little light of intellect and knowledge which it brings or 
kindles, can dart no ray into the mysterious obscurity. 
Sometimes there seems to be seen, at some unmeasured 
distance, a glimmering spot of light, but it makes notliing 
around it visible, and itself vaniahes. 

But often it is one unbouoded, unvaried, starless, mid- 
night darkness, — ^without one luminous point through 
infinite space. To this obscurity we are brought in pur- 
suing any one of very many questions of mere speculation 
and curiosity. But there is one question which combinea 
with the interest of speculation and curiosity an interest 
incnmparably greater, nearer, more affecting, more solemn. 
It is the simple question — " What shaUj wb bb ?" How 
soon it is spoken I — ^but who ehall reply ? Think, how pro- 
foundly this question, this mystery, concerns us, — and in 
comparison with tbia, what are to us aU questions of all 
sciences F What to ua all researchea into the conatitution 
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tmd laws of material nature P WLat — aJl inreBtigationa 
into the history of past ages F What to us the future 
career of events in the progress of states aad empires ? 
"What to U8 — what shdl become of this globe itself, or all 
the mundane system ? What wb shall be, 109 ourtelvet, is 
the matter of siirpaHsing and infinite interest ! 

There is in the contemplation a magnitude, a solemnity, 
which tramcenda and overwhelms our utmost faculty of 
thought. To think that we, who are here, and are thus in 
possession of an existence which is but as of yesterday, — 
shall continue to be in some mode, and in some scene of 
existence, for millions of ages, and that that will etill be as 
nothing, in comparison with what is still to follow ! that a 
duration passing away beyond all reach of the stupendous 
power of numbers, will still be as nothing ! And that it 
will stOl be we ourselres, the very same beings. And that 
it will be a perfectly specific manner of being — with a full 
conscionsnesa of what it is — an internal world of thought 
and emotion — a perlect sense of relations to the system in 
which we shall find ourselves placed ; — and this a continual 
succession of distinct sentiments and experieuces, and with 
the constant certainty of the train going on for ever ! 

Eeflect again, that it ia we, ourselves, of whom we are 
saying this. How overpowered are we in the attempt to 
realize to thought, what nevertheless will be so ! — " I, that 
am now, that am here, that am thus ; — what shall I bo, and 
where, and how, when this vast system of nature shall have 
passed avfay?" What, — after ages more than there are 
leaves, or blades of grass, on the whole surface of this 
globe, or atoms in its enormous mass, shall have expired ? 
What — after another such stupendous lapse of duration 
shall be gone ? Those terms, of amazing remoteness, will 
arrive ; yes, those periods, the very thought of which en- 
gulf our faculties, will he come, will hepatt I 
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id tlirongh every step and advance, in the mcalcnlabld 
tasion, on through those periods, the fact of what ve 
ABB, will be in mightj evidence presBing on all our 
options, and then still onward, infimtely, eternally 
ad; and will be definable, in certain terms of a 
■age (shall we call it P), in which we shall then form 
press our conceptions. " I am " — but what will foUow ? 
lat will the description beP what constitution, what 
ler, of existence ? what faculties P bow exerted P what 
igs F what employments P what relations p what com- 
cationaP what placed There will be the fact, the 
I reality, answering to all these questions. But what 
U be, there is but One Intelligence that perfectly 
s. But here, even in our own breasts, are the Intel- 
cea that will know, and know in their own experience, 
1 incomparably most intereating manner of knowing, 
id is not this, beyond all others, the subject for deep 
olemn musing — ^for intense inquisitiveness — ^for awful 

ink again, of what diminutive concern, in comparison, 
nany of those ambitious inquiries to reach the Un- 
n, which have been the most intense excitement to 
tigating minds. To ascertain, for instance, the yet 
own course of a great river, has excited the invincible 
ir of some of the most enterprising of mortals — who, in 
succession, have dared all perils, and sacrificed their 
To force a passage among unknown seaa and coasts, 
9 most frowning aud dreadful regions and climates ; to 
;rate to the discovery of the hidden laws, and powers, 
'elationa of nature', to ascertain the laws, the courses, 
nagnitudes, the distances, of the heavenly bodies ; — ■ 
thing — is the truth, in all these subjects of ambitious 
intent inquisition. But what if all this could be 
■n? — If we could have the entire structure of thia 
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globe discloaed, to its very centre, to our sight or intel- 
Ugence ; — if, through some miraculous interrentioii of divine 
power, we could have a Tieioa of the whole economy of ono 
of the remotest stars ; — oi if (to turn to a different depart- 
ment,) our intelligence could pass down, under a prophetic 
iUamination, to the end of time in this world, beholding, in 
continued Beries, the grand course of the world's affairs and 
events ; — what would any or all of these things be, in com- 
parison with the mighty prospect of our own eternal exist- 
ence f — with what is to be revealed upon us, and to be. 
realized in our very being, and experience, through eve^ 
lasting duration P 

"When we think of such a comparison we may justly 
indulge some regret and wonder, that very many inquisitive 
jninds, — ^perhaps the iar greater number of such, — should 
feel an immeasurably greater degree of curiosity, interest, 
and even solicitude, in directing their thoughts to the 
unknown and the fiiture of the inferior subjects of con- 
jecture and anticipation, than to this superlatively important 
unknown. Not that we would wish to throw any dispa- 
ragement on the conjectural inquisitive eioursioua of mind 
on any subject of inquiry. But surely it is a proof of 
strange perversion in the soul of man, that these eager 
eicorsions to penetrate into the remote and obscure, should 
go on every track rather than, on the grand line of its own 
future existence ! 

It would not be an adequate nor an honest plea, to allege 
that the knowledge is beyond our reach. In any matter 
where we feel a profound prospective interest, the thoughts, 
the imagination, will go that way, by an irresistible attrao- 
tion. When eertwn that there is to be something great, 
and immensely important to ourselves — the spirit goes 
forth towards it, earnestly tri» to look into the distance 
— eagerly seizes all glimpses, intimations, prognostics- 
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)lveB the probabilitiea, the possibilitiea — exerts its 
lost power of reason, conjecture, invention — to form to 
If an imago of what the iact may be. And how pn>- 
iouely, how monstrously strange it were, that there 
uld not be the very utmost of this ardent excitement in 
anticipation of what we Bhall be, hereafter and for ever. 
a earnest tendency to look forward should be natural 

rational, we think, notwithstanding that such darkness 
B over the immense interminable scene of our future 
tence. 

>ut still, — the question will arise, Wliy ia it so over- 
lowed with darkness, — since it concerns ns so deeply, — 
e it is ours ? There ia something that is ours, which is 
le a thousand years hence, a million of years hence, a 
ion of ages hence, a million times that — and so forward ; 

ours, for it is certain to be, and certain to be ^ueparable 
t ut. It is to be even ourselves, as absolutely ours as 
state we are to be in to-morrow ia so ;■— nay, as much as 
state we are in this moment belongs to us. But then, 
case being so, — ^why are we so precluded from a fore- 
t which would in some measure enable us to realize, to 

apprehension, that future state of ourselves P — One 
oua thing in answer ia, the essential impossibility, 
eot, in the first place, how very imperfectly we com- 
end even our present existence, — aftor all manner of 
irience of it, and intimacy with it. Diminutive as we 
we involve a world of mystery. The acuteat, the pro- 
dest investigators have been baffled. What is life? 
it is soulP What is even body? How combined P 

if we had the means of pursuing the inquiry into our 
re state, it may be presumed that every mystery would 
ggravated upon us. It is true, that the great "Eete^r 
)crets " could have told us, by revelation, some things 
acting the future state which we might, in some supei- 
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ficial general manner, have understood. For example, — 
wtether the disembodied apirit will liave a material vehicle? 
"Whether there will ho a formal procesB of judgment on it at 
death P In what place it shall dwell till the resurrection ? 
"Vniether it will, during that interval, be apprised of the 
transactions on this earth P Whethei* it will have sensible, 
intimate oommunications-with superior spirits P "Whether 
it vfiL have a clearer, vaster manifestation of the grand 
ecene of the creation p "Whether it will have a lumiaoua 
foresight of what it will become at the resurrection ? 
"When, and of what kind, will be the local habitations 
thereafter? "What the employments will chiefly consist of P 
All this, however, would have reached but a little way, 
oh how little, into the eternal progression ! — even if so iar it 
gave us light. But what we would insist on, is, that all 
disclosures given of the future state would have been, 
to us, &int and inefficient information. For, if it had been 
given in terms merely general, it would have left our con- 
ceptions in a state nearly as vague and unsatisfactory as 
ever, no definite substance; and, in particular and specific 
terms it could not have been given, without becoming either 
unintelligible or degraded ; for, it must have been given 
either in terpis of very close analogy with our present state, 
— or in terms (if any such could have been found) fitted 
and true to the nature of a vastly different economy. Sup- 
pose the former ; that is, terms and images belonging to our 
present state,^ — then, the descriptive information would 
have been degraded. For then, the whole vision, that should 
have been so grand, would have been brought down tovmrdt 
the level, though not quite to it, of our present notions and 
state, — our modes of life, — of habitation, of narrow limited 
activity, of imperfect social communication. There would be 
a servile analogy or resemblance to onr maimer of relation 
to place, to surrounding elements, to the modes and sources 
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of pleaanre — and to our means and instntmenta ofknow- 
ledge and power. In short, the vhole revealed deacription 
must have been conformed to the apprehensions of beiuge 
liTing in these groBB bodies, and having all their ideas modi- 
fied by their bodily senses. But this would he to humiliate, 
to degrade, the description and theory of a superior state ; 
and not only would the description be degraded, — but it 
would not be true. On such accounts, a thinking and 
aspiring mind feels little satisfaction or complacency in any 
of those imaginary particular representations of what the 
economy of a superior worid may be supposed to be — (not 
excepting the excellent Dr. Watts's). There is a recoiling 
feeling, — " That is far too like things as they might be 
here — that is mating only a superior terrestrial state." 

We supposed, on the other hand, the revealed specific 
description of a future state to he given in terms truly 
appropriate to a quite different and higher economy, — and 
then it would have been unintelligible. But, in truth, the 
supposition itself is unintelligible and absurd. That would 
be the language of another world. ISo terms could convey 
to us a totally different order of ideas ; no human language 
could do it, — and any other would be but the mysterious 
emblema of eternity — bright, indeed, on yonder side, toward 
heaven, but dark on this, toward us. Such a revelation 
would he a sun in total and perpetual eclipse. 

We say, then, that it does not "yet appear what we shall 
be," plainly because it is impossible. 

If we went no further in the inquiry than merely the 
state immediately after death, the separate state, — we can 
instantly conceive, that when the soul is taken out of this 
body with all its senses, and therefore out of the- whole 
system of relations with the senses, and all the modes of 
perception belonging to the senses, it must be in a state of 
which no specific ideas can be conveyed to us. 
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We may next obiseiTe, that even Boppoemg, contraiy to 
all this, that Bome apecific conceptions of the future state 
could be, and were, conveyed to as, the effect would not be 
what we are ready to imagine. We are apt to lancy how 
mightily and permanently striking and commanding such 
ideas would be. But no — they would become gradually 
familiarized among our ideas, and bse their eitraordinaiy 
and, so to speak, eztra-mundano quality and power of 
impreasion. They must be mingled with our ordinary con- 
ceptions, be adverted to in our ordinary language, and 
would soon cease to be like messengers sent to ua from the 
dead and the world of spirits. 

A far stronger impression is made on thinkittg spirits 
(and on others nothing makes an impression), by an unde- 
fined magnificence, by a grand and awful myatery,— when 
we are absotut«ly certain that there is a stupendous reality 
* veiled in that mystery ; when qnite certain, too, that it 
relates to ouraelvea — and that it will, at length, be discloaed. 

Such a grand reality, thns mysteriously veiled, attracts 
thinking spirits moat mightily — like the mystic and awful 
receae in the inmost part of the temple. It keeps in action 
the inquisitiveness, conjectures, expectation. It seta the 
mind on imaginiog the utmost that it can of grandeur and 
importance ; and the idea still is, after the utmost efforts, 
" It is far greater tbaii even all that I" 

And thua, if we will think, thia grandeur veiled in dark- 
nesB has amore powerful effect on the mind, than any dis- 
tinct particulara made palpable to our apprehension — and 
brought down to our level in order to be made so. So far, 
then, it is better that it ehould not "yet appear what wr 
shall be." 

We may also advert to the common and just observation, 
— that in this life men are placed in thia world's relations, a 
svatem of relations corresponding to our inhabiting a grosh 
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&niil, mortal bodj, vith all its wants and drcamstances. 
And that we hare to perform all the varioua busiaess of 
thu world. That there are innumerable thougbts, cares, 
employments, belooging ineeparably to this oar atate ; and 
that, therefore, there must not be euch a manifestation of 
the future state aa would confound, stop, and break up, this 
BTstem. It is true, that what we have been saying, nearly 
amounts to this — namely ; that no revelation in words, such 
as we could clearly understand, would bo take hold on our 
minds as to produce any such effect. To produce such an 
effect, there must, then, be mighty and portentoua circum- 
Btancea and appeu-auces, extraordinary interferences, things 
to astonish and shake the constitution of onr nature; or 
else, perfectly extraordinary impressions forced on our 
roiuds, to give us intimations, and, as it were, specimens of 
another state of existence, and produce overpowering emo- 
tions concerning it. This could be if God so willed, but 
this must not be, because it would unfit men for tbe 
regular performances of the business of life. 

We only odd that other plain reason for our being kept 
in such ignorance of the exact nature of the future Btate, 
namely; that Taith is to be the grand principle of our 
feelinga and conduct reepectiug hereafter. We are to 
believe, to be persuaded, and to act conformably to that 
persuaaion, — the whole present system must be consonant 
with this. And this appointment of faith to be the 
actuating principle, la partly, as we see, becauae it cannot 
be otherwise ; and partly because, to be governed by the 
declarations and will of Gtod b the vital essence of all the 
obligationa of his creatures. 

Eiit now, will it not be aaid, that the latter part of theae 
representations does, in effect, contradict tbe former ; that 
we first make it a reproach to men that they so little direct 
their thoughts and imagination to a future Btate, — and that, 
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next, we acquit them, by Bhowing the impogsibility of 
forming any clear conceptions of it, if they did so direct 
their minda F What is the use, it may be said, of indulging 
our mUBings and inquiaitivo conjectures on the unknown ? 
We answer, it is necessary, when there is such a stupendous 
reality, for certain, before us, it is evideEtly a primary duty 
to think of it, and with deepest interest : — and we cannot 
think of it as one simple, aingle, invariable idea. The mind 
must go, or attempt to go, in some degree, into special modes 
of conceptioQ respecting it. 

Again, it is an elevating and spiritualizing ezerci3i< of the 
mind. It tends to carry the soul a little way toward its 
proper region. It tends to lessen the false importance of 
the things of this world, and to slacken then- hold. It con- 
tributes to obviate that unnatural and pernicious estrange- 
ment aud disBociation between our present and future state. 
It tends to habituate the spirit to seek and £nd the grand 
importance of its existence in its hereafter. It tends to 
awake a lively and a sacred curiosity — which is surely a 
right and worthy state of feeling with which to go toward 
another world and to go into it. It may help to turn to 
valuable account the varieties in the present system of our 
existence — the facts in surrounding nature — the iromediata 
cifcumstanees of our own being, by, — prompting, on each par- 
ticular, the thought and the question, " What, corresponding 
to this, — what in contrariety to this, what, instead of this, 
— may there be in that other world ?" It may aid to keep 
us aaaoeiated with those who are gone thither. It may give 
new emphasis to our impression of the evil of sin, and the 
excellence of all wisdom, holiness, and piety, by, — the 
thought, " What manner of effect is this— or this — adapted 
to result in, in that future state P" 

By this exercise of contemplative anticipation, we may 
make excellent use of those figures and emblems in which 



Dig t,z^=;,. Google 



384 otTB lasoJtixcs or 

rerelfltion has shadowed out the future state, carrying the 
thoughts aa far as ve can from the mere figure, to what 
would, in a higher aease, best correspond to it. In such an 
exercise, the particular character of the individual's miud. 
his taste, his less or greater abstraction in thinking, will, 
and Teiy properly may, haye a leading influence. Many 
pious minds may lore to imagine something Tory consider- 
ably in analogy with the present order of existence,— only 
greatly raised and refined, but never losing sight of the 
parallel; and this will, no doubt, greatly contribute to a 
distinctness of ideas ; an analogous order of senses — and ae 
ad^ted to them, beautiful and sublime scenes, enchanting 
music of sounds, &c. 

"With others the wish will be to go aa far away from 
resemblance aa is poasible without going into abaolnte and 
impalpable abstraction, into an unrealizable vacuity. And 
thiB, we think, is strongly warranted by what is said of the 
nature of the body which shdl be constituted at the resur- 
rection, and by the consideration of its immortality. Some- 
thing widely, immensely difierent from all that belongs to it 
now, is surely implied by the assertion that it is to be like 
" the glorious body " of the Mediator. What can we 
imagine of that body ? Far, very far, surely, from any close 
analogy with this earthly atructure. Consider it too, aa 
capable of rising to " meet the Lord in the air." Conaider, 
again, that pointed contrast, rather than any parallel, which 
the apostle exhibita in hia account of it, a body raised in 
" glory," in " power," in " incorruption," — and, to crown 
&]],&" spiritual" body. He displays this body in lofty 
triumph over the present body. The description gives the 
full impression of something, not only immensely difierent, 
but specifically and esaentially different. And then consider 
the strange, the mysterious circumstance of its immortality. 
A bodily structure immortal 1 — adapted to live for ever and 
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ever. Here we are carried away out of all conceivable 
analogy, aa by the whiriwind that took Elijah away. 

In tbia its immortality, we are not to suppose the opera- 
tion of a perpetual miracle, — but, — that it will be naturally 
immortal, by the same eBsential law as the soul ia so ; that 
it will not hare, either in its material consiatence or its 
vital organi£atioQ, any inherent principle of decay. But 
how confounded ia all intellect or fancy, in the attempt to 
conceive of auch a body, — or of its senaes, parts, or vital 
action. And if we attempt to imagine a material scenery, 
and order of elements, corresponding in quality to such a 
body, how lost are we again! Yet auch a representation 
calla upon ua, not to forbear thinking on the myaterious 
subject, — but to aim at thinking sublimely. 

But after aU, and amidat all, our efforta to conceive of 
the mode of the future eziBtence, it viU be vrell to occupy 
our contemplations much upon the grand general elements 
of tbe future felicity : — holiness — charitj — wiadom — power 
— immortality— enjoyment of the Divine pres^ice and be> 
nignity. 

And finally, let no curiosity of high speculatiou beguile 
U8, for a moment, out of recollection of the one mighty 
difference, — of tbe two grand oppoaites, — in the future 
state, the condition of the redeemed and purified, and the 
unbelieving and unrighteous. 
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LECTUBE LXIX. 

TH£ CHSISTLAJI ISE^ OF IBX, PESFSCIIBILITX OF UAIT. 

1 CoBiHTHUJia liii. 10. 

" When that which u perfect it come, then that which i» in 
part »hall be done moay." 

Oirx of the general ideas naturaJlj ariaing at the repetition 
of such worlds would be, that Fdtueitt ie the greatneK 
oftaan, and that hereafter ia the grand ecene for the attain- 
ment of the AilneBB of his exiatence. When depresBed 
and mortified hj a conscious littleness of being, ;et feeling 
emotions and intimations which seem to signify that he 
should not bo little, he may look to futuril? and exclaim, 
"/ thall ie great yonder 1" When feeling how little 
belongs to him, how diminutive and poor his sphere of 
possession here, he may say, "The immense futurity ia 
mtao ! I may be content to he poor awhile in the prospect 
of that ! " If here obsciue and evea despised, he may 
reflect, " Well, it is not here that I expect, or wtuit, to 
verify my importance." If forcibly admonished of the 
brevity of life, the thought may arise, "WeU, the sooner 
my entrance on a life that shall have no end." 

Another thing we may observe upon the words is, that 
it is most gratifying to see the divine revelation connecting 
the attribute, the condition of perfection, on any terms, in 
any sense, at any future period, with human nature. It 
would be gratifying if this were but intimated as a mere 
possibility ; — it is most emphatically ao, to see it expressed 
as an assurance— a promise. Think of man, the combino- 
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tion of all defects! Let any conceivable excellence be 
named, and the very mention of it is, in effect, a reproach 
to hitn, as not having it, or having it in but a very deficient 
measure. Whoever does possess the most of any one of 
them, is deeply lamenting to perceive how partiiU, how 
miserably little, the amount is, compared with even far less 
than perfection. Looking at man, we seem to see a vast 
collection of 'little beginnings, — attempts, — feilures ; Eke a 
plantation on a bleak and blasted heath. And the progress 
in whatever is valuable and noble, whether in individuals 
or communities, is so miserably difficult and slow. So that 
" the perfectibilily of man" in the sense in which that 
phrase has been employed, stands justly ridiculed as one of 
the follies of philosophic romaoce. Then how delightful is 
it to see revelation itself, pronouncing as possible, and 
predicting as to come, something " perfect" in the condition 
of man. 

Next observe, that this prediction of something " perfect "* 
to come, relates to Icnowleige. This is somewhat surprising. 
It seems much more easy to conceive of perfection in 
another state attained or conferred, in any of what may be 
called the tnoral attributes, than in knowledge, even in any 
moderate and comparative sense. I'or instance ; — perfect 
rectitude of the actuating principle, the motives ; — perfect 
reverence of the Supreme Being ;— a perfect spirit of 
obedience; — perfect "charity;" — or, toaayall in one, perfect 
holinesg. These are things of a more simple and absolute 
nature ; — qualities to be created tmd filed within the being 
itself; — simply a rectification of its own constitution and 
habitude, which we can conceive effected by a single act ot 
the XKvine Power. But knowledge is not a state of the 
dispositions of the intelligent being, — not an intrinsic quality 
of its nature ; but an intellectual relation which it has with 
ofker things, with an^ thing, with all things, which can come 
2 
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withiu the sphere of ita apprehension. The scope of thia 
relation has no necessary liinit ;— hut is quite indefinite j 
and may be amplified through every BucceBBi™ period of 
duration. All things in the stupendous totality of eziat- 
ence, and even in poasibility, are subjects for knonledge. 
To hear, then, from the voice of divine truth, a prediction 
for men, of perfection in knowledge, in any, the moat 
limited, accommodated sense, ia very marvellous. It ia a 
sublime prospect, contemplated under the most lioiited 
sense of the (erma which display it to us. 

Let us attempt, for a few momenta, to realize to our 
imagination such a state of knowledge as ojir text would 
imply. 

The lowest point we can take, in the first place, is tie 
exclusum of error ; — or, in other words, that all opinion will 
be truth. The intellect must be perfectly rectified in its 
mode of perception and action ; and the ohjecta on which 
it ia employed undeceptively presented to it. So that, if 
the manner of apprehending be intuition, the objects will 
be made clearly self-evident. Or, if there be an exercise 
like reaaoning, the evidence will be explicit, and the reason- 
ing prooesa infallible; so that every thing admitted as 
knowledge shall be absolutely such. It could not but be 
in the heavenly state, a painful, a melancholy thing, for 
the spirit, ^er exulting in the reception of a portion 
of knowledge, to find out that it had been imposed 
on and deluded ; — to be beset at each progressive stage, 
with the suspicion that the apparent advance is per- 
haps to be trodden back again, as just so far wrong. 
So far, then, the knowledge will be " perfect," that nothing 
delusive and erroneous will be included in what is taken 
for knowledge. 

Again; we may conceive ita perfection in thia sense-i^ 
namely, that it will be perfectly adequate to the infallible 
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direction of all the actirities of the enperiar etate. Those 
actiyitiea we may well believe to be of vast extent and 
endless variety. But suppose a knowledge competent to 
them aU ; an inlallible knowledge, what to do, and when, 
and by ickat meam; — a perfect knowledge what power the 
agent has for accomplishing the objects ; a certain foresight 
of the result ; — a perfect judgment what is right, what is 
the best ; — a perfect understanding of what is the Divine 
"Will. So that the whole system of action of the immortal 
beings shall proceed under a iuminouB intelligence, which 
permits no doubt, or apprehension, or mistake, or failure. 

The knowledge of the inhabitants of the better world will 
doubtless be perfect in this sense; namely — that they will 
possess as much of it as is indispenaahle to their happiness, 
and will be sensible that they do so. They will not feel 
that some of the essential means of their felicity are con- 
cealed in the shade which lies beyond the great and Illu- 
minated field of their vision. They will not be in the 
condition of the apostle John, who looked on the sealed 
book, and " wept " because there was none to open it. On 
the contnoy, each one will be able to say, "I am happy in 
this light, — happy, till the Father of lights shall see good to 
make "me still more so, by opening to me another book 
yet sealed — to expand still further this wide and glorious 

We. may perhaps, assume to add, — that these happy 
beings will possess always as much knowledge, as for the 
time their faculties are actually capable of admitting — there 
will be " no craving void." So that, as to what they caanot 
then know, it will not be that it is arbitrarily withheld — 
causing them to say, "If it were hut told me— if it were 
but disclosed, I could underetaad it." This is our case 
here, — there doubtless are a vast number of things kept in 
the dark from ns, which we could understand if they were 
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but declared ; and there U BometimeB a moat reatless wish 
lo know them. That knowledge may be called perfect, 
which shall be bo, relatively to the capacity, of the intelli- 
gent being. Imagine this, and then imagine a continual 
Benuble enlargement of the capacity itself, and at it enlargeB, 
a continoal influx of new knowledge to fill it. 

We should take Bome advantage of the apoBtle'B mode of 
illustrating, by a contrast between " that which is in part," 
and that " perfect " which is to come. 

We may advert to the imperfect, partial nature of our 
meant of knowledge. It Ib a mysteriouB thing in the all- 
wiae Creator's economy, that intellectual beings, spirits, 
should be encloBed in gross matter, and made dependent 
for their action on its organization, — but eo it b. The 
senses contained in this material frame, the grand inlets ctf 
our knowledge, must aai do convey it in a niOBt imperfect 
manner. These, while they are the medium of knowledge, 
vet keep up an insuperable sepustion between the miiH, 
the spirit, and the objects desired to be known. Through 
them it can receive only reports and imagra of the things. 
It cannot itself come at the things themselves. How it 
wishes sometimes that it could ! It longs to know what 
things are in their own reality. 

Language, again, is a most imperfect medium for the 
conveyance of knowledge ; — it is indeed framed upon our 
imperiect knowledge, and partaking of all its defects. It ia 
contrived by men to express what they very imperfectly 
conceive and know, and is full of indistinctness, uncertainty, 
perplexity, confusion. But, " when that which is perfect is 
come!" — it maybe said, "What thenP What will then 
be the mode, the medium, the instruments, of our receiving 
and conveying knowledge P" We cannot even conjecture, 
till it do come. But it must be something immensely 
different, whether or not in analogy with the present means. 
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One almost dislikes to suppose, in that more perfect 
state, even a reaemblADce to such feeble things as hearing, 
seeing, feeling, language. But the sovereign and beneficent 
Creator, in forming his creature anew in a for nobler con- 
dition, will infallibly do it for the best. And if there be to 
be senses, and any artificial instruments of knowledge analo> 
goua to the present, let them be but as much superior to 
these as a " spiritual body," made like the glorified body of 
Christ, will be superior to this " earthy," mortal one, and it 
will suffice. 

But whatever shall be the means and manner of appre- 
hending, — the apprehensioQ must be incomparably more 
immediate and intimate than in this world, to satisfy the 
exalted intelligence. And that there will be this pervading 
intelligence, this intimacy of knowledge, seems to be im- 
plied by what the apostle says, " I shall know even aa also 
I am known," that is, by the divine Spirit. So " when that 
wtiich is in part shall be done away, and that which is perfect 
ia come," the moaner of kndwing shall be an entire, a com- 
plete one, as to the mesjiB and instruments. (Here note 
the imperfection of tbe other great mean of knowledge, 
rsMonin^.) 

Again ; — Yavi emphatically our present knowledge is but 
" in part," if we advert to the number and extent of the 
things to be known. It is but a diminutive portion of the 
grand whole of things, that we can even be so apprised of 
as to be aware that we are ignorant of them. "We can 
think no question at all about them. But take even so 
much as we are apprised of enough to make subjects of 
inquiry ; and just think, how many can be answered of all 
the questiooB we can ask F To a vast proportion of theot. 
there is no passible answer at all. To a great majority of 
the rest, that do not go entirely beyond our sphere, the 
answer ia extremely doubtful. And aa to the comparative^ 
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few that ve seem to think we can reply to, we find, when 
we try, that the answer is that of but a reiy partial 
knowledge. 

" When that which is perfect is come," it will not bring 
an aiuwer to all possible inquiries ; — that were to extend 
OUT knowledge beyond an archangel's oompasa ; but it may 
well be believed that it will be ii.maT.ing and delightful to 
see what a multitude of things, of which we had but the 
fointest glimpses before, are brought into perfect manifest- 
ation. What a revelation there may be in two senses ; — in 
the vast enlargement of the mind's own proper power of 
knowing, while it looks from a higher eminence over a 
wider £eld; — and in the direct disclosures and communica- 
tions which the Divine Being may beneficently make. His 
present revelation is the greatest blessing conferred on 
human intelligence on earth. But how obviously that is 
but " in part." How many things are not mentioned! — 
bow many with but a particle of information ! — some are 
presented with an obscure and half-revealed aspect, like the 
moon, sometimes seen with a narrow line of light, and the 
disc opaque and dimly perceptible. And it would not be ■ 
wild imagination, that then there will be a still further new 
revelation, strictly such, to impart information of what will 
still be beyond the sphere of knowledge by any other means. 
And that also to become ultimately an immediate know- 
ledge ; and then a still further and further revelatian ; and 
BO forward, interminably and for ever ! 

But all these anticipations remind us but the more 
forcibly, how we here " know but in part." So " in part," 
that just the part, t^ portion which we want to attain is 
divided ofi' from our reach. It seems as if a dissevering 
principle, or a dark veil fell down exactly at the point 
where we think we are near upon the knowledge we are 
pursuing. We reach the etsential question of the inquiry j 
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— let tbat be sui^aeaed and W6 should arriTe at the truth — 
exult in the knowledge. But juat there we are stopped bj 
Bomethmg inBuperable; &nd there we stand, like prisonera 
looking at their impregnable wall. 

So"ia part" our knowledge is, that an eic«eding weight, 
we eometimeH £eel as if a dieproportionate one, is thrown 
upon our faith. We cannot imderBtand the case, and j'et 
we must approTingly submit to Him who is the Master of 
all things ; and our obedience must be as ready and anre- 
eerved ae if we could. But this is a bard exercise for faith. 
In our partial view, appearances may seem against what we, 
neverthelesB, are required most firmly to believe. It ia 
difficult to maiataiu tbla faith, but is happily aided by the 
Divine assurance, that one day we shall 'know " when that 
which is perfect is come." 

j& " in part " our knowledge is, that in many things we 
see far wore of the evil than of the good, in the whole state 
of things, as far as within our comprehension. But we ate 
sure that on the great view, to which we cimnot yet attadu, 
there mutt be a decided predominance of good, in the 
empire of Him who is infinite in wisdom, power, and good- 
ness. And the anticipation of clearly seeing it so, is a 
delightful radiance from heaven on our present dark abode. 

So " in part" our knowledge is, that wo cannot '^ree 
one with aoother, The " part " itself is not clear, bright, 
and infallible, as far as it goes. It contains those shades, 
perplexities, and equivocal appearances, among wtich men 
mwt greatly differ. It would have been a fine thing if good 
men, and wise men, could have been unanimous on to the 
limited extent of this early stage and immaturity of our 
knowledge, and had not filled the twilight of the great 
approaching day of wisdom with their controversies and 
their quarrels. But when the " perfect comes," the grand 
Rumination of each spirit will be rendered inconceivably 
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more delightful by the coincidence of judgment wliich will 
create a happy sympathy and harmony of the aSectionB, 

"We have no time to apply these somewhat too vague and 
general ideas to special subjects. But they might be illus- 
trated in application to our imperfect knowledge of even 
our own nature, as in the essential principle of life ; — the 
mysterious connexion of the soul witli the body; — the 
nature and operations of that soul itself. How striking to 
reflect, that we can as yet, just as much comprehend the 
whole universe as our own little selves, onr own selvea, who 
are thinking and talking on these subjects. These ideas 
might ^o be viewed in their application to the theoiy of 
the condition and destination of our race ;— the system of 
Divine Providence ; — the doctrines of religion ; — the manner 
of our fiitmre existence ; — the inquiry, what rational beings, 
and under what economy, in other realms of the universe i 
and the umverse itself. 

After such views contemplated, think of the pride of 
present knowledge 1 with a little glimmering on their spirits 
there are men that walk the earth with an elation as if they 
should be gods ; — and destitute too, as this very pride would 
show, of that which is the best of the knowledge atttunable 
her© I 

Consider what a high advantage over ua is now attiuned 
by our pious Mends that are gone — even in that less 
perfect state which intervenes between the departure hence 
and the resurrection I 

"Then that which is in part shall be done away." 
Imagine the emerging from this dark world into light ! 
what a dismissal from our spirits, what a vanishing away 
of the whole systems of om' little notions, our childish 
conceptions ! If they will be sufficiently recollected to be 
compared with the grand manifestation of truth and reality 
then unveiled, what a contrast ! And yet there will not be 
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bh entire contempt thrown upon the retrospect ; for it will 
be underetood how those little notiooB, that feeble light, 
that partial revelation, were the right training for the 
infancy and childhood of the human souL 

Let us, then, he thankful that we tJa know, though hut in 
part, and eaxnestly apply and improve what we are 
permitted to know. Let us he thankful, too, that one 
point of that very knowledge is, that itB imperfection will 
at length be left behind. 

Lastly, if there will be, as none can doubt, in the 
heavenly state, different degrees in the felicity of the 
redeemed spirits, and if knowledge will be one great mean 
of felicity there, who may he eipected to possess the 
highest attaiunients of it? Not necessarily those, even 
good men, who possessed the most of it here, hut rather 
those who have esceDed the most in piety, — in devotion to 
Orod and Christ, and the cause of heaven in this world- 
God can, by one great act of his rewarding power, make 
them the highest iu iittelligence, and it is rcasonabje to 
believe he will. 
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Tsne BELieiODs ttbe op ueuokulb. 

JoBHUA xiir. 26, 27, 

" Attd Joshua took a great atone, and set it up there under an 
oak, that teas hy the sanctuary of the Lord. And Joshua 
said unto all the, people, Behold thi* stone shall be a vdt- 
jtess unto us, for it hath heard all the loords of the Lord 
which he spake unto us; it shall he therefore a witness 
unto j/ou lest ye deny yowr God." 

This action of Joehua seems a strange importance to be 
conferred on a piece of insensible matter, on a mere block 
of Btone, unnoticed, perhaps, for a thousand jears. " It 
hath heard" is an excessively strong figure ; but it iB quite 
in the eastern sfr^le to give things the attributes of persons. 
Such a circumstance may suggest to us the reflection, how 
little it can be foreseen or conjectured to what use num- 
berleBS things in the creation, apparently insignificant, are 
destined by divine appointment to be applied. They may 
be entirely unnoticed while awaiting that use, with no 
marks upon them to diBtinguish them from the moat ordi- 
nary things of the same kind. For example, the trees out 
of which the ark of !Noah or the ark of the covenant was to 
be constructed ; the rod of Mosea ; the atones which were 
to be the tables of the law, to be written on them by the 
Almighty ; the rams' homa used at the siege of Jericho ; 
we might add, the materials destined to the moat awful use 
of all — THE Ckoss. If these appear remote references, we 
may name a nearer and more pointed one. There m, as to 
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most of UB — there is now existing, somewhere, the very 
wood which will form our coffins. Some of us may have 
passed near the very trees, or the wood no longer in the 

state of trees. The material bears no mark what it ia for ; 
but God has on it his secret mark of its destination. If it 
were visible, what a reading we should have of inscriptions 1 
— tomb-inBcriptions, seen beforehand ! 

It is striking to consider that the sovereign Lord has 
Bome- appointed use for everything in his creation. The 
uses of an infinite number of things, uw shall never know ; 
but He can have made nothing but for an use — to that it 
will come. What a view has He on alt things as hearing 
his destination ! "What a stupendous prospective vision, if 
we may express it so, before his mind ! 

But, we proceed t^ observe, that wise and good men, can find 
for many things, many uses, for instruction and piety, which do 
not occur to other men : they have been trained in a better 
ecbool. If such a man, towards the close of life, could make 
out an account of the things that have served him to such a 
purpose, how many things, seeming not in themselves guali* 
fied to inatnict him, would he have to recount as having 
been the occasions of his receiving instruction, or salutary 
impressions. It may, in some instance, have happened, 
that a thing as unmeaning in itself as a mere stone, has 
been made the cause of some spiritual advantage to him. 
Indeed, in many instances, the greatest good has been from 
insignificant things; while we must mind proportion 
between means and ends, it is not so with Qod. 

In the instance in our text, Joshua, and in a later 
instance, Samuel, fixed on such an object, and endeavoured 
to render it, in a sense, a cause of religious admonition, 
thereafter, to the people, in the way of recalling to their 
minda the most important facts and considerations. The 
design was, that they might not be able to look at that 
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stone, without being reminded of " all the iconJg 0/ the 
Lord," Figuratively apeaking, it would be the etone saying 
to them — "I have heard" &c. The great teadera of the 
iBraelitea, Moaea and Joshua, were solicitous to employ 
every expedient to secure an eternal remembrance of God 
in the people's minds. They therefore marked the stations 
and stages in their pi-ogress with moi^umental circumstances 
snd objects ; — things which should have a meaning put on 
them which they had not in themselves ; — a meaning which 
they were to have in consequence of being connected, in 
some express and memorable manner, with the providential 
inierfereuces of God, or his declarations, or with the people's 
conduct. It was not enough that human and even angelic 
monitors should be speaking. They saw that all was little 
enoi^h, and too little, to keep religious ideas and recoUeo 
tions alive in the people's minds ; these were apt to fade and 
die away, like plants in a bad soil. They perceived how 
constantly the popular mind was withdrawing and escaping 
&om under the impressive sense of an invisible Being ; bow 
easily the delusions of the surrounding idolatry stole on 
their senses and their imagination, to beguile their hearts, and 
their very reason away ; how imperfectly the grand scene of 
Nature, of the Creation, preserved, in any active force, the 
thought of the Creator ; how apt to grow feeble and faint 
was their memory of even the miraculous erenta which 
them-selves had beheld ! Therefore, these illustrious and 
pious leaders and teachers were desirous to avail themselves 
of every auxiliary means to prolong the remembrance, to 
renew and fii the impresions in the people's minds, of all 
that had taken place between God and them ; to surround 
them with remembrances, turn which way they would, 
traverse the land in whatever direction they might. Accord- 
ingly, they marked places, and times, with monuments ; 
built' altars; raised heaps of stones, (ae at the passage of 
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Jordan) ; set up single great stones, gave sigDificant names 
to places ; carefully preserred particular tLinga aa " the rod 
thai budded," and a portion of the manna, the cenaera of 
Korah, DatLan, &c.; appointed periodical obaemmceB at 
particular seasons. And thej told the people, and explained 
to them eipressly, what each of these things was for ; so thaf 
theg should be able to tell their posterity what they asked, 
"What mean ye h/ theie rionet?" And, donbtless, this 
"great Hone" for instance, which was set up by Joshua, did, 
in a measure, answer this end. Tens of thousands of eyes 
must have looked dt it with the perception of its memorial 
meaning, 

Kow, can all this be turned to no good account for u* f 
Have we less of this unhappy tendency to forget things 
which ought to stand conspicuous in our memory, relative 
to our concerns with GodP "What kind of memory have 
We, for example, of the mercies of GodP How many of 
them aU do we, in any manner, recollect ? How often do 
we recollect the most remarkable of them p , "With what 
force of impression P Do they come, many of them, like 
faint shadows, or a half-remembered dream P What a mist, 
what a night, has settled on our memory ! Are we n!ot like 
travellers who, going forward, have left &U the long 
BUCOCBsion of objects out of sight, sunk below the horizon. 
Now, anything, any object of sight, any circumstance of 
place or time, that will assist to recall— moy be of valuable 
service to us. 

There may have been seasons, occasions, experiences, 
eminently adapted to instruct ua. They have gone away 
and what kind of remembrance have we of them ? 
Circumstances, occasions, events, signally fitted to awaken 
and alarm ua, have gone away— what remembrance have we 
of them P Striking temporary manifestations of the 
insufficiency and vanity of the world have gone by — what 
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ntnembramce hare we of them ? niuBtrations of our 
entire helpleuaeaa, and our dependence on Ood; intense 
illutninfttions of truth; strong gleams of insight into the 
state of our own ipirita and character; very strong 
nanifeatationi and enforcements of dut^; all these have 
gone by, — what remembrance have we of them ? 

Now, as to all such tbiogs, the plague and the grief is, 
that we are BO apt to let them all go away into forgetful- 
nesB. We then, aa much as ever the Israelites, need all 
manner of aids to reviTe the memory of them. It is plain 
enough, that the great general thing for this purpose is — a 
rtflective, conscientious, BeriouBuesB of spirit. Bat, the 
point at present in our view is, that aometimea ralu^Ie 
advantage may be taken of particular circumstances, aiding 
to recall them. " 21iM §tone thall be a mtnett to tu." 
Everything that can be made a "wHnets" aad remem- 
brancer to ua, ia worth being made ao; we ahould not 
deapiae ita aaaiatance. If a man were placed, knowingly 
and certainly, at the apot where some of the moat 
memorable and awful tranaactions of all time took place, 
might he not take advantage of thia, to think in s more 
impressive manner on those great events P And would he 
not do well ? If in eight of Mount Ararat, — on Mount 
Sinai, — Carmel, — in Jerusalem, — on Mount Calvary, — on 
t)ie shoro of the Dead Sea P 

Ood tins put in the constitution of oxir minds thia very 
useful law, that one thing helps to bring other things more 
forcibly to our thoughts, when there is any kind of relation. 
Let ua look at a familiar exemplification or two. It may 
be, that some person here has, at some time, experienced a 
remarkable preservation or deliverance i perhaps in a 
situation of extreme peril, within, as we say, a hair's 
breadth of a frightful injury, or death. IN'ow, we would 
say to that person, " If you ever pass by that place, or see 
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the object which waa so near being deatructive, or anything 
that contributed to save you, let it be "a tnitnegt" to you. 
Fix on it, to excite your recoUections of Qod'a providential 
goodness: the dart of death waa actually levelled,— Qod 
put a shield between. Or, suppose the apartment, or the 
bed where an oppie.-isive sickness had brought ita victim 
juEt to the gate of death. Or, suppose a person to have 
been narrowly saved from fallin g; into aome great ain, — and 
thete was a happy intervention ; any place, or object, seen 
or beard of, which haa any near relation to that peril, or 
which averted it, should have the effect intended by the 
stone of Joshua. Suppose any other remarkable instance 
and token of the divine goodness. It will sometimes 
happen that there remains to be seen, perhaps, some 
particular object, some special circumstance connected with 
that experience, — tet it be a remembrancer. 

There have been, as we said, important lesaone of 
instruction, given, perhaps, at an opportune and critical 
moment, adapted to have an invaluable influence through 
all subsequent life. Here, again, there may be, remaining 
to be seen, some particular thing or other which may recall 
those lessons to memory — a book — a letter — a honse — the 
grave of the instructor. Let the attention fix on that 
thing — look at it and go back in thought. It may thus be 
made the occasional means to a,vake a train of grateful 
■recoUectious ; if the instruction was efficacious ; or of 
humiliating penitential reflections — if it was in vain. 
" That instruction — that warning — oh, what a blesaed tbiug, 
if I had had the conscience to attend to it !" 

Perhaps there have been times when, under peculiar and 
strong impressions, we have made solemn resolutioos and 
vows, as in the presence Qod. Now, there may be some 
monument of such solemn exercises and detenuinationB ; 
something more plain to sight than the mere record of 
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them in memory. There is at least some place — it may 
be some eolitary spot, to wliich the pereoa could go, and 
say, "Here it was that I made such a solemn resolution;" 
or there may be some written lines existing — '^ faded, even 
that may recall the past more forcibly ; or some significant 
marks of memorandum not intelligible to any other eyea. 
One has known persons looking intently on a tree or sbrub, 
planted on such on occasion. What a depth and emphasis 
of admonition there may be in such things to the conscious 
individual 1 It ia like a voice speaking after him &om a 
great distance, or a voice &om the dead. 

But, again, in the life of a mortal there have been iniquities 
— violations of conscience — transgressions against the Al- 
mighty. And think what a strange facility there is of 
sinking even these in forgetMnesa ! — aa if mere time were 
a Bcape-goat 1 — as if we had hut to forget them ! But they 
ought to come often into grievous remembrance, even 
though believed to be pardoned ; — but if not pardoned P In 
many instances there exiat particular mementoes of past 
transgressionB. Some men have even in their possession 
something they have gained by a sin. Some may see, in 
particular places, the marks of the mischief they have done 
by their iniquities, or by some one iniquity — some lasting 
afflictive consequence— some injured individual. A sinner 
may find himself walking along the very path by which 
once, long since, be went to a resort of iniquity, or came from 
it ; he passes by the old tree, or gate, or brook, or bridge. 
A man may happen to meet, now sinking in age, a person 
who once remonstrated against hia sinful ways ; or may pass 
by the grave of one nho was once an associate in evil. Let 
him stand by it, and reflect I Or he may enter once again 
an apartment to which he can recollect to have retired, 
loaded with the reproaches of hia conscience. Or, not to 
gnppose heinous sins, there may I 
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rarious things which will remiad him o^ a careleaa, irreligious 
season of his life ; a Bible that he cared not to read ; 
articles used for mere vain amusement and waste of time. 
Sow, such monumental witnesses should suggest to a man 
to think of guilt, repentance, and pardon. He might fix his 
eyea on those objects while on his bended knees. 

lliere are men in whose memories are reposited times 
and places when and where they trembled under "the terrora 
of the Lord.'' They can recollect when and ■where they 
were almost afraid to enter under a roof lest it should fall ; 
to cross a stream lest it should suddenly rise and carry 
, them away. If those " terrors" were banished only by 
returning carelessness and hardness, it were well if the 
sight of places and objects could so touch the conscience 
as to recall them, " Was it all absurd ? — Tiad I not reason P 
— what then, now?" If, through Divine mercy, those 
terrors were rendered ef&cacioua, the grateful redeemed 
sinner may avail himself of these memorials of them, to 
become still more grateful. " This is the place ; — that is 
the same time-piece, telling the same nightly hours that 
were then so dark and dismal to me." If there have been 
particular occasions which have escited in us a special and 
exceeding horror of paxticular sins, it were well for the 
attention to be sometimes arrested by any object strongly 
reminding us of those occasions, and tending to revive that 
impression, thus bringing a reinforcement to our present 
dread of those sins. 

We need not go on to more particulars of illustration. 
These have been specified only as a few exemplifications of 
the possible advantage of doing what Joshua meant the 
Israelites should do. It is wise to seize upon all means of 
turning the past into lessons of solemn admonition; it is, 
as it were, bringing it back it to be present, that we may 
have it over again. With the instructing, sanctifying 
dd2 
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inflnence of the Divine Spirit we ma^ tbiia pass again, in 
thought, over the scenes of our life, and reap certain beuefit 
note, even in those where we reaped none then. There ia 
Bome consolation in this. " I bad no good of them then — 
mercy brings it to me now." We maj turn to inestimable 
account mimj things that to thoughtless spirits are insignifi- 
cant and useless. And all the while we may be admonished 
that there is One who has a perfect memory of all that we 
may foi^ in our progress of time. May we be moved to 
an ardent zeal that, by the grace of Gkid, what yet remains 
of life nmy, when it also shall be a sul^ect of memory, yield 
more delightful recollections, when itt memorials recall it. 
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Malachi iii. 17. 

" T;^ thall ba mine, taith the Lord of SotU, in the day 
when I make vp myjeueli." 

It seenu, then, the Lord of Hosta has Bomethiiig, even in 
this eril world, on which he sets a high and peciiUar value ; 
— uotwithetanding there is ao much that he condemnB, — ' 
sometimM as if all were eviL Indeed, it were very Btrange 
if he had not, when we consider what it is for Him to have 
formed, sustained, governed, a world. Think of thia 
mighty globe of matter 1 Why, it requires an angel'a 
faculty to conceiTe any adequate notion of its very magni- 
tnde. There never was a vatai on earth who had space 
enough for it in his mind, if we may expreaa it so. And 
then think of all its elements , — its marrellouB order ^— the 
laws of !Nature, invented, established, maintained in perpe- 
tual force ; — its productions. And then, its relation to the 
heavens. N'est, the mighty scheme of Providence. And, 
the whole system of spiritual government. Now, in so vaat 
a system of existence, and so immense and various an eco- 
nomy of operatitin and regulation, there thould be found 
something peculiarly precious, and of which be may say, by 

" My jeuielt." It is a strong expression of value; is so 
among men. But, what can there be in this world that he 
will set such eminent value upon? what, that can he 
"Jewelt" to Him f to Him, " in lohote tight the heavens are 
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natpure, and who ciargeth his angels with Jvlhf?" What 
account does Se make of all that is the moat splendid and 
costly uaoDg the material things of this world? What 
values Me the unknown wealth, (unknown but to Him) of 
the mines of gold and silrer, and all the other hidden 
wealth P What values He all the precious stones in the 
world — the riches of treasuries — the sumptuouaness of 
palaces, crowns, and thrones P But, nevertheless, there it 
something here which he condescentk to call his "jejoeU ;" 
something which he distinguishes Irom all that shines and 
sparkles, and glitters, with material lustre — from the things 
which the , earthly and carnal inhabitants of the earth have 
the most coveted and idolized. What can it be here that 
he has had his gracious thoughts upon, even before the 
creation, and in the designs and decrees of eternity p 
What, — ^that his glorious Son should come down to seek 
and save ? and to die in order to save ? What, — that be 
watches to guard and preserve against the grand thief, ever 
vigilant upon the very same objects, who would, with pre- 
eminent exultation, plunder the earth of its great Monarch's 
"jevieh;" and would not care for the whole globe in com- 
parison ? What, — that he wiU at length collect together 
into a bright assemblage P Ask the insatiable collectors of 
treasure, or of the rare productions of Nature or Art. Ask 
the ambitious potentates and conquerors; or even the 
proud philosophers. But we need ask no one. We can 
easily tell what, — for O^d has told ua. The souls that have 
a heavenly quality in them, — a spiritual relation and 
resemblance to Himself, (therefore incorruptible and im- 
perisbable), a quality which he has put in them, — and is 
supernatural. They had it not originally,— and could not 
have acquired it from any or all the elements, material or 
intellectual, of this world. It is expressly called, " a par- 
taking of the Divine Nature." A mysterious thing! We 
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wonder at the properties which some things in material 
Nature are found to poBHoaa. Science is perfectly omM^i 
at what is ohserred and discorered in them. But Aere, in 
aoula divinely renewed, ia something for still deeper wonder. 
Wond^^il, how the soul receives this quality, — what is the 
precise nature of the operation which imparts it, — how a 
new relation to God is created ? How far is this heyond 
all philosophy I Wonderful, how this qu^ty ie maintained, 
in defiance of an infinity of things opposed to it, in the 
soul, and without it. There adheres to the jewel itself 
something that is base and corrosive, tending to spoil it. 
But it is mi wonderful that the apirits in which it dwells 
should be esteemed by the Lord of Hosts as his "jeweU." 

They are scattered here and there, among earthly things. 
They are not in a collected state, except in the view of 
Ood. By TTim they are seen as one faithful body, one 
sacred company and fraternity ; hut the human observer 
has to look upon them as separated among multitudes of 
objects of an unlike character. And, indeed, he does not 
wish them assembled into one exclusive company. If they 
can be safe in this dispersed intermingled state, they will be 
useful in it. And their safety can be trusted to their great 
Proprietor; he will place an array of protection round 
them. They are of very unequal degrees of purity and 
lustre. And some by their situation are leas visible, though 
of high eicellence. But, less or more, they do shine out, 
distinguished irom the mere earthly objects surrounding 
them. Tet, often they have been accounted tho very dross 
and offsconring of things. But ffe, to whom they belong, 
sees with another kind of sight, — with the infinite perfec- 
tion of that sight with which all will, in a measure, see at 
last. God will make all see them in his light. A beam, 
as it were, of his radiant sight, falls on each individual, 
wherever placed on earth. 
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If there be a young person, even a child, that is beginning 
to think Beriously of Him, — to desire his favour, — to fear 
to sin agatnet Him, — ^to pray to Him, — ^to wish to serve 
Him, — that is one of his "Jeteelt." He has even a special 
and peculiar favour for what continues so short a time in 
its mere earthly and corrupt state, — for what ia acquiring so 
soon the quality of Heaven, — for what will have so much 
longer reflected his image here on earth, if continuing the 
full term of mortal life,— for what so short a time belongs to 
any other lord than himself. The god of this world can- 
not say — " These may at last have become the property of 
my great enemy j but I have a lair claim to them, for they 
were long mine." 

If there he a truly i^penting sinner, — alarmed to escape 
from a condition which he has begun to deplore and abhor, 
and applying eamestly for mercy in the name of Jesus 
Chriat, — that is one of his "Jeweh." The divine transform- 
ing principle has entered into the dark degraded substance ; 
the celestial fiie has fallen and kindled upon it, and will 
burn till it become bright and pure, the dross destroyed ; 
and on the process angels are declared t-o he looking down 
with delight. 

If there be one that is faithfully and boldly declaring 
himself for Ood, among the enemies of " ike Iiord ofSottt" 
that is a "Jewel." For, strange and awful as it is, there 
are here on eiuth enemies to God, so many and so decided, 
that it is much to he his Mend, — to be so, zealously and 
decidedly, in some situations ! And those who are so, in 
such resolute contrariety, and zealous opposition, hare even 
a value additional to their intrinsic worth, and such as they 
could not have, in the millennium. And this counteraction 
ia itself made a cause of their greater brightneas. 

Wherever there is one who is earnestly and watchfully 
mtuntaimng "a eonidenee void of off'ence" amidst aU the 
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business and temptations of tlie world, thai is one of his 
"Jewels," Por this requires sjid implies a habitual recollec- 
tion and holy fear of Him — a Bolemn sense of his presence 
and his will. It is to recall, ten thousand times, his com- 
mands, nith obedient reverence. It is often to eserdse 
self-denial for his sake. It is to summon off the spirit, the 
affections, the passione, when tbey are beconnng too much 
drawn away, and involved with the world. It is a constant 
strife to continue to be, by the help of God, that which the 
world and temptation are constantly striring not to let 
him be. 

If there be one who is seeking communion with G-od as 
liis highest good, that is one of his "jetcelt." For this 
attraction evinces a conformity, a resemblance of nature — 
the true celestial magnetism. It shows the spiritual nature 
going ont, ae it were, firotn matter, irom the body, from the 
earth, from all creation, in movement uid aspiration toward 
its great Original. These must be peculiarly his, and his 
"jewelg," that are of a nature tending to be near Him. 

If there be one who strives to do what he can for the 
best cause — whose wUl is, that all on earth should be reduced 
to belong to God — zealous, shall we say, to increase his 
great Master's property, whose spirit says, " Come with me 
and be his," thai is one of his "jeweU." 

If there be an aged faitbiiil Christian, who says, " Now 
Lord, lettest them thy genant depart in peaee/' — who has 
been for a very long time an object to compel men to see 
and acknowledge that there ie sometiiing for God on earth, 
— this is a "jewel " just on the point of being detached from 
the baser matter. 

All these axe specimens of what " the Lord of So*ts " 
has in this world in a peculiar sense his ovm, and sets the 
highest value upon. They are his ; and he says, '' They 
shall be mine," at all times, and for ever ; but especially, 
and with distinguishing marks, and acts, and display, of appro- 
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priation, "in the day xehen he Titakea «p Ms jeieeh." Through 
rnanj hundred of thousands of dajs, this special treasure of 
his will have heen in a scattered state on earth, and suc- 
ceBsively taken away out of sight. One by one, the angela 
have gathered and carried them off. Wtat a day that will 
bo, when they shall be all collected &om aU times and 
regions ; when it shall he seen, as brought to account, how 
much, if we may so speak, this great system has been directly 
worth to God, in the number and value of Hainta which 
it shdl have contained ; how much the earth has yielded 
that is fit for a higher world. And that account will 
assuredly make it appear worth that such a system, such a 
world, should have been made, and sustained so long, for 
their eakes. They will be a memorial of it, after it is con- 
sumed by fire. No voice will say, " Not for the sake of 
ihete was it worth making such a globe." It will appear 
worth that the Son of God should have come upon it, to 
sojourn in afOiction and humiliation, and to die. But great 
indeed must be there value ! 

There will be a collecting, an assembling of thorn toge- 
ther. And with great propriety ; that the eff'ect of the 
dispensation of redemption may be conspicuously displayed 
in this assembled evidence ; that it may be seen what a vast 
merit there was to atone, and energy to transform. 'With 
propriety and nui«ssity ; for all men shall be removed from 
the world, and they must not go all, in a mingled throng, 
into the same region of dwelling elsewhere. The grand act 
of righteous separation mutt bring the saints together. And 
think of that stupendous knowledge and power which will 
secure that not one of them will he missing — will be lost. 
In thenuetves there will he no such power, as that every one 
should come, without fail, to the great appointment and 
assembly; they could not find out their way through un- 
known regions. 

But an infinite sight and energy reaching to aU and every 
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one, never faavmg lost sight of tbem, will leave not one lost 
ia the vaatnesa of the scene ; not one that was ever in the 
utmost obscurity in mortal life, little noted among men, and 
soon forgotten when removed; not one in the remotest cor. 
ner of the earth, or island of the sea; not one that was 
attempted to be crushed and destroyed by hatred and perse- 
cution ; not one tbat Satan did all he could to pluck out of 
the Sovereign Proprietor's possession, by artful seduction 
from faith and holiness — by attempts to terrify out of hope 
— with ambition to carry into the infernal world, a apoil 
from the kingdom of Christ. 

Wlien each sees all, each may wonder at the vigilance, 
the affectionate care, and the mighty power that will have 
brought them all together — after preserving them all sepa- 
rately, in an infinite variety of circumstances, and ao many 
ages. And then, when the "jetceh" are "made tip," TTB 
will pronounce, " th^ are mine." What triumph to hear it! 
What congratulation with one another ! What congratula- 
tion of the innumerable angelic "koett ;" for it is "tie Lord 
of Hostt " that will say, " thei/ are mine .'" 

And what a situation must that he^in place, and eir- 
cumstancea, and felicity, and glory — in which he will assign 
their abode within the immediate manifestation of his pre- 
sence ! He will filso confer on them an inconceivably more 
glorious brightness, and beauty, and value, (m in themgelves, 
than they had on earth. And this to shine " as tie stars, 

Looking at this prospect, which of us can be content that 
his soul should be wanting, when "ike Lord ofMosU" shall 
"make up hiijemels?" Who can bear the thought of being 
cast among the baser rejected things of the creation, and 
for llim to say, " That is not mine — take it away f" 
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